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Looſe Thoughts, at firſt, like fag Fires, 
Burn inward, ſmothering, «oith unchaſt Deſires þ 
But getting Vent, to Rage and Fury turn, 
Burſt in Volcano's, and like Ztna burn - | 2 
| The Heat increaſes as the Flames aſpire, ES 5 N 755 = | 
And turns the ſolid Hills 20 liquid Fire. D : 4 _ 
So ſenſual Flames, ben raging in the Soul, © 1 
Firſt vitiate all the Parts, then fire the bis 
Burn up the Bright, the Beautebus, the Sublime; - | 
Aud turn our lawful L Pine into Crime. 
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PREFACE 


8 Am ſo wk of the Nicety of 
* 8 the following Saljelt, and che 
SSAELED IlLnature of the Age, that that 
I have Introduc'd it with all the Pro- 
zeftations of a reſold Caution, and of 
ging my ſelf down to all poſſible Modeſty 
in the whole Work ; and tho I have con- 
cluded it with due Explanations, and a free 
Appeal to the moſt impartial Fudges, yet 

camaot but add a Mord of Preface. ö 
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| Author began this Piece : He has all that 
time heard, quith a juſt Coucern, the Chat 


# paints of good Men upon the bateful Sub. 


Grief, e 
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[iv 3 
THE juſineſs of the Satyr, the loud 


Calls which the Crimes (here reproved) 
make for Fuſtice and a. due Cenſure, the 
freadful Ruin of the People's Morals, and 
the apparent Contempt of Modeſty and De- 
eeney, which grows ſo oifibly upon us by 
the ſhameleſs Praftice of what is here re- 


pro d, join all together” to vindicate this 
Undertaking, and to ſhow not the 28 eful- 


2 onhy, * the Neceſſity of 4 he, 4 { 1 


— 4 LL s 3 


IT is aof thirty SR 2 «as 


ef.” The Grave and the Sober, the Lovers 
of fe and of Re on, dd, rb 
fed them ſe et upen the Sour 
Scandat ; and they have often preſ#d 
0 ele wal — fog his Reproof'; 
mion 3 
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H I THERTO be bas been reluflant 


as to the publiſhing it, and partly on A.. 
Fa of his Tears, for it WAS long ſoice x 
fiſhed, and partly in hopes of Reformation; | 


but now, deſpairing of Amendment, grown 
OLD, and out of the reach of Scandal, 
and of all the Pretencet to it; Sincerely 
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aiming at the Reformation of the Guilty, "a 


and deſpiſing all unjuſt Reproaches from @ 


vitious Age, he cloſes his Days with this 
Satyr; which he is ſo far from ſceing Cauſe 


o be aſhamed. of, - that he hopes he ſhall 


not, where M0 is an to, ** fo 
it. n rigs W 


Ar * he. can * to that 2% 


Fudge, who he is ſoon to come before, 
that as he has done it "with an upright _ 


Intention, for the good of Mankind, ſo be 
has uſed his utmoſt Endeavour to perform 
u, in a Mamer the leaf liable to Re- 


r in his Judgment, the moſt : | 
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the 1 of the Crime. 
this Satisfaffion, be comfc 
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Chap. I. Of Matrimony , the e of it, 
its 1 Original, and the _ Intent and 
Meaning of its Inftitution ;, as alſo bow our Me- 
tions of it are degenerated; the'Obli gations of it 
- diſregarded, 2 * "the Thing it felt, as a Saks of 
Life, s "106 p. 29). 

Chap. II. 4 Moat Chaſlity;. what 1 wp he». 
— by tbe Nord; a Proof of its being + 
required by. the Lans of GOD and Nature). 
and that wrong Notions: af. it have;peſſeſi'd the - 
World: Dr. MG — quoted _ 


t: 


aud tbat there it a needful Madeſy and Decency : 
requiſite, euem between a Man and\bisWife, after” © | 

Marriage, the: Breachzs of . which make the firſt 
Branch of Matiimonial dom. P57 


Chap. III. Of "the Rnd: Wy Reafow! 0 re 5 = i 
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Chap. IV: Of the ab ſoluts Neceſity of is mutual ) 8 


eee before Matrimony, in order to tbe 
ppineſs of a married State, and of the Scan- 
da 25 marryiug withant it. p. 9 _ 
Chap. V. Of Tn ing, -and then pablickly pro- 
75 to deſire * — may have 10 hdr, and 


of ing Means phyſical» or diabolical, to prevent 
onception. P- F2J. 


Chap. VI. Of being Over-raPd by Fur ſua 1, In- 
tereſt, Influence of i. Force, and fon like, 
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2 the Pe 947 they Fave no Love for, and 
Gi tbe Perſon they really lov d. p. 166 
Chap. VII. Of Marrying on Per ſon, and at the 
— tine | ownIng — to be in Love with 
: 5 181 
chin VIII. of equal, 1 ſaitabla and Fe hos, 
 rous Marriages, and the unhappy Conſequences of 
them. Of the Effects they have upon the Fam 7 
— — ow they occafion a Marein 
. boredom many Ways." Alfs: ſomething of the 
dad Corman end Oc; and how all oh 
| | -Freachen of it. are. 4 Political and Matrimonia 
. boredom, =_ 4 Eiterat Wboredow i w 
* _ i Unſuisable Tears 85 
"Cha arrying is at 17. __ 
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Chap. X. et with * 


Gh. XI. of te Bak val Sl 2 
F Marriage, and alt ho thoſe Promiſes are 75 | 


©. onwards: ; aud: of the Scandal 
Mat making a * 0 125 own AD 
Chap. XII Of the Hus hand knowing bis 14 1. 
TY Conception, or after 78 appears fois wi 
: 13 and" eſe i 
Aid vbetber this may not come undor the ju 2 
"nomination .of Matrimonial Whoredom. P. 293 
XII. Of inttecont and wntimely Marriages, 
© whether ar to the Tears of the Fer ſons, 3 
"Sifants and Children, or m 8 0 
* after the Death of ths" Hunboud or Wife that 


wont beforg: © a 346) © 
Gar. XIV. of cane, 1 Ferch and Proath- 
"erons Marriages. \T i 4 Fae. * p. 366 . | 
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=> W "s is certainly. true; that 3 
is no natural Virtue; 


bene 
actual Guilt, or intentional, Guilt of a Fad al. = 


ready committed, or Guilt of Crime reſulv d 
on, tis much the ſame. . i 
eren Adam and Eve knew Ful as well 28 5 
Good, before they were conſcious of Offe 
they went ber and bluſh'd not, and tis 
ſignificantly 5 they ken not that they 
were naked y knew not that Nakedneſs was 
a e a! an Indecency, and therefore whe 
Adam won that poor; foo iſh Excufe for Wang Ky 
himſelf from the E E yes. of the infini Author 
of Sight, and ſays, — 00 he was naked, Gen, iti, 
10, 11. GOD! asks him, Who told thee. that. bon 


vaſt naked, r 
15 B Don- 
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IE I before the Fall, Innocence was 
ven to Man for a Covering, and he not only 
1 not that he was naked, but he really was 
nut naked, though he was not clothed; he knew 
not how to bluſh at being naked, much leſs why. 

Tx ſame Innocence is the Prote&ionof Vir- 
tue to this Day in the n in ma- 
ny. Parts of the no / known World, Where Na- 
keanefs is no Offence on one ſide, no Snare, no 
Incentive on the other; but Cuſtom being the 
Jutlge'of Dedency to then, takes away all Bene 
of Indecency in going uncovered, whether in 
whole, or in Part. See Mr. Milton upon that 
Head: 

God-· like Eref, with Native Honour clad | 

In Naked Majeſty — 

So paſsd they Naked on, nor ſounu,d-the-Sight-. 
f God or Angel, for they thought no II. 
r ane 17 4 | Milton, Par. fol. 95. | 
No the ſame Cuſtom. in theſe: Mather 
Parts having concurr'd with the Neceſſſity of 
the Climate on one Hand, and the Laws of 
Religion on the other, to cloath and cover 
the Body; the Breach of that Cuſtom would be a 
Breach of Decency, and a Breach. of the Laws 


both of God and Man. Ws: rf 88 
HEN CE Modeſty ſucceeds, whether as a Virtue 
in it ſelf, or as an Appendix to Virtue, we wWwill 
not diſpute; but where the Rules of Decency 
are broken, a Senſe of Shame comes in, with as 
nuch Force as if all the Laws of God and Man 


pere broken at once. 2 


Ir may be true, that if Man had continued in 


à State of unſpotted Innocence, unſhaken, Vir- 


tue had been Part of it; that as his Soul 
FR "I | < as a 


| myo 

had been untainted with ſo much as a Thought 
bf Crime, ſo no Covering had been wanted to 
any Part of his Body, other than the Severities 
of Climate might make neceſſary; but to ju- 
ſtify what has been done ſince, that I may take 
Notice of the Manner, and put you in Mind 
of the Authority of it too, we may obſerve 
that as his Guilt made him naled, GOD him- 
felf covered him with his own Hand, Gen. iii. 

21, it is ſaid poſitively, that GOD clothed them 
with the Skins (we ſuppoſe) of Beaſts : Unto: 
Adam alſo and to bis Vie did the LoxDd Gop' 
mate Coats of Skins, and clothed them. So ſoon + 
were the Creatures dedicated to the Conveni- 
ence, as well as Life of Man. 5 
HEN CE, tho' Nakedneſs in a ſtate of Innocence 

had been no Offence at that time, it is other - 
wiſe now; and we have the Sanction of Heaven 

to enforce the Decency, as we have the Force 
of the Seaſons to urge the Necellity af Clo- 
thing: It were to be wiſh'd we had nothing to 
ſay of the Indecency even of the Clothing, and 
how we ſtudy to go naked in our very Clothes, 
and that after Go D himſelf put them on to co- 
ver us too. But of that by it elf. _ | | 
'GoD having then appointed, and Nature 
compelled Mankind to ſeek Covering, all the 
Pretences for going naked on that account are 
at an End; a meer Chimera, an Enthuſiaſtick 
Dream, ſeldom attempted but by a Sect of 

Madmen, worſe than Lunatick, who, heated 

with a religion, -Phrenzy, (the worſt of all Poſ- 
ſeſſions) pretend to Nakedneſs as the Effect of 
their Innocence, at the ſame Time making it a 
Skreen to all Manner of Lewdneſa and Debau- 
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NaTvrEandReligion having thus introduc'd 
Decency, the ſtrict and religious regard paid to 
that Decency is become a Virtue; etlential Vir- 
tue, and is ſo in all the requiſite Parts of Vir- 
tue; I mean, thoſe which are underſtood as com- 
manded by the Laws of GOD, or by the Laws 
of NATURE, and this is MODESTY, as 
it is the Subject of our preſent Diſcourſe. 

We fay that Modeſty is the guard of Virtue, 
and lin ſome reſpects it is ſo; and were Modeſty 
univerſal, Virtue would need no other Defence. 
But as the World now ſtands, ſhe is fain to fly 
to other Succours, ſuch as Laws of Men, the 
Command of Religion, the Power of Reaſon, 
and, at laſt, the Protection of Governours; ſo 
hard is the purſued by Vice and the degenerate 
Paſſions of Men. 0 | 

* MODESTY then, as I am to underſtand- it. 
here, and to diſcourſe about it, is nothing but a 
ſtrict regard to Decency, as Decency is a ſtrict 
regard to Virtue, and Virtue is a ſtrict regard, 

to Religion; indeed they ſeem all, in ſome 
Senſe, to be ſynonimous, and to mean the ſame 
thing. It is true, Honour and Virtue may 
(ſpeaking ſtrictly) be ſaid in ſome Caſes to be 
preſerved, though Decency is not ſo much, or 
equally: regarded: But let all that plead the 
poll: bility of that Diſtinction know, that how- 
ever poſhble it may be, it is ſo far from being 
probable (that where Decency is . up Ho- 
nour ſhould or can be preſerved) that they Will 
find it very hard to have it be believed; as they 
that give up their Modeſty cannot be ſaid to 
preſerve Decency, ſo they that give up Decency 
will be hardly believed to preſerve their Vir- 


tue. | 5 " 141 
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17 ; 
- Hence Modeſty is become a Virtue in it ſelf, 
and, if it be not literally and expreſsly all that 
is underſtood by the Word Virtue, tis Virtue's 
compleat Repreſentative, its true Image, and 
they are as inſeparable as the Gold and the 
Gliſtering. 5 
Tre Object of Modeſty reſpects three 
Things. n 


1. Modeſty in Diſcourſe. 
2. Modeſty in Behaviour. 
3. Modeſty in regard to Sexes,” - 


1. By Modeſty in Diſcourſe I think I muſt of 
Neceſſity be underſtood, a Decency of Expref 
ſion; particularly, as our Diſcourſe relates to A- 
ctions or Things (whether neceſſary or acciden- 
tal) that are and ought to be Matters of Secreſy, 
Things which are to be ſpoken of with reſerve, 
and in Terms that may give no offence to the 
chaſte Ears and Minds of others, and yet per- 
haps are of Neceſſity to be ſpoken to. Indeed 
ſuch Things, with reſpe& to Decency, ought 
never to be ſpoken of at all, but when Neceſ- 
ſity urges; and it were to be wiſhed, that in a 
Chriſtian and Modeſt Nation, where the Laws 
of Decency are expreſsly admitted as Rules of 
Life, all immodeſt Diſcourſes were decry'd by 
univerſal Cuſtom, and eſpecially that Printing 
and Publiſhing ſuch Things as are not to be 
read with the like Decency, were effeQually 


ſuppreſs d. But as I have made that Subject a 


Part of this Work, I {ay no more of it here. 


2. By Modeſty in Behaviour, I underſtand that 


which we call Decorum, Diſtance and Defe- 
rence in Converſation, chiefly as it reſpects 
the Diſt inction of 77 in the Perſons 
14 3 con- 


[6] 


converſing; but that Part is not at all con- 
cerned in this Diſcourſe, our preſent Deſign 
looking quite another way. 7 
TRE laſt of theſe, (viz.) Modeſiy with reſpe# 
to Sexes, is the Subject intended in this Tract, 
eſpecially as it is confined to this one Branch of 
it, namely, the Conjugal Part of Life; the Inter- 
courſe between the Sexes, or the freedom of con- 
verſing between a Man and his Wife; in which 
many think all the Rules and Laws of Modeſt 
are finiſhed and at an end; a Miſtake fo groſs, 
ſo full of fatal Miſchiefs to the Publick Vir- 
tue, and to the intent and meaning of Decency 
in general, that it is much in a Nation ſo every 
way Virtuous as this, and where the Rules of 
Virtue are enforced by wholeſome Laws, ſuch a 
corrupt Notion ſhould ſpread fo far, and fo, 
many Abſurdities break out into Practice upon 
that Subject. | 5 3 
TRE Notion is, that there is no more ſuch a 
Thing as Modeſty to be named between a Man 
and his Wife; that as they are but one Fleſh, 
and indeed but one Body, there's no Nakedneſs 
between them: That were they alone Covering 
would be not only needleſs but Nonſence, if 
the Climate did not require it; that nothing 
can be indecent, nothing improper; that there's 
no Reſtraint, and that no Law can be broken 
by them, but every thing is Handſome, every 
thing Honeſt, and every thing Modeſt ; that 
tis a full Anſwer to all Reproach in any Caſe 
that may be charg'd, toſay it wasmy own Wife; 
or it was none but my own Husband ; this is 
made the Covering to all manner of ſurfeiting 
Indecencies and Exceſſes; of which I am to 
ſpeak at large in their Order. ö 
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421. 1 
I is high time to combat this Error of Life, 
and the more, becauſe it is grown up to a 
heighth not only ſcandalous, but criminal and, 
offenfive, and, in ſome things, unnatural; and 
ſtill the more, becauſe tis a Miſtake that is 
enerea ſing, and tis fear'd may go higher, till 
at laſt it may break out into yet greater Abo- 
minat1ons. | 
ITE Difficulty before me is, to know how to 
reprove with Decency offences againſt Decency; 
how to expoſe Modeſtly Things which tis hard- 
ly Modeft ſo much as to mention, and which 
muſt require abundance of clean Linnen to 
wrap them up in; how to ſpeak of nanſeous 
and offenſive Things, in Terms which ſhall not 
give offence, and ſcourge immodeſt Actions with 
an unblameable Modeſty; that is, without run- 
ning out into Expreſſions which ſhall offend the 
modeſt Ears of thoſe that read them; this, I 
fay, is the only Difficulty. 
I am inſulted already on this Head by the 
rude and ſelf-guilty World; my very Title 
and the bare advertiſing my Book, they ſay, is a 
Breach upon Modeſty, and it offends their Ears 
even before it is publiſhed. They not only tell 
me it will be an Obſcene and immodeſt Book, 
but that it is impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe; 
They ſay, I may pretend to as much reſerved- 
neſs and darkneſs of Expreſſion as I pleaſe, and 
may skulk behind a Croud, or indeed a Cloud 
of Words; but my meaning will be reach'd, 
and the lewd Age will make plain Englifh of 
it; nay, that I ſhall make plain Engliſþ of ĩt my 
ſelf, before I have gone half thro' the Work. 
Orks, armed with the ſame ill Nature, 
have their Tongues poiſoned with another kind 
of Venom, and they tell me it is an immodeſt 
s B 4 Subject 


World, whoſe 
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Subject; that as it cannot be handled decenthy, 
and cannot be diſcoursd of modeſtly, ſo it is 
not intended to be ſo, but that*tis a meer Bait 
to the 5 of that Part of the reading 
ices are prompted as much by a 

retended reproving them as by the plaineſt 
13 That it forms the ſame Ideas in their 
Minds, and they receive the Notions of Vice 
in as lively a form by the very Methods tak- 
en to expoſe and condemn the Facts, as if 
thoſe Facts were repreſented to the Opticks 
in all their ſhameleſs Nudities, with the 
moſt vitious and corrupt Dreſs that could be 


put upon them on a Stage, or in a Maſque» 


rade. 8 | 
1 ſhall anſwer theſe People beſt by a Silence 
in my Introduction, and a ſpeaking Perfor- 
mance. It is my Buſineſs to let them ſee they 
are miſtaken, and that a truly modeſt Deſign 
may be purſued with the utmoſt Decency, even 
in treating of a Subject, in which all the vileſt 
Breaches made upon Decency by a wicked 
and hitherto unreproved Behaviour are to be 
cenſured and expoſed: As to a vicious Mind 
forming corrupt Ideas from the moſt modeſt 
Expreinons, I have only this to ſay; The 


Crime of that Part is wholly their own, I am 


no way concerned in it: The healing fructifying 
Dews, and the gentle ſweet refreſhing Showers, 
which are God's Bleſſing upon the Earth, when 


they fall into the Sea are all turned Salt as the 


Ocean, ting'd with the groſs Particles of Salt 


. which the. Sea-Water is ſo full of. The ſame 


warm cheriſhing Beams of the Sun which raiſe 
thoſe ſweet Dews from the Earth, ſhining upon 
the ſtagnate Waters of an unwholſome Lake or 


Marsh, or upon a corrupted Jakes or Dunghill, 


exhale. 
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exhale noxious Vapours and Poiſons, which 
infect the Air, breeding Contagion and . Dif 
eaſes in thoſe that breathe in it. But the Fault 
is not in the Showers of refreſhing Rain, or in 
the wholeſome Beams of the Sun, but in the 
Salt, and in the Filth and Corruption of the 
Places where they fall. And thus it ſhall be 
here; Words modeſtly expreſſed can give no 

immodeſt Ideas, where the Minds of thoſe 
that read are chaſte and uncorrupted. But if 2 
vicious Mind hears the Vice reproved, and 
forms pleaſing Ideas of the Crime, without tak- 
ing notice of the juſt Reproof, the fault is in 
the Depravity of the Mind, not in the needful 
and juſt Reprover. I ſhall therefore take no no- 
tice of that Suggeſtion, as what I think does 
not deſerve the leaſt Regard, but go on to a 
juſt Cenſure of the Crime, in ſuch a manner, as, 
I hope, ſhall neither leſſen the Reproof, or ex- 
poſe the Reprover. 8 
Ix order to this, I may indeed lie under ſome 
Reſtraints, be confined to a narrow Compaſs of 
Words, and the Story may want in ſome Places 
the Illuſtration of appoſite Similies, uſeful Ar- 
uments, and, above all, of flagrant Examples, to 
et off and ſet home the Arguments that are 
made uſe of; and this, to the great Loſs of the 

Author, in taking away thoſe Ornaments of his 


Diſcourſe; but where it cannot be otherwiſe 


the Reader muſt be content to abate it. 
HowEvex, I pretend to ſay, you will not find 


it a dry, a dull, or a barren Subject, for all that; 


and though ſomething may be loft, and muck 
left out, to preſerve the Rules of Modeſty, 
which I could not reprove the Breaches of with 
1 if the Work was Criminal it ſelf, yet 

doubt not to find you Subject of Diverſſon 
29 enough, 


— 


Fro} | 
enough, mixed with the Gravity of the Story; 
Io as, I hope, not to tire you with the Reading; 
at the ſame time preſerving the Chaſti 
of the Subject, the Authority of a Reprover, 
and binding my ſelf down with all poſſi- 
ble Severity to the Laws of Decency, Mo- 
deſty and Vartue, which I write in the De- 
. Fence of. EEO | 

Bur now, while I am making theſe Provi- 
To's, pray let me be underſtood too with that 
juſt and neceſſary Liberty of Speech which 
mall render my Diſcourſe intelligible. I am 
neither going to write in an unknown Tongue, 
nor in an unintelligible Stile; I am to ſpeak 
ſo as to be underſtood, and I will not doubt 
but I ſhall be underſtood ; and thoſe whoſe vi- 
ious Appetites are under Government, fo as to 

we. them leave to reliſn decent Reproof for 
indecent Things, may underſtand me without 
large Explications, eſpecially on Occaſions where 
they know the Caſes will not bear it, 
Tux Scripture is the Pattern of Decency, 
(as the learned Annotator Mr. Pool, in his 
Synopſis Criticorum, and in his Annotations alſo 
obſerves) ſpeaks of all the Indecencies of Men 
with the utmoſt Modeſty, yet neither does the 
Scripture forbear to command Virtue, gives 
Laws and Rules of Chaſtity and modeſt Beha- 
viour, and that in very many Places, and on 
all needful Occaſions: Nor does the Scripture 
fail to reprove the Breach of thoſe Laws in 
the moſt vehement manner, condemning the 
Facts, and cenſuring and judging the guilty 
Perſons with the utmoſt Rigour and Severity, 
as I ſhall on many Occaſions be led to obſerve 
as I go on. Let none therefore flatter them- 
ſelves that their Crimes ſhall avoid n 
"IP 0 


[11] 
of a juſt Satyr in this Work, for want of Ex- 
preſſions ſuited to the Nature of the Reproof, 
and the Vileneſs of the Offence. We ſhall find 
Words to expoſe them, without giving a Blow 
to Decency in the Reproof; we Fal find Ways 
and Means to dreſs up ſurfeiting Crimes in 
ſoftening Language; ſo that none but the 
Guilty need to bluſh, none but the Criminals 
be offended. 7 | ors 

Bur the Crime muſt be reproved; there's a 
Neceſſity for the Reproof as there is a Neceiſity 
of a Cure in a violent Diſtemper. Do we 
reckon it a Breach of Modeſty for the Body to 
be expoled in Anatomies, and publiſhed. with 
learned Lectures on every Part by the Anato- 
miſts? Are not the vileſt and moſt unnatural 
of all Crimes neceſſarily brought before Courts 
of Juſtice, that the Criminals may be puniſhed 
as t ie And though it may be true, 
that ſometimes judicial Proceedings are not ma- 
naged with fuch Decency in thoſe Caſes as 
others think they might, and which, however, 
I allow to be ſometimes unavoidable; ye not- 
withſtanding all that can be — of Im- 
modeſty in thoſe Proceedings, the Puniſhment. 
of the Criminal, or his being ſentenced mult not 
be omitted, for the preſerving the Modeſty of 
the Trial; an Offender would come well off in 
many Offences, beſides this I am treating of, 
if he muſt not be brought to Juſtice, becauſe 
the very mention of his Crime would put 
criminal Ideas into the minds of thoſe Fae 
hear of it. — 5 
Ler it ſuffice then in the Caſe before us; I 
am entring upon a juſt and needful Cenſure of 
prepoſterous and immodeſt Actions; I ſhall per- 
form 3t in as decent and reſerved Terms as 1 am 


able 
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able to do, and as a Man meaning to correct 
Not encourage, Vice 1s able to do. If a lewd 
Fancy will entertain it ſelf with the meer Ideas 
of Crime, where it is only with the utmoſt Seve- 
rity condemned, Be the Crime to the Criminal, 
I fee no reaſon to be afraid of doing Juſtice on 
that Account, A Man is to be executed for 
Sodomy ; Nature and the Laws of God require 
it; Muſt not the Criminal die becauſe all that 
ſee or hear of 1t muſt immediately form Ideas 
of the Crime in their Thoughts, nay, and per- 
haps may think criminally of it? This would 
give a looſe to Wickedneſs indeed, and Men 
might Sin with moſt Freedom where their 
Crimes were too vile to be puniſhed, becauſe 
they were too groſs to be named Þ>Þ© © 


So when a Cloud its bafty Show'rs ſends down, 
* They're meant to fructify and not to drown 
Aud in a Torrent if a Drunkard fork, | 
*Tis not the Flood that drowns bim but the Drink. 
But *twould be hard becauſe a Sinners ſlain, 
For fear of Drowning we ſhould have no Rain. 


BEs Ip Es, it wou'd be a light eſcape; and ſome 
of our firſt Readers would triumph another 
way over the Author, if they could be ſatisfied 
that they had ſinned in a manner ſo groſs that 
he could not find Words to reprove them in; 

I mean, fuch Words as were fit for modeſt Ears 
to bear the hearing of. Our well known Friend 
G— A-——, with his three Brether, (as they 
call them in the North) who think themſelves - 
beyond the reach of Reproof, as they are out of 
the reach of Conſcience, may find themſelves 
miſtaken here; and that if they will _— 
+ = 1 d x ar ; 
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for once to think and look in, they may ſee 
themſelves touch'd to the quick, and yet the 
Readers hardly able to gueſs at their Crime, 
and not at all at their Perſons; which laſt they 
ought to acknowledge is a ſpecial Favour to 
them, whether they deſerve it or no. * 
So kind have I been to their Fame, and ſo 
careful to leave Room for their Amendment, 
which I would hope for in ſpite of their ſolemm 
Vows to the contra. 1 
Nox ſhall that eminent Brute of Quality paſs 
untouched here, whoſe Name or Titles need 
no other mention than what are ta be ſumm d 
up in this ſhort Character: es 1 


| A Life of Crime, with this peculiar Fame, _* 
Without Senſe of Guilt, and paſt, Senſe of, | © 
Shame. 2 253 22M 

I fay, he ſhall ſee his moſt inimitable Way 
of Sinning ſtabbed to the Heart, and damir'd, 
with an unanſwerable and unexceptionable 
Reproof; and yet without any Deſcription ei- 
ther of his Perſon or his Offence, other than as, 
may be Read by himſelf, and thoſe that know . 
him; though I muſt allow him to be the weak-. 
eſt and the wickedeſt Thing alive; vain of be- 
ing the firſt in a Crime, and the that will 
leave it; that bluſhes at nothing but the thoughts 
of Bluſhing, and thinks a Man of Wit can be 
aſhamed of nothing but Repentance; That Sins 
for the ſake of Crime without the 2 of 
it, and is got ſeven Degrees in Sin beyond the 
Devil, in that he not only boaſts of Sins which 
he never committed, but tells the World he 
FIBS, by boaſting of Sins, which all the Town, 
knows he cannot commi in l alt 
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- If ſuch a Wretch on Earth ye Gods there be, 


* 


* 


4 * * 4 


Il Jie if our Sir be not he, 


"Nox let another flagrant Example of married 
Lewdneſs trouble hinifelf, or expreſs, his Con- 
Cern, leaſt he ſhould be omitted in this Work 
for fear of our offendirfg the chaſt Ears of our 
Readers with his vile Story. ar 


A City Sinner, nameleſs as bis Crime. 


Let him not doubt but he may find himſelf 
ſuitably reproved, ſeeing he is fo fond of it, 
and ſince he deſires the Fame of being ſuperla- 
tively Wicked, he may hear of it in a manner 
that mall make others bluſh for him, though he 
can't bluſh for himſelf. b 
Bu r to paſs theſe and ſome more, for in this 
Age of prepoſterous Crime we ſhould never 
find our Way out, ſhould we enter into the 
Labyrinth of Characters, and hy Regi- 
ments of Examples. Our preſent Buſineſs is 
with the Offence not with the Offenders, with 
the Crimes not the Criminals; if a juſt Satyr on 
the wicked Part will not reclaim us, I doubt the 
Lift of the Guilty of both Sexes, though it 
would indeed be as numerous as our City train'd 
Bands; would be as uſeleſs a Muſter as that at 
the Artillery Ground, and find as little Refor- 
mation among the. RIBS 
As it is in ordinary Crimes, that Men Sin on 
becauſe they ſcorn and are aſhamed to Repent, 
ſo in the Caſe before me, when they are 
launched into the moſt flagrant of all Crimes, 
things ſo odious that tis offenſive to modeſt 
Ears ſo much as to hear of them, and difficult 
3 to 
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to a modeſt Pen ſo much as to write of ug | 
they take hold of the helliſh Advantage, a 
malls the greatneſs, the ſuperlative Blackneſsof 
their Offences be their Protection in the com- 
mitting them; as if they were out of the reach 
of Reproof, becauſe no modeſt Pen can dip 
in the Dirt, or rake in the Dunghil of their 
Vices, without being ſullied and daub'd by 
them; that it would be ſcandalous for any mo- 
deſt Man ſo much as to mention what they do 
not think it ſcandalous to do. Thus the har- 
dened and fearleſs A———— C-———, who 
defies God and Man, langhs at Reproach, and 
threatens every Reprover, — ſaid to 
his Pariſh Miniſter that modeſtly ſpoke of his 
Crimes, © Ion may talk to me here, Doctor, at 
* home, but you dare not ſpeak a Word of it in 
* the Pulpit ; I am out of your reach there; Why, 
all the Women would run out of the Church, and 
- * they'd throw Stones at yon as you go along the 
Street i you did but mention it. hea 
Har Criminal! that hugs himſelf in being 
too Vile to be reproved, or fo much as modeſt- 
ly mentioned; that his Crimes cannot be ex- 
oſed becaufe modeſt Ears cannot bear to 
ear them ſpoken of. Let the Offender, who 
is fam'd for being Revengeful, and who is not 
ſo: far off as not to hear of it, reſent it if he 
thinks fit : I'am told he will foon hear more of 
it, where it may be ſpoken of without fear 
of his Anger. - TER [4 
Tuts very Caſe runs parallel with what I 
am now engaged in; but the Age ſhall ſee the 
Effect ſhall not anſwer their End. Shall it be 
Criminal to reprove the Offence which they 
think it is not Criminal to commit? Muſt we 
Bluſh to ſpeak of what they will not 9 — 
181 e | 0 
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. do? And muſt the moſt deteſtable Things go on 
in practice, becauſe we dare not go on to cry 
tem down ? God forbid we ſhould by Silence 
ſeem to approve that Wickedneſs, while that Si- 
lence is occaſioned only becauſe the Wickedneſs 
3s too groſs to be reproved. 1 10 
-. SURE our Language is not ſo barren of Words 
as that we cannot find out proper Expreſſions 
to reprehend an impudent Generation, with» 
out Breach of Decency in the Diction; or 
that immodeſt Actions may not be modeſtly 
Ix corrupt Imaginations will riſe up, and 
Men will pleaſe themſelves with the Difficult 
I am put to for Words; if they will turn my mo 
reſerved Terms into lewd and vitious Ideas, and 
debauch their Thoughts while 1 expoſe their 
Debaucheries, let them go on their own Wa; 
let them think as wickedly as they pleaſe; 
ſhall owe it to themſelves, not to meg both © 

the Fire and the Tinder are all their own, 

Here ſhall be no Materials to work upon, no 
Combuſtibles to kindle, but what they bring 
with them. | kg nr tat VS 
3 Bur the Work muſt; be done in ſpite of the 
DVDifficulty. Shall they watch for a ſlip of my 


| Den, and take Advantage, if poſſible, from any 
I miſplaced, Word, to reprove | me of Indegency 
n the neceſſary Work of ee Thee 
ſhameleſs e Muſt I be aſhamed to 
expoſe the Crime which they are not aſhamed 
to be guilty of, and bluſh to mention the 
Things they boaſt of Doing? The Truth ig, 1 
know not why I ſhould not freely name the 
Men, who in the open Coffee-houſes, and in 
their common wicked Diſcourſes, publickly 
brag of the moſt. immodeſt and ſhameleſs Be- 


765 haviour, 
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haviour, and vilely name themſelves to ba 
guilty of it, make ſport of the Crimes, and 
value: themſelves in being the Criminals; but 
it ſhall: not be long before I may ſpeak of it 
much plainer. 9 8 1 i £9 
_ HowevEx, as theOffence is flagrant, isgrown., 
ſcandalous and notorious, and that we find the 
Age ripening up by it to the higheſt and moſt. 
unnatural of all Crimes, to the ſhame of Soci- 
ety, and to the ſcandal even of the Proteſtant 
Profeſſion; I have undertaken to begin the War 
againſt it as a Vice, and hope to make good 
the Charge, though I know I de make the At- 
tempt at the riſque of all that a modeſt Writer 
has to hazard. 1K: 8:2): M | 
Hr that undertakes a Satyr againſt an uni- 
verſal Cuſtom, ſhall be ſure to raiſe upon hin» 
ſelf an univerſal Clamour; my Lord Rocheſter. 

is plain in that Caſ ü 
Nor ſhall weak Truth. your Reputation ſave, 
Me Knaves will all agree to call you Knave. 


Ir muſt be acknowledged the Age is ripened 
up in Crime to a dreadful heighth, and it is 
not a light, a gentle Touch, that will bri 
them to bluſh. - The Learned and Reverend Mi- 
niſters, the Good, the Pious, who would re- 
| panes them, are forced to content themſeglyes'to 
it ſtill, and pray for them; and, as the Scripture 
ſays, to mourn in Secret for their. Abominations 1 
they cannot foul their folemn Diſcourſes with 
the Crimes which they have to Combat with; 
the Pulpit is ſacred to the venerable Office of a 
Preacher of GO D's Word; and the Gravity 
of the Place, a decent Regard to the, Wor 
and eſpecially to the Aſſembly, forbids them pal - 
2 ol ©: 7-3» luting 
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lating their Months with the filthy Behaviour 
of thoſe they ſee Cauſe to reprove : And this 
makes many @ lewd and vitious Wretch go 
ſed, at leaſt as he deſerves; and many a 
: lous Crime, as well e rich and pow» 
erful Criminals; go unreproved. 2 

Tus — therefore muſt come in 
to ſupply the deficiency; they may read, I 
hope, what they could not hear: Nor am I 
afraid of the Faces of Men, that, eminent in 
Wickedneſs, flagrant in Lewdneſs, and abomi- 
nable in Tongue, as well as Practice, the famous 
and infamous in the worſt of Vices, Sir ———» 
P-————, ſhall here fee himſelf marked out 
for” his odious Behaviour, in defiance of has 
Quality or Power. He who by Office and 
Authority puniſhes every Day leſs Crimes 
than he commits, who ſins out of the reach of 
R from the Pulpit, becauſe too: vile (as 
well as too powerful) to be ſpoken of by a mo- 
deſt Divine, who perhaps thinks it his Duty 
rather to Pray for him, which he la at, 
than to Reprove him, which he would ſtorm 
and ſwear at; I ſay, he ſhall find what was ſaid 
in another Caſe : | C1370 # [! IS 


© The Preſs may reach bim, who the Pulpit ſcorns, 
Au be whoſe flagrant Vice the B. adorns : © 
. The fearleſs Satyr Hall to Rage give vent, 
And teach bim bow to Blub, tho not Repent. 


Ix ſhort, tis a ſtrange World! and we are 
grown up to — terre; ra in our Notions 
of Things! we have brought our ſelves to a Con- 
dition particular to the Day, and ſingu lar 
as I may lay, to our ſelves; the Policy CT 
n | wt ices 
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' Vices has got the better of Virtue, and the 
Criminals have managed themſelves fo artfully. 
that, it ſeems, they may Sin with leſs hazard 
of Reputation, than the Innocent may reprove 
them: For Example, | | 
Tu Crime is now. leſs Scandal than Repens 
tance, and, as the Proverb ſays, *tis'a ſhame to 
Steal, but tis a double ſhame to carry Home 
again; ſo tis a ſhame to Sin, but tis a double 
ſhame to Repent; nay, we go beyond all that, 
tis no ſhame to be Wicked, but to Whine and 
Repent is intolerable; and, as the late Colone 
1 .— ſaid, in the flagrance of his Wit, that 
it might be a Fault to Whore, and Drink, and 
Swear, and ſome worſe Sins of his, Which he 
reckoned up; but to Repent ! to Repent! ſays. 
de, (repeating the Words) nothing of a Gentle- 
man can come into that ; to be Wicked, adds 
he, is wicked, that's true; but toRepent, that's 
the Devil. 1 96 1 | 


q * Bluſh to Repent, but Never bliſh to Sin. N 


By the Rubicor's paſt, it muſt be put to the 
venture; and let Rage and exaſperated Luſt 
Jo its worſt, the lewd Age fhall hear their 
ſhameleſs Behaviour as well expoſed as it will 
bear, and that withont any ſhameleſs Doings in 
the Reproof; they will find no Levity here; 
no cleanſing Blurs with blotted Fingers; they” 
ſhall have nothing to Bluſh for but that they 
give occaſion for ſuch a Reproof, which being . 
engaged with them on the occaſion of their 4 
filthy Conduct, may be forced to ſpeak of it in 
Terms neceſſary to expreſs our deteſtation of 
it, but not at all adapted to encourage or recom- 
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CHAP: 1: 

Of MaTRIMONY, the Nature of it, its 
ſacred Original, and the true intent and 
meaning of its Inſtitution; as alſo how 
our Notions of it are degenerated, the. 
Obligations of it diſregarded, and. the 


Thing it ſelf, as a State of Life, groſh 
abuſed, oe BR 


: F.ELNG to diſcourſe in a particular 
and extraordinary Manner of the: 
$34 Breaches of the Matrimonial Rela- 
tion, with the Diſorders which are. 
committed under the Prote&ion of 
Matrimony; and being to exhibit a Charge of 
very high Crimes and Miſdemeanors againſt ſome 
People who think themſelves very V irtuous and 
Modeſt, and yet give themſelves all thoſe Ma- 


trimonial Liberties: It is highly needful to ex- 


plain to ſuch ſeemingly Ignorant, what the true 
intent and meaning of that ill- underſtood State 
of Life is; what it imports; and how Chriſtians; 
ought to rate and eſteem the Obligation of iti in 
the Conduct of a regular Lifſe. "Tel? 

Fox as I find my Judgment of Things is 
like to differ from others, that What they: thiple 


lawful I ſhall condemn as criminal, and cenſure; 


what they think moderate and ſober, the Pre- 
Iiminaries ought to be ſettled as we go; that 


we may begin upon right Principles, lea- 


ving 


47 1 

ving no Room to cavil at Terms, and diſpute 
upon Conſtruction of Words, nicety of Expref- 
ſion, double Entendres, and ſuch Trifles. I re- 
ſolve to ſpeak plainly, and would be under- 
ſtood diſtinctl . | 
MAT IIMONx is, according to the Words in 
the Office appointed in our Liturgy, GOD's Or- 
dinance, that I ſhall prove to you preſently; but 
*tis'moreover G OD's holy Ordinance,” No if it 
be a holy Ordinance, the married Life has a Sanc- 
tion too, and ought to be preſerved ſacred, not be 
debauched with criminal Exceſles of any kind 
much leſs ſhould it be made a coverand skreen for 
thoſe matrimonial Intemperances which I now 
ſpeak of, and which I ſhall prove to be not on- 
ly ſcandalous to, but unworthy of Matrimony, 
as a ſacred ſtate of Life?ꝰõ⸗oec‚ e en en 
As it is G O D's Ordinance, and an holy Or- | 
dinance, ſo *tis an honourable State; the Apo- 
ftle lays, Marriage is honourable,” Heb. xiii. 4. 
But then you are to obſerve” alfo, that it is 
immediately added, and the Ped undefiled. Now 
this nice Term of the Bed undefiled, requires 
ſome Explanation, and in that perhaps we may - 
differ. They that think the Marriage-Bed can- 
not be defiled but by Adultery, will greatly dif- 
fer from me; and tis my Buftnels to prove they 
| — miſtaken, which, if I do not, I do no- 
: 22 that I may do it with the more clear- 
neſs, and leave no Room for Diſpute, I there- 
fore ſet apart this firſt Chapter to conſider Ma- 
trimony in general, what it is, how we ought 
to underſtand it, and what the End and Deſign 
of GOD's Appointment in it was, and {till 15; 
and by this, I think, I may make Way for a 
more exact Obſervation of thoſe Duties which 
+221 . C3 mn 


ts}. 
the matrimonial Vow is ſaid to bind us to, and 
expoſe the ſcandalous Miſtakes of thoſe who 
make it a Cloke to all Licentiouſneſs. - 
As ſoon as our Mother EVE was firſt form'd, 
had juſt found her ſelf in Being, and though 
ſhe had ſeen nothing about her, yet had a Soul 
as capacious of Knowledge as the Man ſhe was 
made for. The Text ſays, GO D brought ber to 
the Man, Gen. 11. 22. that is, in ſnort, G OD mar- 
ried them. Adam himſelf expreſſes it, cap. 111. 
12. The Woman whom thou gaveſ me. N. B. GOD 
ve the Bride. 1751 a He d 
HEN CRE I obſerve by the way, tho with all 
poſſible Brevity, that 1 wrong 
who challenge the Clergy for engroſſing the 
Office of Marrying, as if it did not belong to 
them, but was a meer Civil Contract, and 
therefore Was no Perquiſite of the Church, but 
the Buſineſs of the Magiſtrattee. 
I fay, *tis a Miſtake, for as it was inſtituted 
immediately fromthe SrineAuthority, ſoit was 
ſolemnized by him who having alone Inſtituted 
it, had a Right to perform the Ceremony; for 
this Reaſon it is called GO D's holy Ordinance 
and though I do not think it ought to be callec 
a Sacrament, yet without doubt GOD himſelf 
put a ſacred Character upon it as he honoured 
it with a particular Law, the ſecond Law given 
in Paradiſe, namely, that the Man ſhould leave 
his Father and bis Mother and cleave unto his + 
Wife, Gen. 11. 24. after which, as GOD, who 
was the Father of Eve, gave her in Marriage, 
o the Paternal Authority preſerved the Right 
of Marriage ever after, as they did the Prieſt- 
hood, (for the Patriarch was the Prieſt) and had 
it by the ſame Authority; Hence the Parent giv- 
ang the Bride is to this Day a remainder of 2 
| Autho# 
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Authority. The Ceremony then being trul 
Religious, and an Ordinance of GOD, it goez 
with GOD's other Ordinances, away to the 
Prieſt, whoſe Buſineſs it is to exerciſe all reli- 
gious Offices; and this among the reſt. | 

A180 here, if you will allow me to Preach, 
it ſhall be againſt the Plurality of Wives: 
From this Pattern in Paradiſe Poligamy ſeems to 
be utterly condemned; and though in the Times 
of After-Ignorance many Things were prac- 
tiſed, which, as the Text ſays, GOD winked at, 
yet in the Beginning it was not ſo; and we may 
as well Argue for marrying two Siſters, as Fa- 
cob, and perhaps ſeveral others did, till it was 
eſpecially prohibited, as for marrying many 
Wives at once, which *tis evident our Saviour 
forbids, and the Argument 5 them are 
alike, as I {aid above, (viz.) That in the Begin- 
ing it was not ſo. | FY 

I know tis alledged, that the encreaſe of 
Mankind, in thoſe early Ages: of Time, made 
it neceſſary; but might it not be much more a 
Reaſon in Adam's Caſe when he was alone? 
And why did not GOD, for the immediate 
Propagation of the kind, and encreaſe of the 
World, make his Rib into half a dozen Wives 
for Adam, or as many as he had pleas'd. 

Bur tis evident, one Wife to one Husband 
was thought beſt by his Maker, who knew 
what was beſt, and moſt calculated for his tem- 
poral Felicity; as to the encreaſe of People, 
*twas evident the Race ſoon multiplied; an 
after the Interruption of the firſt Growth, an 
the Diſaſter of Abel's Death, the long Life of 
the Antediluvians alſo conſidered, the Numbers 
of People ſoon encreaſed, and that ina prodigious 
manner; for, if you will believe the learned 
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Author of the Theory of the Earth, 'tis proba- 
ble there were much greater Numbers of People 
alive at the Deluge than ever were in the 
World at any one time ſince, or than are now; 


tho' the World is thought to be more populous 


now than ever it has been ſince the Deluge. 
TRE Argument for the encreaſe of People 
could not be greater ſince, than it was in Para- 
diſe; and had GOD approved of it, or thought 
it reaſonable, he would certainly have given 
Adam more Wives than one at firſt. Beſides, 
one Wife was given him as a Help meet; by 
which it is evident the Original andre it 
a Help ſufficient to him, intimating, that they 
were in every Thing ſufficient to one another; 
and not to enter into that Part of it which re- 
ſpect their Sexes, which my lewder Readers will 
erhaps look for; Tis evident, that a ſingle 
anded Matrimony is many Ways adapted to 
the Felicity ef human Life more than a ſtate 
of Poligamy; the Effect of a Plurality of 
Wives having always been Family-Strife, En- 
vying, and Quarrelling, between the Women 
eſpecially, no Part of which could mueh add 
to the Felicity of the Husband, and often did 
embark the Husband in the Breach, as in the 
Examples of Sarah and Hagar, Leah and Rachel, 

Hannah and Penninah, and many others. 
O the other hand, we fee the moſt eminent 
of the Patriarehs had but one Wife, at leaſt we 
read of no more; even Abraham, except in the 
Caſe of Hagar, who was but a Concubine at 


moſt, had but one Wife at a Time; Iſaac had 


never any but Rebecca, Foſeph, Moſes, Aaron, 
and ſeveral others; the groſſer 'Uſe of Wo- 
men came in with David, as the ſetting up a 
Sexaglio of Whores did with King 2 3 
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but, to repeat our Saviour's Words again, in 
the Beginning it was not ſo v. 

BVT I ſhall ſpeak of that Part again in its 
Courſe. What I have now ſaid is but a Di- 
greſlion made neceſſary as an Obſervation on 
the manner of the firſt Wedding; the Man and 
the Woman, as I have ſaid, were ſingle and ſe- 
parate, but Gop made them to aſſociate toge- 
ther, ſo he brought the Woman to bim, and gave 
her to be with him, that is, as above, GOD 
married them. h le süd 
Go having thus ordained Matrimony, and 
ſolemnized the firſt Nuptials in Paradiſe, it 
cannot be denied to be, as our Office of Matri- 
mony declares it, G OD's Holy Ordinance, How 
our Notions of it are degenerated, the Bonds of 
it diſregarded, and the whole Inſtitution abu- 
ſed, is the Subject of this whole Undertaking, 
but eſpecially of this Chapter. 1 

Wu Ar the true intent and meaning of Ma- 
trimony, in its firſt Inſtitution, was, and what 
the Nature of that Contract points at, I ſhall 
leave in better Hands; the learned Fathers of 
the Church have, in all Ages, taken Pains to 
explain thoſe Things to you: Nor am I going 
about to Preach, as a Reverend Divine lately 
did to the ſurprize of his Auditory, on Gen. iv. 
ver. 1, Adam knew his Wife Eve. But there ate 
a great many Civil Views in the Inſtitution of 
Matrimony, which the propagating of the kind 
has little or no Concern in, and the Ordinance 
of Matrimony ſuffers as much by our ſcanda- 
lous Notions of it, as a State of Life, as it does 
in any other Part. iT. e. 1 
No is the ſubordination any Part of the Caſe 
Jam upon; I am ſo little a Friend to that 
which they call Government and Obedience 
1 between 
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between the Man and his Wife, eſpecially as 
ſome People would have it be underſtood, and 
as the common Talk is managed when ſuch 
Things come in our way; that the Ladies will 
take no Offence at me, I dare ſay. I don't 
take the State of Matrimony to be deſigned as 
that of r who are bound to the Family, 
and that the Wife is to be us d only as the up- 

r Servant in the Houſe. The great Duty be- 

een the Man and his Wife, I take to conſiſt 
in that of Love, in the Government of Af- 
fection, and the Obedience of a complaiſant, 
kind, obliging Temper, the Obligation is reci- 
2 tis drawing in an equal Yoke; Love 


nows no ſuperior or inferior, no imperious 
Command on one hand, no reluctant Subjection 
2 other; = _ - w_ ſhould. ar 3 
well-ordering their Family, the -guidin 
their Houſhold and Children, —— 4 
ſtructing and managing them with a mutual 
Endeavour, and giving reſpectively good Ex- 
amples to them, directing others in their Duty 


by doing their on well, guiding themſelves 


in every Relation, in order to the well guiding 
all that are under them; filling up Life with 
an equal Regard to thoſe above them, and 


thoſe below them, ſo as to be Exemplar to 


- Ta1s is Matrimony in its | juſt appointed 
meaning, whatever Notions . our faſhionable 
People may have of it. What * elſe can 
thole Words have in them, which we find ſo 
carefully placed, and ſo openly repeated in the 
Office at the Time of Marriage, Vilt thou love 
her, live with her, comfort ber, bonour, keep her, 
and again, to love and to cheriſh; and afterward 
Kis added, that you will do all this according 
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to GOD's holy Ordinance; which, if I may ex- 
pound in very plain Words, is, according to 
the true intent and meaning of the firſt Inſti- 
tation, and that is in the Senſe of Gor him- 
ſelf, to be a Help meet to one another. | 
Drop the whole, the Matrimonial Duty is 
all reciprocal ; *tis founded in Love, tis per- 
formed in the heighth of Affection; its moſt 
erfect Accompliſhment conſiſts not in the 
Fnion of the Sexes, but in the Union of the 
Souls; uniting their Deſires, their Ends, and 
re their Endeavours, for compleating 

their mutual Felicity. STEEL | 
ALL the ſubjection and ſubordination in the 
World, without this mutual Affection, cannot 
give one Dram of Satisfaction or Enjoyment, 
How remote our Notions of iage in ge- 
neral are to theſe Things, and how little the 
preſent Age ſeems to underſtand them, or at 
feaſt to regard them, I need not enquire ; tis 
too viſible in almoſt every Family: Nor indeed 
can ĩt be otherwiſe, except by ſome rare Exam- 
wo of Virtue and good Humour meeting on 
oth Sides, which, as Marriages are now made, 
is very unlikely to happen; tis a Lottery of a 
thouſand Blanks to'a Prize. 011.895 
Nor one in five hundred of thoſe that now 
marry, really underſtand what they marry for; 
I cannot give the detail of their general Ac- 
count, and of the Anſwers they would give to 
the Queſtion without Bluſhes, not at them, but 
for them; I do not mean Bluſhing in the Senſe 
that I generally take the Word in this Book, 
but I mean bluſhing for the Folly and Igno- 

rance of the People. FORE 
As k the Ladies why they marry, they tell 
you *tis for a good Settlement; tho they ml 
| their 
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their own Fortunes to ſettle on themſelves be- 
fore, Ask the Men why they marry, it is for 
the Money. Ho few Matches have any other 
Motive except ſuch as I muſt mention here- 
after, and indeed will hardly bear any mention 


at all, for many known Reaſons. How little is 


regarded of that one eſſential and abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary Part of the Compoſition, called Love, 
without which the matrimonial State is, I 


think, hardly lawful, I am ſure is not rational, 


and, I think, can never be happy e. 
HENCE it follows, that we have ſuch few 
happy and ſucceſsful Matches. How much Ma- 
trimony, how little Love; how many Coupled, 
how few. Join'd z in a word, how much Mar- 
riage, how little Friendſhip. O Friendſhip! 
thou exalted. F e f Life, thou glorious 
Incorporation of Souls, thou heavenly Image, 
thou poliſher and finiſher of the brighteſt Part 
of Mankind, how much art thou talked of, 
how little underſtood, how much pretended to, 
how little endeayoured for! Where does: the 
kind expecting Husband find a ſincere Friend 
in his Boſom? How ſeldom does the tender af- 
fectionate Wife take a Friend into her Arms, 
even though ſhe does take the Perſon, ſne takes 
the Man without the Husband, and the Huſ- 
band without the Friend? Not Virtue, not 
Fidelity to the Marriage Bed, not Conſcience 
of 27 Duty, not Religion, will do 
it; u not R LIGI OM! How many Hus- 
bands and Wives will go to Heaven from the 
Arms of the Wives and Husbands they had no 
Rriendſhip fer ai 57 nel from I 0 
How miſerably do the Pious and the Devout, 
the Religious and the Conſciencious live toge- 
ther! the Husbands here, the Wives there, by 


jarring 
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jarring Tempers, diſcording Affections, and, in 
ſhort, meer want of Love and Friendſhip, grow 
ſcandals to the N Life, and ſet themſelves 
up for Beacons and Light-houfes, to warn the 
wandering World, and to bid them beware how 
they marry without Love, how they join Hands 
and not Hearts, unite Intereſts, unite Sexes, 
unite Families and Relatives, and yet never 
unite Hearts? | . TIRE 

How is Matrimony abuſed in all theſe Caſes 
by almoſt all Sorts of People, who carrying a 
Face of Civility and Union 1n the married Life, 
and who, in view of the World, paſs for ſober, 
modeſt, grave, religious, and all that Virtue 
and Honeſty call for among Chriſtians; and 
yet trace them into their Houſes and Families, 
their Converſation 1s groſs, and, in a manner 
debauched with undecent Language, their Way 
of living all Luxury and Sloth, their Marriage 
Covenants broken- by Strife and Contention ; 
in a word, their Houſes a Bedlam, and their 
Marriage Bed a Scene of Lewdneſs and Exceſſes 
not to be named. : 

Is this living together after Go 0's holy Or- 
dinance? Is this making the Marriage Bed a 
Bed undefiled? Will they pretend there is no- 
thing defiles the Marriage Bed but Whoredom, 
and forſaking the Marriage Covenant. Let not 
that Miſtake be their Protection in the Breach 
of the Laws of Nature, and deſpiſing all the 
limitations of Decency and Modeſty; there 
are Laws and Limits plac'd by Nature, nay, 
let me ſay, by the Go p of Nature, even to the 
conjugal Embraces; and a due regard is to be 
had, in all Caſes, to thoſe Laws and Limits. 
If I am ſpeaking to Chriſtians I need not ex- 
plain my ſelf ; but as Tam to ſpeak to ſome 
AFL People 


1 
People who, though the World calls them 
Chriſtians, can hardly, without bluſhing, call 
themſelves ſo, I muſt be forced to ſpeak as 
plainly as the Laws of Decency will allow, in 
reproving their Conduct, I refer to the Parti- 
culars in the following Tract, where they who 
are guilty may find Room to bluſh. 

IT were to be wiſhed, that all People that 
marry were to be ask'd before-hand if they re- 
ally underſtood what Matrimony meant, and 
what the true intent of a married Life was, as 

well in its Inſtitution, as in the grand Deſign of 
Family-Felicity; the married Couple are 
young, their Blood warm; the Youth, fir'd 
with the blooming Beauty of his Bride, thinks 
of little all the while the Apparatus of the 
Wedding 1s 1n hand, nay, perhaps all the while 
he is (Jeigning) I ſhould ſay making, Love to 
her, as we weakly call his Courting her, I think 
we ſhould rather call it, all the while he is 
talking in Jeſt to her; I ſay, all this while he 
3s thinking of little but getting to Bed to her, 
What engages her Thoughts I ſay nothing to, 
for Reaſons given already. 

Tus, coming together without Thought, we 
are not to wonder they go on without Conduct, 
that they act a thouſand weak and wild Things 
afterwards, ſuch as they often live to be aſhamed 
of, and to bluſh at. As they allowed them- 
ſelves to think no farther than the wedding 

Week, ſo how awkwardly do they behave when 
they come to the graver Part of Life? Matri- 
mony is not a Branch of Life only, but *tis a 
State, tis a ſettled Eſtabliſnment of Life, and an * 
Eſtabliſhment for a continuance at leaſt of the 
Life of one of the two. How unhappy are thoſe 
married People, whoraſhly coming * v7 

al 
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ſaid juſt now, and perhaps with mean and un- 
thinking Views, I think I may ſay, Views uns 
worthy of the Dignity and Honour of a mar- 
ried State, ſeem ſurpriſed and 2 
when they come to enter upon the ſubſequent 
more weighty and ſolid Part of the married 
Life? How often do we hear them ſay, If I had 
known what it had been to be a Wife, if I 
had known what it had been to be a Husband, 
and to have the Care of a Family upon me, 
and a Houſe-full of Children to provide for, — 
take care of, I would never have married. Some 
indeed Repent upon a worſe Foot. But I am 
ſpeaking of it now, even where the Article of 
a bad Husband or a bad Wife are not con- 
cerned. | | 
MARRIAGE is an bonourable State or Station 
of Life, but it is not a thoughtleſs, idle, un- 
employed State, even where the Concerns of the 
Family are eaſy, where Plenty flows, and the 
World ſmiles; yet a married Life has its Cares, 
its Anxieties, its Embaraſſments, which the 
oung Lady knew nothing of in her Father's 
Houſe where ſhe liv'd without Care, without 
Diſturbance, ſlept without Fear, and wak'd 
without Sorrows. But married, ſhe is a Miſtreſs, 
ſhe is a Mother, ſhe is a Wife, every one of 
which Relations has its little addenda of Incum- 
cumbrance, and perhaps of Uneaſineſs too, be 
her Circumſtances as good otherwiſe as ſhe can 
or would ſuppoſe them to be. 51 
Wx have an Exgliſb ſaying, they that marry 
in haſte repent at leiſure. Now though my 
Deſign is not to run down the married State, 
and raiſe frightful Ideas in the Minds of thoſe 
that are to enter into it, ſo as to prevent their 
marrying ; yet, I hope, I may hint to —_ 
that 


„ 
that they ſhould look before why take this 
Leap in the Dark, that they ſnould conſider all 
the Circumſtances that are before them, that 
_ may have no Reaſon to repent when they 
ſhall be ſure to have no Room for it. 

Now, it is not the Matrimony, but the abuſe 
of Matrimony, which is our preſent Subject, 
nor let the Ladies be offended; as if I was per- 
fwading Folks not to marry at all; it is not 
refuſing Matrimony that I perſuade to in order 
to prevent thoſe Abuſes, but a conſidering and 
weighing the Circumſtances of Matrimony be- 
fore it is conſummated. I agree with the: Maids : 
Catechiſe, where the firſt Queſtion is, hat is 
the chief End of a Maid? and the Anſwer is, 
To be married. But I am Arguing to remove. 
the Occaſion of thoſe Abuſes which make the 
Matrimony ruinous, and a Diſaſter both to the 
Man and to theMaid. » bing, 
TuIs would fecure the Affection of the Par- 
ties before they marry; they would be united 
before they were joined, they would be mar- 
ried even before they were wedded, the Love 
would be poſleſs'd before the Perſons, and they 
would have exchanged Hearts before they ex 
changed the Words of, I, M. take thee: VN; in 
ſhort, Matrimony without Love is the Cart be- 
fore the Horſe, and Love without Matrimony; 
is the Horſe without any Cart at all. 

MARRYING is not ſuch a frightful Thing 
that we ſhould be terrified at the Thoughts of 
it, yet it is far from being ſucha trifling Thing 
either that we ſhould run Headlong or Blind- 
fold into it, without ſo much as looking before 
us. Twas a prudent Say ing of a young Lady, 
who wanted neither Wit or Fortune to recom- 
mend her, that marrying on the Woman's Side 
Was 


was like a Horſe ruſhing into the Battle, wlio 
depending upon the Hand that rules him, has 
no Weapon of his own, either offenſive or de- 
fenſive; whereas, on the Man's fide, like the 
Soldier, he has both Armour to preſerve him- 
ſelf, and Weapons to make him be fear'd by his 
Adverſary. | daten 
I know not by what degeneracy in our Man- 
ners, or corruption of Principles, it is come 
to paſs, but tis too general in practice, that 
Matrimony. is now looked upon only as a po- 
litick Opportunity to gratify a vitious Appe- 
tite: The Form, how ſacred ſoever graver Heads 
may pretend it is in its Inſtitution, is now- 
become our Jeſt, and not only ridiculed and 
bantered in our Diſcourſe, for that might be 
born with, but *tis become a Jeft in practice; 
all the ſolemn Part is dropt out of our Thoughts, 
the Money and the Maidenhead is the Sub- 
Je& of our Meditations; not only the divine 
- Inſtitution is made a Stalking-horſe to the bru⸗ 
tal Appetite, but indeed the beſt of Women are 
betrayed by it into the hands of the vileſt of 
Men, and in the groſſeſt manner abus'd; nay, 
which is ſtill worſe, this is done with a Banter 
and a Jeſt, all the ſacred Obligations, the in- 
diſſolvable Bands of Religion and Virtue, are 
trampled under foot; the modeſt and moſt vir- 
tuous Lady is impudently defloured, and the 
Night's Enjoyment bbaſted of the next Day in 
the Arms of a Strumpet; the innocent Bride 
is. poiſoned. with a Diſeaſe, and the deteſtable 
Wretch is a Bridegroom, and an Adulterer, in 
the firſt four and twenty Hours of his Engage- 
ment. | l 
4 B3—.— was a Gentleman of 
Figure and Fortune; in his Coach and four, and 
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with a ſuitable Equipage : He made his Addreſ- 
ſes to a wealthy Citizen, and Propoſals of ſuit- 
able Settlement, for his Conſent. to court his 
Daughter. Nothing appeared but what was fair 
and honourable; he is accepted; the young 
Lady, virtuous, modeſt, beautiful, finely bred, 
in the Bloom of her Youth, wheedled with his 
Tongue, and deceived with the appearance of 
a fine Gentleman, and a Lover, yields to the 
Propoſals, and throws her ſelf into the Arms of 
the worſt of Monſters. | | 

TRE very firſt Moments of his embraces 
fright her with ſomething inexpreſſibly nau- 
ſeous about him; yet Innocence and Virtue 
had no Power to make a Judgment of Things; 
but, like the chaſt Roman Lady, whoſe Huſ- 
band had a ſtinking Breath, innocently an- 
ſwered, That ſhe thought all Men were ſv. 

In ſhort, the Lady is ruined the firſt Night; 
the V.. -.. boaſted among his viler Com- 
panions, that he had e her ſomething that 
would ſoon diſpoſe of her; and it was too true; 
in leſs than a Month ſhe was in a Condition 
not fit to be deſcribed, in about two more the 
ableſt Phyſicians ſhook their Heads, and voted 
her Incurable, in eight Months ſhe was a de- 
plorable Object, and, in leſs than a Year, lodg d 
in her Grave; the Murtherer, for he can be no 
other, putting on Black for a ſhew ; but when 
charged home by the Friends of the ruin'd 
Lady, anſwered with a kind of a laugh, that he 
thought he had been cured. . 

Ir this unhappy Story were a Romance, a 
Fiction, contrived to illuſtrate the Subject, I 
ſhould grve it you with all its abhorred Particu- 
lars, as far as decency. of Language would per- 
mit; that the abuſe of Matrimony, which is the 

| "=O dubject 
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Subject I am now to enter upon, may be expo- 
ſed as it deſerves. | | 
Bur when Facts, however flagrant, are too 
near home, and the miſerable Sufferers already 
too much oppreſſed with the Injury, we muſt 
not add to their Afflictions by too publick a uſe 
of the Calamity to embelliſh our Story; the 
murthered Lady reſts in her Grave; we muſt 
leave the Offender to the ſupreme Juſtice, and 
to the Reproaches of his Conſcience. 

Sap Examples of conjugal Treachery might 
be given of this kind; and I might make the 
whole Work a Satyr upon thoſe, who, abuſin 
the Marriage Bed, have proſtituted the ſacre 
Inſtitution to their Vice, and made it a cover- 
ing to Crime, a ſnare to the Perſon drawn into 
it, and a cheat to devour their Fortunes, as well 
as Perſons. 

TRE Lady , pardon my concealing 
Names, is a Perſon of good Birth, of a Family 
in good Circumſtances, and paſs'd with all that 
knew her for a Woman of Virtue. Her modeſt 
behaviour gave ſuch a Credit to her, and eſta- 
bliſhed her Character ſo well, that it would 
have looked like Malice, and been received in 
all Company with a general diſguſt, fo much 
as to have drop'd a Word that look'd like De- 
traction, or in the leaſt tonch'd her Fame. | 

SHE is admired and courted by ſeveral, and, 
after ſome time, married by a Perſon of good 
Fortunes, and even ſuperior Birth ; a Man of 
Honour and of Quality, and yet, which is now 
very rare, a Man of Virtue: He 1s pleas'd with 
his Bride to the laſt degfee; vain of her 
Beauty; boaſts of her as a Prize carry'd by his 
good Fortune from ſo many Pretenders. But, 
alas ! what a PR uſualSmile ae 
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fat upon his always pleaſant Countenance! 
What Torment ſwell'd his Breaſt, when, within 
the compaſs of half a Year, he finds the vir- 
tuous Charmer, the Miſtreſs of his chaſt Af- 
fect ions, not only with Child, but not able any 
longer to conceal, that by the unalterable Laws 
of Nature it could not be his. | | 
He is ſurprized, he charges her with it, ſhe 

confeſles it with the utmoſt Teſtimonies of pe- 
nitence and regret for the Injury done him, 
and, with the force of an inimitable Conduct, 
reingages him; he forgives her, but finds out 
the Man, fights him, wounds him, and is killed 
himſelf in the unequal Quarrel. Miſerable 
Effect of abus'd Matrimony ! 1211 
Hor even all this is not the great Point aim'd 
at in this Work: Our View is the criminal uſe 
of the lawful Liberties of Matrimony, and 
that I ſhall come to in its Place. N 
AuoN G theſe however this is not the 
leaft, and therefore proper to this Place, viz. 
That we find wrong Notions of the matrimonial 
Vow, wrong Thoughts of the conjugal Obhga- 
tion have poflelsd the Minds of both Men 
and Women, and they marry now meerly to 
gratify the ſenſual Part, without the Views 
which the Nature of the Thing, called Matri- 
mony, ought to give them. This 1s what I 
call making a jeſt of the Inſtitution, that mar- 
ry in ſport, and, like the little Children, who 
not knowing what. they are doing, ſay to one 
another, Come, Let us Play at Man and 
Wife. | 

Tukx that make a jeſt of marrying, gene- 
rally live to be the Jeſt both of the married 
and unmarried World; when they marry in jeſt 
they come to mourn in earneſt; they tie eee 

* | _ 4} 
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ſelves in Bonds, "reſolving not to be bound by 
the Obligation; and where is the Honeſty and 
Juſtice of this? They that have no Senſe of 
the matrimonial Obligation can have no Senſe 
of the conjugal Duty; they marry to lie toge- 
ther; and they ſatisfy the Appetite in the Plea- 
ſures of the Marriage Bed. But when that's 
over, all the reſt, which they had no View of 
before, is a Force, a Bondage; and they as 

heartily hate the ſtate of Life as a Slave does 
his Lot in Algier or Tunis. 

LET me go on a little then to furniſh the 
growing World with better Not ions of the 

Thing; I ſay, let me take up a little of this 
Work in the needful Enquiry of what Matri- 

mony is, and how we ought to underſtand it. 
IE Ladies indeed run the greateſt Riſque 
in marrying, but the Men cannot be ſaid to 
run no hazard, or to have nothing to loſe; 
aà little Conſideration before-hand would leſſen 
the hazard on both Sides, and not only remove 
the Dangers but prepare the Minds of the mar- 
rying Couple to act their Parts wiſely and pru- 
dently, and to ſuit themſelves to the particular 
9 of the Condit ion which is before 
Tus due preparation of the Mind for the 
married State, would prevent all the Abuſes of 
it which I complain of in this Boo. 

WEN they come together affectionately, 
they will live together affectionately, at leaſt 
they will not abandon all Affection to one ano- 
ther afterwards, or not ſo ſoon; nor will it be 
fo likely that they ſhould declare open War 
againſt one another ſo ſoon, as when they came 
1 without any previous Kindneſs, except 
only from the Lips outw are. 
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Wu they come ee deliberately, they 
will keep together deliberately; they will not 
be ſo ready to curſe the raſhneſs and hurry of 
their Marriage, or be ſo eaſily diſappointed 
in one another. | 

AGAIN, and which is eſpecially to the Pur- 
poſes mentioned hereafter in this Work, when 
they come together Coolly and Modeſly, they 
will not be ſo apt, by immoderate and furious 
Exceſſes, to diſhonour the Marriage Bed, and 
abuſe one another, as too many do. 
MATRIMO Nx is a ſolemn Work, 'tis pro- 

ofed as a ſacred Inſtitution; and the conjugal 

ate is, upon all Occaſions, look'd upon, by thoſe 
that conſider and underſtand it, as a kind of 
Civil Eftabliſhment in life; to engage in it 
Raſhly, and without Conſideration, is perfectly 
inconſiſtent with the Nature of the Thing, and 
with all that is propoſed in it, or expected from 
it, at leaſt by wiſe and ſober: People. 
I cannot enter here upon a Deſcription of all 
the ſeveral Incidents which render a married 
Life happy or miſerable; they are innumera- 
ble, and too long to meddle with in a Work ſo 
Hort as this. But as I am moving all thoſe 
(young People eſpecially) who deſign to marry, 
to conſider fedately and calmly, and weigh well 
theCircumſtances, and all the Particulars of what 
they are going to engage in, as well of Perſons 
as Things; fo I muſt add, that let the Circum- 
ſtances of the married Couple be what they will, 
I believe it will be univerſally true, that thoſe 
Matches ſucceed beſt which are entered into 
with the moſt ſerious and thorough Delibera- 
tion; duly debating all the Particulars of the 
Perſons, ſeriouſly engaging the Affections on 
both Sides, by mutual reciprocal nnn, 
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and -unfeigned ſincere Love, founded on Teal 
Merit, Surtability and Virtue. Theſe confirm 
the Felicity, if they may not be ſaid really to 
conſtitute it : Nor, in a word, is there one 
Match in fifty happy and ſncceſsful without 
It. 

Now, to come to the laſt Clauſe in the Title 
of this Chapter; it is for want of theſe calm 
deliberate Proceedings in the Apparatus of 
Matrimony, for want of weighing Circumſtan- 
ces, and ſuiting Perſons to one another, that 
Matrimony 1s fo often abuſed; ſuitability of 
Perſons is one of the greateſt and moſt impor- 
tant Difficulties that lie before the marrying : 
Couple for their Confideration. The Temper 
of the Perſon is not eaſily diſcovered, nor does 
it require a little Judgment and Diſcretion to 
dive into the Diſpoſition of the Perſon ; look- 
ing too narrowly for Defects (fince all Tempers 
may have Failings) may be 1njurious on one 
hand; as covering the Infirmities which dif. 
cover themſelves too evidently, may be in ju- 
rious on another. | 

I knew a certain Lady in the critical Time 
of Courtſhip, mighty inquiſitive about the 
Qualifications, the Temper, and the Merit of 
the Gentleman; and it was thought ſhe ſhewed 
abundance of Prudence and Caution in her Ob- 
ſervation of his Condu&, and her Enquiries 
into his Character. It happened, one particu- 
lar Perſon, who was very intimate in the Fa- 
mily of the Gentleman, and knew him more 
particularly than moſt did, had fo much Inte- 
eit! as to inform the Lady's Friend who ſhe 

ent to enquire about him, that he was a hard 
Drinker, and that particularly he was very ill- 
humoured and quarrelſome when in drink; tho' 

D4 'twas 
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*twas allowed that he was very well tempered 
when ſober, and, 1n general, had the Character 
of a good-humoured Man, 5 AS 
IT ſeems no Body elſe was ſo kind, or ſo juſt 
to her, or ſo well acquainted with his Humour, 
as to acquaint her of this Part, but that one 
Perſon; and the Lady either liking the Man, or 
having particularly a mind to be married, or 
what elſe over-ruled her, I know not, butſhetook 
this Account, which was the only faithful and 
ſincere one that ſhe had given her, to be mali- 
cious and falſe; ſo ſhe went on with her Affair, 
as before, giving no heed to what ſhe had heen 
fo kindly inform'd of. | 
Bur a little while after, as if Providence 
had directed it for her more effectual Informati- 
on, and particularly that ſhe might have no 
excuſe, and none to blame but her ſelf; I ſay, 
a little after this, he happens to be very 
Drunk, and, in his drink, he not only takes 
care to give the Lady a Viſit, but goes from her 


to the Houſe of one of her neareſt Relat ions, 


and ſnows himſelf there too. e N 

TRE Lady ſurpriſed, not at his Viſit, but at 
ſeeing him in that Condition, as ſoon as ſne 
could decently diſmiſs him, went big with her 
diſcovery, and greatly exaſperated as well 
as diſappointed, to make her Complaint, and 
give her Paſſions vent at her Relations, who I 
mentioned above. But if ſhe was vexed and 
diſappointed before, ſhe was both angry and 
aſhamed now, to find he had fo little Diſcretion 
in his Wine, as to.go and ſhow and expoſe him- 
ſelf there, ſo that when ſhe ſaw it, ſhe could 
not forbear reproaching him with it, and that 
in the bittereſt Terms imaginable, 
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Tux Gentleman ſtood * patiently a 


good while, and bore it all, better than they 
that knew him expected he ſhould, conſidering 
he was very drunk, till the Lady giving her 
Paſſions a full vent, fell upon him in a down- 
right fcold, and ended it with a forbidding him 
to wait upon her any more, that is to ſay, bad 
him give himſelf no farther trouble about her, 
for ſhe had enough of him, and the like. 
Tavs far, T ſay, he held it very well, con- 
ſidering his Condition: But when ſhe came to 
that Part, he looked ſteadily at her, and with a 
ſmiling pleaſant Countenance, contrary to his 
uſual Cuſtom when he had been drinking, he 
turns to her, Ha Madam! ſays he, are you fo 
hot and in ſuch a rage! Pray, have you been drinłk- 
ing too? That put her quite mad; and ſhe re- 
viled him, told him ſhe ſcorn'd him, and his 
Queſtion too, that ſhe would have him be in- 
farmed ſhe was no ſuch Perſon, and a great 
deal more. No Madam! ſays he, are you not. 
in drink, and yet can be in ſuch a Rage? 
Are you ſo Paſſionate as this when you are ſo- 
ber? whereas, you ſee, I can be ſuch a patient 
Dog when I am drunk; why then, Madam, 
ſays he, in good Faith, Ill take you at your 
word, for you are not fit to make a Wife for 
me. So he takes a Glaſs of Wine, and drinks 
to her better Fortune, bad her good buy, and 
immediately, paying his Reſpects to the Gen- 
tleman of the Houſe, he walks out, and goes a- 
wa y. „ 
Ir ſhe was angry before, ſhe was calm, per- 
fectly calm, and ſurprized to the laſt degree, to 
ſee her ſelf treated ſo ſoberly by a Man that 
was hardly himſelf, and that ſhe was rejected 
in earneſt, whereas ſhe had rejected him N In 
| a kin 
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a kind of a Paſſion, and did not intend to be 
taken at her word. _ ee 8 
Howrvrx, notwithſtanding all this, and 
notwithſtanding ſhe ſaw him in drink ſeveral 
times after that, and ſometimes when he did not 
preſerve his Temper, as he did pt this Lady 
married him after it all; Aud what followed? 
As ſhe had reaſon to expect, fo it prov'd; ſhe 
was as compleatly miſerable in a Husband as a 
married Life could well make any Woman be ; 
for he proved not only drunken, but a paſſionate 
outragious Wretch in his drink, and that to her 
in particular, LY 

Ir is true, he was very obliging and good- 
tempered out of his Exceſſes; but then, as he 
grew older, the Vice encreaſed upon him; till 
at laſt, ſo little made him drunk, and he was ſo 
ſeldom ſober, that ſhe had the moſt Vexations, 
and the leaft Intervals of Quiet that ever Lady 
had; and all this for want of obeying not only 
the intelligence of her faithful Friend, but 
even the kind diſcovery which Providence made 
to her, as it were, on purpore, and paſt her 
being able to doubt the trath of it; fo that in- 
deed the had no Body to blame. 
Bur to return to the Caſe, and not to inſiſt 
upon the drunkenneſs of a particular Perſon, 
here or there,' which be ſaid to be an Ac- 
cident to the Temper , withont this, the 
diſcording Tempers of the Party is as great, 
and as a Cauſe of the abuſe of the ma- 
trimonial Peace, as any thing elſe can be. 

I have mentioned the 1ad Conſequences of 
diſcording Conftitutions, in a Chapter by it 
ſelf, and which often occaſions a great abuſe 
of the matrimonial Duty, and particularly of 
the Marriage Bed; but that is not the Point I 
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am upon here; the difference of Tempers is yet 
a chobfand times worſe, for this makes a conti 
nued Breach in every thing they do or ſay, ru- 
ins the whole Family-Peace, deſtroys the Com- 
fort of Life, expels Religion and every good 
thing; for, as the Scripture ſays; here there is 
Strife and Content ion, there is every evil Work.” 
Ts the horror of Matrimony” when two 
contrary Tempers come together, when Fire 
and Tinder meet, they certainly blaze toge- 
thery when the Spark and the Gunpowder touch, 
the whole Houſe is blown up; tis great pity to 
ſee in ſome Families a patient Wife and a fa- 
rious Husband, or a patient ſober Husband, and 
a termagant fiery Scold; becauſe there is the at- 
moſt Oppreſſion on one ſide, and the utmoſt Rage 
and Violence on the other. het 
Bor to have two Devils together in one 
Houſe, what can be expected but Ruin and 
Confuſion to the whole Family? and at-laft 
either ſeparation or deftru&ion,” 7 

I is meerly for want of a ſuitability of Tem- 
per, that the Peace of ſo many Families is loſt 
and deſtroyed, and Matrimony abuſed, and that 
ſo many, once happy People, are made miſe- 
rable. But 1 ſhall fay more of this Kill. © © © 
Marzio is a ftate of Union, tis the 
neareſt union that the Sexes can be placed in. 
This Union is appointed in order to the mutual 
felicity of the ies; tis then a ſtate that 
both Parties ſhould be particularly careful of, 


and of their Conduct in, that they may make 


it anſwer the End for which it was fo ap- 
pointed, namely to preſerve, and indeed to 
procure, the mutual a 


A pineſs to the Parties, 
and make that Union effectual. * 
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How impoſſible do we make this to our 
ſelves, when we invert the great End and De- 
ſign even of Gop himſelf, Who inſtituted and 
appointed it; and when we make the ſacred Or- 
dinance a retreat for Crime, a cover for our 
Exceſſes, and a protection to the moſt: abomi- 
nable Practices. einein hin ite, 
Tuts is what I call abuſing the ſtate of 
Matrimony as well as diſhonouring the Con- 
tract. Matrimony. is not a ſingle Act, but it 


3s a Condition of Life, and therefore when 


People are new- married, they are ſaid to have 
altered their Condition; it is a Series of Unity 
eontracted by, and ſhould be made up of agreeing 
Habits; where the Harmony is broken, the ſtate 
of Life is abuſed; when the Parties ceaſe to be 
united, and to be united too in that which is 
right, the Life is no more matrimonial; tis a 
Jargon of Speech, a Word without ſigniſica- 
tion, to call it a matrimonial Life. 
Is the Contract the Parties bind themſelves 
to live in this Harmony and ſtate of Unjon; 
what elſe is underſtood by living according 
to G O D's boy Ordinance, How do they tive 
according to a holy Ordinance, whoſe Conver- 


| ſation even towards one another, and with one 


another, pollutes and defiles the ſtate of Life, 
and would the very Ordinance: too, if that were 
eee n bee 1 
How the Converſation between a Man 


tate, (however ſtrange 
ſuch a thing may be) is the Subject of the 


and his Wife may and does pollute and de- 
Hle the matrimonial State, — 


Following Chapters, where the Affirmati ve will, 


T doubt not, be clearly made out. 
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CHAP. II. 


of MATRIMONIAL. CHASTITY, uber 
is to be underſtood by the Nord; a 
Proof of itt being required by the Lins 
of Go p aud Nature, and that wrong 
8 Notions of it have poſſeſsd the World. 
Dr. Taylot's 3 quoted * 
it. 8 


A . et ſettling Preliminariasj 
Lo! the Work I am upon will have fo 

So many Oppoſers, Fach Cavillings 
land Quarrellings, as well at the 

Subject, as at the Manner of 
| of handling it, that I am obliged 
to provide my Defences in time" againſt all 
the Batteries of the Enemy. 

-I have this to boaſt of for Encouragement, 
6425 that I know my Argument to be invul- 
nerable; all the Arts of Hell cannot evade the 
force of it; if there is the leaſt Defect, it muſt 
be in the weakneſs of the Performance. Good 
Weapons may be rendred uſeleſs or inſufficient 
in an unskilful Hand; but as no Man elſe has 
ever undertaken it, 1 muſt yenture, PII manage 
FB well as I can. © 

Ix the former Chapter 1 have explained 
the matrimonial Obligation, what I mean * 

E 
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the word 1 how it ſhould be unders 
ſtood, and in what fenſe I underſtand it in the 
- following Work. I repeat nothing. 
I am now to explain another , equally 
* tho little taken notice of among us, 
a Word thought to be difficult, but is not diffi- 
cult; abſolutely neceſſary to be underſtood to- 
wards the right rraging this Book, and parti- 
cularly uſeſul to its explanation, I mean Ma- 
TRIMONIAL CHASTITY ; *tis the Breach of 
this Chaſſity Link is the Subject of the whole 
Work, and tis therefore, I ſay, abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to underſtand what it ;. | 
Taz exerciſe of lawful Enjoyments is one 
of the grentett Snares of Life; where Men 
ſeem to be left to their own Latitudes, tis too 
natural to think they are not obliged to any Re- 
ftraint ; but *tis a great Miſtake : Chriſtian Li- 
mitation is the true meaſure of human Liberty 
where Heaven has had the goodneſs to leave us 
without a limitation, he expects we ſhould li- 
mit our ſelves with the more exa&neſs; and 
haps tis the intent and meaning of that 
— unlimited Liberty (for tis no more) 
that our Virtue may have a fair Field for its 
trial, and that we may more eminently ſhew 
our Chriſtian Tem in uling thoſe Li- 
berties with the ſame Moderation where we 
have no politive Reſtraints impoſed, as we 
would others, where we are under a direct and 
abſolute Command. 128 22 24 
Bglxd therefore about to reprehend the 
Breaches of this Moderation, and, in a word; 
to combat the Exorbitances of unlimited Life, 
tis n to know what they are 
and to lay down, with the utmoſt mn 
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that decency will permit, what it is I am ta 
or 


engage againſt, and for what Reaſons, wt 
CHASTITY is a Virtue much talked of, 
little practiſed; a great Noiſe is made with the 
word Chaſtity, and, on many Occaſions, where 
little true regard is had to the thing, and per- 
haps where tis little Tr oc d Bp. en 
among us for a meer Regulation nn 
and + kind of Government of Life. But he 
definition 1s Hey ſhort of the thing it 
ſelf, which is of a high and ſuperior kind; it 
is a rectitude of Nature, an inherent Bright- 
neſs of the Soul, PIl give you a better deſcrip- 
tion of it preſently, and a better deſcriber 
alſo, for I muſt ſpeak with Authority, if poſ- 
ſible, where I have ſo much to ſay, and which 
you wall like ſo little. 
I Chaſtity in general be fo little under= 
ſtood, the Chaſtity. I ſpeak of is infinitely more 
out of the way of your ordinary thinking: Ma- 
trimonial Chaſtity ! tis a new ſtrange Term, ſaid 
one of my critical Obſervers before I publiſhed 
this Work; you muſt be ſure to tell us what 
mean by it, or it will not be intelligible ; 
at, ſays £ are you going to lay down Rules 
and Laws for the Marriage Bed! Are you going 
to encloſe. what Heaven has. left free, an pre- 
tending to ſhew us the deficiency. of God's 
Laws, ſupply that deficiency. with ſome wiſer 
Rules of your own ? *Tis againſt Nature, as well 
as againſt Heaven. But this Reproof is miſ- 
Hr and the Reprover miſtaken. I am far 
rom adding to the Reſtraints that Nature, and 
the Go p of Nature have laid upon us, but am 
for ſhewing you what Reſtraints they are; an 
Particularly to let you ſee, there are ſome Re- 
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ſtraints where you ſuggeſt, and perhaps believe, 
there are really none. | „ 
Tou acknowledge, that Chaſtity in general. 
is a Virtue, and a Chriſtian, Duty; and J affirm. 
there 18 a particular Chaſtity; that is to ſay, a 
Iimited Liberty, which is to be obſerved and 

ily ſubmitted to in the conjugal State; 
This I call Matrimonial Chaſtity, and the Breach 
of this I call, as in my Title, matrimonial 
Whoredom; let others call it what they will, I 
can give 1t no other Name than what I think it 


_ deſerves..." 


© Tho! they're called Miſſes which lewd Men adore, 
* I cannot guild their Crimes, a Whore's a Whores . 


_ _Havixs thus entered upon the difficult 


Task of e thoſe criminal Practices of 
Men, which are acted under the ſhelter of ſup- 


> fed lawful Liberty, I ui fate the ae: 
| & Bound of th 


sand Extent at Liberty, that we may 
the better ground our future Cenſures, and be 
able to juſtify the Reproof from the Rules efta- 


_ bliſhed in the Foundation. 


"Now, that I may do this with the better 


Authority. I begin with quoting the late Pieus 
and Reverend Dr. 1 in his Book of Holy 


Living, he has a whole Chapter upon this very 
Subject, I mean of Chaſfity, and I cannot take 
my Arguments from a better Beginning 
_ * Chaſtity, ſays the Doctor, is the Circumci- 
4 ſſon of the Heart, the ſuppreſſing all irregu- 
« lar Deſires in the Matter of carnal and ſen- 
4 ſual Pleaſures, ir . 
HxꝝRE the Doctor has made a Proviſion to en- 
counter. the merry Diſputants of this Age, as 
pungent and as natural, as if he had been dr 
a ve, 
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alive, and knew the highth towhich x the coking 
Imaginations of Men Have carried thoſe irregular 


Deſires: What do you pretend to call Irregular, 
ſaid a cavilling favourer of Vice to me once, 


alſo before this Book was thou ht of? What 
can be Irregular between a and his 
Wife? 5 8 
I ſhall have more to ſay to cht Queſtion in 
e next Chapters, and doubt not to ſpeak to 
e Conviction of reaſonable Creatures: As to 

| 9 — Brutes I am not looking towards them, 
much leſs talking to them in a Diſcourſe: of 
Chaſtity ; let them alone to their irregular De- 
fires, * let the ſucceſs of thoſe gratifyd De- 
ſires be their reprover ; they generally end 
in Repentance, or, which is worſe, Self- re- 
proaches. But I come back to Dr. Taylor. 15 
I call all thoſe Defires regains ſays = 

6 Reverend Doctor. 


1. THAT. are not within the bot Tris 
= tution, or within the Protection 0 3 | 
* xiage. 

2. Tnar ate not within the Order of W 
A ture. 


3 Taar are not within the Moderation 
« of Chriſtian Modeſty. r 


IN. this laſt Head he monte (0 uſe düst Es 
ords) all immoderate uſe of 5 "oY 
which is exactly to the p parpoſe tha 
ſpeaking of, and upon which the frond 
Chapter of this Book 1s chiefly em piep d a 


_ *©CoONCERNING which, ſays 5 ſame wort 
* * Author, Judgment is to be made as Arian 


* ing Meats and Drinks, there being no certain 
« L este of * * intention preſcribed to 
* any 
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any Perſon, but it is to be ruled as the other 


EF Sz 
* SY 


Actions of Man's Life are ruled, viz. 


21. By, the Proportion to the Edt. 
* 2. By the Dignity of the Perſon as a 
Chiang. . .. | re 
43. By the other Particulars, of which he 
&: ſpeaks afterwards.  _. unn 
. 1+: 1 * ene a ein 
»» © CHASTLTY. (lays he) is the Grace which 
< forbids and reſtrains all theſe, keeping both 
the Body and the Soul pure, in the ſtate Gop 
* has placed it, whether of a ſingle or married 
WW » O/ 3 2 FY oy Ph 1 
Arp now having quoted ſo eminent an 


Author as Dr. Taylor, whoſe Works are ſo well 


known, let me put all my good Friends, who 
watch for my balting, in mind, that the Doctor 
having this very Article upon his Hands, and 
being reſolved to 2 critically, and yet fully, 
to it, he takes all due caution in the doing it, 
guſt as I have done. Firft, He cautions the 
Reader againft unjuſt Cenſure' and Reproach, 

2.) He then  fortifies himſelf mh the 

ears of it: And, Laſtly, ſpeaks boldly and 
plainly where Duty calls upon him to do fo. 

uſt in this manner you may expect me ta 
act, in that critical Article or Liberty Which 


zs before me. 


ITukE Doctor, it appears, knew . how the 
World was vitiated, and the Minds of Men 
corrupted, even in his Day, and that it Was a 
moſt dangerous thing to ſpeak of ſuch things as 
theſe in the Ears of a lewd Set of People, which 
the World was then full of; That they would cor- 
rupt the moſt ſanctified Advice, and inſult the 
A 


Adviſer, and therefore as I haye done here, 1 


"= 
8 
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the devout Doctor gives caution; and enters his 
Proteſt againſt miſconſtruction and miſunder- 

ſtanding of what he was to ſav; this he 
| does with infinite Modeſty and Reſerve, but 
ventures for all that upon the Reproof as a 
neceſſary Work; his Example is highly uſeful 
to me in this equally neceſſary Work, of lay- 
ing open the Crimes of the preſent Age; 
which, it muſt be acknowledged, is much ar 
ther advanced in Wickedneſs than the Times 
the Doctor lived in. His Words are theſe: + 


Dr. Taylor's Preamble to bis Chapter upon the 
Ae Suhject of Cas TI TX. 


REA PDR, ſtay, ſays be, and read not the 
4 Advices of the following Section, unleſs that 
thou haſt a chaſt Spirit; and in another Place 
* be ſays, unleſs thou haſt a chaſt Spirit, and 
<. unleſs thou art deſirous of being chaſt, or at 
< leaſt art apt to conſider whether thou oughteſt 
or not. For there are ſome Spirits ſo Atbeiſti- 
* cal, and ſome ſo. wholly paſſeſsd with the 
« Spirit of uncleanneſs, that they turn the 
< moſt. prudent and chaſt Diſcourſes | into 

dirty and filthy Apprehenſions ; like .cho» _ 
“ lerick Stomachs, changing their very Cor- 
< dials and Medicines into Torrie and, 1n 
&« 2 literal ſenſe, turning the Grace of God into 
= Wuantonneſs, | 2 | 5 * | 
... 4 Txzst Men ſtudy Caſes of Conſcience in 
the Matter of carnal Sins, not to avoid them, 
but to learn Ways how to offend Go p, and pol- 
lute their awn Spirits; ſearching their Houſes 
< with a Sun-beam, that they may be inform'd 

« of all the Carners of Naſtineſs, oF et. 
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the Scots ſay, no Man can dight t 


BS 
I have uſed all the care I cou'd in the fol- 
* lowing Periods, that I might neither be 
© wanting to aſſiſt thoſe that need it, nor yet 
« miniſter any Occaſion of fancy or vainer 
* Thoughts to thoſe that need them not. If 
any Man will ſnatch the pure Taper from my 
hand, and hold it to the Devil, he will only burn 
* his own Fingers, but ſhall not rob me of the 
reward of my Care and good Intention, fince'T 
* have taken heed how to expreſs the following 
< Duties, and given him caution how to rea 
them. | | 


Tus far Dr. Taylor. He had but one Chap- 
tet, or Section, as be calls it, upon the Subject 
of Chaſtity, and yet you ſee how wary he was, 
leaft the ill digeſture of the Times ſhould turn 
that which he deſigned for the wholeſome Nou- 
riſhment of the Mind, to a corrupt and unclean 
purpoſe. How much more have I juſt ground to 
warn the Reader of this Work, that he may for- 
bear reading it with a Deſign to gratify or pleaſe 


a tainted and vitiated Imagination? Let him 


rather prepare to read a juſt Reproof of the vi- 
leſt Actions, with the ſame deteſtation and ab- 
horrence that I write it with, and with ſuch 
dean Thoughts as becomes a Mind ſeaſoned 
with Virtue, awed by Religion, and prepared 
by a due Reverence to the divine Command. 
To the pure all things are pure, to the unclean 
all things are unclean; they that are diſpoſed to 
ridicnle and make a jeſt of the juſt Satyr here 
pointed at Crime, will but makea jeft of them- 
Fives: fince nothirg can be mort evident than 
the Offence, nothing can be phate Juſt than 
the Reproof. If Men will defftethemſclves, as 
"Tis very 
ſtrange 


[48] 
ſtrange a Man ſhould. be afraid to expoſe a a 
Crime for fear of encreaſing it, as if the very 
Shame ſhould excite to the Sin. e 
Bur I muſt keep to the Point, and to which 
I reſolve to confine my ſelf. Chaſtity is no po- 
pular Subject, tis ſo broken into upon all Hands, 
and with ſuch a Guſt of —— eſire, that to 
rake into the Filth muſt be diſagreeable to the 
generality of People; and tho I do not let it 
alone for that Reaſon, being not at all reluctant 
to an attack upon a Crime, becauſe grown fla- 
grant and univerſal, yet at preſet I am upon 
another Subject; I am attacking a Crime 
_— odious, but which is not equally ac- 
knowledged to be a Crime, a Wickedneſs which 
even ſome that pretend to Purity of Life will 

not allow to be wicked. | 

S80o much more is the Danger, when Men 
walk among Barrels of Gunpowder, and know 
it not to be Gunpowder, who ſhall be cautious 
of his Candle? It is not ſo hard to perſuade 
ſuch Men to ſhun the Evil, as to convince them 
that it is an Evil; they cavil at the very Title 
of this Chapter Matrimomal Chaſtity, tis Non- 
ſence, they ſay, in the Nature of the thing; 
Virgin Chaſtity indeed, and Chaſtity of a ſingle 
Perſon, is ſomething, and would bear to be 
exhorted to; but married Chaſtity is what they 
_ by no means underſtand, or a Reproof 
about. » ts 

Bu r becauſe I have, as I ſaid above, a whole 
Chapter upon this very Subject, and only men- 
tion it here with relpeck to Opinions of good 


Men about it, give me leave to quote the Re- 
verend Perſon juſt now nam'd upon the ſame 
Subject, and refer you afterward to my own 
Opinion in the follow ing Diſcourſe, ' 


ys Deg. 


— 


g 
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| 
{ 
| 


| 
| 
| 
þ 


[ 54] 


Dx. Taylor, in his Diſcourſe of Caf ity men- 
tioned above, after having ſpoken of Virgin 
Chaſtity and Vidual Chaſtity, comes of courſe 
to mention the very Thing I am now upon, 


and in the very ſame Terms, viz. 
MATRIMONIAL CHASTITY. 


And I chooſe to give it you in his own Words, 
becauſe, before I remembered that the Doctor 


had mentioned this Caſe, I had finiſhed the 


next Chapters, viz. of the Bounds and Limita- 


tions which Modeſty and Decency had placed 


to the Liberties of the Marriage Bed; and which 
the Doctor's Opinion to far confirms, that I could 
not but ſubjoin his Thoughts after my own was 
gone to the Prefs. The Doctor's Rules for mar- 
ried Perſons are thus expreſs'd:: 1 


© CoNnCERNING married Perſons, beſides 


© the keeping their , matval Faith and Contract 
© with each other, theſe Particulars are uſeful 
* to be obſerved. | 1 


Fo 1. ALTHOUGH their mutual Endearments 
© are ſafe within the Protection of Marriage, 


. yet they that have Wives or Husbands, muſt 


as tho they had them not; that is, they 
* muſt have an Affection greater to each other 


- * than they have to any Perſon in the World, 
but not greater than they have to Gop: but 


that they be ready to part with all Intereſt in 
each other's Perſon, rather than ſin againſt 
9 GoD. N 1 ' 4% 


I Inv their Permiſſion and Licence, they muſt 


© be ſure to obſerve the Order of Nature, and 
the Ends of Gor. He 7s an ill Husband, that 
* wſes bis Wife as a Man treats a Harlot, having 
* no other End but Pleaſure. © Coneernin 
St 8 hi 


4 
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©-which our beſt Rule is, that although in this, 
das in eating and drinking, there is an Appe- 
tite to be ſatisfied, which cannot be done 
without pleaſing that deſire; yet ſince: that 

deſire and ſatisfaction was intended by Nature 
for other Ends, they ſhould never be ſeparate 
from thoſe Ends, but always be joined with all 
© or one of thoſe Ends, vith a defire of Children, 
© or to avoid Fornication, or to lighten and eaſe 
© the cares and ſadneſſes of Houſhbold-affazr, or to 
© 'exdear each other ; but never with a purpoſe; 
either in act or deſire to ſeparate the ſenſua- 
lity from theſe Ends which hallow it. Qzax 
did ſeparate his Act from its proper End, and 
* {o ordered his Embraces that his Wife ſhould 
not conceive, and Go p puniſhed him. . 
+ 2. MARRIED Perſons muſt keep ſuch mo- 
deſty and decency of treating each other, that 
they never force themſelves into high and 
* violent Luſts, with arts and misbecoming de- 
* vices : always remembring that thoſe Mix- 


* tures are moſt innocent which are na fimple - 


and moſt natural, moſt orderly and moſt ſafe. 
- © 4, IT is a duty of matrimonial Chaſtity! to 


© be reſtrained and temperate in the uſe of 


* their lawful Pleaſures : Concerning which, 
© although no univerſal Rule can antecedently 


7 iven to all Perſons, any more than to all 
Bodies one proportion of Meat and Drink; 
yyet married Perſons are to eſt imate the degree? 


* of their Licence according to the following 
© Proportions. 1. That it be moderate, ſo as ta 
© conſiſt with Health. 2. That it be fo ordered 
© as not to be too extenſive of Time, that pre- 
cious opportunity of working out our Sal 
© vation. 3. That when Duty is demanded it 
be always payed (ſo far as in qur Powers/and) 


E 4 Election) 
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Election) according to the foregoing Meaſures! 
© 4+ That it be with a temperate Affection, 
© without violent tranſporting Deſires, or too 
© ſenſual Applications. Concerning which a 
© Man is to make Judgment by proportion to 
© other Actions, and the 3 of his Reli- 

© gion, and the Sentences of ſober and wiſe 
© Perſons; always remembring, that Marriage 
js à Proviſion for ſupply of the natural Ne- 
© ceflities of the Body, — for the artificial and 

<-procured Appetites 2 the Mind. And it is 
£ a fad truth, that many married Perſons think- 

Ding that the F . of Liberty are ſet 
* wade open without Meaſures or Reſtraints (ſo 

© they ſail in that Channel) have felt the final 
© Rewards of their Intemperance and Luſt, by 
© their unlawful uſing of lawful — 
Only therefore let each of them be temperate, 

and both of them be modeſt. 

Tuvus far the Reverend Doctor, ane | 
Character gave him an undoubted Right to the 
Title of a true ſpiritual Guide, thorowly qua- 
lived i in his time for a Teacher of Holy Living. © 

add nothing, only that here is a Confirma- 
tion indeed unexpected of all the Principles 
which I have advanced in this Worx. | 

HRE is a full Conceſſion to the real occaſion 
and even neceſſity of my preſent Undertaking; 
the Doctor grants, that married Perſons even at 
that time thought the Flood - gatesof Liberty were 
ſt open to them, and that (as I ſaid) — 
and Decency was at an End after e, an 
chere was no more Reſtraint between a Man 
and his Wife. 

Bur yon will find the Doctor quite of another 
Opinion, asTalloam; and Tam very glad to have 
n my CHAP, 


1571 
2 — FO Dy 


CHAP UI. 


| of the End and Reaſon of „ | 
and that there is a needful Modeſty and 
Dec even between 4 Man 


and Wife arriage, the 


after M 
Breaches of which make the juſt Branch 
of Matrimonial Whoredom, 


HE Ends and Reaſon of Matrimo- | 
ny are aſſigned by our Church in 
the Office, or Introduction we 
Office for ing ſuch P 
as may be lawfully join'd together a 
ifI repeat — I hope no Reproof can lie 
againſt me there; the moſt modeſt Virgin 
ſubmits to be told, that the Reaſon of joining 
her ſelf to a Man, is principally for the Procrea- 
tion of Children; 'tis the Law of Generation 
given both to the Man and to the Tn at firſt, 
tis 1 with their very Natures, placed 
the firſt Princi bag i > tis 
the Law of Gop, given to Man imperative- 
5 mo the ſame time that he joined to it his 
FS Tg Oy 5 75 and 
aid unto t fruitful, n 
and — the _ 
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In this * Law of Matrimony is founded 
the utmoſt Intercourſe and familiarity of the 
Sexes, by Which all that Shyneſs, that modeſt 
Reſerve and Reſtraint, all that which is called 
| ſhamefacedneſs and bluſhing, even in the moſt 
modeſt and chaſt Virgin, is taken away; that is 
to ſay, ſo far only, and no farther, as reſpects 
her immediateIntimacy and Converſation with 
her own Husband; ſhe freely ſtrips off her 
Cloths. in the Room with him; and where- 
as ſhe would not have ſhew'd him her Foot be- 
fore, without her Shoe and Stocking on, ſne 
now, without the leaſt Breach of Modeſty, goes 
into what we call the naked Bed to him, and 
with him; lies in his Arms, and in his Boſom, 
and ſleeps ſafely, and with ſecurity to her Virtue 
with him, all the ** : And this is her Place, 
her Property, her Privilege, excluſive of all 
others, for he is her own, and ſhe is his; he is 
the covering of the Eyes to ber, and ſhe is called, 


In the facred Text, the Wife of 'bis Baſom; ſhe "2 


has the only right to lodge there; it is her Re- 
treat, the Repolitory of her Cares, as well as of 
her Delight, and of her Affection. 
— AND if it is not thus with both or either of 
them, nay, if it was not thus before they mar- 
ried, let them flatter themſelves as they pleaſe 
with the formal Marriage, or the formality of 
Matrimony, I inſiſt they have violated the 
Laws of GoÞ and Man, in their coming toge- 
ther; violated their ſylemn Oath and Covenant 
to ane another after coming together; and 

whatever they are in the Senſe of the Law, 
they are really no Man and Wife at all in the 
Senſe which I am giving of Things: Whether 
J am in the right or no, I refer to the Judg- 


ment of tie impartial Part of ſober Mankind. 
2 Having 
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-Havins ſaid thus much by way of ad- 
vance, I think tis neceſſary to take notice here 
how juſt it is, and indifpeuſibly, nay, abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to the Happineſs of a married Life, 
that the Perſons marrying ſhould have not only 
an Acquainiance with one another before Mar- 
riage, but that they ſhould be engaged to each 


other by a ſolid. and durable Affection, profeſ- 


ſing to love, and not only profeiling but ſin- 
cerely loving one another, above all other 
Perſons ; chooſing and being the real choice of 
each other: This is not a ſmall and trifling 
thing, it is the chief Article of Matrimony, tho 
not included and aſſerted in the Contract, tis a 
thing of the utmoſt Conſequence to the future 
Happineſs of the Parties. However, as I pur- 
poſe to ſpeak to it again fully and at large, in 


a Part by it ſelf, I only leave it here as a-. 


Memorandum proper to the Place, and reſerve 
the reſt to what ſhall come after. I return now 
to the Caſe of Matrimonial Liberty. {8 

Having advanced thus much in favour of 
the utmoſt Freedoms between Man and Wife, 
and which I might enlarge upon, but that I 
believe there is really no Occaſion; 'I think I 
rant as much in it as I need to do, in Conde- 
cenſion to the Propoſition mentioned in the 
Introduction, namely, that there can be no Of- 
fence between a Man and his Wife, that Mo- 
deſty is at an End, that tis cancelled by the 
very nature of the Thing, that all Things are 
Decent, all Things modeſt, all Things lawful 


between a Man and his Wife; all which, in a 


few Words, I deny, and inſiſt, that there are ſe- 
veral Things yet remaining, which ſtand as 
Boundaries and Limits to the Freedoms and In- 
timacies that are otherwiſe to be allowed between 
a Man and his Wife, — 


And 
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_ And fil; I inſiſt that theſe limitations 
of the congugal Liberties are placed in the open 
View of both the Man and his Wife, by the 
Laws-of Nature; fo that both of them are fur- 
niſhed with Principles of Reluctance and Aver- 
fion, ſufficient, if duly liſten'd to, and if the 


Laws of Nature are obeyed, to arm them againſt 
any Breaches of thoſe Laws. It is evident 
in many Caſes, too many, had it not pleaſed 
God to ſuffer it to be ſo, that the Laws of Na- 
ture have a much ſtronger Influence upon us 
than the Laws of our Maker, and this 1s eſpe- 
cially remarkable in thoſe Caſes,, where the 
Laus of Nature ſeem to give ſome Latitudes 
which the Laws of Gop, and Inftitutions of 
his Providence, have thought fit to limit and 
reſtrain. For example 5 
FTI Laus of Nature dictate the propagation 
of Kind by the intercourſe of Sexes; the Laws 
of Gop ſubſequent to thoſe of Nature, limit 
and reſtrain the Particulars of this Propagation; 
namely, that the Man (by Man there is to be 
underſtood Man or Woman) ſhould be allowed 
but one Woman at a time, that they be bound 
ther by the ſacred Bonds of Matrimony in- 
Molvable, after once engaged in, and there+ 
fore ſacred, and to be inviolably adhered: to, and 
preſerved by both Parties. 26 
_ Ir is true, that there is a corrupt Prin- 
ciple inbred and indwelling, taking a kind of 
Poſſeſſion, too much in Man's Nature, degene- 
rated as it is by the Fall; this corrupt Prin- 
ciple dictates the Propagation of the Kind, that 
1s, as a Law of Nature, but does it without 
regard to the limitations impoſed by Heaven 
upon the Branches; that is ta ſay, without 
entring into the Engagements of — 


, © 
£ 2 . 


6 | 
and this makes thoſe Actions criminal, which 
otherwiſe would have been lawful; makes the 
Man commit a Crime in that very Action, which 
done under due Regulations and Limitations, 
that is to fay, in Wedlock, would not only be 
lawful, but his commanded Duty. 

Ir 2s the ws regs No 
when thoſe Limitations: are obeyed and ſub- 
mitted to, I mean, the Limitations of Matri- 
mony, there are (as I have obſerved) yet 
farther Limitations, which the Laws of Nature 
concur with the Laws of Gop in, and which 
the Man is obliged to obſerve, tho? this corrupt 
Principle would fain evade and avoid them; 
theſe are ſuch as I hinted to be contained in the 
Words Decency and Modeſy Now tho* much 
of the Obligation is taken off by the allowed 
Intimacies between a Man and his Wife, anda 
Full and free Intercourſe of Sexes is 1 yet 
I muſt be pardoned the liberty of faying, there 
are Bounds and Limitations: of Decency, Mo- 
deſty and Moderation, which ſtand as a Pale 
about even their matrimonial Liberties, and 
ſay to them both, in the midft of their greateſt 
SY Hitherto | ſhall you go, and 6 
Fart | 1 22 | ITE TT ; 
7 As I am ſpeaking” to the married Perſons 
only, in this Part, I need explain my ſelf no 
Firthie than to fa , there are and Mea- 
ſures, Times and Seaſons, which Nature and 
Decency always will diate to them, and wall 
regulate too, and teach them to regulate be- 
tween themſelves their moſt intimate conju- 
gal Delights and Embraces : Theſe nothing but 
an Appetite criminally immoderate, and under 
no Government, no not of Reaſon, Region, 


- * 
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Philoſophy; or common Senſe; will trefpaſs or 
break through. _ 
I hope I have hitherto kept the Bounds of 
.Decency, and given no Offence, though I am 
reproving one of the moſt notorious Breaches 
of conjugal Modeſty; a thing even Nature her 
Felf abhors, tho Nature vitiated may be {aid to 
de the Occaſion of it; I ſay, Nature, under any 
juſt Regulation of Senſe, Nature, abſtracted 
From criminal Habits, abhors it; and, which is 
more, Nature ſpeaks plainer in her Reproofs of 
that Crime than I dare do, while the Product 

of thoſe impure and unlawful, however matri- 
-monial Liberties, carry the indelible Marks of 
their Parents unhappy Exceſſes and Intempe- 
rances in their Faces; and on the blotch'd and 
bladdred Skin of their Poſterity for many 
Years, nay, to their dying Days. As if Nature 
had declared to them, that ſhe was able to ſhew 
her Reſentment for the Breach of her tacit and 
ſecret Inhibitions; and that though they broke 
in upon her in fecret by the power of an 
inflamed and vitiated Appetite, and, thought 
themſelves out of the reach of Puniſhment; 
yet that ſhe was able to do her ſelf Juſtice upon 
them, in à manner that they could not eſcape, 
and which ſhould fix a laſting Infamy 7 
both the Offence and the Offender, by a Pu- 
niſhment which they ſhould neither be able to 
avoid or to conceal. wer. | - ct 25m t-; 5 
1 hneed explain my ſelf no farther, Nature 
does it for me; and I have, by her Indulgence, 
a full liberty to touch this tender Part with the 
ſtricteſt Obſervation of my own. Rules, ſince 
Jhe has ſpoken it aloud, and has made the 
Crime of the Parent flagrant in the very Pic- 


' turesof their Poſterity. 
ES How: 
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How do ſuch Children call upon their Pas 
rents to bluſh, every time they Tee; the ſcrophus 
1lous Humours break out, in Scabs and Blilters 
upon the poor innocent Lamb's Faces 2 
es hy; them bear the bebe, Reproach ot 
AejS<r .:. W * „ 
"I need ſay no more to this, but to remind 
thoſe that are guilty, that the more modeſt 
Brutes of the e 7 the Laws of 
Senſe, and follow the Dictates of meer Nature, 
do not act thus: The Vid Afs, which. the 
Scripture repreſents as the molt Vitiated ungo- 
verned of all the Foreſt, yet the Text ſays, in 
ber Months von Hall * . ſhe has her Sea- 
ſons, and fo have all 


LY 


the reſt of the beaff] 
Creatures, and they all obſerve. them, fir 
and ſuitably to the Reaſons of Nature, M. 
aud Woman only exgepte dt. 
Tunis Icall, andT think juſtly too, as it re- 
ſpects one Part only, a Branch of Matrimonial 
1 boredom, and thus 1 keep cloſe to my Title. 
1 could load this Part with a throng of Ex- 


awples, a. doud of ſelf condemned Witneſſes, 


and ſome whoſe Stories I can the leſs bear to 


2 _ 4 


relate without bluſhing, becauſe, they are at- 


: 


rived to ſuch a Pitch of Wickedueſs as to wake 


it publick themſelves without ſhame, But, as 


id above, Nature has printed upon the 
tainted poiſoned Faces of their Poſterities, ſuch 
indelible Spots, has branded them with, fuch' 
Marks of Infamy, that I may ſay of e e 
Was ſaid in antes Cate at N 
Wetheſſes ? Let L-— D=— of St. A 


- X . 


the beautiful Tady ——— of , the 


modeſt and better taught 4br ———, an 


more I could name, go home and ſee what has | 


--* vock 
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What need any farther. 


9 
— 


te} 


. ck this fag gal Lewdneſs has made among 


their otherwi 3 I ſpare Names, 
aſe I defire the eproof may be Matter of 


eflection to themſelves, rather than Scan- | 


dal. | 

As to Bins others, who I could mention too 
both Chriſtian and Sirname, and who richly de- 
ſerve it; who I far from Shame, that they 
make it every the boaſts of their Coles 

Wass chat the 0921 12 le-talk, and ordi 
2 1 3 om to the onal Lp oh 

eproach, when thoſe unhap ildren which 
they now are not aſhamed WE owe one another - 
as the Examples of their Wickefneſs, ſhall 
A remind them of it, and cufſe them to 
her Faces. 4 
Tx Caſe indeed will not bear entering far 
ther into Particulars ; nor will it fo 5 as al- 
low the neceſſary Expoſtulations which Tſhould 
32 make here with thoſe married Chri- 
ſtians, (for ſuch I am neo Fo to) who L would 

5 7505 to reflect upon it; tis hard, that nei- 
the Caſe itſelf will bear an enquiring into, 


nor the Deng ilty beat to be talked” to. 
How can an. dns who are oy gnlty” of 


this conjuga Uacleanndte reproach an Author 
for the Sn of naming what they. are not 
—_ : bo oe upon the Crime with 
Abhorrence, refer you to the 
Scripture, * ie is Fine WK a Title that 
5 it; as I {a lay, I look on the Crime with 
Abhorrence, fo I d, that I look on the Per- 
ſons with ſomething beyond it, and can only 


add this of them, that as they were not to be 
touch d under che Law, ſo they are not to be 
named under the Goſp el. Gob would not take 
them for Jens till they were 1 all - 


Lei! 
fall never take them for Chriſtians tilł they 
reform; let them read their Reproof at large in 
"Levit, xv. to which T refer, '- © 
I cannot quit this Part without making ſome 
_  - Refle@ions Upon parallel Caſes. I have heard 
_ ſome ſerious and learned Divines ſay, that it is 
a worſe-Crime, and deſerves a ſeverer Cenſure 
from Man, (obſerve they did not fpeak of what 
<ither of them merited above) for a Man and 
Woman under Promiſes of Marriage to lie to- 
gether before the Marriage is compleated, than 
-a ſimple” of ſingle Fornitation between two 
"Who have no deſign of Matrimony, that is in 
Hort, between what we ordinarily call a Whore 
and a Roghe; and I confeſs; though at firſt I 
"heſitated a little at it, I am fully ſatisfied it 1s 
0; and the Reaſons the ſaid ' ſerious Divines 
gave me confirm me in that Opinion 
Foa Man to commit a ſingle Fornication; ſz 
"they, he Sins againſt Go, and his own Soul 
there is no Room to deny that; the Scripture 
is clear, and the Laws of Go and Man concur. 
in the Cenſure, as they do in the Prohibition: 
But for a Man to make a Whore of the very 
Woman who he intends and really deſigns" to 
make his Wife, or, in plain Engliſh, to make a 
Whore of his Wife; he defiles his own Bed, 
pollutes his own Seed, ſpreads Baſtardy in his 
own Race, and ſhews a moſt wicked vitiated- 
"Appetite, that could not with-hold himſelf 
from her meerly as a oman,till the Performanct 
of a lawful carve might make it: ſeaſfors- 
able, as well af lawfol; ſuch a Man fatisfies the 
brutal Part at the expence of his Wife's Fam 
his Child's Legitimacy, and td the ſcandal 
offende of all good N that ſhall hear it: 
re eee — „ | 


* [od 
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and who cannot name it without pity, of ab- 
horrence, on account of the Circumſtances. 

Tuts is the Caſe indeed, where a Man acts 
ſuch a wicked and ſcandalous Part E he appa- 
+ rently expoſes and diſhonours his Wife, as well 
_ - as himſelf, nor is it ſufficient to ſay, that the 

Woman diſhonours her ſelf too, or that there is 
much more of the Blame lies on him than on 
her; for as ſhe ſufficiently bears her Share of the 

Reproach, ſo ſhe bears more of the Scandal, than 
the Man; nay, ſhe expoſes her ſelf, not to the 
World only, but to her Husband afterward, 
and much might be {aid to that: Nor is it opt 
of the queſtion, for it is indeed a Matrimonial 
Whoredom in the literal Senſee. 
Bur as ſuch I ſhall ſpeak of it again. I am 
now naming it as it is a parallel Caſe to that 

J had been juſt 2 of, wherein there 
as a juſt equality, 2 proportion of Particu- 
lars very appoſite to one another; for here is a 

horrid Complication of the like Crimes, the 
Man defiles his own Bed, expoſes his own 
Wife, conta minates and corrupts his on Blood, 
ſpreads Diſtempers and Poifon upon his own 
Race; and all this from one of the groſſeſt Pieces 
ol Immodeſty, and wort of Brutality, that can 
be expreſs'd in Words; an infamous kind of 
eagerneſs or appetite, ungovernable by his Rea- 
ſon, being unable (or pretending to be ſo at 
Jeaft) to with-hold himſelf from her till other 
Particulars might take off the little Reſtraints, 


= 


and leave him at liberty. 5. £7 / ” 1 

LE ſuch Men go not to the Foreſt and the 
Beaſts only, for they act from a much better 
Motion, but to the more rational, more mode- 
Tate and better governed Savages of the Indies, 
Fa or Weſt, to the Negroes of * 
= + a oti· 
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Potignara's of Brafile, nay, to the very Hottexs 
—— — and the Fig of Goed Hape; 
they will find Reaſon and Nature too pre- 
vails among them to act quite atherwiſe, and 
— — ae concur in arms 

t | n t more punqually 
obey the — of both, an — ths 8 
| — 7 eh er 2 But 

ere, let us and lay no more, tor no mo 

deſt Language can fully expreſs it. ey 
_ - I'return to the Principle, which is the Pro- 
tion in this Chapter, That there is a nee& 
Modefty and Decency requiſite even be- 
tween a Man and his Wife after Marriage, and 
nat: deſtroyed by their Marra. Certainly 
People do not by Matrimony ceale to be Men 
and Women, nor do the Man and Woman ceafe 
to be rational Creatures, much leſs do they ceaſe 
to be Chriſtians ; let every marry'd Couple re- 
member thoſe three Things, and I am fully a 
ſured they will take care not to deſerve the Re- 
proof of this Chapter. be 101 
Tu Is is then that Circumſtance in the mar- 
ried State, Where, I ſay, a Reſerve is placed be- 
tween the Sexes, even between the Man and 
his Wife; where that which we call Modeſty 
remains as an indelible Bond upon them both, 
even after Marriage: They that ſay there is no 
Modeſty to be named after Matrimony, but that 
there is a perſect unlimited and unbounded Li- 
berty on both Sides, either do Hot know, or do 
not rightly: conſider the Laws of Nature, the 
Conſtitution Bonds, Which, as Matrimony does 
not remove from the Sexes, ſi neither . 
remove the Obligation from either Sex to regard 
them. One would think indeed the Powerof Na- 
ture ſhould be ſuch, and 93 140 


bol 
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be fo plainly ſtampt in the Minds of reaſon 


ble Creatures, that there ſhould be no need; or 
indeed room for the Caution. But as the 
Breach of this Law, however ſcandalous, is ſo 
vifible among us, it merits to ſtand foremoſt 
among the conjugal Crimes I am now to re- 
prove. arg YELL | 0 
I éforeſee what ſome of my merry Readers 


will think they are to hear of next, biz. that I 


ſhall preach Lectures of matrimonial Modera- 
tion, or Satyrize ſome of their boaſted Exceſſes; 
but they wall be unhappily diſappointed, m 

Care of avoiding to reprove in Words at lengt 

what ſome of them are not aſhamed to boaſt" of 
in Words at length, will perhaps leave ſome 
People to go more unreproved than they de- 
Ter let F— A— take a modeſt Hint upon 
the groſſeſt Indecency of that kind, which this 
Part of the Town has ever ſhown, and which he 
acted in fight and hearing of more of his 
Friends than approved the ſcandalous Prac- 
tice; when, with the groſſeſt Immodeſty, he 
gave the detail of his Marriage Night's Per- 
undes to a grave and eminent Magiſtrate 
of the City upon the open Exchange; and was 
handſomely reproved and expoſed for it, as he 
deſerved. When Men glory in their Shame, 
they make Indecencies of that which might 


otherwiſe not be ſuch, and they break the 


Rules of Modeſty without Doors, When perhaps 
they did not within. But this Part of the Sa- 
oy goes no farther than the Fact, I return to 
the Subject it ſelf e 319 MOT ener for 
Evi wiſe Man would act the Part of a 
wiſe Man, were there no Law to reſtrain him. 


dence Uiftates® to Men of Prudence, ani 
Fe ae 0] 


F 4. h 

Modeſty to Men of Modeſt y; the great Law of 
Matrimony is a ſtrict Union of the Perſons; 
this Union extends to many other Things, as 
well as to the Union of Sexes, and, among the 
reſt, there is, or ſhould be, a Union of Kindnueſs 
moving to à gentle and tender uſing one ano- 
ther in Matters of Civility and Courteſy, as 
well as in Matters of Modeſty. Certainly the 
Rules. of Civility are not aboliſhed by Matri. 
mony; Should not the Man And his Wife be 
civil and juſt to one another, becauſe they may 
be free? That's a ſtrange Freedom that obliges 
us to be rude and diſobligingngg 
No theſe Rules of Decency which, I fay, 
are not deſtroyed by Matrimony, extend to 
many things even between -a Min and his 
Wife, which. I have not yet mentioned, and 
which I have with regret obſerved to be broken 
into by ſome. ha had been better taught; and 
who ought to have known by the Laws of 

ood Manners how to have acted after another 
ſort; the Branches I point at now may be 
touch d mor n and will admit of ſpeak- 
ing plainer Fn I than thole” I have juſt now 
mentioned; and though the Tmumodeſty may in 
many Things be as great, and that it comes 
from the ſame corrt pt. vicious Original, either 
in the Manor the Woman, et they are not 
expreſs d in ſo open and fo ſcandalous and of 
en - SHEN; UNE 
+. Taz #rſt Caſe ts, when” either' the Man or 
Woman make an A Re proaches upon ane 
another for natukal or accidental Infirmiti 
incapacitating them to an{wer and ſatisfy mu- 
tual Expectation; that is to fa, to anfwertor- 
jugal Duties; and this more eſpeciallx when 
thoſe Infirmities have not been'Ants-matifme- 
GORE S352 ,5.8 £4 T5344 F 3 oy "QA 73 "RL nial, 
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upon ber Fame, and Toon. got into the 
Mouths. of ſome of her eta Ne gp uh, 
* failed nor to make herd ery aT RH, of 


: 1 
nial, not before Marria ge, but occaſioned by 
iſtemper or Diſaſter afterward, and thoſe Di- 
empers or Diſaſters ſuch as are truly caſual, 
and to be honeſtly accounted for; There muff 
certainly be a great defect of Modeſty in the 
Man or.the Woman, who can reproach the Wife 
or the Husband in ſuch a Caſe as this. 
A Lady, whoſe Name reflect onwithdiſdain, 
but conceal it in Charity, after having had five 
fine Children by her Husband, having, the with 
Civility too, been deny'd COEUR WURILING 
defired, and which he thought a Httle too ex: 
nſive for his Circumſtances, after fome warm 
fords, but leſs criminal, turned from him with 
ſcorn, and told him, he might Tet it alone ſince 
he was grown ſo ſaving ſhe would not ac- 
457 of it now, be might Keep it for bis next 
Tux Gentleman had about two Tears Beföre 
had a Fit of, Sicknefs, which had brought him 
very. low, and * which be was grown” g 
Belle Paralitick, how it affected his natural 
Powers, . could not perhaps be underſtopd To 
well by anx Body as by his Wife : But fuppot- 
ing the worſt, it was nqt without the utmoſt 
Breach of Decency and Modeſty, 1558 
none to have been preſerit,but themſelves, th 


e could reproach him with that Part of it in 


ſuch 8 manner LB Fe whe THESIS _ fo, 
and ſhe was inexcuſablyguilty, that ine didit 

the hearing of others, 154. vith ſome- kind of 
Additions | of Banter and aillery too, which 


ſat very in upon her Tongue at that time. 
the Folly of it retorted exceeding 


rather 


71 
rather I could have ſaid aſhamed, upon hearing 
of it again: But it had no Effect upon her as 
to her Conduct to him, nor could ſhe refrain 
doubling her Reproaches between themſelves, 
which her Husband, being a Man of Spirit, 
reſented to the higheſt Pegree: This put aw 
end to all conjugal Kindneſs between them, and 
ruined their Family-Peace, till ſhe at length 
made him her Jeſt, and that in Company too; 

et ſhe got nothing by him this Way neither; 

r he taking the Jelt with a fmile of Contempt. 
as indeed it deſerved, frequently anſwered; that 
he would hire her a' Journeyman, ſince ſhe toołk 
ſuch Care to let every Body know the had Octa- 
fion for one, that if one was not enough for her, 
ys thought it would not, he would rovide 

er two or three, that, if it were poſſible, he 
might be ſatisfied, though he very much doubt- 
ed xt, This was very bitter upon her, tis true, 
bat ſhe extorted it from him; indeed till he 
took this Courſe with her, he could by no Per- 
fuaſions, by np Arguments, nor by any Ways 
that he could uſe, c r with her to hold ru 
Tongue, nor indeed did thoſe Reproaches, how: 
ever ſevere, put an End to it, but they went on 
continually _— and making a Jeſt of 


one another, and ſuch like undecent and un- 
Kind Things as theſe paſs d ſo openly, and 
often between them, that at length it OCCa- 
ſioned a Separation for a time, and the Husband 
being too hard for her, it ruined her Charages 
and Reputation, and though it did not | 
Virtue, as thoſe believed who had Charity for 

the Lady, and I, among the ret yet ſne 1. 


tained the Blot of it almoſt as much as if Me 
had” had the guilt, and that as long as ſhe 
FP £25 1% 5+ 4 WR 
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Tus are ſome. of the Things which M and 
deſty and Decency forbids —— a. Man 
ife; the contrary is a Debt to conjugal 
Ae ien on one hand, and to Laws of Decency, 
and good Manners on the other, both Which 
ng. matrimonial Familiarities or Intimacies can 


deſtroy... 
Ax p here give me leave to obſerve, though 


| 805 with the ſame Reflection, and without any 


upon the Thin as Criminal and Immo- 
Ihe that, however the matrimonial Intimacies 
between à Man and his Wife, may diſcharge 
them of much of the Bondage of Ceremony in 
their Converſation, yet I can by no 2 
agree, that becauſe. a Woman has given — 
elf.up. to him without any reſerve, all 
dernels and. re 1. to her as a Woman, and 
daftinction in Company ſhould be taken — 
that ſhe ſhould have no reſpect ſhown to her in 
whatever Circumſtances ſhe is conſidered, but, ß 
n that therefore her pond ſh cul 
treat her with Rudeneſs and n 
of Manners, and eyen of Ref; ig ever akter, 
There are ſome remains re y..of the f 
3 due to the Wife after Marriage, w 
WE 1 to her in her diſtant Cireumitances, 
11125 e in the time of Courtſhip, 
— unleſs the Wife her ſelf. forfeit them Hy 
any . brutiſh diſobliging Things on her Side, 
they are not ent ey ob iterated ieee 


10 not to the laſt 


Oy this Account. though I cannot ſay the 7 
Life of Ceremony between Man and Wike 
ſhould be recommended, yet certainly à Life 
of Civility ſhould; they fay that Ceremony de- 
ſtroys Affection, and, 7 ſome reſpects, I don't 


kor but it may, and when we fee a Man and 


His 
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his Wife, however great, always bowing and 
{crapingand ſinking to one another, we are apt 
to ſay there's more Manners! than Affection 
between them. d f e 
Bux on the other hand, when the Husband 
and Wife are ſo far from treating one another 
with Ceremony, that they cannot keep up 
common Civility, but that they treat one ano-. 
ther wWith Diſdain and Contempt, there's a cer- 
tain loſs both of Affection and good Manners 
tog 1a lt ner une 
: Fo x this Reaſon I would adviſe all the good 
Husbands and Wives that will accept that Ad- 
vice, never to mingle their Diſcourſes, eſpe- 
cially before Company, with Raillery and ſeſt 

upon one another; when a Woman once comes 
to make & Jeſt of her Husband, ſhe is loſt, ſhe” 
is gone; and when the Man makes a Jeſt of his 
Wite he is a going, at leaſt in my Opinion: I 
ſhall explain the Words gone and going preſent- 
ly; when a Man makes a Jeſt of his Wife every 
Body believes he hates her; when the Woman 
makes a Jeſt of her Husband, they believe ſne 
cuckolds him. A m #546 
Ar leaſt tis a fatal Sign that all conjugal 

Affection is dead and buried from between 
them. I frequently viſited my Friend M-—— 
when his Wife and he had been married about 
two Years, but I was moſt irkſomely enter- 
tained every time with his Banters and Turns 
foonry, all upon his Wife; I obſerved at firſt 
ſhe took it well enough, and now and then 
gave him a ſmart return, which was not to his 
Advantage; for ſhe had a World of Wit, but 

her Modeſty and Senſe convinced her, without 
any Bodies reproof, that it was no Part — - 

nag” 7% Wi 
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Wife to act; * her Husband was wror 0 
it, and ſometimes that would fetch ſeme 
from her: But ſhe would not imitate ths Ty in 
Practice which ſhe thought ſo ill became her 
Husband, yas RGA, all” as an Aﬀic- 


tion. 
1 had in end Aten! e 
hinted to Mr. M———— "that 1 
was too hard upon his Lady, that Fees Tip ſhe 
was — of good Breeding, and — 
uncommon ſhare both of Wit and good 
mour; but he eafi] r * 
ſed with it, and t he ſeem ed really to oppreſs 
_ with it. — re T9 rs 
E. OWEVER, went — | e one 
time very hard upon ſomething in Dy 
vionr, Which he pretended not to like, thou 
really — Cauſe; ſhe coloured at his Word: 
which ſhew d ſhe reſented them; and was moy'd; 
but mne immediately recovered her ſell, 2 
Keeping back all her Reſentment, ſhe, with en 
inexpreſſible Goodneſs in her Face, 4nd a Smile, 
aid to him; My Dear, yon would - like ir ö. iy 
Body but your 1 
I was indeed ſurprized at it but kev Hudbdna 
ö "and afrer The Coaverthr ON 
over, he came to me . h ſpeak : Well, Jays 
. vou heard what a Blow my Wife gave mne; 
acknowl ſhe has conquered me 5 would 
have really iked it if it had been any one 
elſe, and "Amr entirely wrong; but I' take 
your Advice, a Man ſhould never make à com- 
mon Jefbof his Wife, and TI do it no more 1 
aſſure you 
I was mightily pleaſed to ſee the Effect it had 
upon him; for this Humour of jeſting with his 
r or rather making her the! con jy 
2 


l 


jt er Ridicule and Jeſt, came up to this at 
that ſhe could do amen har would pleaſe 


him; but, in ſhort, that his 

Wife did was to be lay ght at, ie at, bea. his Wife 

was to be laught at. 3 — 2 
TaT1s is the == which the Proverb 


fays breed Contempt it does fo; for Men 

88 fa away their Reſpect "for their 
Wives and after that their Affection; though 
Ceremony between Man and Wife leſſens AF 
ka or rather ſhews it was wanting before, 


ion does a7 A9 means leffen Civility, 
S may Affection, but Difte- 
N other it, ſtrangles it. A Man can 


1 — pretend to 5 Pore l his Wife and have no 
Reſpect for her at the ſame time; that would be 
to love her, and not to love her altogether, 
which i is incongruous in its Nature. 

Mir between a Husband and Wife is 
the heighth of Affection, but that's no Marth 
that is always running down, bantering amd 

playing the Buffoon with his "Wife, 2 chearful 
Affection is the Beauty of a ; conjugal State; 
but what Chearfulneſs is there in making à Ban- 
ter and * of one another, what Mirth when 
they ma me, not with one another only, but 
at one bt er. 

I is really an odd kind of Converſation be- 
tween a Man and his Wife, when they come 
into pu ublick Company, to have them turn 
their Drollery one upon another, and run out 
in Banters againſt themſelves; the World will 
not fail to make a Jeſt thoſe who firſt make 
a Jeſt of themſelves, and to take all the Jokes, 
Turns and Returns which they paſs upon. one 
another, to be founded upon Fact, and that 
eyery Jeſt ſo rais d is a true Jeſt; in mort, _= 


Le 
moſt 12 Piece of Folly, and deſerves 
ag I have Room to . beſtow 
gon 3. ie here | JA ſpeak of it again in * 
I Rnew a « Couple of Red Wits who. fre- 
— thus with one another till they 
e ans indeed, it generally ended in a 
narrel; when it was come up we Lge 
went to their ſeparate Apartments, a 
Fa did not ſee one 2 for ſeveral 
erk, one Iiving at one End of the Houle, 
and; the other at > other End; half. a. dozen 
times a Day, or more, they would fend Letters 
to one Seren n Bt filled with: bantering bitter 
wg ſometimes in Verſe, in 
Song and in P other times in Polk 
with ſcandalous pam Og filled with immo 
deft Expreſſions of the vileſt Sort, and not fi 
w be repeated, e I. ſhould. break the 
Rules 1 hos; PESO: both to my ſelf and 
others. 


An chin i mapner they would | ſometinxs 


8 live for a Month or two together, . ſparing 


to-giye the utmoſt Provocation, and to fe: 
ceive it with the extreameſt Indignation, aul 
e one another out of Breath With their 
ul Uſage; and then, as Storms, when they have 
ſpent eir Strength, and their Fury is abated, 
it would gradually wear off, the Fire and Brim- 
ſtone being u they. would begin to 
cool again, and ſo come with as little Cere- 
many to an Accommodation, as they had * 
little Decency fallen out. 

Wu r need is there of abondance of 'Dif. 
cretion as well as Affection between a Man and 
Wife, to preſzrve the Rules of Decency, and 
to: 1 up the Bounds of AAR, in their 

Family 
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Family - Converlation? This is a Reaſon why 
at is ſo eſſential to Matrimony, that the Per- 
ſons ſhould be Lovers as well as Relatives; 
that there ſhould be an engaged aſſured Aﬀec- 
tion before there be a Political Union between 
them: Without this *tis very difficult to ren- 
der the married State a Scene of nappy Cir- 
cumſtances, and -a Condition truly calculated 
for humane Society; but of that alſo in its 
Order, for I muſt " you a whole COP 
upon that Head. eb. - 
' JUSTICE is another of the Particalan which | 
Decency ſtill requires between a Man and his 
Wife; he 1s far from acting decently with a 
Wife that will not on all Occaſions do her Juſ- 
tice: To be injurious to a Wife deſtroys all Fa- 
mily-Peace between them; and whether this 
Injuſtice be occaſioned by and relating to Mat- 
ters of Property, or Matters of Duty, tis all 
the ſame; there is no Decency can be preſerved 
where Juſtice i is not done; if the Wike be © 

preſſed; if her Right and "Allowances y 
Gpitolated for are unjuſtly detained from her, 
or if {ke be any way ſtript, either of her Orna-: 
ments, or of her Settlements, theſe are inju- 
rious things which deſtroy Affection, and the 
deſtroying of Affection ruins the Peace ol 
the Fami N 

Bur I am a little: ond — ond my Subje&; 
vhich relates only to Virtue, and the 
Reſerves which. Modeſty f ſtill makes neceſlary 
between a Man and his Wife; and there are 
ſome Things even of that kind which fill re- 
main. It is true, fome of them are ſack as 
cannot bear the mentioning without Breach of 
the Modeſty which I am ſpeaking to 
2 breaking into thoſs. Bounds ihe 


8 


pany : Nothing is more unworthy a 
and Chriſtian Man than to talk lewdly af, ar to 


more t, and even am 
n which, I _ wan 1 
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folve not to offend againſt : Other Things may 
5 55 explained as to ———— by tho mor 


eſpecially to whom they belong, for the guilt 
will fee the Arrow ſhot atthen which — 


cannot perceive. 


e 
Tongue 


deſerve a Place here, and I inſiſt that, 
even between 4 Man and his Wife, — are 
due Bounds to be obſerved in both theſe, at of ons 
ally when ſpeak pot only to, but on 
another in the earing of others. 

-TxERE is a Mod of the Tongue which 
never forlakes a Woman of Virtue, no not _ 
her moſt intimate with her 
Husband, but much more at other times alt 
Breaches of this kind touch even her Virtue It 
ſelf and are Branches of that which I call 
conjuigal Lewdneſa, which is to be caref 
avoided among Chriſtians. © 5 

Nos is the Man exempted from this Moby 


of the Tongue, not only with his Wife, but 
eſpecially When of or to his Wife before Com: 


his Wife n a Man ought never 
to force Bluſhes from his Wife on account of 
their own Privacies and Intimacies; this is to 


make thoſe Things criminal which in them- 


ſelves are lawful. I know”: not any one Thing 
that fits worſe upon a Man's Tongue than to 
laugh at, jeer, and flout his Wife with what 


had paſs'd between them in their retired Con- 


verſations, and this before other — Lou $t18 
G — hateful, and, to a m 

nauſeous, of al —— and — nothing — 
ple of | Fr 
—— 
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wondered at, conſidering the Pretences we now 


make to polite Converliation. 
Bs IDEs, tis a Breach of Decency 4 as it re. 
Tpe&s his Wife of the vileſt and maſt ſcands- 
lous kind, and if ſhe 1 is a modeſt and virtuous 
Woman, as well as a good Wife, is ſufficient to 
make her abhor his and to refuſe to 
appear in Company with — eyen in his own 
Houſe, nay, and if continued, will not fail in 
time to make her hate him, which is the worſt 
Condition an honeſt Man can ever wiſh rn he 
in with a Wife. | ” 
Ix muſt be- corifeſſed. tis 3 ack Man's Bu- 
Anelh after Matrimony, by all means poſſi- 
ble to preſerve the Affection of his Wife en- 
tire, 8 engroſs her to him, and to make and 
pron, te imſelf the ſingle and entire Object of 
ir beſt Thoughts. 15 ſne is once brought to 
hate him, to have an averſion to him, to loath 
and abhor him, ſhe muſt have an uncom- 
mon Stock of Virtue, and be mare a Chriſtian 
than he onght to expect of her, if ſhe does not 
ſin le out ſome other Object of her Affection ; 
can 2 Man think his Wife, who is thus 
22 Day diſdbliged, in the groſſeſt manner 
i —— wy _ ſpite . wil lng ye) 
ex to be la at pre- 
ſerve an e an een to him; . 1 
—_ touch this again. 
| return to — Subject. There are pn 
greater Offences odeſty than theſe; 
As I ſaid above, t gen e _— Retorts, 
and making aokind- and indecent Reproaches 
in caſe. of caſual or accidental Weakheſs and 
Impotence, are ſcandalous Breaches of Mode- 
ſty between a Man and his Wife. So be- 
ſides * there are yet a ks * 


* 


4 
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*6f Violences, as I may call them, committed,” 
likes Rapes upon Nature, in which nothing is 
more frequent than for a Husband to preis a 
Wife to ſuch and ſuch Things as Morality and 
"Modeſty forbids. E BP nn RUOL 

© *Tx1s is highly injurious to the conjugal Af- 
fection, and expoſes the Perfon/guilty to à juft 
Cenſure, nay, even to the Cenſure mentioned 
'of Matrimonial Whoredom: Whether theſe Ex- 
ceſſes or Violences conſiſt in Negatives, or in 
Affirmatives, they are in their kind equally cri- 


- IT muſt be confeſſed that Language is want- 
ing here, and Words cannot fully expreſs the 
meaning, {5 as to preſerve the Decency I pro- 
feſs ; and I may be asked what I mean when I 
_ cannot explain it, not for want of . 
own meaning, but for want of Words to ex 
it; and therefore, as above; I chooſe to be ſilent, 
Il come as near the Caſe as I can without giv- 
ing — and what cannot be ſaid with 
cency mult be omitted; I had faid, that perſo- 
nat Weakneſſes and Infirmities on either Side 
ought not to be retorted between a; Man and 
his Wife, much leſs expoſed, ſo I riow ſay, they 
much leſs ought to be oppreſs'd on that Account, 
VVB. I am ſpeaking now, not of natural and 
original Impotencies, Which, being before Mar- 
riage, ought to have been diſcovered, and which 
our Law makes ſufficient to diſſolve the Con- 
tract, and ſeparate the Perſuns 
THERE has been foul Work enough made 
with theſe Things in print by particular;lewd, 
and obſcene Publications, which modeſt Ears 
are ſick of, and the Nation mourns for the Of- 
fence of it; but my Diſcourſe. looks quite anos 


ther Way: 
9 ; } 
a2 : 
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BESsIDES, our Office of "Matrimony . 
lemnly charges and adjures the Perſons whb 
come to be joined together, that if they Know 
any ſuch Impediments they ſnould declare 
them at that time; and, in a manner, proteſts 
againſt the Validity of the Marriage in Caſe f 
aa failure, and therefore and from that very 
Proteſt, ſuch Marriages are after wards fre- 
-quently made void by Parliament.” © oP 
- But as the Subject of my Obſervation 18 
more nice, ſo it is alſo more modeſt, and may 
with more decency be conſidered of. The In- 
firmities on either Side which human Body is 
ſubject to are many; I diſtinguiſh them not here, 
only that I profeſs to mean ſuch Infirmities as 
regard the Sexes only, Phyſicians, Acouchert or 
Surgeons, and Anatomiſts underſtand, and can 
deſeribe them; tis none of ny Bufinefs, mucli 
leſs my Deſign. ee 
Tx frequently does, or at leaſt may happen; 
that when a young Couple come together their 
Conſtitutions may, as too often their Tempers 
may and do, differ from one another, with re- 
ſpe& to theſe Things, to the greateſt Extreme 
one is weak, faint, the Spirits low, Nature un- 
able to anſwer what is expected; another per- 
— — reduced by Child- bearing, too thick and 
and too long together, by Accidents in often 
hard and difficult Travels, Injuries received by 
unskilful Hands, or many other ' Incidents 
and Circumſtances not to be named; by theſe, 
1 ſay, the Perſon is reduced, debillitated, and 
render d unfit to give the Satisfaction which | 
has formerly been found: On the other hand; 24 
the Man is reduced by a tedious, lingring de- I 
ay, which Phyſicians call a Conſumption; ur 
by other acute Pi — which he nung 
9 "= 


| 
| 
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id before, account for without Scandal; ad 

| to Which Men are as frequently ſubject, and as 

much diſabled by them, as Women are in the 

Caſes mentioned Hr now; ſuch as Stone, Gout, 

Palſies, Epilepſies, Rimumaniens, Dropſies and 

ſuch like 

| IF either or any of theſe Circumſtances i in 

| Man or Woman happens, where they are _—_ 

or ar to another — 1s trong, 2 | 

ult, in perfect vigour, the Spirits high, the 

Blood Toe: and _— boiling ; Nature for- 

ward, and craving Deſire unſatisfied ; I need 

2 no farther to explain it; What wretched 
ork does this cauſe between the ill · match d 
Couple? I can openly ſay I know a beautiful 

young Lady after bringing her Husband ſeveral 
Children, yet actually deſtroyed, I might have 
ſaid murthered,. by theſe conjugal Violences, 
to ſay no worſe of them; and IL make no dif- 
ference tis the ſame on the other Side; ma- 

ny a Man ſinks under the Weight of his own 
Deficiencies; he is aſhamed to decline the Duty 

of the Marriage-bed, diſdains ing be thought 
unable to ſatisfy, Sc. 

I can go no farther, and the Render will ex- 
cuſe the — wy I refer. you to a ſtated 
and acknowledged Declaration in the Caſe, 
and which is direct to my purpoſe ; and the it 
is among the Turks, yet the reaſon of the Prac- 
tice is not the leſs or the more. The Tarks 
think this. very Caſe, whether of the Man's 
Side or the Woman $,-to be 1o weighty; as that 
it deſerves the interpoſition 1 Authority; 

The Grand Viſter in Perſon, where he can 

applied to, and in more extraordinary : Caſes 

PEE hears: the Cauſes himſelf in — Caſes 

1 the graver Kadelefebers, and: Judges. ee 

beg: 9 At, 


— Y 
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itz where both the Man and Wife are fully exa- 
mined, and judgment given as the Circum- 
ſtances require: I am aſſured alſo, that ſudgment 
is given in thoſe Caſes; not in a ludicroùs manner 
with game and ſport, and à Court, or rather 
Croud, ſtanding round, to laugh and make a jeſt 
either of one Side or other; but with a ſolemn 
Gravity, ſuitable at leaſt to the * of the 
Judge who paſſes the Sentence, and to the Re- 
verence which both Sides pay to the Laws 
themſelven 17409 bs tsbg, | ] 
Not is the Method 'wholly Turkiſh, and to 
be objected againſt as a Piece of Mahometan 
Original; but *tis founded upon the antient | 
uſage of all the Eaſtern Countries, in whoſe: 
Cuſtoms it is to be found, though with ſome 
Variation, even as far back as the Phenician and 
Carthaginian Empires, and as the Egyptian and 
Per fian Government and Monarchies. Hence 
the Phraſe made ufe of in the Scripture by the 
Apoſtle Paul, called Dus Benevolente, on 'one 
hand is commanded; while on the other hand 
 Chambering an 'Wantonneſs, Which is fuppogd 
to relate to the pretended lawful Intimacies 
between a Man and his Wife are forbidden. 
Ir ͤ may be expected I ſhould explain my 
ſelf upon thoſe Scripture Expreſſions, and there 
is ſufficient root for it, and that with decency? 
too; but I reſolye not to come to the brink of 
the Offence, nor "ſhall the Reader be àble +6! 
ſuy, T go all the length I might go. 
Tu Scripture Expretiions are expounded b.) 
the Reverend and Learned Annotators, and tod 
them'T refer; and as to the Courts of Juſticd 
under the Grand Kignior, deciding ſuch Cafes ag 
theſe Where Complaints are made by either 
Nr, Foul give ie Accounts of them but 


- 
* 


they would break in upon me in the grand 
Difficulty, and offend the Reader; except a 
Sort who I am not at this time about to pleaſe. 
Here therefore you muſt allow me to omit a. 
large and, in its kind, uſeful Part of the De- 
ſign it ſelf, namely, the Reproof of ſcandalous 
Violences on both Sides even in the Marriage 
Intimacies, which cannot be ſpoken of with 
Decency, and therefore muſt go unreproved. 
One would hope it is a ſufficient Reproof to 
thoſe who underſtand what I mean. 13 
Wr are but too forward to ſay, that no one 
ought to prohibit what Gop has not — 3 
that what is lawful may lawfully be done, where 
Nature dictates, {oy IG and Heaven has not 
forbid, what can be pretended, that the Rule of 
Modeſty 1s exprefs'd by Mr. Dryden thus: 


0 | By Nature prompted, ty 10 Low denyd, 1 


Tur all things within that Compaſs are 
to be allowed, and to reftrain farther, is to bind 
heavy Burthens, which we will not bear our, 
Bur my anſwer is ſhort, where-ever an 
unreſtrained Liberty ſeems to be given, yet 
we ought to remember that Gop gave his Laws 
to us as to reaſonable Creatures, not as to 
Brutes; that we are to act in no Caſes out of 
the Bounds of Reaſon and Juſtice, no nor of 
Modeſty and Decency; if the Circumſtances of 
it ſeem to be left to our Diſcretion, that Diſ- 
cretion ſhould be limited by our reaſon: 
Powers; if the Man or Woman, for 1 ſpeak of | 
and to both, will tell me, that in the Extaſies 
of their Paſlion, or Affection, or Appetite, or 
dall it what, you will, they are at berry to 
«f 2 V "x » 7 
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lay aſide the uſe of Reaſon, and act unlike a 
an, or a Chriſtian, or even a Brute; that he 
is to be a Fury, outrageous, unſatisfied, and 
entirely out even of his own: Government; 
That he or ſne is to lay aſide all Conſideratiors 
for the be or be they are concerned withal; ail 
compaſſion for Circumſtances, Infirmities, Weak- 
neſs, Ac. of whatſoever kind, or ar lives 


from whatſoever Cauſe; that they are at libert) 
thus to be furious, and to act meerly in grati 
cation of their own: Pleaſures, without any 
other or better Conſideration, and to do what- 
ever they think fit in the purſuit of their pre- 
ſent guſt of Appetite, even to the ruin and 
deſtruction of the Husband or Wife; I ſay, if 
this can be made appear to be juſt, then I am 
anſwered. best 2 | 
Bur if not, then Reaſon, and Modeſty, and 
Virtue ought to be liſtened to; and the cravings 
of Nature, if they are extravagant, ſhould be 
governed by the Rules which Nature is ſub» 
jected to. The —.— is a Diſeaſe and a Dif- 
temper in it ſelf; and though it may be called 
Conſtitution: aud Nature, tis a miſtake ; tis 
not Conſtitution, but a Plague in the Conſtitu- 
tion; tis a kind of Fever or Calenture in the 
Blood; tis, in a word, to carry it no farther, a 
Frenzy in the Creature; whether in the Head 
or elſewhere, is not to the purpoſe, but ſuch it 
238; and they ought to apply to Art, I mean 
TR ta abate the Acrimony of their Blood, 
in the Exceſſes of high feeding, hard 
drinking, and luxurious living; reducing 
themſelves at leaſt ſo, as to bring under the 


-Fleſh; bring Nature under the Government of 
Reaſon, and, in ſhort, bring the Body under the 
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8 of the Soul, for that i Is an; whole 
Cale | ; 10 fi I. 
1 might give ſome: Examples « this Mode- 
rat ion as it has been happily practiſed am 
Chriſtians in our Age, and that evenamon 
of the higheſt Ran 
Laws. Take one particular Relation which 1 
had from an unqueſtionable Author, that is to 
ſay, from a grave Miniſter who had been con- 
verſant in the very Houſhold, and the Truth 
of whoſe/Relation I cannot doubt. T There 
as a certain rei Prince not long ago 
alive in the Fs ny da en ſay . 
7 many ſuch left, who after having had five 
* Sons, and moſt of them Men of Fame as 
< well as high Birth, and ſt ill hy ing, had this 
particular Circumſtance attending his Mar- 
<: riage-bed.; his Princeſs was reduced to ſuch 
5 Weakneſs, by frequent Child- 


that 
© ſhe was not able to receive the Embraces of 
her Lord without the utmoſt Extrmity of 
pain and Diſorder; and it went ſo far, that 
<, ſhe was at laſt obliged to diſcwer it to 


him, 
but did ĩcwith fo much Mod and Goodneſs, 
that ſhe offered him to c to his tak» 
* ing 2 ther other Lady, which he might * ee 
« of to her Place. 
ende 5 het upon the reaſtinableneſs af 
- # it; and that ſhe believed her conſenting to it, 
« and from ſach evident neceſſity, might make 
it lawful; nay, ſhe preſsd the Printe to It 
| very earneſtly, offering her {elf to find out 
4 an ene Perſon for 1 and go! Ate 
4 her to him. I 
TRE — Prince deen Peniigd De- | 
4 claration, ting henurn 9 
n 9 755 : Dur- 


and above the Reſtraint af 
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Infirmity, with a concern of Pity and Af 
« fection as became a tender Husband, which 
he always had been 5 and aſſured hes 
_ © he would not oppreſs her, or offer any thing 
* to injure or diſorder her. He ſmiled at her 
4 prepòſal, but told her, No; fince Providence 
had thought fit to deny him the ſutis fact ion 
he uſed to have in the Embraces of his dn 
„Wife, he hoped he was ſo much of a Chri- 
| nſtian as not to break Gop's Laws to gt = 
< gtural Deſires; and that he had 16 
ü 4 the Government of himſelf alſo as not to 
let his Appetite get the Maſtery of his Rea- 
* {fn and with this noble Reſolation dechned 
* the” _ — Wife —* row of i: may 
* Lady, an t himſelf e, as 1 
called, bee lat, 905 4 dra * 
I give this, among man es, wherein 
a 0 Modeſty has 5225 preſerved, and the 
Example is moving. The Prince I mention 
Was in the highth of his Strength, the prime 
of his Age, between the Age of thirty and 
for ſtrong, vigorous, full of Fire in the 
Fie 4. and, in Proportion, elſewhere; the 
Thing was an Accident, and to Nature was 
doubtleſs a Diſap e but the Chriſtin 
Hrevailed' above the Youth; Reaſon conquered 
ature, and that Reaſon had the Wremen of 
all his Inclinations. 0 . od 
© Cextarvty ve are to act 8 7 ho | 
Reaſon and our Underſtanding in all Caſes 
Where the Laws either of 'GoH or Man leave 
us at liberty; nay, thoſe Laws ſeeming to 
leave us at full Liberty, give the ſtronger Force 
to the — — of our Reaſon ;' They 
ſeem not to 17 you are in this left to what 
Jour own Will dir 


G 4 Law 


ects, 5 the Language of the 
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Law of Nature it ſelf, and of the ſubſequent 
Laws of Gop in the ſame Caſe is. Here yo 
are left to act as Reaſon and Religion ſhall di- 
and as the Circumſtances that may hap- 


(A t 


3 


rect, 

pen ſhall 1nake reaſonable. ou 
ITE Excelles and Extremes of our Paſſions 
are in almoſt all Caſes the ſcandal of the 
rational Life, the principal Cauſe of which 
is, becauſe Reaſon is given to Man as a gnard 
to him againſt all the Exorbitances of Nature. 
Reaſon is the Rule of Life to a Man, as Religi- 
on is to Chriſtians; he that is not guided 7 
the laſt is an Infidel, as he that is not governed 
by the firſt is a Brute, Tis a ſhame to a Man 
that wears about him a Soul, to ſay, that he is 
nat guided by his Reaſon; as tig a ſhame to a 


Chriſtian to ſay, he is not guided by the Prin» 


ciples and Dictates of Religion. 
As Reaſon therefore is our guide in Matters 
ſuhjected to its Laws, ſo in this more particularly, 
namely, in governing and directing our Affec- 
tions, our Appetites, our Paſſions, and our Deſires; 
Take it in more indifferent and ordinary Caſes, 
ave are allowed to Eat and Drink, Gop gave 
the Bleſſings and Encreaſe of the Field to Man; 
He is, under his Maker, the Lord of the 
World, and he is left at full liberty not onl 


to ſupply his Neceſſity, his Hunger and Thi 


but he is at — to ſolace himſelf with his 
Food, and eat or drink what is molt agreeable 
to his Palate : But as Reaſon is the guide of his 
Appetite, ſo far as to direct him how much to 
eat or drink upon all Occaſions, ſo he that 
es himſelf beyond what is reaſonable, ex- 
es himſelf to the juſt, Cenſure of a brutal 
Appetite; thus, in all other Cafes, a e! 


7 


a 
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of the of his Reaſon is, in a word, 
a Monſter rather than a Maen. 
Mernixxs the modeſt Reader may take this 
as It ĩs ——— to extend to the —— oe 
a brutal ungoverned Appetite, in any other Caſe. 
to which this — eati — drinking eppolite 
and may. apply it ſuitably, though Decency 
forbids me to Bi Ban o mee T, 
We ſhould all bluſh to be told, in other Caſes! 
that we had no Government of our ſelves; that 
we were inſatiably Covetous, or unbounded! 
Ambitious, or Vain, and mach more "ſhould 
we have reaſon to bluſh, as being'inſatiable*in 
any other Appetite; -: +» 7 068 or DD 
. DECENCY alſo puts another Difficulty upon 
me here, viz. it obliges me to ſpeak” of this 
Article, as if the Man was the only guilty Per- 
ſon, and that the Modeſty of the Woman was 
a ſufficient reſtraint to her upon all Occaſions : 
Nor will I make fo much as an attempt in Pre- 
judice of that Charity; if it happen otherwiſe 
on any Occaſion tis fo much the worſe; be- 
cauſe, I think, of the two, the Extream on 
— the moſt fatal, as well as ſhame- 
anke ieee a 
_ Tarze isa Part of this Circumſtance; which, 
zs it is neceſſary to be mentioned; ſo it may 
be mentioned without Offence, tho it regards 
even the niceſt Branch of the Argument; and 
that is, How fatal this Exorbitance'is, when it 
meets, not as it were in a kind of Conjunttion, 
as Where neither the Man or the Woman have © 
the Government of - themſelves; but where the 
Extream is on one Side only, with à coldneſa 


and indifferency equally extream on the other 
I ſay, this 5 be mentioned without offence, 
it not be deny'd but there is an 


becauſe it m 
340628 
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Error both ways, of which Reaſon as well as 
Duty and Affection, are to be the Directors 
and Guides ;. It is, no doubt, a Duty on 
both Sides to yield, to pleaſe, and oblige 
one another, where no juſt Objections are to be 
made; and thoſe Husbands or Wives who de- 
ine one another criminally, ought to conſider 
the matrimonial Vow and Duty in ali its Par- 
tĩculars; hut eſpecially upon the ill Conſe- 
quences hich ſuch à Coldneſs may produce; 
 whach, though not juſtifiable at all in the Per- 
Pn that may ſa fly out, yet tis what we ought 

to avid. ae are nat to lead one another into 
Temptations; and this is one of the Things 
which, a uiid, thoſe Courts of particular Juſ- 
tice take dogniſance of among the Tur. But 
of this more at large in its Order. I am now 
chiefly talking of the Extreams of the firſt 
kind, anchof ——— — o Rl 
3 — — 1 which theſe 
Reproofs are pointed at, in the reſpett I pre. 
with ſaying, that thoſe Branches of conjugal 

Diſorder are the ſcandal of the Marriage Bed ; 
every Chriſtian, as well as every pruden 
and wiſe Man, will be aſtmmed, to think he 
mould want la hint to reſtrain himſelf. As to 
tze brutal World; Men and Women Who give 
à looſe. to their Deſires, of whatever kind, and 
hate all Mortiſications who [deſpiſe Reſtraint 
and Rules ; that ſcorn to think they want Ad- 
vice, andrare above Reproof; I have one Hint 
more fox ſuch, and that is this, letthem go on and 
act with afull Guſt; let them ſtrain Nature to the 
- utmoſt ;; and let them fee whether if the Laws of 
Go or Man do not reſtrain them or puniſn 
them, Nature her ſelf will not complain; openly 
60114 | expoſe 
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expoſe them, and make them confeſs. the Ciime 


when it is to be read in their Puniſmment. 

-  Wrexce come Palſies and Epilepſies, Fal- 
1ing-Sickneſs, trembling of the Joints, pale 
dejected Aſpects, Leanneſs, and at laſt Rotten- 
neſt, and other filthy and loathſome Diſtem- 
pers, but from the criminal Exceſſes of their 
younger times? Tis not enough to ſay that it 
was lawful, and they made uſe of none but their 
-own Wives; the natural Courſe of things go on 
their own way; Nature's Streams flow all in the 
ſame Channels, if the Fountain is drawn dry, if 
the Vitals are exhauſted, the Engines of Nature 
worked with unreaſonable Violence, the Parts 
feel the fame unreaſonable Force, and the Con- 
Tequences will be the ſame, whether the Facts 
were juſtifiable, and lawful in themſelves or not. 
Tus, as above, tis lawful to eat and drink; 
and the Kinds and Quantities of Food which 
we are to eat are perfectly left to our own Di- 
cretion; nay, we are left, as I have ſaid, even 
to ncgale ami divert: dar fluss both! wü 
ing and Drinking. But the Epicure, ho gives 
— — — 1h 8 Liberties, 1 gives a 
looſe to the guſt of his Appetite, that 

His Stomach with rich Sauces and aN 
Dainties, that rather devours than feeds upon 
what is before him, and knows no Bounds to 
his eating but the meer mathematical Dimen- 
ſions of his Bowels: What comes of him? 
He ſwells up with Fat, is over-run with Rheums, 
Catarrhs, and all ſcorbutick Diſtempers, andꝭ at 
laſt ſinks under the Weight of his own Bulk, 
Is choaked with the very Food he eats, and dies 
in the middle of his -dainty Meats: and the 
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Tuvs they deſtroy themſelves: in the uſe of 
lawful Things, or, if you pleaſe, in the abuſe 
of them; and while they pleaſe themſelves 
with having been doing ing but what it 

-was lawful to do, they periſh in the Exceſſes of 
nüt, and murther themſelves by the unlawful 

doing of lawful Actions. ens ed Ender 
Ix the ſame manner, thoſe Men who pretend 
there are no limitations of Modeſty between 
a Man and his Wife, that their Reaſon is 
not needful to be called in to the Government 
of their 27 but that they are at liberty 
to act in all Things as meer ungoverned Na- 
ture, however vitiated, ſhall direct. What Ef- 
fects do they ordinarily. find of it, and where 
does it end? How do we find them loaded with 
. Diſeaſes, contract early Infirmities > How dogs 
-Exhauſted: Nature feel the ſecret Defects, and 
bo hard do they find it to recover the Vigour 
and Strength which they have puſb'd to the ut- 
moſt, in a-thoughtleſs Excess 1 +7, 
Nax, How often does the boiling Blood fer- 
ment into Fevers, Ulcers, and the moſt ingura- 
ble Diſeaſes? How do the vital Parts feel the 
Wound, till the Dart ſtrike through the Liver, 
as Solomon moſt excellently: deſcribes it; and the 
diſmal Conſequences ſeldom End but in the 
Grave? Nor is that all, but the tottering Head, 
the Rheums, Catarrhs, the Fluxes, Inflamma- 
tions, and all the fatal Conſequences of an un- 
governed vitiated Youth, how often and generally 
| dotheyappear ſoopenly, that*tis eaſy, eſpeci 
to Men of Judgment, to read the e in the 
Conſequences, the Sin in the Puniſhments? 
na > will tell you, that even the foul Diſ- 
eaſe it ſelf, has been the Effect of immoderate 
Heats and Surfeitings of the Blood, —_ 
Un W 
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what we call Gontamination or Infection from 
others, and where none other has been con- 
cerned but the Man and his Wife ſingly and 

one. 9 e „ «54 . 
Ix I were at liberty to explain myſelf upon 
this nauſeous Subject, I 75 from clear and 
rational Conſequences, convince the ungoverned 
Criminal, how he lays the Foundation of the tuin 
of his Conſtitution, how he poiſons his Blood, and 
ſpreads the corrupt Seeds of Diſeaſe into the very 
 Veinsof Wir ; but the Occaſion is too foal 
for my Pen: Let it ſuffice to admoniſh Chriſtians, 
and Men of Senſe, that they ſnould remember 
they are ſo; that they have reaſoning Po- 
ers to aſſiſt them in ſubduing their inordinata 
Heats; that they ſhould ſummon Virtue and 
Modeſty, Reaſon and Chriſtianity to their aid, 
and act in all Things agrecable to reaſonable 
Beings, not like enraged Lunaticks, though 
they are not under the reſtraint of Laws: 
HEY are greatly miſtaken likewiſe who 
expect I ſhould give Rules here, and preſcribe to 
them what I mean by Modefty and Moderation 
in ſach Things as theſe; in ſhort, ſuch would 
_ pleaſe themſelves if*they could bring me to 
enter into Particulars of any kind, on one Side 
or other, for they love to dwell upon the Story. 
But Verb. Sap. Sat. *Tis enough; I have pointed 
out the Crime as far as Decency will permit, 
the Bounds are eaſily preſcribed, ſo as a 
common Underſtanding may reach them; 
Reaſon will tell you where the Limits are 
to be placed between lawful and unlawful; 

as follows, namely, | 
o Violences upon Nature on one Side or 
mother; no puſhing the Conſtitution to Extre- 
mities, no earneſt Importunities, no immodeſt 
Prompt» 


410 
Promptings; let all that Nature dictates be , 
free,” ſpontaneous,” voluntary and temperate, 
ſo Vigour is preſerved, - Affection encreaſed, 
and Abilities too, for it was a ſignificant Ex- 
preſſion of the Duke of Buckingbam's, i in *. 
Poem of annere 


Tes, makes Men able as their Hearts a are * 
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is certain, all Totem ce, all outrage.” 
obs Exceſſes, Aebllitate and exhauſt the Spirits; 
weaken Nature, and render the Perſon 85 — for 
many of the Offices of Life, beſides the ſame 
Article; 1 a moderate uſe of Nature's 
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fellion before MATRIM OVV, M order 
ſs of a married: State, 


70 the Happine 
. and of the SPUR 11 e War 
out it. | 


— 
JARRIAGE ic des of Union, 
and the ſtricteſt of its Kind that 
can not only be found, but that 
can be conceived of among Men. 
Adam emphatically expreſſes it, 
| when Gon brought the Woman 
to him; This is now Bone of my Bone, and Fleſb 
of my Pleſb, Gen. x1. 23, and again, verſe 24. 
and they ſhall be one Fleſh. © 
So ſolemn the Inſtitution, fo ſimple the 
nſtruction, fo faſt the Bond, fo looſe the 
rſons bound! It would be much too ſerious for 
the reading of theſe Times to enter into a Dif 
fertation upon the ſolemn Engagement, and 
upon the Weight and Significance of the Obh- 
gation on both Sides, how firm the Bond, how 
mdiſfolvible the mutual Ties, and how impor- 
tant to the Felicity of Life it is that they: ſhoul@ 
be religiouſſy obſerved. 


I know too well who I am talking bf pre 


at hat Dime of Day; how the Sübordina- 
1 tion 


SBood faith, Mr. Parſon, I tba 


— 
tion of one Sex is laughed at and bantered, an 
the Dominion of the other abuſed and turned 


into Lyranny. and Oppreſſion; how the Wo- 
men; inſtead of 2 reign; and the Men, 


inſtead of a Government in Love, and a ſupe- 
my of Affection, in which that Government 
ſhould chiefly conſiſt, infult | and oppreſs their 
Wives; how the Obligation of forlaking all 
othef, is ridiculed and made a Jeſt of, and that 
of keeping your ſelf only unto her, declared 
to be à meer Church NE, a Piece of 
Prieftcraft, and unreaſonable. | ON 
Do you thank, fays bluſhing G, to his 
poor ſubjected but modeſt Wife, Do you think 


that ever I intended to meddle with no more 


than one Woman ? No, no, I never promis'd 
any fuch Thing; if I did I never intended to 
keep to it, then he turns and ſings a ſcandalous 
Song out of Rocheſter, too groſs to repeat: 


But to live with ber all a Man's Life, 
Till fbe grows — — — 2 


xk you for that, 
T thank ye for that. 2 e ee 


- AND whence. comes this Contempt? I ſay, 
it does not proceed ſo much from the Wicked- 
neſs, as from the Ignorance of the Age; 95 
norance of the real Felicity of their very Kind; 
how all that can be called happy in the Life of 
Man, is ſumm'd up in the ſtate of Marriage; 
that it is the Center to which all the leſſer De- 
lights of Life tend, as a Point in the Circle; 
that, in ſhort, all the extraordinary Enjoy- 
ments of Life are temporary and trifling, and 
conſiſt chiefly in the ſtrange and uncouth 1 
| E 


Faw rp 
Fre which, Tome Men ſay, they find in doi 
what they ought not to do; which, at beſt, 
but till they are wiſe, and learn to know what 
it is to repent. | But the Pleaſure of a married 
State conſiſts wholly in the Beauty of the Union, 
the ſharing Comforts; the doubling all Enjoy 
ments; tis the Settlement. of Life; the Ship is 
always in a Storm e till it finds this ſafe Road, 
and here it comes to an Anchor: Tis the want 
of a taſte of Life makes Men deſpiſe that Part of 
it which Heaven at firſt conſtituted to compleat 


the Happineſs of his Creature. 
Jo argue againſt Marriage, becauſe ſo many 
Matthesate unhappy,'and ſo few exemplify the 
Caſe as it ought tobe, isonly arguingtheIgnorance 
and Corruption of Mankind, which as it is the 
Cauſe, fo it is fully diſcoyered by this unhappy 
Conſequence, Did Men expect Happineſs in 4 
married Condition, they would Begin and End 
it after another manner, pr for it before» 
hand with more nicety, and take much great 
er Thought about it R they engaged in 
> pd | 7 WG at u 94 
Pol iricx Matches are Weddings for Prin- 
ces, 'and for Perſons of high Birth; where the 
meer Intereſts of the Families are the Conſide- 
ration of the Alliance, and where it is not e 
ſential to the Match, whether the Perſons Jove 
one another or no, at leaſt not ſo eſſential as in 
Perſons of a meaner degree. 
Bor as the Perſons of a lower Station are, 
generally fpeaking, much more happy in their 
arrriages, than Sg and Perſons of Diſtin- 
Aion; 10 I take much of it, if not all of it, to 
oonſiſt in the Advantage they have to chooks 
lad volt 12s notoioncy) wt 
moor oldiiiongtieguv ant hug Saline 
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Zur yet even Rebeccab herſelf, when ſhe 


[98] | 
I Masklatbes of Princes and Perſons, of 
Rank; are rather Leagues and Treaties of Al- 
liance and Confederacy than. Weddings, and 
they are tranſacted accordingly ; the Lady is 
courted-at a Diſtance, viewed in Effigy by her 
Picture ſet with Diamonds, contracted by En- 
voys n married by Proxy, and 
then travels a thoufand Miles perhaps, or 
ſomething lefs, to find out her HusbandQ. 
Tuvus indeed Abrabam ſent the Steward of 
is Houſhold to fetch his Son Iſaac a Wife, a- 
bout three or four hundred Miles off, and ſhe 
came with the Meſſenger: But the Caſe was 
plain there; Rebecca ſaw the viſible Finger of 
Go in it, and the Words of Laban. her Bro- 
ther, though himſelf an Idolater, confeſſed it, 
Gen. Xxiv. 50. then Laban and Betbuel anſwered, 
and ſaid, the thing proceedeth from the Loxp, 
we cannot ſpeałk unto thee bad or good; and upon 
this Foundation the Lady ventured to go with 
the Meſſenger. Fett 50 ftr 4 


acted the like Part for her Son, and deſired to 


take a Wife for Jacob from the ſame Country; 


the ſent no Servant of the Errand, but made 
him 0 in Perſon, and chooſe for himſelf, and 
he did fo, and pitched upon his well-favoured 
beautiful Rachel, had not Laban cheated him, 
and laid a blear- eyed Leab in her PlacteGQ. 
As Marriage is a ſtate of Life in which ſo 
much of humane Felicity is really placed, and 
in which Men may be ſo compleatly happy or 
miſerable, it ſeems to me the moſt rational 
thing in the World, that the Parties themſelves, 
and them alone, ſhould give the laſt Strokes to 
its Concluſion; that they only ſnould be leſt to 
determine it, and that withall poſſible Freedom, 
444 | H that 


2 NY "INN .[ 99 1 RVↄsß 
that they might be able to ſay to one another; 
and that with the utmoſt Sincerity, at reciting 
the Office of Matrimony, not I take thee, but I 
chooſe thee; thou art my Choice; that the Man 
may be able to ſay, not only ſhe is the Wife of 
my Youth, but ſhe is the Wife of my Affection; 
and the Woman the ſame. Pater 
Ho little is this which is the eſſential Part 
-undexſtood in the World, how little of Love 
zs there to be found in Matrimony, as tis now | 
managed; and what is the Conſequence but un- 
faithful performing the Marriage Covenants z 
- diſloyalty, breach of Faith and Honour, and 
the worſt Sort of Perjury on both Sides? for as 
the Marriage Covenant is a ſolemn Oath; and 
perhaps the moſt ſolemn of all Engagements 
-upon Earth, fo breaking it is the worſt of Per- 
Jury, and ought indeed to be puniſhed as 
delt 37418 24 


WHERE there is no Pre- engagement of the 
Affection before Marriage, what can be ex- 
pected after it? And what do we find comes 
after it, but at be continued Jars, Quarrel- 
Unze Scolding, and perhaps Fighting? never 
to be abated, never to be altered, no not by: 
length of Time, not forty Years wedlock has 
been ſufficient to tire out the jangling, ill, 
matched Tempers; but the Evil takes Koo! 
with Time, till the Hatred grows riveted; and 
becomes natural, they even die with the per- 
petual Diſguſt upon them, and carry their 
Fee as it were, along with them ta the 
rave, as if they reſolved to renew the Strife 
Tithe VexE IE e -_Of e100 CER 
Ix was a miſerable Example of this which 4 
near Relation of mine was an Eye: witneſs to in 
the Town of © Sherborn in Dor ſetſbire; or very, 
23 H 2 near 
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near it. A Man and his Wife had lived a 
wretched, continued Life of Contention for 
almoſt fifty Tears; at length the Woman fell 
ſick and died; whale ſhe lay on her Death-bed 
her Husband came up into the Chamber to ſee 
her, as a good Husband ought; the Woman 
fretful, though ſick, found fault with him upon 
ſome Occaſion of no great moment, and grew 
angry. Pray, my Dear, ſays the Man, don't 
uarrel to your laſt Moment. The Woman 
flew into a Paſlion. that he ſhould ſuggeſt it 


i 


was her laſt Moment, which, ſhe ſaid, be did 


and he ſaid, raſbly enough, that if it was not 
her laſt Moment he wiſhed it was, or it would 
be happy for him if it was, or to that purpoſe. 
What! ſays ſhe, do you Inſult me with that, 
. depend upon 1t you ſhall be at noQuiet on that 
Account, for if ever the Dead can come to the 
Quick, 11] be with thee again. 
© "WHETHER ſhe kept her Word with him or 
no, I know not; hut *tis certain ſhe died in 
two or three Days after, nor did the Man ven- 
ture to go up to-vaſit her any more. This was 
indeed carrying on what we may call an eternal 
Feud; it was a mortal Breach indeed, for no- 
thing ever cur'd it, and yet; the Couple were 
not ſo exaſperated againſt one another, but that 
they lived together, were People of good 249.4 
ſtance, and. ſome Senſe, and even too mu 
Wit; but married, it ſeems, without the grand 
conſtituting Article called mutual Affection 
which is indeed, in m * the eſfentzel 
Part of the Contract; the Woman profeſs'd ſhe 


never loved him, and yet ſhe married him; the 
Man declared he never asked her to love him, 


or cared one Farching whether he did or 28, 


| ” © 7 | 2 + 1 . 


+ brow. This 175 the Man into a Paſſion too, 
a 


| „ | 
0 he had but her Money, which was, it ſeems, 
what he took her for. Now, was this Matrimony? 
No, no, it might be Marriage, but-I deny that 
it was Matrimony , here was nothing of GOD's 
holy Ordinance, or taking one another according 
to that Ordinance; it was all a contradiction of 
the main Defign ; in ſhort, it was a ſomething. 
that wants a Name; and what can be ſaid to 
contradi& me if I ſhould call it a Matrimonial 
Frans, oo 1 
WEIL might this Couple anſwer or ſay after 
the Parſon, TN. TaxE thee M. But they could 
never have been married if the Office had run, 
I N. chooſe thee N. out of my ſincere Affection 
to thee, and for that Reaſon take thee, &c. What 
would have become of us all if this had been 
the ſolemn Part or Oath 'of the, Marriage Co- 
venant, and that it had been taken upon Pain of 
Perjury ? How few are there that. would dare to 
be married upon that Foot ?, 
Sox are of the Opinion, prudential Match- 
es, as they call them, are beſt. They tell us, 
tis the Parents buſineſs to chooſe. Wives for 
their Sons, and Husbands for their Daughters; 
that let them be tied together firſt, they no! 
toy together till my love afterwards; that Pro- 
erty begets Affection, and that if all other 
ning Hit, they may run the riſque of the 
Love with leſs inconvenience. 
Bur I muſt enter my Proteſt here: I think 
they that make a Toy of the Affection, will make 
a Toy of the Matrimony, they ſeem to know 
little of the Miſery of thoſe Matches who. 
think they are to be toyed into Love after Con- 
ſummation: how often are they cloyed with. 
ane another's Company before the Affection 
comes in? How little Force has the ſport of Mar- 
T9 14 H 3 * r1age, 
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riage, (ſo a wiſe Favourer of thoſe prudential 
Matches was ae to call it) in it to contract 


Affection? J have ſeen enough of it, to make 
me venture ſaying, there is not One in Ten of 
thoſe Kinds of Marriages that ſucceedds. 
Non is the Surface-Love, which takes ſo 
much in the World at this time, any part of 
the pure, the ſolid, the rivetted Affection, 
which, I inſiſt, is ſo eſſential to the Felicity 
of a married Life. Where is the Union of the 
whole Deſire, or even of the Soul of Deſire, 
that which Mr. Milton ſo very nobly expatiates 
upon from Adam's Words, They Pall. be one ep, 


Gen. xi. 24. | ; 
© Aud they ſhall be one Fleſh, one Heart, one Soul. 


Is this to be obtained after Marriage, and that 
Marriage made perhaps by the choice and at the 
imperious arbitrary Command of  Superiors ? 
If not, as indeed I think it not rational to 
imagine, is it ſo flight a Matter, and of fo 


little Conſequence, as that Matrimony ſhould. . 


be ventured on without a due Proviſion for ſuch, 
a Union? Certainly, if any Action of Life is 
_ 6f Conſequence, tis that which determines the 
Man for Happineſs or Miſery : And ſuch is 
this of Matrimony ; for I think I way affirm 
Marriage without Love, 1 the Coches 
Miſery in Life. Beſides, I muſt ſay, it is to 
me utterly unlawful, and entails a Curſe upon 
the Perſons; as being e r invok- 
ing the Name of Gop to a Falſhood, which is 
one of the moſt provoking Crimes that Mankind 
can commit. He or ſhe* who, with that flight 
and ſuperficial Affection, ventures into the ma» 
itimonjal Vow, areto me file more than legal 
$* 4-35.51 [5,604 ALS BIAS We, ro ; 
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Proſtitutes: Political vieuvs may make a Mar- 
riage, but, in — Senſe of Gop and — | 
tis my Opinion they make no Matrimony"! 


Non 7 all this outſide, ski deep Aﬀec> 
tion, which ſuch Matches: at firſt appear with, 
protect them againſt the D of their 
own Tem anch the Eruptions of their Paſ- 
fion, it fortifies none againſt Famaly-Breachs 
es, fuppli 
the Paſſions, and the Unkindneſſes which in- 
numerable Cireamftances introduce in the _ 
ſequent Conduct of both Partjes. 
Turks Matches indeed general — A 
great ſhow of Affection, anc: the —— of 
the! Honey-Moon about them à great 
while, on ſome. more, ſome leſs, This I call 
the 1. f Matrimony, and the Caval- 
de of Love. But the Strife błeaks out inſen- 
biyz the Contention, the Contradiction, and 
all the little Thwartings and Waſpiſhneſſes, 
which lay the Foundation of eternal Diſtord; 
theſe all, like Weeds, grow and ſpread under 
the 8 Plant called: Love, till at laſt they 
check and fmother it entirely, and leave the 
Family a kind of Hell in Miniature 
A lte Poet expreſſes himſelf upon this'Subs 
with great ney and Aſſſuence f 
it 3 r e feeltingly” or 3 
IIe nnen 1 s 
Thus a ſeeming happy Pur, al 
bo H '« ſingh; 1 7. car ; Pang 
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Ap whence: proceeds all this, and ten 
thouſand times more than Heart can conceive, 
or Pen ſet down, but from the want of a ſin- 
cere rivetted Affection between them beſore 
Matrimony 2 The Man that marries without. it 
muſt be a Knave; the Woman that marries 
without it muſt be a Fool; and let me not give 
hard Words neither, without a ſufficient Au- 
— 8 for it; but TU make it it out r 
ate fI13 ALLY 7.50 : 
; II. that Man muſt bs, 4 Knave: No honeſt; 
Man 2 promiſe and engage mays {wear iq 
do:a Thing; which he is folly reſo ved not; to 
do; or which he is not ſure he is able to per 
ne and does not ſincerely, end to per- 


In the Terms of the Marriage e You the Miz 
viſter asks the Man theſe concite Queſtions; 
Vilt thou have this Woman to be . wed 215 
2 2 He anſwers, IMill. 1 al 13 
Wilt rbon love her? Iill, 8 a 5 in 
ili thou live With her 2 J il, 191 2 
Tix Interrogation it thon, ir underſt 
much as if the Miniſfer repeated it ever 1 bie 
and though he anſwers with but one I . 7 
as. effe@ually underſtood to mean 4 particular 
Anſwer, to every Inte ion, as if it 
epested to them all, and the meaning is * 
Lime, the Man can by no means come off of 
it; no, nor the Woman either, for her ee 
ment is equally fitm and binding, . 42 ; 
IuISs IV ill is not only aPromyſe obligatory, 


# ſolemn Engagement and Vow, but tis done 
under the San&tion of Religion, and of an Or- 
dinance of Gop; it 18 a acred Oath, tis what 
the: Scripture calls the Oath of Gov, and tlie 
5 Man may _ ſay, the Oath of Gor 
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18 upon him; in ſhort, every time he ſays, Þ 
Will, tis the ſame thing, —— the E 
fion, as to ſay; BY * GOD I WILL He that 
takes this Glen Oath, without being ſure he 
can ſincerely love the Woman, and ſo perform 
the Oath, muſt be à Knave, he cannot be an 
honeſt Man; And how can he be certain, if he 
did not really and ſi incerely love her before? 1 
r Caſe is Plain, and anſwers for 6 
e : 
- Av 41N; take the Woman: 's Obligation; ber 
— are the ſame to Queſtions not much 
differing; and when the Queſtions are ſummud 
up, (L need not repeat them here) ſhe anſwers, 
and ſays, or, if on: ll, the: IP N 

Wee as aboye, 
| MA: Elk 118 7 

——_ will! What will you do, Madam? Walk 

ou live with a Man, and he with à Man 
don't lbvVe? As T ſaidt before, that ſuch a Lady 
muſt be n Fool, 1 ſay nd tis worſe ;, tis but a 
kind of legal Proſtitution, in the plain Exgliſb 
of it, too groſs and wicked to exprets.:/ We muſt: 
not ſay ſhe i a bore, . makes it 
2 Iiteral Contract and Marriage Rut Go p forbid 
I ſhould; ever ſay twill paſs for Matrimony in 
Heaven; the young Lady, in ſhort, is willing, or 
has a mimd;-or 'defires, (call it what you pleaſe): 
to lie with a Man; and ſhe takes a Fellow that” 
is juſt in the fame: Condition, ünder the In- 
fluence: of ſome lewd Appetite, and he deſires 
to Iĩe with a Woman. They are hoth willing 
to gratify their vitious Part in the formality! 
of. a legal Appointment, and ſb they agree to 
marry in form, and they are: called Man an 
Wife; as ſuch» ſhe throws: off the Mask of 


ee Ses to. oy W ta him, on 
* 9 | ſuſters 
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ſuffers him to come to Bed to her; and as they 
came together rk the meer Principles of De- 
fire, as above, ſo they act the ſeveral: Exceſſes, 
and all the conjugal Madneſſes, Chamberings 
and Wantonneſſes, mentioned or pointed at 
above, and all this while not one Ounce of Af - 
fection, not a Grain of original, chaſt, and ri- 
vetted Love, the Glory of a Chriſtian Matri- 
mony, and the — Happineſs of Life, 1 is 
to be 3 between them. . * 
Is this Matrimony! Is this a Marriage made 
in Heaven! Is tees) bein joined t . ace 
cording: to Gop's holy y realy orbid at, 
O Heaven! that I ſhould call it by that honou- 
rable and religious Title: On the contrary, it 
merits, if 1 _ be allowed to. give my Judg+ 
ment, nothing leſs or mere than the Title of a 
Matrimonial horedom, or, at leaſt, of a Ma- 
trimonial Proſtitu tion 
Ir would make a Story too ng for the pre- 
ſent Work, and a little too groſs for my reſol- 
ved Way 'of writi z if I ſhould enter into 
a Deſcription: of the conjugal Converſation 
of two Perſons, coming together upon this 
Foot; that - to ſoy, ay,” of 2 Nature, and the 
rompti Sexes, without any previous 
— — Affection; I ſay, to deſcribe the 
manner of their Converſation after the firſt 
Principles of their Conjunction are evaporated 
or exhaled, after the Fire is out, and the com- 
buſtible Matter that kindled it is conſumed 3 
when the Vapour is exhaled, the airy Part 
= and evaporated, and the humid Part ful - 
condenſed, how coldly they meet? How 
ey look at * another, as a ſurfeited, clo ed 
— reliſhes a full-ſpread Table? How 
r one 9 as a -fick Body that 
— 2 'F gorge 
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ed with Phyſick, or a conſumptive Perſon 
eb or his 2 — F 


How their very Mirth is dull and inf me 
and they are ſo far from diverting one another, 
that their Happineſs conſiſts very unhappily 
in being as much abſent from one — as 
they can. Unwarily talking once to à Gentle- 
woman of my particular Acquaintance, whoſe 
Circumſtances in Matrimony, tho very good; 
have, yet a Defect of this kind at the Bottom. 
Madam. ſaid IJ, you are very happy in ſo kind 
a Husband, ſo tender, fo. — pray let us 
have his Company tleman was but in 
the next Room; pi To was for calling him in-“ 
Let bim alone, er ſhe very coldly, let bim 
alone, you; hant ſo much of bis Company a . 
have; IL had rather be without him; he would 
have made any Woman 1 in England a good HRT 
band but me. 
War Madam, faid I, ras not he make you! 

a good Husband? We are all of Opinion 10 45 
an extraordinary good Husband. I dont know, 
ſays he, it may be I an't' ſo good # Wife as 1 
ſhould be. O Madam, ſaid I, don't ſays fo, 1 
believe you àre à very ood” Wife. Indeed: 
ſays ſhe, Þan't ſo good a Wife as 1 ſnhould be; 
we married young, and the main 1 was 
wanting: We did as we were bid, but we were 
never troubled much with — Thing called 
LOVE; and I find, by ſad Experience, Wed N 
lock is a miſerable Thing without it. 

WV, Madam, ſays I, your Circumſtances 
are 900d, and you live very eaſy on both Sides. 

TRAT — ſaid ſnez but 1 tell the 

main Ingredients is wanting. I never lov'd 
him; and I always! thought he never could” 
_ me * for en 1 never ap; 85 — to 
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ge him, becauſe I had never any real Value 


abli 
for him. 3 _ | 
*TraT's a very unhappy Caſe indeed, Ma- 
dam, ſaid IJ. 5 it +385 V uy 8 
So unhappy, ſays ſhe, that I would never 
adviſe any Body to marry without they know 
on both Sides, how things ſtand as to Love; 
for tis all nothing but a Banter to talk of Hap- 
ineſs without it; they that don't love befote 
Ne 9852 will never be happy when they 
are married. Por e any e 
Bur, Madam, you have been long married, 
ſaid I; methinks kind and good Uſage on both 
Sides ſhould have made Love by this time. 
I dont know-how it may do in other Folks, 
fays ſbe, but tis not ſo with me; Mr. . — is 
4 kind and tender of me as I can defire, and 
vet I dont know what ails me, I never did, 
and I never can love him; it won't do; I 
would adviſe no Body to marry before they 
Love; let them depend upon it, if they don't 
Love befor&hand they will never love after- 
ward; it is not to be done; 1 have found it by 
{4d Experience. | | | 8 ®, l | 
Wax, oor moi cr — n World thinks 
ou are a mighty happ © pa TIP 
N Wu then we e the World, ſays 
ſhe, as We did one another; for, I can ure 
you, as I ſpeak to you in Confidence, we are a 
very unhappy Couple. 
Wu, Madam, you don't Quarrel, ſays IJ. 
No, ſays ſhe, never; good Manners, and good 
Breeding keep us from that: But what are all 
thoſe Negatives to make a Couple happy? 
There's no Happineſs without Love, and that 
on both Sides. Oh! ſays ſne with a Sigh, and 
fo concluded the Diſcourſe, let no Bbdy marry 
aud come together without Love; tis W 
4 | wn COON (——. 
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but what is not fit to name without it; tis all 
ſcandalous and ſhameful; and ſo we called u 
other Diſcourſe; for I had enough of it, and 
the Lady fell into Tears, and yet ſhe confeſgd 
all the Fault was her own too. 4 
Ap what generally ſpeaking is the End of 
ſuch prepoſterous Conjunctions as this was, 
but a Birth of Monſters ?- Pardon me; I don't 
mean that the Children born between them 
ſhall be Monſters in ſhape; imperfect, unfi- 
niſh'd, wanting their Limbs, or with more 
Limbs than Nature directs, as in many mon- 
ſtrous Births is the Caſe; though I could ſay 
ſome pertinent Things upon that Subject too, 
if the Age could bear it: But my meaning is, 
theſe. Conjunctions generally break out in 
monſtrous Conſequences; Family Confu- 
ſions, violent Contentions, unſufferable Paſ- 
fions, raging at one another in vile Lan- 
uage, Quarrels, Feuds, Fightings, or at 
Feaſt Inſultings of one another; in all which 
they act Furious, as in their original Guſts of 
another kind, reproaching themſelves with that 
very criminal Part which brought them toge- 
ther, upbraiding one another with the very 
Things which threw them precipitantly into 
one another's Arms, from whence proceeded the 
Ruin they bear. Theſe, and a thouſand mon- 
ſtrous Paſſions, ungoverned like the Fire of 
their early, blind and h Deſires, are the 
Effects of that prepoſterous Matrimony that is 
contracted upon ſuch Foundations as theſe. 
How is it poſſible any thing but this, or 
ſuch as this, can be the Iſſue,” ſince when the 
firſt Deſires are gratified, Diſlikes and Aver- 
fions, hateful Regret and Repentings, as na- 
turally ſucceed ſueh corrupt and half - born 
Al - e Love; 
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'Love; as Hatred ſucceeded: the ſame kind of 
Affection in Ammon, when he had raviſhed his 
Siſter, and which made hiin, at it were; kick 
her down Stairs. 2 yhalT 5: 

A true Affect ion can never be the Product of 
A vitious Inclination, any more than an evil 

Tree can bring forth good Fruit, tis contrary 
to the Nature of the Work; a chaſt, affectionate 
Embrace is quite another Thing; the one is 

m Heaven formed in the Soul for the good 
of Mankind, by the glorious Hand of a bene- 
cent Power, and directed for the Propagation 

of a chaſt and virtuous Breed, fitted with in- 
bred original Modeſty and Principles of Virtue, 
as it were, convey'd by Blood to the Honour 
the very Ordinance of Matrimony it ſelf, and 
of the primitive Inſtitution of it in Paradiſe: 
Shall we conſtitute a vitious or vitiated Deſire 
in the room of Love, and a corrupt Combina- 
tion of two enflamed Pieces of Pollution under 
the ſhelter of legal Forms, and call this Matri- 
mony ? It can produce nothing but Miſchi 
and Confuſion, the Nature of the Thing dic- 
fates naotbers....f Goin 1G lenimin yn y 

Io lay Love is not eſſential to the Form of 
a Marriage, is true; but to ſay it is not eſſen- 
Hal to the Felicity of à married State, and con- 

equently to that which I call Matrimony, is 

t true; and you may as truly ſay, thit Deacs 
not eſſential to the good of a Family; as that 
the Harmony and Conjunction of Souls are not 
eſſential to the Happineſs of the Perſons joyn d 
FF 
Ir the Man or Woman that is to marry do 
not value whether they are Happy or no, of 
whether they live with the Perſon they are to 
marry in a ſtate of War or Peace, always Jar- 
18 70.4 | | | ring, 
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her Seaſon, meerly to raiſe a Litter, meerly to 
gratify her brutal Part; and when that is gra- 
tify'd, and he or ſhe perhaps ſurfeited with the 
Perſon, may run away to an adulterous Bar- 
gain with another, for the meer guſt of Vari- 
ety, as is often the Caſe; In ſhort, what is 
Marrying, and what is the meeting of the Sexes; 
where Love and an original Aﬀe&ion is not 
concerned? *tis too wicked to mention, too vile 
to name; to deſcribe it would run me into the 
worſt Sort of Levity; and I muſt talk as vi- 
tiouſly as they act that do fo. | 
--Conce1veodf it then in the groſſeſt Terms 
you can, in Terms ſuited to the beaſtly Part, 
in Terms fitted to give your Thoughts the 
greateſt Diſguſt, and to fill you with Deteſta® 
tion ; for, in a word, there is nothing of De< 
cency or Modeſty, nothing Chaſt or Fieses 
can be ſaid about it. It is true, every Body 
that does marry in this manner does not con 
ſult the Reaſon of the thing, and do not per- 
haps conſider hat they are doing. E * 
Tux do not look into the Scandal of it; 
or weigh the Conſequences; they deſire a Man; 
that is indeed the Fact; tis in the Nature of 
the Thing, and cannot be denied: But the 
Lady does not conſider what Conſequences” at- 
tend its being deſired in ſuch a manner; ſhe 
takes the Thing as it appears; the Man offers 
444 to 
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to her upon honourable Terms, as they are cot- 
ruptly called, that is, he will marry her; ſhe 
neither enquares of her ſelf whether he is the 
Man of her Choice, whether ſhe loves him, 
and upon what Reaſon and Foundation the 
Lave ſubſiſts, whether upon his Perſon as a 
Man, or his Merit as a Man of Virtue and 
Senſe, But ſhe ignorantly paſſes over theſe 
Things, and does nat fee. that ſhe lies open to 
All the Cenſure, which, I ſay, is juſtly due to 
ſuch a kind of Matrimony. Wo hie AVI 
£A;Fz18-18:/{aying as much in her Favour as 
the Caſe will admit, as much as indeed it is 
pvolſible to lay for her? But let her ſtrip the 
Caſe naked of all the falſe Gloſſes which 'tis 
perhaps covered with, and then look upon it; 
of let her look into it after a Lear or two, 
worn out in the odd, uncouth, retrograde Wed- 
lock that ſhe is engaged in, and then ſhe will 
ſee with other Eyes; then ſhe'll ſee ſne weds 
ded a worthleſs, ſenſeleſs, vain and empty ſha- 
doof a Man, in gratification of the Humour 
which ſhe was at that time in for a Bedfellow ; 
that {he has the Man, and no more, and that 
now all the reſt is wanting; that ſne has the 
Man but not the Husband, not the Compani 


— 
on, not the obliging, affect ionate Relative that 
. the ought to have looked for, and to have fixed 
her Choice upon; and what bitter Reproaches 
does ſhe load her ſelf with when ſhe fees her 
ſelf in the Arms of a Fol inſtead of a Man 
cf Senſe; of a Brute and a Boar inſtead of a 
Man of Breeding and Behavour; of a Chur! 
and a Fury inſtead of a Man of Humour and 
Temper ; and all this occaſioned by her fol- 
Ewing blindly and raſhly that young wanton 
Inclination, Wh ich the knew not how to 2 „ 
3 | | Els 
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Tuts is treating the Crime with tenderneſr 
and the Criminal with pity, gg muft be con- 
felsd, and I am very, Willing o do ſo in Com- 
paſſion to human Infirm . an when all that 
is done, I muſt be allowed to ſay, the Fact des 
ſerves, the ſevereſt Reflection, let che Ignorance ' 
or Raſhheſs, or whatever other * of the 
Ferſonst be pleaded. in their Excuſe. 
Ix may be farther x7 ſuggeſted, that ſometimes 
theſe unbappy Conſequences do not follow, or, 
vou nn. it is, not always d bad. But 
thus argues nothing 85 favour of the falſe Step 
taken, or the gro Conduct ſpoken of Provi- 
dence way, in Compaſlion to _ Infirmities of 
his Creatures, 'deal, with them better than they 
deſerve, and may mercifully ſpare the Puniſh- 
Mane — ought. to expect; but this 
Ms is oy rom à Reaſon. why they ſhould 
on, the contrary, it is the Reaſon why, 
they ould not. 
| On the other hand: Now view but the Fett 
city of a married Couple, engaged before Mar- 
riage, by a mutual; a ſincere, and well-grounds 
ed Affection; who Love; and know why they do 
ſo; love upon the ſolid Foundation of ts 
perſonal Virtue, ſimilitude of a e Au- 
tual Delights; that ſee good Senſe, g 
mour, Wit, and agreeable Temper in one EB 
ther, and know it when they ſee it, and how | 
7 to judge of it; that make each the Obje & of a ps = 
reciprocal Choice, and fix all the View "of their = 
future Felicity in the Poſſeſſion of the Perſon 
ſo lovedy whole Affection is founded in Ho- 
nour and Virtue, their Intentions modeſt, 
— neee an ir Deſigns equally 


ans * » * I. & & 3s 
02 ATI is 34134 


# * 2 
44 933 F *" 8 
550 | Ven 
w * 4 3 89 x : . 
* 


= 


1 —— —ů —-— EE NET P 


Little 


11 


nn theſe come together, there's Matri- 


0 in its Perfection; if they marty; they 
fer the Miniſter when he asks them, 
Will yo y out love him? Will you love her? The 
Man can fay, 1 will, becauſe T do; I will: and 
ſhe is aſſured Twill; I will, for ſhe highty/ merits 
al my Affection. 

Ir would call for à Volome; not 7 Pag i; to 


deſcribe the Happiper of this Couple. Nolte. 


ſion does but highten their Enjoy- 
ments; the Flame does not exhauſt it ſelf. b 
burning, but encreaſes by its continuance, tis 
voung in its remoteſt Age; Time makes no 
Abatement; they are never ſurfeited, never 
5 0 they enjoy all the Delights of Love 
88 thout, the n * — and 
e their Actions, and ſet'Botth 
nag Wi their Motions, but to their De 
firs: mm: 0 as Mr. Milton GC m_—_ 


les it: 
1 3 wy 4 f 
oe HIS +3 ach 185 


en to bit Wiſs aber; 
* And ey foal be one Fleſh,” one Feart;o 6e 
ee Milt Par. Nur — fol. 214. 


. , * 
* * 


: Kovavia, ca can creep in Verween, 
165 among fil . they 2 their De- 
ts are full, yet they are tempera 

conſtant, and, Flew! 4 durable. 4 
Tutiz- Children are like their Parents, 20 
Streams: are from Fountains, formed in the 
Mould of Virtue and M z not Furies and 
that ke. of the Rage they 
were ford in, with their Blood boiling before 
It comes to the conſiſtency of its due Vigour ; 
but they hand down Virtue to their Pollo ity 
by he due Courſe \ the Conſe- 
mene 


LT. 
huenice-of due Calmneſs and Serenity in theft 
own Spirits; for it is tertain, that Humour and 
Tempet deſcend in the Line uf Families #8 
well as Diſeaſes and Diſtemper; tis 4 Jul 
Encouragement to Virtue” that it is fo, a 
*tis juſt, to let ſuch know it for the Encous 
Tagement of their good Conduct: 
How bleſt is the Hodfe where ſtick à Couple 
inhabit "and all this Difference flows mecrly 
from this one Branch, viz, Love before Marris 
age; Love is the conſtitutin Quality of thi 

atrimony; the Reaſon of it, the Foundation 
on Which it was built, and the Support of it 
after 1t was built. Such Families are happy Þ 
the meer natural Confequence of Life; th 
Tempers have nothing in them to form any 
Diſcord or Strife from; they cannot Differ, 


* 

Contend: Rage, Quarrel, Reflect, Re roach, 
Provoke, it is not in them Nature has fo Tad 
thwart Eines drawn over their Conſtitution 
they ate united in Good; And can never. 50 
united in Evil too; theſe Contraries would not 
illuſtrate, but deſtroy one another; in a wy 
they are all Love, and becauſe they are al | 
Love, therefore their Behaviout is all eace } 
the Vahn is in the Soul, and when it is fo, there 
can never be 4 Storm in the Mind; Love is 
not in them a Paſſion but a Quality; tis footed 
and riveted in their very Beute they have & 
Difpoſition to it in their very Nature: 
T uis being a ſettled Principle in tflein, both: 
natural and habitual, it comes of courſe 0 
_ Exert it ſelf in the Article of Matrimony; 1 
They reſolve not to marry but where they are 
fire and fully fatisfy'd they can Love; that is' 
to ſay, that as they reſolve it to be a Duty ſa 
they reſolve to practice it. 2. In order to this; 
* ; I 2 Pruden 
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Prudence directs them to reject every Offer where 
Love does not concur with the other Circum- 
ſtances, and make the Perſon perfectly not a- 
grecable only, but the Object of their ſincere 
and compleat Affection, and that. upon good 


Foundations too. 1 | 
© Wren theſe Things happen, then they mar- 


8 4 the Perſon thus marry'd meets with a 
Aﬀe 


pointment, as how often is the ſincereſt 

\ ffecion abuſed, be it that the Lady marries a 
bad Husband, is miſtaken in the Object, fixes 
her Mind upon an unworthy Fellow that feign- 
ed Love, and Honour, and Vertue, in his Ad- 
dreſſes, and proves a Hypocrite in them all; 
what is the Conſequence ? She is made miſera- 
le indeed, and wretchedly ſo; But we do not 
Tee the Houſe made a Bedlam ; it is not Fire on 
one Side and Tinder on the other; it is not 
Uphur and Nitre, Which meeting makes 
hunder ; the Br te behaves. as Brutes will; 
but the poor Lady mourns, ſees her ſelf made 
miſerable by. th6:dap ſhe loves ; bears it as 
Chriſtians bear remedileſs Sorrows, - P 
pines under it and dies, as is the fate of many 
a faithful, tender, affectionate Wife: And tis 
the ſame thing in the Man, he takes a Lady 
in appearance good, ſhe is to hum the Wife of 
is Youth, of his Affection, of his firſt an Wn 


eſt Love, whom he made his Choice before 
arriage, and places his Delight in afterward; 
t as none can ſee the Inſide and Soul of the 
Wject, ne proves a Piece off Froth and Va- 
nit; is idle, luxurious, expenſive, thoughtleſs 
in ber Affairs, cold and indifferent in her Affe- 
Bs and, 110 laft,..looſe . nabe _ D 1 
word, any thing, of every thing, that is fool 
and wicked, 1 n * a 


Ir 
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Ix is not eaſy to deſeribe the anguiſh of his 
Soul at the diſappointment; He had fixed his 
ve with a firm and riveted Force as a wiſe 
Man would and ought, long before he married 
er, nay, perhaps before he courted her , he had 
choſen her from the beautiful, the wealthy, 
the virtuous, and the good-humoured, Among ; 

whom, his Circumſtances -being good, he 
„ 
As he loved before Marriage, he reſolved to 
love her afterwards, becauſe he was ſure he 
ſhould; and thus he reſolved to make her hap- 
* and make himſelf NAPPY, in having her. 

W 


$ -- 
« 


But how is he diſappoint hen he finds. a 
Traitor in his Boſom,.a Fury in his Bed, 4 
Serpent in his Arms, that neither loves, values 
or regards him ? 18h after a few Years,.qr per- 
haps. Days, forgets all her Matrimonial Vows, 
the ſtrongeſt Ties of the ſolen Oath; thinks 
of nothing but Pleaſure and Folly, deſpiſes the 
Entreaties of her Husband, and at laſt himſelf, 
as a Husband; and, it may; be, cloſes; all with 
running away from him, or with ruining him, 
nig both his Heart and his Fortunes. to- 
inn W 171 woe - 
3 TRESE are ſome of the Diſaſters Where the 
Love is on ane Side without the other. What 
muſt then be the Conſequences where it is of 
neither Side? How. miſerable, how diſtracted a 
Family does it make! And in what. wretched 
Doings does it frequently End? To matry with 
out Affection! It ſeems. to be like two Bulls 
chained. together, that being tied ſd cloſe as 


that they cannot gore and kill one another, yet 
are always ſtriving ta do it, wiſhing. to do it; 
and, if they break the Bonds, never fail to 
bring it to paſss. "= 


14 5 1 
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. 
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cannot think, and have ſo. many Reaſang 


| wy inion, I believe I ſhall never alter 
t ; I fay, 1 cannot think the Marriage can be 
lawful where there was not a reſolyed ſettled 
ﬀecion, ſincerely embraced before the Matri- 
ony was contracted. I will not follow Mr. 
Mon, and carry it up to this, that it may be 

Aälelved again upon that ſingle Account: No, 
no, 1 ſhall open no Doors to the vitiated Wiſhes 
of the Times; where Men would have Mar- 
2148 g ſtated Contract; where as the Parties 
agreement made the Bargain, ſo the ſame mu- 
tal Agreement might diſſolve it; where as in- 
fincere Love joined them, a ſincere and perfect 
Hatred ſhould part them again. This would 
Fl the World with ' Confuſion, would 8 
the Ordinance of Matrimony inftead of keep- 
ing it ſacred as God's holy Ordinance *twould 
make Marriage a Stale, a Convenience, to 
gratify the ſenſual Part, and to be made uſe 
of as # thing not to be named; and when that 
worſt Part of the Affections was ſatiated, the 
ies by left to Tleaſe and gratify their wick- 

ed Appetite 3 W e 
Tis is not talking like Chriſtians, or like 
Men of Virtue, no, not like Men guided by 
human Prudence, 'or by civil Polity, 'much leſs 
Reaſon; for this would corrupt the Blood of 
Families, level Mankind with , one another, 
confound Order, and, in a word, would fill the 

orld with Whoredo mn. 
No, po; if you will ruſh like the Horſe in- 
to the Battle; if yon will be mad, and follow 
raſhly, and without Conſideration, the raging. 
heat of corrupt Inclination only, and go .hood- 


1 


yipked and blinded, you muſt take the Conſe- 
duences fo your ſelves z if you will wed with- 


! e out. 


4 . 
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out; Affection, you muſt. be content to live 
without Affection; if you come madly together, 

ou muſt expect to live madly together ask ing 
Fur les ſaid to his Brother, the Duke of Tork, 
when he had married the Lord Chancellor's 
Daughter in private, and would have diſowned 
her in N you muſt Drink as you Brew ; 
in ſhort, the Bond is too ſacred to be broken at 
pleaſure , the Chain too ſtrong for the ta 
ulls to break; as you are once bound you 
muſt remain in Bonds; once in Algier, 70 
e: 


ever a Slave; nothing releaſes you but a 
demptzon by Death, on one Side or other. 
How. fooliſh then, as well as wicked and un- 
lawful, is it to marry . before you love? To 
ruſh into a ſtate of irrecoverable Life with 
the only Article that can make it tolerable 
They that marry. without Affection go to Sea 
without a'Rudder, launch into the moſt danges 
rous Ocean without a Pilot, and without a 
_ Compaſs : Love is the only Pilot of a marri 
State; without it there is nothing but anger 
in the Attempt, nothing but Ruin in the Contes 
quence. r 
ITxxE dirty Part of it I have mentioned; and 
I ſtill inſiſt upon it, that it is not a Matrimony 
of a right kind; to me it is no Matrimony at 
all, but. a corrupt, raſh, hot-headecd (and worſe) 
Bargain, made to gratify the worſt Part of the 
Man or Woman, to pleaſe the groſſeſt Part al 
his Conſtitution, and for nothing elſe. Let 
modeſt Woman, if ſuch he can be, ſtand forth, 
and anſwer this one ſhort Queſtionn: 
„Fav, Madam, what do you marry this Gen- 
„// 007 OE 
_ _ Sus, cannot ſay, ſhe marries him to taks 
cate of her Affairs, as is generally the leg of - 


o 
of .% 


145 1 


the young forward Widows, for ſhe is a iaiden 
Lady, 2 has no Affairs. 

SHE. cannot ſay, the” marries for Maitite- 
mance, for ſhe is rich, and has a plentiful 


go” cannot fay, ſhe marries for Affection, 
for ſhe declares ſhe don't love him. | 

Sutz cannot ſay, tis to have Children, for 
ſhe fays Ing elſe to that, of which our 
next Chapter ſhall ſpeak more fully. 

Pxax then, what do you marry this Man 
for? Her Anſwer, if ſhe will ſpeak Trut 
muſt be this: Truly, becauſe I want to lie wit 
a Man, FHorrid Plea Is this a 10 uſt Reaſon for 
25 atrimony ! And can it be honeſtly called Ma- 

mony ; whatever it may be called in the 
Senſe of legal Forms, can it be called ſo in the 
Senſe of Conſcience and of Honour ? Is it not 
much more proper to ſay, 'ti a Matrimonial 
Whoredom? 

I ſee but one Anſwer that can be given ta 
this Argument, or be made a Plea for this kind 
of Matrimony, and this is a coarſe one for 
either Party, I confeſs; but much more Io for 
the Ladies; viz. That Marriag e is bud to be 

appointed to-prevent nic and that tis 

ry ang ture direction to marry, rather than to 
5 Let them that marry upon this Founda- 
jon acknowledge it then, and tell one another 

a WER VEE I and ſee how the Tale will fit 
2 the Tongue of a young Gentleman, when 

arts a Lach, and 1 begins to addrefs her 

My, - gn 


LIPID, s bare a great deſire” to marry 


G1 £ 
. Kir, f be, what do ou deſire me 
for? You don Fea Thaw 7 * 
i Way 


Tr) | 


1 


7 
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much love for you, or for any Body elle. 
Wu then do you matry, pray? ſays e.. 
nx, Madam, to tell you” the truth, "ſays 
be I want, a Woman, and I am loth to go toa 
Whore; ſo I will ſapply my felf in a lawful 


a 38 ST  , ae Ai 
. Ta1s would be very Tmpudent, youll ſay, 
it may bez but I muſt 1 ds Monet, al 
much honeſter, than to ſwear he loves her above 
ill the World; damns himſelf” over and over if 
he don't; tells her a thoufand Lies to draw her 
in, and when he is married, tells her the Truth 

in a Brutiſh and inſolent manner, that he never - 
cared one Farthing for her; that he wanted a 
Woman, and took her for his Convenience; and 


. 
* 


that now he has had his fill of her, ſhe; Would 
eatly N if ſhe would diſpole* of her 
elk out of his Way, o ing her one of his 
Garters for the Occaſiounß‚z. 
- IT would lead me into the and Error of 
Language, which I have profeſs d to avoid, if T 
mould pretend to give this wicked, vile Part, 
a füll Delineation; tis difficult to expreſs ſuch 
a dirty Subject in clean Words; and therefore I 
avoid giving the Ladies the Anatomy of à Cou- 
ple come together without a previous Affection 
or the Diſcourſes that paſs between them w 
perhaps, one Side or other are diſappointed in 
the grand Expectation, It would ſurfeit the 
Reader to hear a certain Tradeſman's Lady call 
her Husband Dog, and ask him what he 
thinks ſhe married him for? Nor ſhould I men- 
tion ſo foul a Story, did not Mrs.. give 
all her Neighbours leave to hear her ſay a thous 
ſand : hangs, in plainer Fxgliß, to him every 
Hay, of a groſſer kind. 8 2 
F 


* 


thus entered into, and then I ſhall 19 
xd of me before. Der vs * BOT ann 


[ 222 J 
Ir the Ladies will ſpeak, the Boys and Girls 
In the Street will never hold their Tongues. 
When the Secrets of the Bed-Chamber become 
vo longer Secrets, and the Wife ſhall publiſh her 
own Shame, who can ſhe think will conceal it? 


Pen the ceaſes to Bluſh, who will Bluſh for 


By r tis enough ; let us touch this vile Part 
With as light a Stroke as poſſible, and you muſt 


pe content to go without the modeſt Lady S 


3. — Story; as alſo the diverting Complaint of 
Madam Arab. with that of the new-married 


Alderman —— * Lady, and ſeveral more of 


e difcontented Part of this modeſt Town, un- 
leſs you pleaſe to get an Account of them from 
their own Mouths, which they are moſt ready 
to do on all Occaſions, as publick as you pleaſe, 
Men, Boys and Midwives, being preſent, '** 
_ Tas is the Effect of marrying without Af; 


fection, without a ſerious, preingaged e 


without mutual and unfeigned Complaiſan 

and Delight one in another; in a word, this 1 
what I call Matrimonial Vhoredom ; if T miſta 
it, let me be convinced by the better Behaviour 
of the Perſons, that Iſlander the ſtate of Life 


* 


my Error ; and it cannot be reaſonably expe 
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Of Marrying, and then publickly _ profeſ=- 
frag” to deſire they may bave * Ok- 
DREN, and of uſing Means phyſical 

or diabolical, to prevent Conception. 

AB sgl! 2x {LIC 414 Borg be es find 


; * ry "7 ax 3 þ 
Ea HAT Matrimony was inſtituted 
for the regular Propagation of 
kind, I have noted already, and 
need repeat no Part of it; I only 
add, that the preſent vitiated 
* Humour of the 1 has brought 
up our modern Wits to cavil at the Words regular 

ropagation. They will allow it to be proper for 
the Regularity; but not eſſential to the Propa- 
gation, and ſo they would have Matrimony, be 
only taken for civil en of Goyerns: 
ment, appointed meerly by humane Polity, and 
the Contrivance of Stateſmen, to keep the 
People in a kind of formal Subjection to 
Conſtitutions and Government, and to make the 
Lawyers Work, to order Inheritances and Suc- 
geſſions, as they think fit. 5 
Fo, ay t 


they, in the Beginning it was not 
ſo; and then they bring us the Story of Abra- 
ham and his Maid Hagar, Facob marrying two 
Siſters, and then lying with both their Maid and | 
the like. Theſe Examples, they lay, prove 80 


* 


[#4 ] 
Propagation, being a general Work, ought not 
to be brought into Bondage, and under Sub · 
8 of theſe Conſtitution-Regularities, but 

Sncceſhons and * ſhould be 
wholly Patriarchal, the Father dividing his 
Subſtance among his Children, as he thinks fit; 
and then they add Mr. Dryden, à leud Poet, ur 
Manet Ae en 90 

* Whey 9 *  multiply'd hit Kind, I; 
Js one to one was curſedly confintd,, 


Po TC] 


17 — * upon the gudiect of FPuligumy in this 
Chapter, F ſhould, perhaps ſeaſonably na an- 


wer this corrupt Way of Reaſoning here; 
ir may come in Its Place; at; VE fant 755 
ou ts 


ay... 1 

Tus Laws of © out eaten, and the LEG 
ledged Principles of the Chriſtian Religion 
which we profeſs, have united, their Farce t 
lay us under Subjection to this Part_of Conſt 
tution-Government, at thoſe Men call it; and 
be. it right or wrong in its own Nature, be_i 
better or worſe in it ſelf, and an its. Circum- 
ſtances, we are under this Regulation, born in 
the reach of it, the Laws of Gop. and of ou 
Country bind us to it, and there is no room 
make that a Pretence; the Cavil can have by 
force among us in this Nation. 

Le r me explain a little upon this Subject, and 
if it be too grave, I ſhall be the ſhorter, but it is 
abſolotdy neceſſary tobe underſtood: Iris plain, 
whatever Silence we may pretend the Spee 
has ſhewn, our Laws have determined it to be 
fred faſt upon us no Man may Have two 
W Ves at a time here, ES 


1. BE- 


U 
1. Brave the Laws of the Land forbid it, 
00 make it Big * fal z es 


1 2. Backver bo t he Man — the Woman 
nd againſt it by mutual Agree» 
ment, and marry OR upon that Con- 
dition. * N) Jo -L: 
9 FT &. * ct Gu. A 
Fir, Tax — of the Tad, "Every: Law i, 
as I may ſay, of our n making: Every Man 
is bound by the Laws of his Country, he is 
bound to the Obligation, that is, and 
ſubject himſelf to them; and he conſents 3 in 
the making to ſubmit to the Puniſhment in 
Caſe of a Breach of; theſt Laws: The Parlia- 
ment is a true Repreſentative of the whole 
Country; every Subject is preſent at the mak 
ing every Law that . though not. 

nally, et he is preſent eſentatively in his 
Repreſe 2 and a J makes every Law 
that paſſes; he conſents: to wy and ident or 
romiſes to ſubmit to it; and this: makes his 
niſhment juſt and rational too, if He breaks 
the Law, becauſe! he _ was to be 805 
verned by it. 54 vis 
No the Laws: of OU Oountey are of two 
Kinds in this Caſe ,z; the Common or Statute 
Law, and the Divine Law, which we call Con- 
ſcience; the firſt makes what we cal>:Conſti- 
on is founded upon what our Le- 
iſlature ſuppoſed to be the meaning and de- 
den de Laws, of G0 J fr the ae 
Authekity of our Country never are intended 
- toi nicken Law of Nature or the 
Divine Law. (1:14 as es 2 
Ass then the Law of our Country enjoin 
ko 308 Þ: 461 [» ed 0: 19 
; 


os is il 
G4 


dar h | 
Ae Len He Country ate conſo- 
nant to, or at leaſt are ſuppoſed to be fonnd- 
— op; the LEW .of Gop, and the Laws of 
atu . ' A 4 
A e ars af] bound, as Nenubels of the 
Conſtitution, to ſubmit to, and be governed by 
the Laws of our Country. 220 
AND, laſtly, we are bound by the Laws of 
Gov, t5'obey the lawful full Authokit 'of e. 
3 and 7 we live under. 
wy icy —_— we 5 fol ged 
I and it would be a nfe * 
== us to come into it. . aq 
8 - Sredndly, ? "Rove both the Man and Ihe Wo. 
man bind themſelves againſt it by mutual A. 
eement, and my politively Tim: that * 
ition. 6- 
War we are mutually engaged by Contract 
to „and which it is lawful 'fo perform, 
it is unlawful for us not to perform It is a 
Vulgar, but well- founded Proverb or proverbial 
Saying, Every honeſt” Mau is as . as his 
Word. Certainly a mutual Compact is mutu⸗ 5 
ally obliging, nor can it be retended, that 
there is any Force in it; for the Man knows he 
marries upon that Condition; if not, let him 
but tell his Wife he will, notwithſtanding his 
Agreement, another while ſte is Hiving; 
and let him ſee who will take him upon th 
Terms; if the Lady ronſents to it, 
ther Caſe: -I: ſhall then ſay this only, viz.) 
that he does not offend her; he comm̃its no 
Breach, no Treſpaſs upon her; 'as to Nis at 
obeying and breaking the Laws of Gon und of 
his Country; let him anſwer for: that Where 
thoſe Things are to be anſwered for ; But m__ | 
& © 18 


at's ano- "2 


In 1 5 
his Wife, he does her no Wrong, if he takes te 
Wives together, becauſe ſhe i conſented to 1 
and took Him under the expreſs Condition. 
TuISs, Ithink, is a true ſtate of the Cuſe 
and confirms this Point; that let us 


| pretend s 
what Excuſe we will for Poligamy, front the 
pretended Silence of the Seripture, yet we are 
effectually prohibited and förexloſed by eg 
Laws of the Land, and, by our voluntary Con 
ſent, expreſſed in the ſolemneſt of all Oathi 
Marriage Contract itt 03 oft 
BEING then under the Obligation of fingles 
handed Matrimony, let us talk of it as it hes: 
and go back to where we left off: This 'Matriz 
mony is at leaſt the only; lawful, eſtabliſhed 
and regular Means of Propagation of the Spe- 
cies. All Births out of this Circle are us It 
was in the old Fewiſþ Conſt itut ion, out of Gp 
— * — for a Baſtard was excluded to the 
fourth Generation; antl all our Births extra Mu- 
trimonial, or, as the Scots call it, on the I 
Side of the Blankets, are ſpurious, illegitimate 
and given up to the Reproach ef *Baſtardy, 
efteemed Corrupt in Blood, and carry the Blot 
or Blend in the Eſcutcheon to the Endof Time; 
ſo that the Brand is indelible; no Time, no 
Merit of Perſons, no Purchaſe of Honours! 6f 
Titles, can wipe out the remembrance of it.. 
Tuis then being the Caſe, I need not tell 
the Ladies that this is the only Way by which 
they are allowed, with Honour and Reputation, 
to bring forth Children; tis the only Protection 
to their Characters when they are with Child, 
vizy That — 1 a Father for it; that ĩt was 
K 5 


born in Wed ſuch a young Lady is big 
with Child, there Scandal begin to open'its 
Mouth: Well, what then, the is 2 
393 N e's 


C4. 4£ 
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'S An- immediate Auer that ſtops every 
ys Mouths and the Virtue of theLady is no 
more rack at, nor can be; for tis the Road of 
Nature, joined with the direction and limitation 
of the Law, and that as well the Laws of Gap 
and Mans of which at large an 4ts Place. 
Br how then 7 it to paſs that Peo 
marry that wonſd have no Offspring? Anc 
from what Principles do theſe People act who 
Marry, and tell us, they hope they ſhall have 
no Children? This is to me one of the met 
unwarrantable and prepoſteraus/Things that 

gam think of in all the Articles af Matrimony 
nor can 1 makeiput if I were to ſet up to de- 
gend it, I ſa . culd not for my Life make 
it out, that there is the leaſt pretence in it to 
Honeſty, or to Modeſty, nay, I would! not un- 


diertake to juſtify the Mortality af it. 


By let us firſt ſee if it can be retunciled to 
Modeſy for that is the particular par tam 
and whether it — not come juſtly under 
Reproach of the! Matrimonial Whoredom = 


eren! king off S773 1 ads. of the IV 1% brig 
Ar vou come to a Lady et t 
Modeſty and Virtue in the World, one 


it cloſe to her upon any -weighty Part of the 
Subject, as about Settlements; inheriting Ex 
Rates, and the like, ſhe — * not ſcruple, tho 
perhaps with nada! little Relactance, at that 
ind of the Queſtion, that ſne expects to have 
Children when the Gentlemen and ſhe comes 
together: Modeſty obliges the Lady to ſhun 

and avoid the Diſcourſe as much as ſhe can; 
but the tacitly owns ſhe is to be underſtood . ſo 
in the very Nature of the Thing; and if ſhe is 
talked to among her ownSex, where ſhe could be 
Tron; and they were ſo weak as to ask her ſuch a 
rat Queſtion, 


—— 
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5 which I think few Women would 


o, as, whether ſhe expected to have any Chi 


dren? She would ſay, Ves, to be ſure; what do 
you think I marry for elſe? 0 


denda of Family Cares, the trouble of looking 


Now take a married Life, with all its Alt © 
after a Houſhold, the hazard of being ſubject } 


to the Humours and Pathons of a churliſh Man, 
and particularly of being diſappointed; - ang 
matching with a Tyrant, and a Family- Brute; 
with ſtill the more apparent hazard of being 
ruined in Fortune by his Diſaſters if a Tradei- 
man, by his lininibtalietes if a Gentleman, and 
by his Vices if a Rake: I fay, what Woman in 


her Senſes would tie her ſelf up in the Fetters of 


Matrimony, if it were not that ſhe deſires to be a 
Mother of Children, to multiply her Kind, and, 
In ſhort, have a Family? ? N 
IF. ſhe did not, ſhe would be next to Lunatick 
to marry, to give up her Liberty, take a Man 
to call Maſter, and promiſe when ſhe takes 
him to Honour And Obey him. What! give her 
ſelf away for nothing! Mortgage the Mirth, the 
Freedom, the Liberty, and all the Pleaſures of 


her Virgin-ſtate, the Honour and Authority of 
being her own, and at her own diſpoſe, and all 


this to be a Barren Doe, a Wife without Chal- 
aren; a Diſhonour to her Husband, and a Re- 
Proach to her ſelf! Can any Woman in her 
Wits do thus? It is not indeed confiftent with 
common Senſe. * B22 eo 
 'FAxE it then on the Man's Side, tis the 
Fame Thing. -I have known indeed a Man pre- 
tend to profeſs ſuch an Averſion to Children 
In the Houſe, and to the Noiſe and Imperti- 


nences of them, as he called it, that he could 


not bear the Thoughts of them. But then this 
1 . K 8 Man 
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Man did not pretend to marry; and fo far he 
was in the right; his Conduct was con- 
gruous, and conſiſtent with it ſelf, and he was 
M of à Piece. eee . 
N. B. Bur then pray note, by the way, this 
Man married afterwards, and then he was ready 
to hang himſelf that he had no Children; that 
he was not like other Families; that he look'd 
like à Houſe that Heaven had blaſted ; that 
others had Children enough, and ſome more 
than they could keep, but he that had a plen- 
tiful Fortune, a beautiful Woman to his Wife, 
and both of them in Health, and Years ſuitable, 
ſhould be harren. "bn 
- AFTER ſome time, that, as if to puniſh his 
unjuſt Averſions, his Wife was with-held Chil- 
bearing, ſhe brought him two Sons at a Birth; 
the Man was 90 and thankful for 
them, and the fonde 
Thus he ſtood reproved for his former Error, 
and was a living Witneſs againſt himſelf. 
Tux firſt Part of his Conduct was ſcandalouſl 
wrong, as I have ſaid; the averſion to Chil 
dren was unnatural; but then he acted the ra- 
tional Part ſo far, that he did not marry, But 
for a Man or Woman to marry, and then fay, 
they deſire to have no Children, that is a 
Piece of prepoſterous Nonſence, next to Lunacy. 
1s A. G. a grave Jeſter. at Matrimony, who 
tells us, tis the only Reaſon he does not mar- 
xy, that boaſts the Ladies are every Day dying 

or him, and that he would marry but that he 
hates Children; I ſay, if he will pleaſe to have 
one of thoſe modern witted Ladies that deſires 
to marry, but would have no Children, they 
may certainly marry, and yet reſolve upon the 
wholeſome Negative between them for a cer- 

. tain 


Father in the World: 


We. 


C 
tain Space of Time, viz. to Number fifty, or 


., 
thereabouts; and 'tis great odds but they ma 
obtain the ſeeming Anſwer to their Roque, 
and go barren to the Grave. | > OP 
- BvT if any doubt the Sincerity of the La- 
dies who make thoſe Pretences, let the Gentle- 
men who has a mind to try them effectually, 
and who profeſſes to love a pretty Lady's Con- 
verſation, but hates this fooliſh thing called 
Coition, as Religio Medici calls it; I ay, let 
him put (Origin 2 oe himſelf, and then 
Court one of thoſe chaſt Wou'd-be-barren La- 
dies, and ſee if any One of them will take him. 
My Word for them, and no venture neither, 
not one of them would care to be ſeen in his 
Company, wy 
SIR Roger PEftrange in his £ſop, in the 
Moral of one of his Fables, has this ſhort Story _ 
very well to my Purpoſe : © Well! Lam uns 
done, ſays à certain grave Widow Lady, to 
another Lady of her Intimacy; I am un 
done, I ſay, for want of a good honeſt under» 
< ſtanding ſober Man, to look after my A 
* fairs. Every Body cheats me, no Body Will 
< pay me; Mr. —— has left me un, Sp 
< Cir nces, but *tis all abroad in Debts 
, and Accounts; and I am but a Woman, and 
< every Body impoſes 7425 me; What ſhall T 
* do? I think verily, if I could but find ſuch a 
* Perſon as I really want, I ſhould be almaſt 
© tempted to Matrimony. But then that ugly 
<" nauſeous Buſineſs of a Husband and a Bed» 
fellow, and the reſt of it. I profeſs my Sta- 
* mach turns at the Thoughts of it; the very 7 
© mention of it. makes me Sick; it puts me 
4 quite off all my Thoughts again, ſo that, in 
„ {hort, I ſhall be ruin'd, I know not what todo. 
8 K 2 WELL}. 


— 
WIL! however, as ſhe had told her Mind 

to the other Lady, and bid her think of it, and 
find out fuch a Man for her, if ſhe met with 
any thing Tuitable to her Circumſtances, the 
Lady comes to her one Day full of Joy, and big 
with the 8 9 | 2 8 
Oh Child, ſays ſhe, I have thought of 

hat you told me the other Day about your 
4 Circumſtances, I have found a Man that will 
fit you eyery way to a tittle; ſo grave, + 
& ſober, ſo honeſt, you can never put your ſelf 
into better Hands; he is a Maſter of Buſi- 
« neſs, and Bred to it; he underſtands Ac- 
* compts, making Leaſes, letting Farms, knows 
= every. Thing, and, in ſhort, you can never 
4 have ſuch an Opportunity while you live ; 
for he will-ſuit your other Propoſal too, about 
that uſual Affair of Matrimony ; you under- 
& ſtand me, Madam; I can aſſure you, he will 
* never diſturb you that Way, he has no 
a Thoughts of that Kind, nor is he in a Condi- 
& tion for 1t. CT er 
Txt Lady heard her with Stniles till ſhe 
comes to the very laſt Words; when' ſhe turns 
up ber Noſe with a ſnuff. Away! away! ſays 
Me, I thought you had known better than that 
too ; I love the Virtue, as I told you, but I bats 
"tbe Infirmity. _ rn 
Now when. I ſhall ſee any one of thoſe 
Ladies who are for marrying, but ſay, they hope 
they ſhall have no Children; I fay, when 1 ſhall 
fee them marry an Origin, or ſuch a Man as 
this LY recommended to her Friend, and, 
knowing bim to be ſuch, then I ſhall no longer 
doubt their Sincerity, . 
. Oz when one of thoſe Ladies, profeſſing an 
Averſion to Children, ſhall alſo maintain an 


' Aver-. 


4 * 
1 
* 
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p 
4 


11 | 

Averſion to Matrimony becauſe of it, and ſhall 
reje& all the beſt Offers, the handſomeſt Gen- 
tlemen, | ſuitable Settlements, agreeable Fi- 
res, and the like, and refolve the Celibacy of 
er Life, purely becauſe ſhe would have no 
Children ; this indeed, however it may refle& 
upon her Senſe, and her Wiſdom, will yet re- 
fle& nothing upon her Virtue, or upon her Sin- 
cerity, becauſe ſhe acts according to her profeſsd 
Sentiments; and all her Conduct is of a Piece. 
BuT to pretend to all this Averſion for 
Children, to nauſeate the Nurſing, the Watch 
ing, the Squaling, the fatigue of bringing up 
Children, which, as they call it, makes a We. 
man a Slave and a Drudge all her Days; to be 
rpetually exclaiming againſt this, and then 
MARRY. what muſt we call this ? 
Fox a young, handſome and agreeable Lady 
with all the Bluſhes and Mod of her Vir 
gin Years about her, and under the beſt of E- 
ducation, to marry, go naked to Bed, and re- 
ceive the Man, as it were, in her Arms, and 
then ſay, ſhe hopes ſhe ſhall have no Children, 
and ſhe deſires to have no Children, this is a 
Language I cannot underſtand; it will bear no 
modeſt Conſtruction in my Thoughts, and, in 
a word, is neither more or leſs than acknow- 


ledging that ſhe would have the Pleaſure cf 


lying with a Man, but would not have the 


leaſt Interruption from her uſual Company 


keeping; the Jollitty and Mirth of her younger 


Vears; that ſhe would not abate her Pleaſures, 
the would not be confined 'at home, or loaded 
with the Cares of being a Mother. a 


IN a word, ſhe: would have the Uſe of the . 
Man, but ſhe would not act the Part of the 
Woman; ſhe: would have him be the Hubs 7 


07; K 3 © Eb band 
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band, but ſhe would not be a Wife, and, if 
bear the blunt Stile that ſome People put 

it into, ſhe would only keep a St— n. 
* THERE is indeed no diſſembling the Matter, 
*tis neither better or worſe; ſhe would pleaſe 
her Appetite with the bare brutal Part, but 
would be freed from that which ſhe calls the 
trouble of Matrimony Child-b:aring ; which, 
by the way, the moſt virtuous, modeſt, chaſt 
and valuable Ladies in the World, have, in all 
Ages, eſteemed to be the Bleſling of a mar- 
ried Life. 
I remember there was an Example of a Lady 
in a certain neighbouring Country, who mar- 
ried a Perſon of Quality, but conditioned with 
him not to cohabit for a certain Time, I think 
it was for a Year or two; and the Reaſon ſhe 
ve for it was, that ſhe would not ſpoil her 
ape; but then, as above, ſhe conditioned not 
to cohabit, and yet when ſhe did cohabit, her 
Lord did not find her ſo chaft, or that her Vir- 
tue was of ſo much value to her as her Beauty; 
and ſhe ventured, if Fame lies not, the ſpoil- 
ing her Shapes, in an extraordinary manner, 
. when ſhe declined the Enjoyment of her own 
Husband, and ran the riſque of her ſmall Wafte 

in the ordinary way. But that Part is not to 
the accent Cite ou ¼mm Ä 
- In all the Examples I have met with, where 
the Conduct of the Perſon has been juſtifiable, 
they have Joined to their Averfions: for Child- 
bearing the proper Remedies, namely, abſti- 
nence from the Men; if the Lady that deſires 
to be no Breeder, keeps her ſelf ſingle and 
chaſt; if ſhe oma V irtne, and remains 
unmarried, I have no more to ſay, let it be to 
ber as the deſires ; no doubt ſhe will not be 


trou- 


| 


St. Ams 
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troubled with Children if ſhe knows not a Man; 
if ſhe with-holds the Means, Nature will cer- 
tainly with-hold the End, and if ſhe dies Vir- 
tuous, I warrant her ſhe dies Barren. 

Bur here is a farther, and yet more fatal 
Miſchief attending, and which, if the Wiſh is 
real, as I am to ſuppoſe it is, I ſee no room to 


forbear ſuggeſting, that ſhe will certainly uſe 


ſome Means to prevent it. The Truth is, there 
is not much Senſe in the Diſcourſe without it, 
as there is no 1 with it: For what can a 
Woman ſay to her ſelf that lies with a Man 
every Night, and yet really wiſhes and deſires 
to have no Children? Tis moſt natural to fax, 
why I muſt either take ſome Method or other 


with my ſelf, or I ſhall certainly be with - 


A certain Lady, not a hundred Miles from 
—, and who was one of the merry 
Club, called, The Aſſembly 4 Barren Does, had 
an unpleaſant Dialogue with a Friend of h | 
who ſhe thought to be à Privy-Councellor of 
Hell, but proved not quite wicked enough for 
75 upon this very Sn ; . 855 be- 
ng preſent, ho proteſted againſt the Propo- 
fals, 1 5 ſhe was not averſe. to the Thing, 


for which they were-propoſed..'> 


Lay O. Couſin, fays che firſt Lady tat 


was newly married, I am glad to ſee vou, for 


I want ſadly to talk with you a little 


Conn. Well; Child, what is tlie Matter, are 
you with Child et? Ede} 
Tad). No, thank Gon; I amt, but Tam ready 
to die with the Thoughts of it. 
Con Why ſo frighted, Child; whats the 


* 
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"Lady. O! I would not be with Child for all 


the World. 
Con. Not with Child, and not for all the 


World. What do you mean ? 


Lady. I mean as I ſay; if Tam with Child, ; 
am undone. - 

Con. Why, what are you afraid of? 1 wars 
rant, you have a Notion that you ſhall die with 
the firſt Child, han't you ? Why all the young 
married Women fancy ſo. | 

Lady. No, no, I don't trouble my ſelf with 
that, might do as well as other Women for 


that; but tis an odious, hateful Thing, I abhor 


the Thoughts c of it. 
© Cow. I never heard the * Why, what did 
marry for? 
Lady. Nay, that's true; but every Wink 
that marries an't with Child preſently. | 
Con. No not eſently, no more are you. 
Why, you have been thas half Year almoſt } 9 3 
Lady. Yes, ſeven Monthks. 
Con. ” And not with Child ! Why, what $2 


3 you been doing all this while? Why, it may be, 


You will never have any? + 

Lady. Oh! if that could but happen, 1 ſhould 
be happy then. 

bs do. you — - Are you in 

neſt? N 

N Yes, I am in earneſt; I would give 
Sho — Pounds if I could be ſure never 
to have any. 

Cn. 1 could lave given you an infallible 
Method to have prevented it à little while ago. 

Lady. What was it, Couſin? Law} you would 
oblige me infinitely; It is not too late yet; is it? 

Con. My Me was this, Child, [not to have 


a been married. 14h 


*F 
% r ＋ 44 . Lady. 
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band. 
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Lady Phoo, that's ſaying nothing; belides, 
you * I had a mind to marry... 

Con. Ay, Couſin, I know you A; and ta 
be with Child too, as well as other Women, 
Why not ? 

Lady. No, I vow and ſwear to you, I always 
1 an ; Averſ on to the very Thoughts of Chih 

ren 
8 Nay, then you mould never have . 
ri 

Lady. Well; but I could not 'balp that : L 
tell you, I had a mind to have a Huſ- 


Con, I don't know what to ſay to you, Cou- 
ſin. ' Why, if you had a — to lie with a 
Man, you might be ſure you wage be with 
Child 2 Prithee don't talk 15 ſimply; why vou 
make a Child of your ſelf, as 1 under. 
ſtood nothing. 

Lady. But, Couſin, i 1s there no way to pre- 
vent it no ?? 
Con. To prevent it now! Let mie ſee, ou 
ſay you are ſure you are not with Child 
et. Te 1 
" Yes, I am ſure J art. ESSE 
Con. "Why then, TI tell you how you ſhall 
prevent it. 

Lady. Oh how, Couſin! Da tell me chat Vay 


luable Secret. 
Con. Why don't let Mr. come to you 
any more, Child. 4 4 

Lady Pſaaw, that that worrt do. "How 
can I help it? | 


Con. Why can't you pretend Indiſpoſition? 
and lie away from him. 
Lady. Ay, that's true, but that is not the 


Thing, I can't abide that either, that wa WV; 
© 


* 
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of ſome Meaſures that might talen to anſwer. 
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3 Beds: No, I can't think of that 
2 I can't abide to lie away from 
m. 


Con. You are a pretty Gentlewoman indeed £ 
you would not be with Child, and yet you 
would lie with a Man very Night, Is not that 


the Cafe now 


Lady. Why, truly, I can t ſay but it is a lit- 


tile of the Cafe. But what can I do? 


Con. Nay, I don't know; Bon muſt &en run 
the Venture, as, I 1 you do, and as 
other Women do. 

Lady. Then I ſhall certainly be with Child: 
And what will become of me then? 

Con. Become of you, Why, you will be 
brought to Bed, have a fine oy, and half a 
dozen more after that, and do bravely, as - 
Neighbours do, and as your Mother ad 
yon, Child. 

Eg ——! Couſin, you diſtreſs. my 

ul; 1 cannot dear the en of 


"Con. There's no help for it, a 
Lady. Sure there is, Couſin; ſomething may 
| ©, X88 I heard of one Mrs Pl. /r that 
Con. Why, you little Devil, you would not 
take Phyſick to kill the Child, would you, as, 
the lay, ſhe did ? 
ady. No ; but there may be Things ts pte 
vent Conception ; an't there? 
Con. Us look 08 let me 3 1 don't 


know | 2 


= * 
n 


— —„— „* * 8 1 ahi 
mt p 99.4 


r * Here (bt ij as if if to 64 * of it, _ 4 we brew 
Lady, 
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Lady. Do, Couſin, if it be poſſible. 
Con. Nay, ſince you are ſo much in earneſt,” 
Lady, Indeed, I am in earneſt. 
Cou. "Why, there are Things to be taken 


to- 

Lady. What! to make Folks miſcarry. Oh? 
I — * not do that neither; I dare not do 
that. 

Con. What! you mean to revent our bein 
with Child, I Kopot. 5 7 : 

Lady. Ay, ay, " = mean that ; but T word 
not take Things to deftroy the Child, that wouꝰd 
be murther. I wou'd not do that by no means, 
Couſin. 

Con. Why look ye, Child, I would not de 
ceive you, tis the ſame Thing, 
y. What do you mean ? 

Con. Why, I mean as I ſay; I tel you, Uh 
the ſame Thing, Child. 2 

Lady. What! the ſame Thing to prevent 2 
ane en as to deſtroy the Child after it * 
conceived : Is that the ſame Thing? 

-* Con. Yes, I ſay, tis the ſame Thing. 

Rs Explain your ſelf, Couſin, for I don't 
underſtand you, indeed; it does not ſeem u 

_ ſame Thing to me. 

Con. Why, in the firſt place, you would dre 
vent your having any Children, though you 
married according to Gop's holy Ordinance; 
which Ordinance, as the Office of Matrimony 
tells ou, Was appointed for that very End; 
to take Medicines therefore to prevent, or to 
deſtroy that Conception, are equally wicked 
in their Intention, and it is the End of every _ 
thing, that makes it Good or 2 the reſt dif 
bers only 1 in and degree. 


Lady. Ry 
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Tad). I cannot underſtand your Miceties; 1 
would : not be with Child, that's. all; there's no 
harm in that, I hope. 

Con. That is not all the Caſe, Child; tbongh 
I do not grant that there is no harm. Now you 
have, as I ſaid, married a Man, and he, no 
doubt, deſires and expects Children by you. 

Lady. Yes, Mr. C-—— is mighty deſirous 
to "19a Children. 

Cov. And what do ye think he would fay 
or think of you, if he knew you . 25 
taking Phyſick, to prevent your being with 
Chi 
Lady. He would be very angry, I believe in- 
deed, very angry. 

Con. Ay, and have very ill Thoughts of you 
1 venture to ſay that to you, Child; Gre 
be cautious, and act very warily in what you 


Lad. Well, Couſin, and ſo 1 will, but that 
3s not the Caſe, I don't fear his knowing it; but 
as to what you were ſaying before. 

Con. Why, as I ſaid before, I ſay again, your 
taking Phyſick before-hand to prevent your be- 
ing with Child is wilful Murther, as eſſentiall 7 
and as effectually, as your deſtroying the Child 
aſter it was formed in your Womb. 

Lady. How. can that be? when thee? is no- 
thing to deſtroy, I can deſtroy nothing 
Con. The Difference, as I ſaid ks lies on- 
ly in the degree; for Example. 

Lady. Ay, pray let me have an Example ; | 
for I do not reach it indeed. | 
Con. WY by thus; you was With Mr. your 
Husband laſt Night; III ſuppoſe. then, that if 


you do nothing to injure it, and though vou 
Were 


* 
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were never to lie with him more; you would 


be with Child. 
2 Oh ! you hurt me but with ſuppoſi ing 


* I underſtand you, Child, but don't in- 
terrupt me. 

Lady. Well, I won't; tho you wound * me 
deep every Word you ſay ; but pray go 
on 

Con. I muſt ſup oſs, as before then, that 
you conceived as ately as you can imagine; 
whenever ſuch a Thing happens, it muſt an 
__ Beginn1 ng ſome where or other. 

y. Well; what then? | | 

Fn "Why then, if you take a Maticips to 
prevent it after ? tis done, 1s not that ds 
it ? , 

Lady. You fright me, Couſin. | 

>, ag I can't help that, I had rather 785 t you 
than deceive you; the Difference is on y here, 
that by this Medicine you deſtroy a younger 
Conception than you would do in the other 
Caſe; but it is no leſs a real and an effectual 
Child in Embr io, than the other. 

Lady. And is not that a Difference? 

Con What Difference in Murther, whether 
the Perſon killed be a Man grown, or a little 


| 15 
55 What muſt I do then? Couſin. 
On. What muſt you do? Why, be quiet and 
caſh, Child, and take pag Lot in the World, 
as other enen do. 


je 4 
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X Here ſhe cries, fearing ſhe is with Child, and dreads 
ung to beer that it is not lawful to 9 7 8 


Lady. 
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4 Oh! I can't bear the Thoughts of Chil- 
=” 12 | 3 
Con. Then you ſhould not have married, Child. 
Why, did ever any Woman marry, and not with 
for Children ? * e 
Lady. Yes, yes; I know ſeveral that mar- 


* 
- 


ried, and refolved to have none, if they could 


r | 16s 
Gn. Why then you know ſeveral Monſters of 

Women ? why *tis prepoſterous. . 

* Lady. Well, F know two in particular, and 

they took Things to prevent it, as I would 

fain do. nt Re 6 

Con. Then they ſhould have taken them be- 


fore Marriage, and. honeſtly told the Man fo, 


and fee if any honeſt Man would have meddled 


_ Lady. But, dear Couſin, go on with your Diſ- 
courſe : Why may I not take ſomething to pre- 
yent my being with Child now, when, as I tell 
you, IT am ſure I am not with Child, except for 
a Night only? And why ſhould I be with 
Child juſt now more than all this while? 


_HexE the Diſcourſe ſtopt a-while ; and the 
Confin, though ſhe had faid it was againſt her 
Conſcience and Judgment, was prevailed with 
to tell her of a Medicine, and a deviliſh one it 
was, if ſhe had ſet down all the Particulars. 
IN. B. You are to note, that it was a Medicine 
indeed for the wicked Purpoſe; but the other 
Lady that gave it her kept out the main and 
moſt dangerous Ingredients, and gave her, as 


appeared afterwards, nothing but what, if ſhe 


had been with Child, ſhe might have taken 


with the greateſt Safety in the World. "How- 


ever, the other having believed ſhe had taken 
INE other 
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other Things, her Imagination made it work 
other Effects than it would have done. | 


WHen ſhe had taken the Medicine it made 


her very fick, and, in a word, ſet her a Vomit- 
ing and Purging moſt violently, and that threw 
her into a high Fever. | , 
In her Fever ſhe was exceedingly ſtruck in 
her Conſcience with the Fa& ; and I could give 
a very pleaſing Account from her own Mouth, 
of her after Reflections upon the criminal Part, 
which ſhe was then convinced of, and 
to be penitent for. But that Part 1s too ſerious 
for this Time of Day, and few of the Readers 
of our Times may be grave enough to reliſh 
|» ks i | 
Bur the Story turns upon another Part, be- 
ing extremely afflicted at what ſhe had done, 
wo having no Body to give vent to her Mind 
about it, her Couſin, who had unhappily given 
her the Direction, being gone into the Coun» 
try; I fay, the want of her to vent her 
Thoughts, and eaſe her Mind to, joined to the 
Fever, made her delirious or light headed; and 
in one of her Fits of Talking ſhe knew not 
what, ſhe unhappily betrayed the Secret, told 
what ſhe had done to the Nurſe that tended 
her, and ſhe had Diſcretion little enough to 
tell it to her Husband's Mother, and ſhe to her 
Son, the Lady's Husband. | 
IIxx moved him with a variety of Paſſions, 'as, 
in particular, an Indignation at the horrid 
Fact, Anger at his Wife, who, though he loved 
to an Extreme, and had never ſhewn the leaft 
Unkindneſs to her before, yet he could not re- 
frain, fick as ſhe-was, and even at Death's Door, 
to reproach her with it, and that in the bittereſt 
Terms, which put cher into a violent Agony, | 


| 8 
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Io that every one about her thought he ha 
killed her; and then he was as Angry with 
| himſelf at the impatience of his Temper. 
| - However; to make. out the ſhort Hiſtory | 
| an a few Words, the Lady recovered, the Fever a 
| went off, and ſhe was reſtored to health, but 
that was not all, ſne was reſtored to her Senſes 
| an the Point in which ſhe had treſpaſſed, as I 
| . Taid, upon her Modeſty. But ſhe ſuffered ſome 
= Affliction in that very Article, that ſne had 
11 been blamed for; ſhe lived near two Years 

| 1 more with her Husband, and never was with 


_ 
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Child; and all the while ſhe: was under the 
greateſt Affliction fer not being with Child, 
. much more than ſhe was before for fear of it, 
2 And indeed with much more Foundation. Th 
HER N now were, that her Huſ- 
=: band ſhould ſuppoſe: either that ſhe {till uſed 
Art with her {elf to prevent her being with 
Child, or to deſtroy a Conception after: it had 
taken place, or that ſhe had injured her ſelf 
Jome Way or other, by what ſhe had formerly 
done in ſuch a manner, that now it was pro- 
Sable ſhe might never be with Child at all; 
and theſe: Thoughts, eſpecially the laſt, did <0 
really make ſuch an Impreſſion upon her Huſ- 
band, before ſne could eaſily perceive a great 
alteration in his Conduct and Carriage to her, 
that he was colder, and, as ſhe thought, very 
much changed in his Affection to her, carried it 
with indifference and flight, looked upon him- 
ſelf as greatly injured and abuſed by her; fre- 
quently talked as if he thought the Ends of 
Matrimony being really unjuſtly deſtroyed by 
Her with deſign, and wilfully, their Marriage 
was void in Law, and ought to be diſſolved in 
orm; and once or twice, if not oftner, "rh = 
7 Fog mate _ 
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fmated to her, that he thought 'of bringing it 
into Parliament, in order to obtain a diſſolu- 
tion of their Marriage. | 
TRIs terrified her to the laſt Degree; ſhe 
behaved her ſelf to him with great ſubmitlion, 
and indeed, more than he deſired ; frequently, 
and on all Occaſions, proteſted to him with all 
ſible ſolemnity, that ſhe had not taken the 
leaſt Step, or entertained a Thought of doing 
fo, towards any thing of that kind, ſince her 
hte Fever; aſſured him of her being fully ſa- 
tisfied that it was unlawful, and that ſhe had 
committed a great Crime in what ſhe had done 
before; that it was a Sm againſt her Huſ- 
band; that ſhe had injured him in it, diſho- 
noured her ſelf, and oftended againſt the Laws 
both of Gop and Man. He could not fay 
more to her than ſhe did to load her ſelf, and 
managed ſo well, ſo humble, upon the main 
Subject, and ſo obliging to him, that ſhe con- 
vinced him of her Sincerity, and he became 
fully ſatisfied of that Part, as indeed he had 
great Reaſon to be upon many Accounts. 
BuT for what was paſs'd, there was no An- 
ſwer to be given to it; ſhe hardly knew what 
ſhe had done, and what ſhe had not done; ſhe" 
did not know what ſhe had taken, except the 
Names of ſome of the Drugs, what Effect 
they might have had, ſne was as ill able to 
know, as any Body elſe was to tell her; ne 
might have ſpoiled her ſelf for ought ſhe knew; 
nor was ſhe able to give him any Aſſurance 
chi — 
 Tars left him very uneaſy, and, as I ſaid 
above, he did not fail to let her know It, 
which extremely afflited her; for though, aas 
above, he was a very kind Husband yet it 
* MLF "F | fI_.4. walk = 
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was a Thing ſo very dlobliging and ſhewed ſuch 


a Contempt of him, when he was by all poſlible 
means endearing himſelf to her, ſo that he re- 
ſented it exceedingly. 


Un pen this diftreſſed Circumſtance of her 
Affairs, and dreading. the being expoſed, as a- 


| bove, by her Husband's bringing it before the 


Parliament, though he was oon ſatisfied the 
Houſe would not have engaged in it one Way 
or other, unleſs it had been to vote it ſcan- 
dalous, which would have done him no ſer- 
vice at all; I ſay, in this Diſtreſs her Couſin 
came to Town, and ſhe no ſooner heard of it, 
but ſhe flies to her; and their firſt Meeting 
produced the following Diſcourſe : | 


Lady. Oh! Couſin, now I am undone indeed , 
I am compleatly miferable , "Op 
Con. What is the Matter, Child, what is it? 
pray tell me, Are you with Child? 
40 Oh ! miſerable to the laſt Degree; I 
can't deſcribe it to you *. os Fe 
Con. What is it, Couſin? I entreat you com- 
poſe your ſelf. 2 i 
Lady. Oh! that curſed Doſe of Phyſick you 
e me. ride. 1 
Con. Nay, Child, don't ſay I gave it you. 
Lady. No, you did not give it me; nor I did 
not follo s 


w Jour Directions in it, 


Con. Why? Did you take it when you were 


with Child? 
Lady. I don't know, I am afraid I did. 


W 
r — 


* 


.* She could ſay 10 more for Crying, nor could ſbe ſpeak "2 
+ Cries agein vehemently. 288 
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1 * 
Con. Nay, then Fo made mad Work with 
your ſelf indeed; I am ſure I directed you juſt 
the contrary. But to tell you the Truth, 1 
you took nothing but my Directions, it was 
a very innocent thing; it would have done you 
neither good nor harm. „ 
Lady. Ay, but it purged and vomited my 
Life away almoſt, and threw me into a f vie- 
lent Fever. h e 
Con. Why, you were certainly with Child 
then, and the fright put you into that Con- 
dition. LEES Ef 125 i 
_© "Lady. J believe it did; for I had no fbon- 
er ſwallowed it down, but I was in the greateſt 
Agony imaginable, at the Thoughts of what I 
had done; I was ſtruck as if an Arrow had been 
ſhot thro' me; I was all horror and diforder, 
Soul and Body. 3 
Con. Ay, you frighted your ſelf Sick: T am 
ſure what I gave yon Directions to take would 
have done you no hurt, if you had been with 
Child. py N | 
Lady. Are you ſure of it? ar 4.2 
On. Don't you remember how earneſtly T 
perſuaded you againſt the Thing it ſelff. 
Lady. Yes, very well, ps 
Con. And how I P ue with you, that it was 
as much Murther as if the Child had been grown 
to its maturity in your Womb. 
Lad). Yes, yes, I remember it particularly.” 
Con, Well, Couſin; And do you think then'T 


would have given you a Doſe to kill the Child © 


8 Ad 


+ Here ſhe tells her the whole Story as it happened, and 
as related above. „ + 
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within you, when you know how I urged 
you againſt it ſo earneſtly, and told you twas 
wilfu N n 7 
Lady. Well, but you did give me the Di- 
Con. Ay, ay, let any Phyſician fee it; II 
appeal to the beſt of them; I gave it you to 
put a Stop to your doing wolſe, and for no- 
thing elle. e [ 
Lady. And could it do me no harm? 
Con. No, Ill anſwer for it, if you took no- 
thing but what I directec. ET 
Lad). Nay, I neither added or diminiſhed, 
I can aſſure you. nnn — 
Cor. Then let any Body ſhew the Receipt to 
the Doctor, and III ſtand b it, that as I gave 
it you to be rid of your importunate wicked 
Deſign, ſo I gave it you to prevent your taking 
ſomething worſe of ſome Body elſe. 25 
Tad). Oh! Couſin, if that could be made out, 
with Mr. —— —— knew it, for he is diſob- 
iged ſo by it, that I believe he will never be 
reconciled to me; I believe he will expoſe me 
for it, and we {hall ſeparate about it. 
On. It is a lamentable Story indeed, Couſin, 
and Things have been very ill managed among 


0B: 4. F eo Lv 8 

4 But, dear Couſin, what ſhall I do? 
Are you ſo ſure of what you ſay, that I may 
depend upon it I have received no Da- 
mage rene 

Con. I will go to any Phyſician with vod and 
r EF... 


—— * „„ hs OE 
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Here ſhe tells the whole Story of ber Delirigas, and of 
ber Husband's being told of it, as before, 929 5 *, 
LF Lady. 


© 
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Lady. Nay, if vou did cheat me, then it wa 
2 kind of a happ Fraud. Shallllet Mr.. 
know it, if there is any Occſion?? 
Con With all, my Heart; I'll juſtify every 
Word of it, and ſatisfy any reaſonable Man. 
Lady.. I don't know whether, any thing will 
ſatisfy. Mr. ——— now, for tis hard to remove 
a Fancy of ſuch a Nature when once it has 
taken Root in the Mind: Nor do J believe all 
the Arguments in the World would be of any 
Weight with him. ie = 
Con. Well, however, I deſire one Thing of 
you for your own, ſatisfaction, and mine too. 
- Lady, Whats Ut 2. 44 ig off 
Con. Why, let vou and I 80 to ſome emi- 
nent Phyfician, and ſhow him the Recipe, and 
tell him the plain Matter of Fact; and let us 
hear his Opinion. | e 
Lady. We will go to Dr. then. 

Con. With all my Heart. 


- 


Acconpixs to this Agreement they went 
to the Doctor, and he read the Bart iculars: He 
aſſured her, that he who gave her the Medicine 
to cauſe Abortion, or prevent Conception, or 
to do à breeding Woman the leaſt harm, de- 
ceived her; for that there was nothing in it 
but What a Woman with Child might freely 
take without the leaſt Danger, and that no- 
thing in the Medicine could do her the leaſt 


Ia wo fom « ; 2 
Iis gave the Lady her ſelf full ſatiſ- 


faction, and made her very ęaſy: But ſhe did 
nat ſee any room to bring this Part about with 
Mr. . — her Husband, for that his Refent- 
ments were run high, and he grew warm at but 
tie mention of the 9 but ſhe 9 2 

= he 


3 
2 
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tell him all this Story would but lay the Weight 


* heavy upon her ſelf, ſo ſhe reſolved to let it 


reſt Where it was, and wait the Iſſue. And thus 
ſhe wore out, as I ſaid, above two Years, tho 
with many hard Struggles and frequent Re- 
3 from her Husband, who was extreaml 
ured in his Temper by it, and did not Rick 
to uſe her hardly enough about it upon-all Oc- 
caſions. 00 119 c | YIAET 5 
Ar laft, to her particular ſatisfaction, and 
his too, ſhe proved with Child indeed, and that 
put an End toat all, for it removed the grand 
uſpicion, that ſhe had poiſoned or vitiated her 
Womb, ſo that ſhe could never conceive, and 
ſhe {till wiſhed to have no Children, which in- 
deed was the reverſe of her Caſe now; for ſhe 
earneſtly deſired to be with Child, to put an 
End to all theſe Diſſatisfactions. And thus 
ended this melancholy Affair. _ 
Fon the whole Story, uſeful Obſeryations 
may be made very appolite to the Caſe before 
us. The wretched Humour of deſiring not to 
be with Child, appears here in its proper hight. 
How dire& a Crime it is in its ſelf, is proved 
from the Office of Matrimony, which is God's 
holy Ordinance, appointed and inftituted by 
himſelf for the regular Propagation of the Spe- 


cies. 
- Tye Argument againſt taking Medicines to 


event or deſtroy Conception, which is the 
ame thing, is very juſt; ſince, in the Nature 
of the Crime, it is as much a real Murther to 
deſtroy the one as the other, as it is as much a 
real Murther to KAl a little Boy as a full grown 


Man, 
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War then are thoſe People doing who talk 
of Phyſick to prevent their being with Child? 
It is, in ſhort, neither more or leſs than a 
ſtated, premeditated Murther; and let thoſe 
that act ſo conſider of it, and come off of the 
Charge of Murtherers, if they can. 

I could illuſtrate this by ſeveral other Stories 
or Relations of Matters of Fact, but I have not 
room to ſpare on that Head. A certain Lady of 
noted Fame, is, I hear, making her ſelf more 
than ordinarily remarkable upon this very 
Principle, and aſſures the World, that - ſhe not 
only thinks it lawful to wiſh ſhe ſhould have 
no Children, but to uſe all poſhble Means to 
prevent it; nay, ſhe declares, as I am told, 
that ſhe not only thinks it no Injury to any 
Body; but that it is far from being a Crime to 
deſtroy the Birth or Embrio conceived within 
her, and that ſhe has frequently done it. 

HE ſhe learnedly nw — in her Diſcourſe, 
(for ſhe is open enough upon that Subject) and 
diſputes upon the Queſtion, Whether it is a 
Sin to kill any Thing which has not a Soul? 
And when ſhe thinks ſhe has conquered the 
Difficulty, and has proved that every Creature 
may be deſtroyed by Man, that has not in it 
a human Soul, ſhe brings it down to the Cafe in 
hand: She ſays, that it is no Offence to Gop or 
Man, to deſtroy a Cat, or Dog, or any other ſuch 
Creature, .tho' it be not for Food, and tho” it be 
done arbitrarily, without any 8 given 
or hurt done by the Creature, but even if it were 
in ſport. * 
Turx, I fay, bringing it down to the pre- 
ſent Affair of a Child conceived in a Womb, 
ne begins a new Enquiry, which the learned 
Anatomiſts, and the moſt skilled in the Pro- 
0 L 4 ductions 
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duct ions and Operations of Nature, have not 
yet been able to determine, namely, When 
and after what particular Time, and in what 
Manner the Embrio or Body of a Child con- 
ceived in a Woman, receives the addition of a 
Soul ? How the Union is made? And when the 
Infuſion of Soul is appointed. | 
TxH1s ſhe determines to be at a certain Time, 
and deſcants critically upon it, in order to eſta- 
bliſh the curſed Hypotheſis of her on Inven- 
tion, viz. that all the while the Fetus is form- 
ing, and the Embrio or Conception is proceed- 
ing, even to the Moment that the Soul is infu- 
Jed, ſo long it is abſolutely not in her Power 
only, but in her Right, to kill or keep alive, 
fave, or deſtroy the Thing ſhe goes with, ſhe won't 
call it Child; and that therefore till then ſhe 
reſolves to uſe all manner of Art; nay, ſhe does 
not confine her ſelf to human Art, to the help 
of Drugs and Phyſicians, whether Aſtringents, 
Diureticks, Emeticks, or of whatever kind, 
nay, even to Purgations, Potions, Poiſons, or 
any thing that Apothecaries or Druggiſts can 
ſupply: But ſhe goes farther, and joins with 
the Poet, nay, ſhe has the Words at her Tongue's 
5 from that famed Author, tho in another 
92 Acheronta Movebo. - 


Ix Exgliſb ſhe tells them plainly, if Drugs 
and Medicine fail her, ſne will call to the De- 
vil for help, and if Spells, Filtres, Charms, 
Witchcraft, or all the Powers of Hell would 
bring it about for her, ſhe would not ſcruple 
5 jury wy of them _ her reſolved} Pur- 
voſe z highly approvang of that known' Spaniſh 
erb, ſuited to the ordinary Occations mi 
Koi 1 0 


/ 


of uſing dangerous Medicines from Quacks, 
and unpractiſed, unacquainted Hands I fa, 
the Spaniſh Proverb, (vix.) n wy 


Let the Cure be wrought, though the Devil ” 
SI the Doctor. T e 1104 
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Now this is an Example flagrant, and, as 
T ſaid, notorious, her Practice comes up to 
the heighth of it, or elſe ſhe is leſs a Devil 
than ſhe pretends to be, and boaſts of bein 
much wickeder than ſhe really is; in 1 
Caſe, I muſt own' my ſelf to be of the Opinion 
of the learned and witty Dr. Fuller, viz. that 
he that openly 1 to be wickeder than 
he really is in fact, is really and eſſentially, 
whether in fact or no, as wicked as he pro- 
dS oa nod gps mhapeMree; hy BY hy 
Bur, not todiſpute with this She-murtherer, 
for it is not my Buſineſs here to decide either of 
her Queſtions, Either when the Soul is infuſed 
into the Embrio in the Womb of her that 18 
with Child, or whether it is leſs criminal to 
deſtroy one than the other; I ſay, not to dif; 
pute with a Murtherer, I am to go on with the 
Relation, viz. that ſhe profeſſes the lawfulneſs, 
and owns ſhe practiſes it, though not the laſt fo 
freely as the firſt. Let us enter a little into the 
Circumſtances and Character of a Woman that 
does thus; that the Picture being ſet in a fair 
View, thoſe whoſe Blood is leſs inflamed with 
the Rage of Hell, may look a. little before 
them, and conſider, before they act the inhu- 
man Part with themſelves, what they are do- 
ing or going to do, and what they may rea- 
fonably ſuppoſe to be the Conſequence. 


+ Fs * 
+ * 
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FirsT, Theſe deſperate Medicines which 
are uſually taken for ſuch Purpoſes, what: are 
they, and of what Kind? Have they an effect 
only upon that particular Part which they are 
inted at? Are they able to confine the Opera- 
Koa of the Phyſick to the very mathematical 
Point of Situation? And ſhall the Poiſons ex- 
tend no farther ?- Are they ſure they ſhall - af- 
fe& no Part but the Conception? Shall the 
Phyſick, like a Meſſenger ſent upon a particular 
Buſineſs, knock at no Doors in his Journey 
ding or coming? Shall it affect no other 
Part 3 Shall the murthering Dart kill juſt the 
Part, ſtrike a mortal Wound juſt there, and no 
where elſe, and innocently paſſing by every 
other Place, do no more than juſt the Errand 
tis ſent about. ay "ny | 
WA if you ſhould miſtake, and the A 
plication being miſplaced, the Arrow. ſhould 
miſs the Child, and kill the Mother? I have 
heard of a certain Quack in this Town, and 
knew him too, who profeſs'd to E in 
this very Caſe; the Villain, for he muſt be 
no other, had his Preparations of the ſeveral 
follow ing particular Kinds, are for the ſeveral 
following Operations, and accordingly, gave 
the Directions to his Patients, as follows: 


Ne. I. Is the Party or Woman be young with 
Child, not above three Months gone, and would 
miſcarry without Noiſe, and without Danger, 
© take the Bolus herewith ſent in the Evening 
an Hour before ſhe goes to Bed, and thirty 
drops of the Tincture in the Bottle, juſt when 

ie goes to Bed, repeating the Drops in the 

Morning before ſhe eats; take the Drops in 
Nbeniſ Wine, right Moſell. © 

1 2877 4 : Ns. 2. 
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Ne. 2. Ir ſhe is quick with Child, and de- 
©ſires to miſcarry,: take two Papers of the Pow 
| * der here enclo ed, Night and Morning, infuſed, 
in the Draught contained in the Bottle ; 


taking it twice, ſhall bring away the Es. 
8 tion. 


2 


: Ne. 3. Ir che Part + i 4 Man, a Ke ay” 
© have the Child the Woman goes with preſerved 
* againſt her Will, let her take the Decoction 
here directed every . or three Weeks, 
and one of the Pills every Night; but wha 
her Travail approaches, leave off the De- 
*coRion, and let her take three of the Pills, the 
« Child ſhall certainly be brought into the 


© World alive, thou h it AS: be ome e 
1 . the Mother. * 2 8 1517 


TRAA was, in mort, he woula Kill the 15 
man, and Ne ho Child. . 15 
Tizzz were likewiſe Nen Vin eſs 
Directions: If the Party only fears ſhe is with 
Child, but is not certain, take theſe Powders 
Night and Morning, as directed, her Fears ſhall 
be over in four times 2 
Ix the Party is not with Child, and would 
not conceive, take one Paper of the Powders in 
a Gla's of warm Ale, every mne mal after the 
Man has been with ber, and ſhe ſhall be out of 
danger. * 
I need give no Vouchers for this Account; 
there are People ſtill living, who ſent wats 
r Servants to him, pretending. this 8 that 
Part to be their Caſe, and craving his 1 
Advice, and ſo bave had his helliſh Pre 


tions, and given N bus Fee or Rate for deny, 


75 8 
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and ſo brought them away, in order to have 
him-proſecuted and puniſhed. \ aan 2h 
Br Heave the Mountebank, my Buſineſs is 
with the unhappy Ladies, who venture upon 
theſe dark Doings, in purſuit of the wicked De- 
ſign againſt Child-bearing; they run great riſques 
in taking ſuch Medicines, and tis great odds 
but that, firft or laſt, they 3 themſelves by 

„This Wretch of a_ Quack could, it ſeems, 


| En the Child or the Mother, which he pleaſed; 


and you may, by à wrong Application, do both, 
kill dhe Child 134 the e both at once, 
and ſo be à Self-murther, and .a murtherer of 
Four own Offspring both together; at leaſt; tis 
an Article worth à little of the Lady's Thought 
when ſhe about ſuch a doubtful Piece of 
Work as this is; and if ſhe ſhould come to a 
Miſchance, ſhe would perhaps ſupport the Re- 

roach of it but very hardly I mean; ff 
Re has any reſerves of Conſcience and Re- 
flection abqut her. . Ma +5] 12 
AGAIN: If it does not reach her Life, it 
des another length without Remedy; ſhe poi- 

us her Body, he locks up Nature, ſhe damns 
her ſelf to a certain and eternal Barrenneſs for 
the Time to come; and as boldly, as ſhe ſays, 
the deſixes it to be ſo, does not value it, and the 
like. She might conſider, that it may ſo hap- 


— 
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pen that the 1 her Mind; nay, ſhe 


may come to the Extream the other Way, and 
I have more than once, nay; very often, known 
It to be ſo. | N 
Nox is it improbable but that her Mind may 
e the moſt likely to alter, when ſhe knows ſhe 
is brought to an impoſſibility of altering, it. 
Nothing is more frequent than for a Woman 
to reject what ſhe may have, when ſhe — 
a 9 


L 
have it, and long and wiſh for it when it can 
be no more obtained ; the deſires (of that Kind 
eſpecially) are generally very impetuous; the 
Stream runs rapid and furious; and if ſhe 
ſhould come to be as deſirous of Children as ſhe 
may be now to deſtroy them, tis odds but the 
violence of that Deſire turns a Diſtemper, and 
that to ſuch a degree, as may be very trou- 
bleſome as well as dangerous, and often proves 
mortal. L | 17 21 ba | 1 
Sol ono ſays of the Grave and the Barren 
Womb, that they are never ſatisſed; they nev 
ſay, it is enough: And what an Object wi 
ſuch a Woman be, and, under ſuch Reflections, 
either by her ſelf, or by others, that torments 
her ſelf, and perhaps ſome Body elſe, to be 
with Child, after ſhe has already. dried up the 
Juices, ſtagnated the Blood, and fettered Na- 
ture, ſo as that no ſuch Powers are left by which 
the Operation can be performed. : 
Tax Lady I mention indeed, laughs at all 
theſe Things, and bids defiance even to Gop 
and Nature, contemns Conſequences,” and icorns 
the ſuppoſition of a change of Mind, and a re- 
turn of Deſires; from whence I infer only this, 
viz, That ſhe knows little what Nature means; 
what the various Extreams are Nature 1s ſub- 
ject to; and in that abundant Ignorance ſhe 
muſt go on till ſhe comes to be her own Puniſh= 
ment, her own Tormentor, and _ to. expoſe her 
ſelf as much in one Extream as ſhe does now 
in another; and if that ſhould never happen, it 
will be only ſaid of her as it has been of many 
a Criminal of a worſe kind, vix. that ſhe died 
impenitent. r 
Bur to go back from the Perſon to the 
Thinę, for Examples import nothing, but as 


„ * . 


laid to it. 


could go the length. 


der, for fol underſtand it, however, 


1 | 
they confirm the ſubject, the Story may pleaſe, 
but tis the improvement of the Story, Ok fixes 
the Truth of the Argument, which it is brought 
to ſupport : This horrid Practice, I mean, of 
applying to extraordinary Means to deftro 
he Conception, has yet many Things to be 


Ass it poiſons the Body and, as I have 
faid, locks up Nature; ſo let me remind the 
Ladies whole” Vanity prompts them to the 
Practice, eſpecially too if they have any ſuch 
thing as Religion about them, that tis a kind 
of curſing their own Bodies, tis Blaſting them- 
ſelves; and as they take upon them to do it 
themſelves, how juſt would it be, if Heaven, 
2 them at their Words, lays it home far- 
ther than they would wiſh or intend it? And 
that ſeeing they deſire to bear no Fruit, 
Heaven ſhould ſay, in the Words of our Saviour 
to the Fig-Tree, No Fruit grow on thee bencefor- 
ward for ever. 

IT muſt be a Temper unuſually hardened, 
that could bear fuch a Blaſt from above with- 
out ſome Horror: Let any Lady, I mean Chri- 
ftian Lady, for I direct my Speech now to ſuch, 
though they may be Anu or raſhly 

uſned on by the Folly of their Circumſtances, 
: ſay, let any Chriſtian Lady tell me, if ſhe 
ſhould hear thoſe Words really and audibl 
pronounced from Heaven to her, could ſhe loo 
up with ſatisfaction, take it for a Bleſſing, and 
fay, Amen ? I cannot but hope we have very 
few of the moſt audacious Atheiſts among us, 

AND now I have accidentally named that 
Word look up, that is to ſay, look 5 to Hea- 

at Lan- 
guage 
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guage is pretty much unknown among us, I 
could almoſt venture to put in a grave Word to 
the Ladies that marry, and would kave no 
Children; thoſe prepoſterous, not unthinking 
but ill-thinking Ladies, I ſay, that will marry* 
but would have no Children; as *tis: moſt cer 
tain that they expoſe their Modeſty in it, ſo they 
likewiſe expoſe their Chriſtianity z and let me 
ask them but this ſhort Queſtion , Pray, Ma- 
dam, what Religion are you of? 
By asking after the Lady's Religion, I do 
not mean whether Proteſtant or Papit, Church 
of England or Presbyterian, but whether Chri- 
ſtian or Pagan, a worſhipper of Goo, or of the 
Devil; of one Go p or a thouſand Gods, nominal 
Gods ; in a word, have you, Madam, any ſack 
Thing as Religion about you? It is indeed a 
Queſtion, which, in a Chriſtian Nation, ſhould 
paſs for an Afiront 4 but when People act 
counter to Principle, and counter to Profeſſion, 
they open the Door to the Queſtion, nay, they 
make it rational and neceſſar y. 
Bur I will ſuppoſe the Lady ſhall anſwer, I 
am a Chriſtian, and a Proteſtant. 
WELL, Madam, then you will allow me to 
ſay, that ſometimes you pray to Gop, or, to 
give it you in the Language of, the Moderns, 
you ſay your Prayers. | 
Yes I do, ſays the Lady; and what then? 
Way then, Madam, you ſuppoſe, or grant, 
that Go p can hear you, when you ſay your” 
Prayers? | 
Yes, I know he can, ſays he; what then? 
Way then, Madam, you believe he will an- 
{wer your Prayers too, and grant your Requeſts 
alſo, becauſe he has promiſed he will, if what we 
ask be agreeable to his Will, 1 Fob v. 14. 
WEIT 
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WELL === ! And what do you gather from 
all this? ſays the Lad) Tanis Da] 

- GATuER, Madam; why, I gather this, that 
as you are a married Woman, and would fain 
be Barren, and have no Children, yever give 
your ſelf any trouble about Phyſick® and tak- 
ing Drugs to prevent Conception; but knee! 
down, and very humbly and ſincerely pray to 
God to curſe you with Barrenneſs: el him, 
that you are one of his Creatures who He, at 
His Bleſſing Mankind, had allowed to en- 
creaſe and multiply, but that you deſire no 
ſhare in that Bleſſing; and fo beg, that he would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to blaſt the Child you go 
— if you are with Child, and ſhut up your 
Womb, if you are not; for that you deſire none 
of his Bleſlings of that Kind. 52 | 

Ir the Lady I have been ſpeaking to above, 
i, as ſhe ſays, a Chriſtian, and prays to Gop 
at any time; if ſhe knows and believes that 
Gop knows her Thoughts, can hear her Pray- 
ers, and will grant her Requeſt, if it be accord- 
ing to bis Vill; let her, ay, if ſhe can do thus 
without trembling at the Thoughts of it, go to 
her Knees, | and pray devoutly that ſhe may 
have no more Children, or no Children. : 
Ir Gop4s ſo merciful to her, as to deny the 
vile, wicked Requeſt, ſhe: ought to be very 
thankful that her Prayers are not heard; but 
if it ſhould be granted, ſhe muſt and ought, 
with the ſame N to acknowledge tis 
righteous and juſt, and that the Judgment, for 
ſuch it muſt be, is of her own procuring. 
Tunis woult be putting the Matter to a ſhort 


Iſſue; and we ſhould ſee whether the Ladies are 

ſerious enougi to carry their Folly to ſuch 4 

highth, or n. L © £454 iS £64 > IU: £0 
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Bor there is another Length that ſome of 


theſe Ladies go, and this indeed carries Things 


beyond all the ſuggeſtions of my Title; inſtead 
of Matrimonial Whoredom it ſhould be cal- 
led Matrimonial Witchcraft; the Truth is, I 
dare not enter into Examples here, no not 
where I may have l to ſuſpect, nay 
to believe, nay, where I have been informed 
it has been ſo, becauſe I would not point out 
any One as Criminal to ſuch a degree, unleſs 
the Fact was as plain, as admitted a Conviction 
in the way of Juſtice. | 


Nax, when my Friend M—— R = af 


ſured me, that his next Neighbour Mrs. G 
V boaſted in Publick, that ſhe intended 
to do ſo and fo, nay, though I heard her own 
ſhe- had done it; yet, as the Witches in New 


England went ſo far in acknowledging their 
own Guilt, and their familiarity with the 


Devil, that at laſt they could not obtain to be 


Hanged, no not upan their own Evidence, or 
be believed upon their own Confeſſion; ſo 1 


cannot perſuade my felf to tell you, that I be- 
lieve Madam — really guilty of ſo much 
Wickedneſs as ſhe pretends to, or that ſhe de- 


ſerves the Gallows ſo eminently as ſhe boaſts 


the does. | 
To go to the Devil to prevent God's Bleſ- 


ſing! I muſt confefs tis very audacious ; and if 


Providence takes no particular Notice of ſuch, 
and gives no publick Teſtimony of Reſentment, 


it would ſeem very ſtrange to me; I ſnhould only 


ſuy, there is the more behind, the Wretches have 
the more to expect; let em think of it. | 

Som will tell us, there is nothing in it; that 
really the Devil has no Power to do any thing 
in it, one way or other, and that all the No- 


. 
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tions of Charm, Spell, Filtres, Magick Knots, 
"Sc. are Jugglers Tricks, and have nothing in 
them; they reach the Fancy indeed, and af- 
fect the Imaginations of weak, vapouriſh Peo- 
ple; but that really theſe Things are out of 
the Devil's way, and that he knows nothing of 
the Matter, and can do nothing to help or hinder; 
that the Devil has no skill in Midwifry, and 
can neither tell a Woman when ſhe is with 
Child, or when ſhe is not; he can no more 
make her Miſcarry, unleſs it is by frighting 
her, than he can make her Conceive; that *tis 
all -a Cheat, contrived by a Gang of artful 
Knaves to get Money, pick Pockets, and de- 
ceive the ignorant Women. | el s 
How far this may be true or not, I leave to 
thoſe that are well enough acquainted with 
the Devil, to know how, and to what De- 
-gree, he can or does act in theſe Caſes. But 
the Crime of thoſe People that go to him for 
his help, is the ſame, whether he can aſſiſt 
them or not; with the addition of Fool, if he 
cannot. | " 279% TA | 
I might ask here, whether this Practice is 
conſiſtent with Honeſty? As for Religion, Mo- 
deſty and Reputation, that Tthink I have men- 
tioned to ſatisfaction; but as to the gre 4 of 
it, there is ſomething more to be ſaid : Firſt, 
as I ſaid above; to a Husband it cannot 
honeſt by any means: We'll ſuppoſe the Man 
to be an honeſt, ſober and religious Husband; 
he married, no doubt, as Men of honeſt Prin- 
ciples, and of the utmoſt Modeſty, do, that is, 
in view of raiſing up a Family as well to inhe- 
rit his Eſtate, ſuppoſing that Part to be ſuffi- 
cient, as to preſerve a Name and a Poſterity, 
other Gentlemen do. | 


FIN p- 
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Fi DIN d his Wife barren, at firſt he prays 
heartily, as he may do lawfully, that he may 
fruitful, and have Children: Mark the Harmony! 
he prays for having Children, and ſhe prays 
apainft any; he looks up to Heaven to entreat 
he may be bleſs'd and encreasd; ſhe goes to the 
Devil for help, that his Prayers may be fru- 
rated 4 he marries in expectation of Children; 
ſhe marries him, but endeavours by all the hel- 
Hſh, diabolick Arts and Tricks ſne can to pre- 
vent it, and diſappoint him. And where is the 
nay of all this, pray? At leaſt, how is ſhe 
Juſt to her Hus band 
- Tr ſhe hag told him of it before Marriage, 
it had altered the Caſe; or if ſhe had acquainted 
him with it when ſhe did thus, and he had con- 
ſented, it had been another Thing; at leaſt, as 
it regarded him, there had been no Injuſtice in 
it, becauſe of his voluntary aſſent to it: But 
then it as fooliſh to ſuggeſt, for no Man in his 
Senſes would ever agree to ſuch a ridiculous 
Propoſal, and therefore tis highly diſhoneſt 

and unjuft to her Husband. F * 

IT is likewiſe an immoral Action in it ſelf, 

as it is inconſiſtent with the Reaſon and Nature 
of Things, and claſhes with ſeveral ſtated Rules 
of Life, which are of divine Inſtitution. But that 
is not, as I aid before, the proper View of this 
'Difcourſe, : + In | 
As it is not honeſt or moral, ſo, on the other 
- hand, it ſeems not to conſiſt with the Character 
of a ' modeſt and virtuous Woman: If a Whore 
acted thus, I ſhould not wonder at all; for her 
Buſineſs is to conceal: her immodeſt; criminal 

Converſation, and, if poſſible, to hide her 
Shame; for her to apply to Phyſicians and 
Apothecaries, take Drops and Draughts, and 
* M 2 Phy+ 
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Phyſick her ſelf from Day to Day, I ſhould 
5 no Wonder at it; tis what her Circum- 
ſtances make not rational only but neceſ- 
. Bus for an honeſt Woman! openly and law- 

fully married! whoſe Husband 1s publickly 
known; who lives with, and acknowledges her 
to be his Wife, and Beds with her, as we call it, 
every Night; for this Woman to deſire to be 
Barren, much more to endeavour to prevent, 
or, which is the ſame Thing, to deſtrqy the 
Conception, blaſt; the Fruit of her own” Body, 
poiſon her Blood, and ruin her Conſtitutio 
that ſhe may have no Chaldren ! This can hav 
nothing in it but Witchcraft and the Devil; 
tis ſcandalous to the laſt Degree; tis ſeeking 
the Man meerly as ſuch, meerly for the frailer 
Furt, as my Lord Rocheſter calls it, and that 
brings it down to my Suhject, (vix.) the Lewdnefs 
of it, which entitles it, in my Opinion, to that 
I call Matrimonial Whoredom. | 
IE x may gild it over with what Pretences 
they will; oY may uſe their Female Rheto- 
rick to ſet it off, and to cover it; ſuch as fear of 
the Dangers and Pains of a hard Travail, weak- 
neſs of Conſtitution, hereditary Miſcarriages, 
and ſuch like. But thoſe Things are all anſwer- 
ed with a Queſtion, Why then, Madam, did you 
marry? Seeing all this was known before, they 
were as ſolid Reaſons for not marrying, as they 
can be now for not breeding. But the Lady, 
as above, would venture all to have the uſe: of 
the Man; and as for her Reaſons why ſhe 
would have no Children, ſhe muſt account for 
them another Wap. rue 
Ha the Lady been with Child, and had a 
angerous Travail; had ſhe been * 
- * 8 
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with Child, but always ſubject to Abortions, or 
conſtant and dangerous Miſcarriages; had ſhe 
received any hurt in the Delivery of her former. 
Children, which threatned Dangers if ſhe came 
again; or had ſeveral other Circumſtances at- 
tended her, lefs — to mention than thoſe; 
had ſhe been abuſed by Midwives, or weaken' d 
. or Diſaſters, this would alter the 
Bur the Circumſtance I inſiſt upon is, when 
the Woman marries, takes a Man to Bed to her, 
with all the Circumſtances that are to'be under- 
ſtood, without obliging us to expreſs them; lives 
with him, and lies with him every Night, and 
et profeſſes to defire ſhe may have no Chil- 
en: Theſe are the Circumſtances I inſiſt upon, 
the Aggravations of which admit no abate- 
ment, and for which I do not know one modeſt 
Word of Excuſe _ be ſaid. This i» what E 
call Conjugal neſs, nor can I fee any thi 
elſe in it; twas the plain End of her . 
tis in vain to call it by other Names, and cover 


it with other Excuſes, tis nothing but Whoring 


under the ſhelter or cover of the Law, we may 
paint it out, and dreſs it up as we will. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Of being Over. rul d by Perſwaſion, In- 
tereſt, Influence of Friends, Force, and 

the like, to take the Perſon they have 
no Love for, and forſake the Perſon they 
really lov'd, ee 


H E Subject of this Chapter is 
ell very particular, and the Effects of 
lit ſometimes very diſmal; one 
PEARS would think it was hardly to be 
named among Chriſtians, that in 
a Country where we pretend, ſo 
much to perſonal, as well as national Liberty, 
any ſuch Violences could be offered, or at leaſt 
be ſuffered. : | * 

As Matrimony ſhould be the Effect of a free 
and previous Choice in the Perſons marrying, 
ſo the breaking in by Violence upon the Choice 
and Affection of the Parties, I take to be the worſt 
kind of Rape; whether the Violence be the Vio- 
lence of Perſwaſion or of Authority; Imean, ſuch 
as that of Paternal Authority, orotherwiſe; for 
as to legal Authority, there is nothing of that 
can interpoſe in it; the Laws leave it where 
it cught to be left, and the Laws of Matri- 
mony, in particular, leave it all —_ the 

OICC 


— 


167 

Choice of the Perſon, and in the Power of their 
Will; and therefore, as by the Office of Matri- 
mony appears, it does not ſay to the Perſon, 
Thou ſhalt take this Man, or thou ſhalt take 
this Woman, but Flt thou take this Man, and 
Wilt thou take this Woman? and unleſs the Per- 
ſon ſays, I WILL, which is a Declaration of 
free Conſent, and indeed ſtrongly implies a 

free Choice, there can be no Matrimony. 
Hence I might enter 1nto a long Diſcourſe 
of the Juſtice of young People on either Side, 
reſiſting the Perſwaſions, nay, indeed the Com- 
mands of thoſe who otherwiſe they ought to 
obey, in a Caſe of this moment. I ſhould be 
very loth to ſay any thing here to encourage 
Breach of Duty in Children to Parents; hut as 
in this Caſe the Command ſeems exorbitant, ſo 
the Obedience ſeems to be more limited than in 
any other, and therefore I may go farther here 
than I would do in any of the Points of Subor- 
dination in other Caſes, rn 
IT is a Maxim in Law as well as in Reaſon, 
there is no Duty in Obeying where there is 
no Authority to Command; or, if you will, 
thus: There is no Obligation to Obey where 
there is no Right to Command; the Parent 
has, no queſtion, a right to Command, nay, to 
5 and over-rule the Child in all lawful 
Things: But if the Parent commands the 
Child to do an unlawful Action, the Child may 
decline it; for a Thing cannot be lawful and 
unlawful at the ſame time. 
_ IT is evident in the Caſe before me, if the 
Parent commands his Child to marry ſuch or 
ſuch a Perſon, and the Child either cannot love 
the Perſon, or at the ſame time declares he or 
ſhe is engaged in Affection to another, the 
2H M4 Com- 
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Command of the Parent cannot be lawfully | 


obeyed, becauſe it is unlawful for the Child to 


marry any Perſon he or ſhe cannot love; nay, 


the very doing it is deſtructive of Matrimony, 
and they mult either lie one way or other, or 
elſe they cannot obey it, for they cannot be mar- 
ried: For example, 

A Father ſays to his Son, I would have you 


marry ſuch a — Lady. | 
On! Sir, ſays the Son, I beg of you don't 


defire of it me, ſhe is a Woman that of all the 

Women in the World, I would not marry upon 

go Account whatever. +: 

oN'T tell me you will not marry her, fays 

the - ather, I have good Reaſons for your hav- 
er. | 

UT, Sir, ſays the Son, I hope you won't 


Infifſt upon it; for I car t do it. | 


War do you mean? You can't do it, ſays 


the Father angrily. 


Wav, Sir, ſays the Son, I can't love her. 
O, well ; you muſt venture that, ſays the 
Father, marty her firſt, and you'll love her af- 
terwards. 
InDEED, I can't — 90 upon that Foot Sir, 
ſays the Son, but reſpectfully, it would be a Sin 
to marry a Woman I can't love. ä Gf 
I tell you, ſays the Father, J have ſingled her 
on for you, and I expe& you ſhould have 
er. i | 
J am forry, Sir, you ſhould chooſe a Wife 
for me, ſays the Son, and never let me know 
It. | | 
I think *tis your Duty to ſubmit, ſays the 
Father, as long as I think he is a ſuitable Match 
for you, and for the Family. TI 


Bur, 
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Bur, Sir, ſays the Son, tis impoſſible: I can 
never be married to her; no Clergyman dares 
marry me to her. eee 

War dye mean by that? ſays bis Father. 

Wu, Sir, ſays the Son, either I'muſt Lie and 
be Forſworn, or he can't marry me, and I hope 
vou would not deſire me either to Lie, or to be 
Perjured. | 5 e 

. Dow'T tell me of Lying and Perjury, ſays 
the paſſionate Father, I dont enquire into your 
impertinent Cavils, I tell yon, ſne will make a 
very good Wife for you, and, I ſay, you ſhall 
have her. "08 

WELL, Sir, ſays the Son, if you can make 
any Miniſter marry me to her. 

'HAT is it you mean, ſays the Father, 
to offer ſuch Stuff to me? If yon don't take 
her, it ſhall be worſe for you; I tell you, you 
ſhall have her. | | 8 

Way, Sir, ſays the Son, when he asks me, 
if I will take her? I may anfwer, I #7I - But 
when he comes to ſay, Vilt thou love ber? F 
muſt ſay, I Wilt not; I muſt lie, if I ſhould + 
fay, IWill; and if he can marry me fo, ler 
hi f 


Im. | | 

J don't make a Jeſt of it Son, ſays the Fu- 
ther, I expe&t you go and wait upon her, 
for I will have you marry her, I tell you. 

 Txvs the Father laid it upon him hard; he 
put it off with this a great while, that he 
could not love her; but the Father inſiſted u 
on it, and threatened to difinherit him; and 15 
he wickedly complied, married the Woman 
he hated, and forſook a young Lady that loved 

him, and that he was in love with; and he 
was unhappy, and curſed his Marriage to his 
dying Day; and ſo was the Woman he _— 
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alſo, Indeed, he did not go ſo far as the Son 
did in the Example I gave you before ; he did 
5 marry them both, but he was very un- 

AP PY. E | | 
Tar Limits of a Parent's Authority, in this 
Caſe of Matrimony, either with Son or Daugh- 
ter, I think, ſtands thus: The Negative, I think, 
is theirs, eſpecially with a Daughter; but, I 
think, the Poſitive is the Childrens, | 
- IF the Child looks Retrograde, and would 
throw her ſelf away upon aScoundrel, upon her 
Father's Coachman, or Book-keeper, or upon 
any thing unworthy of the Family and For- 
tune of the Lady, much more if the Perſon 
ſhe inclines to marry is ſcandalous, a Man of 
Vice, a Man of an ill Character, a Drunkard, 
a Gameſter, a Rake, or what elſe is to be called 
ſcandalous, the .Father, or Mother, or next 
Parent or Guardian may, I believe with Juſtice, 
interpoſe their Authority, and may command 
her not to take ſuch or ſuch a Perſon, the Fa- 
ther may put the Negative upon her ; nor 1s it 
ſufficient for her to ſay, ſhe loves the Man, or 
is in love with the Man. Wat 
Bur when the ſame Father or Parent comes 
and directs her the ſaid Daughter, and ſays poſi- 
tively, you ſhall marry ſuch or ſuch a Man whe- 
ther you love him or not; there, I think, the Caſe 
differs extreamly; and the young Lady telling 
them, ſhe does not like the Man, that ſhe can- 
not love him, and won't marry him for that 
Reaſon, is a juſtifiable Reaſon, and ſhe ought 
not to be forced: Or, if ſhe ſays, that ſne is in 
love with another, and that other is not yet 
diſcovered, tis nevertheleſs a ſufficient Reaſon, 
and ſhe ought not to be forced; nor can the 
Command of a Father or Mother, bind her to 
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marry the Man ſhe cannot love, becauſe it 
would be an unlawful Action, unjuſt and inju- 
rious both to the Man and to her ſelf; and no 
Command of a Parent can be obliging upon 
her, to do an unlawful or unjuſt Action. 

THz Parent therefore may command her not 
to marry this or that Perſon, but' may not 
command her to marry any particular Perſon, 
who ſhe declares her ſelf not to love; for this 
would be to command her to lie, and be for- 
ſworn, in the expreſs Terms of the Marriage 
Contract. | | ; 

AGAIN, it were. to be withed, that every 
one that marries before they fix their Affection 
ſincerely upon the Perſon they are to have, 
would - conſider what I juſt mentioned above, 
(viz.) the Wrong they do to the Perſon they 
take; ſuppoſe it be the Woman, who, at the 
Book, they promiſe upon Oath to love, and yet 
afterwards perhaps, tell them to their Faces, 
they never loved them at all; This is an irre- 
trievable Injury to the Perſon, who perhaps 
was, as it were, ſnatched out of the Arms of 
thoſe that did love her, and of another that 
would have loved her, and who perhaps ſhe 
loved alſo, and, perſuaded or over- ruled by Pa- 
rents, to take one who pretended. as much to 
love as any one, but only took her for her 
Money, and venturing upon thoſe Pretenſions, 
ſhe or he is now deceived and diſappointed, the 
Wrong is irreparable; the Lady that might, if 
he had let her alone, been made happy, is a- 
buſed, is made miſerable, is injured in the 
groſſeſt manner, and he had much better have 

raviſhed her, and been hanged, as he deſerved, 
I mean better for her; then ſhe had been free 
again, and though the had been abuſed, the In- 

72 i Jury 
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Jury had been at an End; but here ſhe is abuſed 
daily, the Crime is renewed, and ſhe is made 
unhappy to the End of her Life. 
" Tn1s marrying without Affection, or con- 
to Inclination, has a variety of compli- 
cated Miſchiefs attending it, and eſpecially con- 
fidering that, upon the leaſt diſagreeableneſs 
between the Perſons married, former Objects, 
and former Thoughts revive in the Mind; 
they are always ory! 1 their Condition 
with what it might have been, with what 
others are, and with what, at leaſt, they fancy 
others are; ever repining at what is, ever wiſh- 
ing what can never be. Every thing the 
have is diſagreeable and unpleaſant; they 1 
on their Life as a Slave at Algier looks upon his 
Chains, they fancy themſelves as Perſons 
only bought and fold, as Perfons committed by 
Warrant, and made Prifoners for Life. | 
Tux State they are in is imbittered by every 
Circumſtance, and every Circumſtance imbit- 
tered by the want of Affection, the Thing is 
bad in it ſelf, and want of Affection makes every 


Part of it worſe. 


Non is it probable that ſach a Marriage 
mould Hue otherwiſe ; I had almoſt ſaid it is 
not poſſible: But the Nature of the thing di- 
recs it, and the diſagreeableneſs can hardly 
fail to happen, becauſe there is not only no 
Fund of Affection to build upon, but a kind 
of a pre-ingaged A verſion, which is certain to 
athft and to render every thing worſe, rather 
than better. | ein 

I could give a long Hiſtory of a' Family, 
within the compaſs of my own Obſervation, 
where both the Man and the Woman were thus 
ſtated; that is to ſay, brought together ” the 


— - 
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Allurement of good Circumſtances, and the 
e Directions of their immediate Go- 


vernors and Friends; when, on both Sides, their 
Choice and Affect ions were guided, at leaſt a- 

inſt the reſpective Object, if not to other 

bjects; and though perhaps thoſe other Ob- 
jets were not indeed ſo ſuitable as to Birth 
and Fortune, for this Breach happened in a Fa- 
mily of ſome Figure, and among that we call 
Quality, yet the Choice they had made for them- 
ſelves had certainly been more ſuitable to them 
as Man and Woman, and had tended infinitely 
more to their ſatisfaction. Nr 

IT ſeems they had had frequently Ruffiings 
and Rencounters, as they might be called, upon 
the Subject before; and as they went upon an old 
Mob Rule, That few Words among Friends were 
beſt, and thoſe very 0 , ſo if they did fall 
out, it was ſhort, but bitter; and this Battle, 
which I happened to have the following Ac- 
count of, and which was one of the worſt they 
| ever had, may pals for a Specimen : 7 


Ir happened to be at Supper, and the Gen- 
tleman had drank to his Lady with a kind of 
a ſnear and a bow, and My Service to your Lady- 
ſhip (for ſhe was a Lady). , ay, ſays ſhe, Ser- 
vice! Service! repeating the Word two or three 
times; it's well where there is no Love there 
can be a little good Manners ; and ſo the Bat- 
tle was begun, 1 

Knight. Love! Love! nay, the D. I take your 
ralph you know I never lov'd you in my 

ife. | Nero 

Lady. Nay, Iwas pretty even with"Sir Thomas, 
for I hated you keartily from the firſt Hour I 
ſaw you. | ih 


Fnight. 


741] 
, "Kiigbt, Equally yoked ! Ma that's tru 
equally y hed! . aw, & 
8 Ay, ay! a Yoke indeed, and two Beaſts 
to * in 8 | 

Knight. Words, Madam, why di n't ou 
lay W bore and Rogue? ace { 
2 T0 And if 1 had, it had been but plain 

ng 
Knight And plain Truth, you mean, I ſup: 

e 
2 Nay, what was Sir Thomas, to marry A 
Woman that he could {wear he never loved in 
his life? | 

- Kmigbt. And pray, what was my Lady, to go 
to Bed to a Man ſhe hated moſt heartily? 

Lady. The more innocent of the two, for I 
was never married. 

Knight. Not married! Why, what have ion 
been doing then all this while? What's the 
Engliſh of that, Madam? 

— 9 The Engliſh of what? I cold aki it 
ſpeak Engliſb if I would; but good Manners, 
rather than regard to the Perlon, ſtops my 
Mouth. ' 5h 

Nxigbt. Nay, let it come out, ae there 
can be no lofs of good Language between you 
and I: I have lain with a Woman I did not 
love, and you have lain with a Man theſe four 
Years, and were never married. What wal wy 
'Lady call her felf next? - 

Lady. Not a Whore for all that; ſo I have the 
better bf Sir Thomas ſtill. 

Knight. What can it be then? No Magick, 1 
doubt, will bring your r off. 


1 
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* Lady. Tes, yes; I ſhall bring my ſelf off fair- 
ly; I ſay, *twas no Marriage, *twas all Force, a 
Re e upon Innocence and Virtue. 
night. A Rape! Didn't you go to Church and 
repeat the Words, and ſay, [Will ? * 
Lady. Go to Church; No, no; you may ſay 
18 I was dragged to Church, I did not go; 
T tell you, *twas no Matrimony, tho' twas a 
— I was raviſhed, and nothing elſe. © 
Knight. But who forced you; and who drag- 
ged you to Church; Pm ſure I went to Churc 
with as ill a Will as you. We. 
| Lady. I don't know what you did; but I went 
like a Bear haul'd to a Stake, I know. 
Kmght. And I think you have been a Bear 
ever ſince; I ſuppoſe that made you fo. ; 
Lady. Whether I have been a Bear or no, 
T have been baited like a Bear; that's true 
enough. | 
 Kmiyght. Well, your Ladyſhip's even with me 
there indeed, you give me the Dog for the 
Bear. | mY | | 
Lady. You muſt drink as you brew, Sir Tho- 
mas; you know that *twas you began it. 
Knight. It is juſt upon me indeed; I broke 
my Faith and Honour with the Angel I lovd; 
for the curg?d Thirſt of Money: My Father 
knew not what he did, when he perſwaded me 
to it: But I muſt marry a Fortune 
Lady. Yes, and I muſt be tickled with a 
Feather, and wheedled N with being a Lad). 
If I had taken the Man I oved, I had had that 
which few Ladies enjoy; I had had the Man 
that loved me, and he had had the Woman that 
Joved him, and both been happy; and now, 
here's the Baronet and the Lady, as wretched as 
a Fcot Soldier and his Trull. 
| . Anigbt. 


Lu! | 

. - Kmaghbt. I faw nothing in you at firſt to make 
rr 1 | 1 

Lady. And I deſired no Happineſs ſo much, 
when I went to Church, as to have been deli- 
vered e 8 
- "Knight. I was bewitched with the Money in- 
deed, but never with the Lady, I aſſure you. 
Lady. And my Mother was fond of the 
Rxigbthoad indeed; Im ſure I was never fond 
of the Kxuizht. . N. 
_ Knight. I might have had as much Money, it 
ar fre eee m I eters; 
Laa And I might haye made the Man I 
loved a Knight with my Money, whenever I 
pleas d; but my Mother had her Tame. 

Kmghbt. If I had had leſs Money, I might 
have had a better Wite,.' | - * 
Lady, And I could never have had a worſe 
Husband. Archi 
Auigbt. Well, I'll find {ome Way to put an 
End to it, I'll warrant you: At worſt a Piſtol 


and half an Ounce of Lead, will deliver me at 


once. * 


Lady. The ſooner the better, Sir Thons:. 


Ecaven keep you in the minds wm 
Ix ſhort, the Lady had the better of | him, 
and put him in a Rage, and then he left her, 
and went out of the Room; but about the 


uſual time of going to Bed, they came à little 


to themſelves again, and were preparing to 

to Bed, when yt Words — a Wind, it 
blew up into another Storm, and they fell out 
more furionily than before. . 
Snx told ha, ſhe had had but, two Children, 
and ſhe thanked God they were both dead. 
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- He told her, he deſireil no more of the 


Ved. 


again, it would be a Baſtard, and none of his. 


He-turned round from her, and bad her turn 


her back to him. 
Suk ſaid; with all her Heart, and did fo 


No curſe your ſelf, ſaid he, if ever you 


turn your Face to me again. | 


- SHE ſaid, the knew a better Way for it than 
that; ſo ſhe called her Maid, took her leave of 


kim, and went to Bed by her ſelf. 


Tux next Day ſhe ON her Coach, and I 


to a Relation's Houſe, took ſome Jewels with 
her, and: ſent for her Cloaths. And thus ended 


a Mother- Made Mateb on one hand, and a 
Money-Made match on the other hand; On both 


hands without Affection, and where they bad 
been mutually pre- ingaged to other Objects: 
And what was all tug, pray, but a Matrimonial 
Whoredomm 

Ir would take up too much *, this Work, to 
give the ſhort Hiſtory of the remaining Life of 
theſe two paſſiongte married Enemies, for ſuch. 
they were. As they were People of good 
Faſhionand Figure, they might have quarrelled 
with ſome reſerve to good Manners ;, but, on 
the contrary, the - purſued him with All the 
ſpite and: rage of ber Tongue that it yas poſ- 
ſible fra Woman to invent; ſaid all t 8 e Bitter” 
and diſdainful Things of Aug that Il-nature 
could inſpire her with ; ſcorned all the 1 
ot Friends towards a eee Hin, Which, 
at firſt he was not averſe to; and, at Baſt, gave. 
* that he kept a Whore, aud that. the iptepd- 
cl foup him 10. Divorce. e 49 


SHE replied, ſne deſired all the World to 
take notice, that if ever ſne was with Child 


ſuch a keenne 


—_—  . 

In return; after he found her obſtinate, he 

ut all the Contempt upon her he was able, and 
in all Company where he — — come at 
her; made Ballads and Songs of her; and, in a 
word, they took all poſlible Ways on both Sides 
to make it impoſſible they ſhould ever come to- 
gether again. 

ArrER ſome Time, he went abroad into 
France, when he did the ſpitefulleſt Thing that 
it was poſſible for him to do, or that, I think, 
a Man could eyer do by a Wife: Being, (as he 
had given out) at Paris, he caus'd a Rumour to 


de rais'd that he was very Sick, and a little 


after that he was Dead. This he carried ſo far, 
that his Servants and Dependents, who he left 
at his Houſe, were all put into Mourning, and 
the Lady was firmly convinced that he was 
Dead; nay, he employed a ſubtle, managing 
Fellow, to come to the Houſe where the Lady 
lodged, to give an Account of his Death, and 
that he was at the Funeral. 

Ix a word, Things were carried ſo far, that 
the Lady was G—_ another Gentleman, 
and, at length, conſented to be married; but 
all things being prepared for the Wedding, Set- 
tlements made, the very Day come, and her 
Friends about her, he ſends a Meſſenger to 
tell her, that he was coming to the Church to 
ſee her married, that he would have remained 
in his Grave a little longer, but that he was 
reſolved ſhe ſhonld not have ſa much Pleaſure 
as that of one Day's Deluſion ; and that he 


would not do the Gentleman the Injury, of let- 


oy 9 ignorantly marry a She-Devil, as he 
* 
Tuts was ed ſo wickedly, and with 
. n 


ſeverity of Spight, that it 
* wy almoſt 


= 


r 
almoſt coſt the Lady her Life; and it might 
have ou farther, the Gentleman was af- 
fronted ſo, that he demanded Satisfaction of 
him, and it went up to a Challenge; but ſome 
Friends interpoſed, fo that they did not fight. 

Txe enraged Lady fell ſick with Diſdain; 
and the Fury that this Piece of Management put 
her in was ſuch, that ſhe continued languiſhing 
near two Years, but then recovered. A great 
many Friends interpoſed, if poſſible, to reconcile 
them z but there was no room for that, it was 
gone too far. 

Ar le they brought it to a Truce, tho? 
they could not bring it toa Peace, they brought 
them to an Agreement of Civility, viz. not t 
Inſult or Affront one another any more; an 
this was all they could ever be brought to; nor 
was it eaſy to bring them to that, ſo exaſperated 
were they on both Sides, ſo irreconcileably pro- 
voked, eſpecially the Woman. ; 

THis is one Example of a Martiage by force 
of Friends, and by motives of Avarice and 
Pride, where the Parties were pre-ingaged by 
their Affection to other Objects. I coald 14 
many Inſtances in their degree equally unhap- 
Py, though perhaps not carried on to ſuch an 
extravagant Length, but all ferve to convince 
us, how fatal it is for Men or Women to engage 
their Perſons one Way, and their Afﬀections 
another, | 

CERTAINLY thoſe People who have the 
leaſt value for their own Eaſe, that expect any 
Felicity in a married Life, ſhould think before 
they take this Leap in the Dark; I ſay; they 
ſhould think a little, how, in the Nature of the 
thing, they can expe& Happineſs in a Woman 
they do not love; and A a Woman who al 

| n 
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ſhall be tied to live with while they Lovk ano- 
ther, and ſhall be Night and Day wiſhing their 
beloved Rachel were in their Arms 1nftead of 
the blear- eyed Leab, which they have taken 1 in 
her Place. 
Bur thus it is, and that too benny to 
wonder at, that Men love the Perſon they do 
bo marry, yn - marry the — _ cannot 
ove. /. 


Tel me; yo facred Di, which Rule on „ bath, 
1 Love's a Heaven- horn Paſion, Tell me Th. | 
6 Mortal love, and Heaven ſo oft deny @ 


+ 


: ee Man ! by. Laws unequal tye, 
Bound to gaſſeſi the Object he would fy; 3 
Lean — _ * cannot en fe 


& 4 a * 11 & © # 
4 111 . N # FIDE ff « 
- 
; ;# : 
$ | 
281 % it \ 
# 4 wat : 34 
; bh 
o * 0 
=, oF # & 
2 41 
— = VU 
480 1 
= 
12 + 4 * 
44414 leo 
- A q 
oa 
138 ah 
$& 981 £ 
” y 7 * £4 
- » hs 
* 
4 48 - 


{ 
-y 


14 4 * ; | 
A 7 14 P 1 * 4 144 n | C! : #4 62, * 1 TIE 
6 - „ — — i . . : 414 99 7 * * 

4 4 + Roe «fl 1 oF 7 3-5 ; 


Ro 2 ae ak m FH 4 1 V. L 2 = ; $47 1 
| g 1 peo 

$4: 46 8 7 :iqe Narres 

| 8 0 1 A P, 


” . 4s 
* 7 * 7 4 1 þ ® 5 : £4 + 7 . v 1 
4 7 * 41 144060 L 8 nn 
i 7 1 
8 - * 4. * * Fi 


1871 


— 2 C J $ 


9 * * +4 
4 - n ” 
. = : 1 * . 


= CHAP.” VII. : 
of : Marry ing one Perſe on, and at the 
ſame tine owning themſelves to be in 


K Love wit h anotr her. . 


5 0 Love and not to Marry, is Na- 
* 13 58 , 
l ture's Averſion; to Marry and not 
r dd Love, is Nature's Corruption; 
the firſt is Hateful, the laſt is re- 
ally Criminal; and, as has been 
{aid in its Place, it is, in ſome Re- 


. 
2 
- 


3% 
e 
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ſpects, both Murther and Robbery; it makes a 
Man Felo de ſe, with reſpect to all the Comforts+ 
of his Life; and it makes him a Robber to his 

Wife, if ſne be a Woman that has the misfor- 
tune to Love him. And this I have ſpoken to 
at large in the laſt Chapte. Ya 
Bur to marry. one Woman and love another, 
to marry one Man and be in love with another, 
this is yet worſe, tenfold worſe, if that be poſ- 
ſible! tis, in its kind, a meer Piece of Witch 
craft; it is a kind of civil, legal Adultery, nay, it 
makes the Man or Woman be committing Adul- 
tery in their Hearts every Day of their lives; 
and can I be wrong therefore to ſay, that ĩt may 
be very well called a Matrimonial Whoredom 


if I may judge, it is one of the worſt Kinds. 
ofeit too „ dr er Boy all e 
* © 10 
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Ir is (firſt) a plain downright Crime in the 
beginning of it; if both the Man and the Wo: 
man are in it, they indeed cheat one another; 
firſt the Man thinks the Woman has the worſt 
of it, and that he only cheats her; ſhe fancies 
he has the worſt of it, and that ſhe cheats him; 
but, in ſhort, tis a mutual Fraud, wherein 
both are Cheats and both Cheated, both Deceivers 
and both Deceryed. 

WHreN they come to the Book to marry, 
they mutually engage what was engaged before, 
like a Knave that borrows Money upon an Eſtate 
which he had mortgaged already. Mark what 
a "Complication of Crimes meet together in the 
Church; when they come up to the Altar, 
the Man plights her his Troth or Truth, that he 
will love her; when he knows he cannot do it, 
for that he loves another already before her. 

Tur Woman plights him her Troth, that ſhe 
will love him, when, as the Lady juſt now 
mentioned, told Sir Thomas ——, ſhe heartily 
hated him from the firſt time ſhe ever ſaw him. 
Here is mutual pledging the Troth to a Falſ- 
hood, which is, in ſhort, a premeditated Lye ; 
like a cold Blood murther, *tis intended to be 
done long before it 1s done. Here's alſo a ſtated, 
calm, intended Perjury; a ſwearing to do what 


_ - they own they not only did not intend to 


2 but knew beforehand they could not 


How many kinds of Diſhoneſty are here 
mixt together? Take it in the very firſt Words 
of the Miniſter, being as an Introduction to the 
Office of Matrimony; the Miniſter adjures 
them, as they will anſwer it at the great and 
dreadful- Day, &c. when the Secrets of all 
Hearts ſhall be revealed, that if they know 
* Ki any 


11831 


any lawful Hindrance or Impediment why they 
ſhould not be lawfully joyned together, they 
ſhould then declare it, proteſting againſt even 
the Validity of the Marriage, in caſe they 


fail. 


| . 
J Require and charge you both, (as ye will anſwer 
at the dreadful Day of Fudgment, when the 
Secrets of all Hearts hall be diſcloſed) that if 
either of you know any Impediment, why ye may 
wot be lawfully joyned together in Matrimony, ye 
do now confeſs it. For be ye well aſſured, that ſo 
many as are coupled together otherwiſe than Gon's 
Word doth allow, are not joyned together by Gop, 
neither is their Matrimony lawful. 


_ Hexreveon the Minifter giving them time 
to anſwer, they are Silent; that is to ſay, they 
declare no Impediment, which is a tacit de- 
claring that they know of none; and yet, at 
the ſame time, they know that in Conſcience 
they have ſettled their Love and Affection upon 
another Perſon ; and the Man or Woman they 
now marry they cannot love, and onght not on 
that Account to marry, becauſe they Promiſe 
what they know they ſhall not perform. 

How many times alſo does the Secret. come 
out afterwards, either unawares by themſelves, 
or in delirious Fits, extremities of Diſtempers, 
Dreams, talking in the Sleep, and ſuch other. 
Ways, which prove however fatal to the Peace 
of the Family, yet unavoidable >} -- 925 

Sven Perſons have great Reaſon to be ſure 
that they do not talk in their Sleep; for what 
the Mind hears ſuch a Weight of upon it, which 
indeed it is not equal to, and is not poſſiblę to be 


ſupported, though by a vigilant guarding the 
+ TY N 4 Tongue 
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Tongue in the Day-time- it ſhall be kept in, 
yet how often will it break out in a Dream, 
and the Tongue betray it ſelf in its ſleep? 
How miſerable is the Lady, frequently 
wishing ſhe was in the Arms of the Man ſhe 
loves 1pſtead of his Arms, who ſhe is unhap- 
pily tyed to? Thoſe ardent Wiſhes prompting 
her Deſires, ſne falls into a Slumber, and dreams 
_ it is really fo, as ſhe wiſhed it might 
Ix the tranſports of her Imagination her 
waking Soul commands her Tongue, tho' the 
whole Orgamck Body he laid aſleep; I lay, 
commands the Tongue to tell the dangerous 
Truth; ſhe cries out, as in an Extaſy, — 
the Affection, and unhappily names the Man: 
The fair , the Toaſt of the Town, the 
Beauty of the Beauties, had Admirers enough, 
was beloved to Madneſs and Diſtraction by a 
throng of Admirers; at laſt, for the ſake of 
a Settlement, a little more than ordinary large, 
ſhe quits the generous (a. the Lord of her 
Affections, the only Man in the World that had 
found the Way into her Heart, and to whom 
ſhe had made innumerable Vows of Fidelity; 
I ſay, quits him with the utmoſt Rudeneſs, and 
throws herſelf at the Importunities and Com- 
mands of her avaritious Parents; I ſay, throws 
her ſelf into the Arms of a mean, a courſe, an 
unbred, half-taught Citizen, the Son of a rich 
overgrown Tradeſman. himſelf a Clown, only 
that he was a Boor of Fortune, can keep her 
fine, and cauſe her to ride in a Coach: And 
what then? 1+ ni 2 als: vaif5 
Sur marries this Lump of unpoliſhed, ſim- 
ple Stuff, and they lire Tolerably well for a 
Time, when one Night, in a Dream, ſhe 5 
3 k | C 
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cied her ſelf in the Arms of her former. Lore. 
pleas'd to a Rapture with what ſhe, had ſo long 
Reafon to know, ſhe could. never enjoy; the 
flies out even in her Dream to talking aloud ;, 
and not only to talk aloud, tho faſt . aſleepy 
but gives her Tongue a looſe into all the moſt 
dangerous Expreiſions, that, Love to the real 
Maſter of her Heart, and the utmoſt Contempt 
of her Jay lor, as ſhe call'd him, meaning her 
Husband, could inſpire her with : Nor was this 
all; for where wall Misfortunes End! but in the 
highth of her Extaſies and with a wicked, tho 
but fancied Liberty, ſhe calls her former 
Lover by his Name, and ſo betrays her ſelf to 
her Husband, who hears himſelf accuſed of the 
worſt of Crimes, treated with the worſt Con- 
tempt, and the greateſt of Indignity put upon 
him, in Words at length, that can be thought 
of, . | 7147 

Hz Husband was not at firſt well- awake, 
and ſo, perhaps, was not let into the fixſt Part 
of it; nor was he preſently capable of under 
ſtanding what it all meant: But when he heard 
himſelf abuſed in ſo groſs a manner, it put. 
him into a Paſſion, and he replied raſhly - to 
her, not thinking ſhe had been aſleep... . 

Tuis replying. to her, unhappily waked 
her, or, at leaft ſo much, as to put a ſtop 20 
her talking aloud. Her Husband was preſently 
aware that his Wife was not awake, and vexed 
that he waked her; he lies ſtill a little, till Sleep 
overcoming her, and the pleaſing Ideas of her 
paſt Loves {et her to talking again; when her 
Husband ſubtilly managi himſelf, ſpoke 
ſoftly at her Ear ſeveral Words agreeahle o 
what. ſhe had ſaid, and brought her by that 
means (as is not impracticable) to anſwer ſes 
| | veral | 
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veral Queſtions, and that in ſuch a manner, as 


his Patience would bear it no longer. 


Tuis want of Temper was perhaps her Feli- 


city ſo far, as that ſhe diſcovered no more to 


him, though ſhe had diſcovered ſo much already, 
as made an irreconcileable Breach between 
them: And firſt, as he was exaſperated to the 
higheſt Degree by what he had heard, and 
ed her in a kind of a Paſſion; he asked 
her, what ſhe had been dreaming of ? 
Sur was not preſently come to her ſelf e- 
h to recolle& that it was all a Dream, fo that 
ſhe made him no Anſwer for a while; but he 
ting the Queſtion, it ſoon came into her 
Thoughts, that ſhe had dreamed ſomething not 
fit to tell him of; ſo ſhe anſwered, ſhe had 
dreamed of nothing ; but he 2 her with 
the Queſtion, ſhe ſaid, Did ſhe Dream? why, 
if ſhe did, ſhe could not remember it. But 
what Confuſion was ſhe in, when ſhe heard him 
tell her all the Particulars of her Dream, as 
fairly (almoſt) as if ſhe had told them her ſelf > 
Howevex, ſhe infiſted that ſhe knew no- 
thing of it; that if ſhe did dream, nothing 
was more frequent than for People to dream, 
and forget what they dreamt of, and ſo might 
ſhe; for that ſhe knew nothing of it, at the ſame 
time little thinking, nay, not _— what 
had happened, (viz.) that ſhe had been talking in 
her Sleep to her former Lover, with all poſſible 
Endearments, and had ſpoken to him of her Huſ- 
band with the utmoſt Contempt; and ſhe was 
confounded _ to have her Husband repeat 
= very Words which ſhe knew ſhe had dreamed 


Bu r her Husband, whoſe Paſſion drove him 
beyond all Bounds, was not ſatisfied with up- 
* braiding 
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braiding her with the Particulars, but told 
her, that ſhe had revealed them all her ſelf in 
her Sleep, and that ſhe had ſaid ſo and fo to 
him, upon his making little ſhort Anſwers to 
her; and offering ſome Queſtions, and that, in 
- ſhort, ſhe had betrayed her own Intrigues; from 
whence, he charged her openly with being Diſ- 
honeſt, and with that Perſon alſo, and that before 
her Marriage to him as well as after, alledging 
that it appeared from her own Mouth. Nor 
was he prudent enough to conceal the Thing, 
and to let it lie as a private Feud between 
themſelves; but he told it openly and pub- 
lickly among the Neighbours, and in almoſt 
all Company. But he had the worſt of the 
Quarrel, though he had the better of the Fact, 
and that by his want of Conduct too. | 

Txt Women's Wit, they ſay, never fails 
them at a Pinch , tis eaſy to imagine, that his 
Wife was in the utmoſt Confuſion at the diſco- 
of the Thing as it was, and eſpecially 
while ſhe was at a loſs to know which way he 
came by his Information, for though ſhe might 
eaſily have ſuppoſed that ſhe muſt have ſpoke 
aloud 1n her Sleep, yet as ſhe had never known 
her ſelf to do fo before, ſhe did not think of it 
at firſt, but thought he had dealt with the De- 
vil, and that he muſt have been with ſome 
Conjurer, who, as ſhe had been told, could, by 
the help of the Devil, firſt make People dream 
of what they thought fit to inje& into their 
Fs and then tell of it to whom th 
thought fit. 6-1 
IuIs filled her with Indignation at her Huſ 

band, for having, as ſhe affirmed, bewitched 
her, and employed the Devil to betray her into 
Miſchief, and then betray that Miſchief; 72 | 
© 
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ſhe reſolved to give him a home Charge upon 

the Subject, and threaten to bring him upon 
the publick Stage for Inchantment and Sor- 
Bu r he put a better Invention into her Head; 
for unwarily he threw it out, that he heard 
her talk in her Sleep, and that he ask'd her ſuch 
and ſuch Queſtions, by whiſpering in her Ear, 

and that ſhe anſwered ſo and ſo. 
Ix ͤ immediately occurred to her, that if this 
was all he had for it, he was but one Affirma- 
tive, and no Witnels in his own Caſe, and that 
her Negative might go as far as his Affirmative, 
that ſhe had no mare to do but to deny the Fact; 
that as to the Story of whiſpering Queſtions, 
and her anſwering them, the Pretence was a.No-, 
velty; and ſo ſtrange, that tho it might be true, 
no Body would believe it, eſpecially if ſhe 


9 


_ firmly denied it. 


Urox this ſhe began with him; told him, 
ſhe had perceived a good while his jealous and 
uneaſy Humour, — that he had laid a great 
many Plots and Deſigns to attack her Reputation, 
and all to find an Excuſe to juſtify his ill Uſage 
of her; but that her Conduct was ſuch before 
the whole World, that no Body would believe 
him; and that now he had dreſs'd up a Story 
between the Devil and him, to fix — 
upon her, if poſſible; but that it was an evi- 
dent Forgery of his own, with the help of his 
Witchcraft : And as the Story was it ſelf impro- 
bable, and next to impoſſible, ſo ſhe declared 
it was a Lie, and ſhe defied the Devil and 
him, they might both do their worſt, 

SHE gave him this ſo Roundly, and with ſuch 
Aſſurance, and told it alſo ſo publickly, (as he 
did his Story) that the Man began to find 1 
| | | "08 
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had the better of him; that People began to 


think her ill uſed; that he was only jealous of 
her, and that he had made this Story to blaſt 


her Character, and to juſtify his own Jealouſies; 
then as to the whiſpering Story, every Body 
ſaid it looked like a Forgery indeed, and no 
Body believed a Word of it, fort ſeemed impto- 
bable; ſo that the Husband began to talk leſs of 
the Matter than before, and was ſenſible that 
ſhe was too hard for him. bet! 
Bur the more he began to give out, the 
more furiouſſy ſne followed her Blow; for ſhe 
not only told her Tale, as above, but ſhe; em- 
ployed two or three Emiſſaries to hand it about 
among the Ladies at the Tea Table, and a. 
mong the Goſſips; and the Man, in a word, 
got ſuch an ill Name, that he was the Contempt 
of all his Neighbours. 110 
Non did ſhe End here; but ſne added her 
former Deſign to the latter: And, firſt, ſhe ſes 
parated from him at home, or, as tis uſually 


- 


expreſs'd, they parted Beds; in ſnhort, ſne told 


him, that it was reported there were Magicians 
and Fellows that dealt with the Devil, who 
they ſaid, by the help of Evil Spirits, could 
cauſe People to dream what and when they 
pleaſed, and - to talk in their Sheep, and that 
ſhe underſtood her Husband had been converſing 
with ſome of thoſe cunning Men, as they call 

them, in order to make the Experiment upon 


hex, by whiſpering Things in her Ear while 


ſhe was aſleep, and ſo making her Dream ſo and 
ſo, and then report, that ſhe talked of thoſe 
Things in her ſleep, in order to expoſe her. 

TRA therefore ſhe: would lie by her ſelf, 
for ſhe would not lie in Bed with one that 
would bring the Devil into the Room, ta ex- 


pols 
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poſe and betray her; that ſhe would have her 
Maid lie with her every Night, that ſne might 
have good Witneſs of her Conduct; but that 
ſhe would not truſt her ſelf any more to fl 
with one that would betray her to the Devil, 
and then to all the World, 
pots me not only told her Husband, but 
told it to all her Friends and Tea Table Emiſ- 
faries; and the Story was ſo plauſible in its 
kind, and was told ſo much to her Advantage, 
that every Body juſtify'd her Conduct, ſai 
mne was in the right, that ſhe could do no leſs, 
and that no Woman in her Senſes would ſlee 
in Bed with a Man who was able to do fl 
Things as thoſe, and that, in ſhort, it was all 
one as to ſleep with the Devil. | | 
Tus Man had no Remedy but to deny the 
Charge, and to ſay he never had any thing to 
do with the Devil, or with any ſuch People as 
Conjurers, Magicians, or any ſuch Sort of 
Folks, in his life. Butall that went but a little 
Way, for who would not deny it if they were 
the moſt guilty of any in the World; but the 
Woman vouched that ſo and ſo he had ſaid, and 


- - ſuch and ſuch Things he had pretended , that 


he could not do ſo without the help of the Devil; 
and that therefore it was not ſafe for her, by 
any means, to truſt her ſelf with him, et) 
5 Txvs the guilty Wife got the Victory over 
the innocent Husband, by the meer dexterity of 
her Wit, and the Conduct of her Allies, not 
forgetting the aſſiſtance of a Publick Clamour; 
the Man himſelf, at the ſame time, was not 
famed for overmuch Senſe or Conduct in this, 
or other Things, and therefore was the eaſier 
managed by a keen witted Wife. But the Infe- 
rence from the whole Diſcourſe comes in 1 
Ws | Adapt 
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adapted to the Argument which it {is brought 
to confirm, (viz.) that to love one Perſon, be 
it Man or Woman, and then marry another, is 
neither honeſt to the Perſon quitted, or to the 
Perſon married, but eſpecially not to the laſt, 
and more eſpecially not honeſt to the Perſon 
herſelf or himſelf; in a word, it is not an ho- 
neſt Marriage; for the engaged Affection isa 
juſt Impediment, and ought to have been de- 
clared and diſcovered at the Book, upon the De- 
claration appointed to be made by the Miniſter, 
as above, or before they came ſo far. 

As for the Succeſs of ſuch Marriages, the 
Bleſſing attending them, and what Happineſs 
is to be expected from them, it ſeems to be laid 
open in Part, in the little Hiſtory juſt recited; 
but tis really viſible to common Experience in 
almoſt every Age and Place in the World, I 
mean our Engliſh World. 

WraT Delight, what Complaiſance can 
there be in that Matrimony, where the Heart 
did not go with the Hand? where the Marriage 
may be ſaid to be made from the Teeth out- 
ward, and no more? where the Love is fixed in 
one Place, and the Bed made in another? What 
is this but a fraudulent Contract, a Proteſta- 
tion, with a deſign to deceive,” which, by the 
Way, is the very Eſſence of a Lye, and one of 
the worſt Kind too N N N 

War Complaiſance or Pleaſure in their 
Enjoyments of any kind, between the unhappy 
Couple, and how can it be called a fair Mar- 
riage ? Two ſwear to love, and at the ſame time 
know they neither do or can; that they 
neither deſire it or intend it, and they come to 
the Book, two Carcaſſes without Souls, without 
aſſent or conſent, but in meer ſubjection to 
'-- - Circum- 


— — — EE LS 


— 


192 J 


* 


Circumſtances enter into a horrid — z the 


Woman dragged by her old Grandmother, or 
her thundering and threatning Parent, becauſe: 
the Miſer can give her a Portion, or not give 
it her, as he pleaſes; can make her a Fortune or 
# Chamber-maid, a Lady or à Shoemaker's 
Wife. Under theſe Terrors and Obligations, 
me does as ſhe's bid, and 'marries any Body 
they pleaſe, let him have Wit, Senſe and Man- 
ners, or neither Wit, Senſe or Manners: As ſhe 
is pre- engaged, and her A ffections look quite 


another Way, the thoughts of this Marriage 


are her Abhorrence, her Averſion, and yet ſhe 


Mmarries bim. What muſt! we call this? Is .it 


Matrimony? No, no; it has nothing of Matri- 
mony in it but the Form; *tis all a Cheat ; 
they lie to one another when they repeat the 
Words; and they both know they do ſo, nay, they 
intend to do ſo; as to the Conſequence, you have 
it before, between Sir Thomas; and my Lady 
—— But as to the Fact, tis horrid in its 
Nature; they are but two Victims, I cannot 


indeed, in one Senſe, call them Proſtitutes; 


but they are proſtituted by the governing Re- 
Iations, brought together by the arbitrary Au- 
thority of thoſe that have the Influence over 
them: Here, ſays the old Father with a Jordly: 
Mir to his Son, take this young Woman to 


Church, and marry her; perhaps the Debate 


has been bettreen them befre about loving her 
or not loving her, and the young Man has 
told him poſitively, he hates her, or that he 
can't love her. But 'tis all ane, the old Man 

Vikes the Settlement, and tells him in ſo man 
Words, that if he won't take her, his Brother 
mall, and ee; his Eſtate tooꝛ—— 
Doe den t d eln 10 385\}5 
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I could name ſd many Examples of this kind, 
and give you an Account of ſo many Families 
ruined by it, that it would tire you in the 
reading. But give me leave to ſingle out one 
for your — which, though the Caſe was 
nearer home, you muſt allow me to place at 
ſome Diſtance, that the particular Families 
may not be marked out and expoſed. Suppoſe 
then the Scene in France, not far from a great 
City, not the greateſt but the greateſt City but 
one in the Kingdom: A certain rich Merchant 
had two Sons, and though he had a very great 
Eſtate, it was of his own Purchaſing, ſo that 
there was no Entail upon it, and he was there- 
fore at liberty to give it to which of his Sons he 
His eldeſt Son was a young Gentleman of 
ood Senſe, and a very agreeable Perſon, and 
is Father had beſtowed ſome Charge upon his 
Education, had given him learning and good 
Breeding, to | qualify him, as he ſaid, for the 
Life of a Gentleman, and, as he uſually ex- 
preſſed it, to make him know how to live agree- 
able to the Fortune he was able to give him; 
but withal, the Father kept him pretty much 
in Subjection; and the more, by making him 
always ſenſible how much it was in his Power 
to make him a Gentleman or a Beggar, that is 
to ſay, to give him an Eſtate, and make him 
live like a Gentleman, or turn him looſe in 
the World to ſeek his Fortune. | 
PARTICULARLY, the Father was often re- 
ting to his Son, how he expected that he 
ould conform himſelf to his Meafures in taks 
ing a Wife, and that if he did not, he would ab- 
ſolutely diſinherit him, and give his Eſtate to 
his younger Brother. 
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"WHETHER this abſolute Declaration of the 


Father, did not, in ſome manner, influence the 
Son, ſo as to create, with the averſion to the 


Tyranny of * kind of diſhke to every thing 


the Father could propoſe, I cannot lay 1 
haps there might be ſomething of that kind in 
it too, for Nature abhors Violence in Love. 
Bur however it was, this is certain, that 
when his Father propoſed a Match to him, he 
did it with an Air of Authority; told him, he 
had pitched upon ſuch a Family, where he 
knew there was a ſuitable Fortune; that it was 
a very advantagious Alliance, and that he had 
already diſcourſed with the Lady's Father, and 
he found Things were very well, and that 
every Thing would be to his mind, 'and 
2 he would have him think of marrying 
ET. | 13 g 
Bur, Sir, ſays the Son, will pleaſe to let 
abr be aj 
Wx, ſays the Father, what if you ſhould 


not ſee her till afterwards, there's no great 


Matter in that? I ſuppoſe you know it is in 
ſuch a Province, and {he will be ſent to Parts, 
(London) after the Contract is figned, and there 
you may marry her. a6] 

Son. What, muſt I marry her unſight, un- 


ſeen. 


Father. Why, didn't the King marry the 
Queen ſo ? Did not the Prince f marry 
the Lady ſo? Sure, you are not above 


ſuch People. | 
Son. But, S1z, they did not love them the 
better for that. | 
.- Father. What's that to the purpoſe ? Do they 
not live gloriouſly together? ite 


M 93 Son. 


TH l 
Jon. 1 cannot inen Sts, of mp ing by 
LM You are willing, 1 find, to give-me 


more trouble than you need. What, muſt I 
bring the Lady up to Town on purpoſe for you 
to ſee her, and ſee whether you like her? What 
Occaſion is there for that“ 1 aſſure you, like 
Her, or not like her, you ate like to take her, or 
Tony and I'ſhall differ —_—_ an Adele that will 

n. No ir,” P11 not give you or the 5 
that trouble; 11 go down: 10 c the ie Country, f 
you pleaſe,” and ſee her there, 

Father. And what then 7 

Som Then, Sir, II give you my Ae 

Father. Anſwer ; what dye mean by that? 
Jaſſure you, I ſhalf not come into your Notions, 
(viz.) of giving you a negative Voice; The Set- 
tlements are agreed on, and -are' ſufficient to 
make you both happy, and = make you live 
like a Gentleman afl your Do you think 
theſe are not infinitely of as Conſequence 
than what you call pleaſi ing your your looſe Fagey ? * 
J hope my eldeſt Son won't be a Fol. 
Son. Nay, Sir, if you in not give. me a 
negative Voice. 

Father. If I will 8 what then ? Why, 1 
will not, for I cannot; tis ridiculous for you to 
55 to Wy where ſuch a Fortune 1 1s let- 

ed on f Loaf | 


- 
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Fon. Nay, Sir, I cannot tell what to ſay; if 
you will have it be ſo, it — be 2 en 1 
_ not go indeed. | 


Uads this, an young Man yielded, and the 
— being finiſhed,, they were married by 

Proxy, as _ Men are; but the — 
was, that he went to another Lady whom he 
loved, and had been in love with for ſome 
Years, and letting her know the Diſtreſs he was 
in, they — together what to do; and 
the reſult was this, they went together, and 
were privately married, and the — e fairly 
conſummated, at leaſt a Month before the other, 
andy oonornen: by good and fubſtantial. Wit- 


Brew concealing, it entirely from his Father, 
be wickedly, 2 Rad married the other Lady 
too, in publick-; by which indeed, he obtained 
an irreverſible ement of his Father's Eſtate; 
fo that when it came to a diſcovery, his Father 
could not take it away again, or diſinherit 
1 the ne being fully and fairly er. 


| 12 was indeed grolly injured — 
abuſed, for hough ſhe was fairly married, yet 
he was not; and upon a long,” and to 12 
ſhameful Hearing, in a Court of Juſtice, the 
Arſt Woman was declared his lawfut Wife, only 
the other being left to take her Remedy againſt 

him at Law, which yet the would not do. 
Bur the Conſequence did not End here; for 
the Gentleman carried it ſo obligingly to her 
who he bad not loved, and managed ſo. dex- 
trouſly, with her who he had both loved and 
married, that he brought them to conſent to 
Poligamy, and they both lived with him, 7 
Se ; | t 


„ 


that in one Houſe too; he kept them indeed 
ſeparate Apartments, and different Servants, 
but they carried it very well to one another, 
and lived eaſy, there being a plentiful Fortune 
among them. | $3 
Bur even in this beſt Side of the Story, 
what a Complication of Miſchiefs was here? 
Here was Matrimonial Whoredom in the very 
Letter of it, and all intròduced by a force upon 
Affection, (1.) By the Father unjuſtly forcing 
his Son to marry a Woman he did not love. (2.) 
By the Son wickedly cheating his Father in a 
| ſeeming ſcandalous Compliance to get the 
Eſtate. (3.) By the Son again, baſely and injuri- 
ouſly marrying a virtuous Lady, impoſing him- 
ſelf upon her as a ſingle Man, when he was 
already married to another Woman. And, laſtly, 
by ** in open Adultery, and keeping them 


I could, as I have ſaid, load you with Sto- 
ries of this kind, I mean, of the forcing young 
People to marry againſt Inclination, and con- 
trary to ſecret Obligation, and eſpecially con- 
trary to mona ed Affections: But I muſt 
give you this Obſervation upon them, which, 
in effect, is equal to the repeating them, (viz.) 
that they would be almoſt every one of them 
tragical,z eſpecially if you will allow to have 
the deſtroying all the Comforts: of Life, and all 
the Enjoyment that could be expected in the 
State of iage, be reckoned tragical; which 
indeed I do allow, and every whit as tragical as 
cutting e den ror BTR 
_ To- croſs, the Affections of young People 
in Marriage, eſpecially where the propoſed 
Object is not ſcandalous or extreamly de- 
ſpicable, is, I think; a little ſynonimous ta 

| O 3 | Murther; 
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Murther; it is a wilful Violence upon the 
Mind, and that, I think, equal or ſuperior to a 
Violence upon the Body; it is a formal Ra- 
viſhment upon Virtue, and that in fo much 
the worſe a'manner, as it is done under the 
Form of Juſtice and Law, and is ſtill made 


worſe, in that it is without a Remedy. 


Ir Violence is offered to the Chaſtity of a 


Woman, ſhe has her recourſe to the Law, and 


ſhe will be redreſs'd as far as redreſs can be ob- 
tained. Where the Fact is irretrievable, the 
Man ſhould be puniſhed, and the Woman is 
protected by the Law from any farther Force 
upon her for the future. But here the Woman 
is put to Bed to the Man by a kind of forced 
Authority of Friends; tis a Rape upon the 
Mind; her Soul, her brighteſt Faculties, her 
Will, her Affections are raviſhed, and ſhe is 
left without redreſs, ſhe is left in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the 'Raviſher, or of him, who; by 
their Order, ſhe was delivered up to, and ſhe 
is bound in the Chains of the ſame Violence for 
her whole life. FEE 
Hol abuſe! Here is a ſacred Inſtitution 
violated, and, as I may ſay, prophaned; an un- 
Juſt Violence offered to Chaſtity and Modeſty 
on one hand, and to Honeſty on the other; 
who marries by the importuning Authority of 
the Parent, contrary to ſolemn and ſecret En- 
gagements paſs d to another, contrary to Incli- 
—_ and contrary to pre-ingaged Affections, 
and, at 6 * | 


co 
Is not here a Matrimonial Whoredom ? I 


think, if it allows any alteration in the Word, 
it is for the worſe, and itſhould rather be called 
a-Matrimomal Adultery. Nor is it very unu- 


ſual for theſe Sorts of Matches to be pleaded as 
#1201130 > IJ 
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Excuſes for all the wicked Excurſions which are 
made after Marriage, either by one Side or 
other : The Man hangs about the Woman he 
loved before, follows her even after he is mar- 
ried to another; tells her, ſhe is the Vife of bis 
Affection, the other is only his Wife in Law, and 
by Form; that he is ſtil} faithful, and has re- 
ſerved his Heart for her, though he has given 
his Hand to the other, who he is cruelly bound 
to call Wife. | | 

IT. 1s not long fince we had a publick Ex- 
ample of this, and that in the higheſt Claſs of 
Dignity, and where the Lady inſiſted upon her 
being as lawful a Wife, and as * Virtuous 
as the fairly and openly married Poſſeſſor; and 
even in the very Article of Death, refuſed to 
acknowledge it a Crime. But I would not, I 
ſay, bring Examples too near home, where they 
are publickly known, nor revive the Miſtakes, 
which ſhould rather be buried in the Grave 
with the Perſons miſtaken. +. 

Focixs to marry, is, in the plain Conſe- 
quences, not only a forcing to Crime, but fur- 
niſhing an Excuſe to Crime; I do not *fay, tis 
a juſt Excuſe, for nothing can be a juſt Excuſe 
for an unjuſt Action; but tis furniſhing a 
plauſible Pretence, to ſuch Perſons eſpecially, 
who were but indifferently furniſhed with Vir- 
tue before, to Juſtify the Excurſions of their 
Vice: Now as a Man who is forced by any undue 
Reſtraint to enter into Obligations of Debt, 
__ Bonds, "Judgments, and ſuch like Acknow- 
edgments, meerly to obtain his Liberty, ſhall 
plead that Force in Bar of any Proſecution up- 
on thoſe Obligations; and the Law will allow 
the Plea, eſpecially where the Debt alſo is 
juſt ; ſo theſe Men * the Breach made up- 
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on their Inclinations to juſtify the Breaches 
they make upon the lawful Reſtraints both of 
Human or Divine Laws, but with not the like 
Juſtice 1n the Plea. | 

_ IT, was a very unhappy Dialogue between a 
young Gentleman, and a neighbouring Clergy- 
man, which I lately came to the knowledge of 
upon this very Subject, and which being much 
to the ſame Purpoſe as my preſent Argument 
points out, may not be improper here. 

THe young Gentleman had been dragged into 
ſuch a Marriage, as Ibave juſt now mentioned, by 
the poſitive Command and Authority of à rich 
Uncle, who had a great Eſtate to give, and who 
had fixed upon his. Nephew as his next Heir, 
being his Brother's. only Son; it ſeems: this 
Uncle had declared, he would make the young 
Man his Heir, if he married to his Mind. 
THE young Gentleman was too wife not to 

oblige his Uncle in every thing he could; but 


in this of Love he was very unkindly croſs'd 


by the old Man, and indeed very unjuſtly too. 
The Caſe, as I received the Account, was as 
follows : | | 
THERE was a young Lady in the Neighbour- 

hood, who the old Man had propoſed to «his 
Nephew to marry; and her Friends being con- 
tent to treat about it, the Terms of Eſtate and 
Settlements were 1 between them, and the 
Writings were ordered to be drawn; for that 
Lady had no inconſiderable Fortune neither 
in 5 mean time, the Gentleman was admitt 
to wait upon the young Lady, (and, which does 
not often fall out indeed, Where the Choice is 
made firſt by Grandfathers and Uncles, as was 
the Caſe here) they agreed; liked one another 
mighty well, and it went on even to loving one 
— WY another, 
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another, and that violentlv. In the mean time 
ſomething preſented it ſelf with more Fortune, 
and the Uncle takes upon him to change his 
Mind, impoſing the change too upon his Ne- 

hew, and ſo breaks off the Match; obliging 
Rim to go and wait upon a new Miſtreſs, and 
this without ſo much as a Pretence of any other” 
Objection, than that of a larger Portion offer- 
ing in another. The young Gentleman was 
exceedingly diſguſted at the Propoſal, and uſed 
all noflible Arguments with his Uncle, and em- 
ployed all his Friends to perſuade him to let 
the firſt Match go forward, as it had been car- 
ried on ſuch a length, that he could not go off 
with — or — — - himſel * 
oung Lady and ing mutually e ed in 
Aﬀettions as well as Interefts, wiſe": 
Bur the old Man was inflexible and arbi- 
trary, would not hear of any Reaſons, / but 
would be obeyed; and as for Affections, and 
ſuch trifles as theſe, he ſlighted them to the laſt 
Degree, as things of no — at all in 
the Caſe: Well, the young Gentleman had no 
Remedy; he was obliged, though with infinite 
Reluctance, to abandon his Miſtreſs, a Lady of 
Merit and Beauty, Fortune and good Breed- 
ing, and every thing agreeable to him; and 
turn his Eyes where his Uncle directed, with- 
out any regard to all theſe, or to his own Incli- 
nation. But he did not do this without ac- 
quainting the Lady with the Force that was 
ut upon him, and letting her know his un- 
appy Circumſtances; offering to relinquiſh 
all the hopes of his Uncle's Fortune and Fa- 
vour, and take her at all Hazards, But. her 
Friends would not agree to that; nor would 
the conſent without her Father, for then _ 
44 might 
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This being the 
: mutual Aſſurances 
Affection, and of a farther Union, 
the Uncle could be brought to any com- 
ET this was not all, for now the Uncle 
es the new Match to him, and ſends him 


have been both 
ed, but w1 


how 
if 


ever 


to wait upon the Lady. He had, with great 
difficulty, . complied with the old Gentleman in 
the quitting the firſt Lady, who was Miſtreſs 
of a thouſand good Qualities, as well as of a 
good Fortune. But when he came to this new 
propoſed Creature, his Stomach turned at the 
very Sight of her: She was not deformed in- 
deed, but far from handſome; ſhe had neither 
Wit or Manners, good Humour or good Breed- 
ing, PRONE of Body or beauty of Mind, — 
ewas every way diſagreea t 
ſhe had a vaſt — & 2 
How®EvER, the Uncle, that was as Arbi- 
— the Negative before, was as Tyrannick 
in the Affrmative now; and without troubling 
vou with the many Diſputes between the Un- 
cle and the Nephew, npon that Head; his En- 
treaties, his humble Petitions againſt the 
Match, declaring (as he himſelf ſaid) to his 
Uncle, that he had much rather be hang d; yet 
he obliged him to take her, and take her he did, 
being loth to laſe an Eſtate of near Two thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year, beſides Money, and, which 
was worſe, having no other Dependence in the 


Ar res he was married, that is to ſay, cou- 
pled, for he often declared twas no lawful Mar- 
age, but a Violence upon him; he made as 

bad Husband as any Woman that knows ſhe 
beloved for, and — 
an 


* 
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Jr For being thus tyed to the ſour Apple 
ree, married to his Averſion, and ſeparated 
from the Object of his Affection, he abandoned 
himſelf to Company, to Wine, to Play, and at 
laſt to Women, and all kinds of Exceſs. n 
A Pious and Reverend Miniſter, not of his 
Pariſh, but of a neighbouring Parifh, and of 
which the Gentleman was Patron, frequently 
took Opportunities to talk ſerioufly to him 
upon the ſad Subject of his extravagant Life, 
and with a Chriſtian plainneſs, tho? with de 
and reſpect too, eſpecially as he was His Patron, 
he often preſs d him to take up, to reform, and, 
at leaſt, to regulate his Morals. © '*- © 

Tae Gentleman took all his Admonitions 
in good Part; but told him in ſo many 
Words, twas hi 


was as promiſing a young Fellow as any in the 
Country, till his Uncle rained him, by forcing 


him to marry againſt his Will; Forcing him 


to abandon a Lady that he loved, and whoſe 
very Example added to the Influence ſhe would 
have had upon his Affections, was enough to 
have kept him within Bounds all his Days; and 
then he related all the Circumſtances of his 
Match, as I have related them above. 

Ix vain the good Miniſter urged the Chri- 
ſtian Arguments of Duty, the Command of 
Go p, the Scandal to his Perſon, the Ruin of 
his Fortunes, and all the other Arguments 
which Religion and Reaſon furniſh fo fully on 
ſuch Occaſions. His Anſwer was, What can I 
do; I have no Retreat, my Family is a Bedlam ; 


T have” no Body there to receive me but a She- 


Devil, always raving, and always —_—_— ö 
| ; taat 


% 
% 


Man hates her when he takes her, could er 


s Uncle had ruined him, Soul 
and Body; that he had a fober Education, and 
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that is neither quiet with Maſter or Servants; 
ar even with her ſelf, that has not one 
Feature to render her agreeable, or one good 
Humour to render her tolerable? To be at 
home, ſays he, is odious to me, but to dwell 
there is intolerable; the Family is to me an 
Hoſpatal to look into, but would be a Jayl to 
be confined to. Had I married the Woman I 
loved, ſaid he, I had been as ſober as I had 
been happy. _ | | | 

Bur, Sir, ſays the good Man, Religion is 
not to depend upon relative Circumſtances, and. 
we are not to ſerve Gor, as we have, or have 
not a comfortable Family. 

TRAr's true, ſays the Gentleman. But who 
can be religious in Hell? Who can think of 
Gop, or any thing that is good, when he is 
87 to Converſe with every thing that's 

* | 

Sucx things are very afflicting indeed, ſays 
the grave Divine ; but Afflictions Thould — 

ide us to Heaven, than drive us from it. I 

ve heard 1t ſpoken of in jeſt, That a bad 
Wife will lead a Man to Heaven. 8 
. AND I ſpeak of it in earneſt, ſays the Gentle- 
man, that mine will drive me to the Devil. 
O, Sir, ſays the Miniſter, being greatly troubled , 
to hear him talk at that rate, do not on 2 I be- 
ſeech you; you ought rather to conſider it as 


an Affliction, and humble your Mind under it. 
But running out into Crime is heaping up Mi- 
ſery, and making bad worſe. n 
',, Way, what can Ido, Sir? ſays be. Who can 
tye himſelf down to his mortal Averſion? 
Tarxx are many Chriſtian Methods, ſa 
Mini er, which you may apply your ſelf 


the 
to, 
81 


N ir, 
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Sir, to make the Burthen lighter to you than it 
ſeems to be now. 

War are they, ſays the Gentlewan; I don't 5 
ſee into it; tis impoſlible to help me, unleſs 
ſome Miracle would intervene to deliver 
me. 

© Fas, Ves, ** the en; Conn er there 

Ways : Pray to Gop, as you oat Church 

for your Enemies, that he would turn her 
Heart. 
Tux her! fps the. Gentlemen Pray to 
Gop to give me Courage to turn her out of 
ng and take in that bleſſed Creature 1 
ov | 

TxaT cant be now, Sir, ſaid the Minifer, 
you muſt not pray to Gop to allow you to Sin 
ne cho” ger le agb ſhall I 

ny then, ſays ughin Pra to 
Gop to ſend the Peril foe het! 5 | G 
Tur good Man could hardly forbear rail 
at the ſhon, but recovered him- 
| 1015 and ſaid Your ſmile tells me, Sir, you are 
ſpeaking i in Jeſt; ſo, I ſuppoſe, you dont ex- 
pet I ſhould anſwer that Queſtion. F Jart 

I know not what to ſay, it's half in 
half in Earneſt. If it ſhould be fo, I don't 
know how I ſhould be Hypocrite enough to 
cry for her. 

Six, ſays the Minifer,, I beg of you let us 
talk o nothing Prophane z you know we are 
to pray for our worſt Enemies. 

Nay, ſhe's my worſt Enemy, that's true, 
ſays be; but I can't promiſe to pray for her, and 
I'm fare I can never forgive her. 

War fo, Sir, ſays the Divine, JOE are aan 
commanded to 2 ; | 


Bur 
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Bor not to forgive her, 7 cs be, becauſe 
never ſays, I repent, as the 
Brother -muſt do, ar elſe Fa am not av to for 
give him. | 

Bur, Sir, "Jays the Divine „on miſtake the 
Text; ou are bound to fri your Enemies 
upon Penalty of not being forgiven, and 
|| in the Cd the Condition of bis Repent- 

1 ance is not include. 

1 I don't know, ſays the Gentleman, your Dei 

| trine Sr! but I can't promiſe that I 

| can obſerve the Rule; tis not in the Power of 

| 8 to bear the Weights it is 3 

<< Ahle. 

1 Bur, Sir, ſays the Minifter, there is no ed 
T7: | torun out to Fn — and Immoralities, n 

iff of a diſa recable Wife. 

[| Str, Jays the Gentleman, there's — to go 
dhivad a a Man can't tay at home. 
I beg, Sir, | ſays the good” Reprover,' you'll con- 
ſider whether reforming rue W would not re- 
form your Wife. 

I dont know as to that, 77 the Gentlewan ; 
but what if at ſhould, I os id be perhaps a 
little more quiet, but not at all more happy. 

How do you mean? Sir, Jays the mien i 
don't underſtand that. | 

Way, what ſignifies reforming her, ſay + the 
Gentleman; T hate her. If ſhe was as delt ious 
as a Nun, and as holy as an Angel, it 4 7 d 8 
the ſame thing; ſhe is my Averſion 

Now you * * the Matter, . 
the Mini ſter, and the Truth is out; you for 
then change your Work, and inſtead of praying 
| f:r your Wite, pray for your ſelf. 
| WHAT can 1 pray for, ſays the Cankmen 


1 7 . _ Says. 


[ 207 ] 

_ - Saxs the good Director, pray to Gop to turn 

_ Averſions into a | Aﬀection to your 

ife. 

WHrarT, ſays the Gentleman, mult I to 

_ ene the Devil. N 
No, Sir, but to make you love your Wife; 

and if you lov'd her as you do her you loſt, you 

would not ſee half ſo any Faults in her * 

you do now. 

Ir is not to be done, ſays the Gentleman, TY 
againſt Nature. Was ever any Gentleman in 
love with a Monſter ? I might pray to G0 
indeed, to metamorphoſe her, to turn the Devi 
into an Angel, Deformity into Beauty, Black 
into White but I have no Rule fet me to au- | 
9 3 ed, 1 * 

O are ſadly exa t Ir, 1 
Wife, fays che ee with 22 ir 
Air. Why ! I have ſeen your Lady; ſhe is no 
Monſter, no deformed Perſon, no Blackmoor z 
tis very ad to — talk — 

No, no; though the's far from a Beauty, ſays 
the Gentleman, yet ſhe's no Monſter, Idon't mean 
{o ; but ſhe's a Monſter in her Condition; ſhe 
how a deformed Mind, a black Soul; there's no» 
thing in her but what would oblige a Man to 
hate her. 

Lo don't love her, ſays the Mini ſer, that's 
the greateſt Misforuune of it all. | 

No, no, that's true, I don't love her to be 
ſure, ſays the Gentleman, who could ? 

Ir is a dreadful thing, ſays the ſerious good 
Man, y on ſhould marr NY Lady of Fortune, 
and * ſuch an Averſion to her. Tou muſt 
of neceſſity, Sir, repent of it, and reform 1 it, or 
it may Ruin you for erer. 


Nay, 
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Nay, Sir, ſays the Gentleman, I have repents« 
ed enough, 107 that will help me; I have re- 
rom the firſt Moment. But as to re- 
pan? 1 . know what to ſay to that. 
Way then, ſays the Mint fer, you have ru 
ined your ſelf Gop help you, all you to 
change your Thoughts. 28 T9. 
No, na, Sir, replies be, etwas my Uncle 
ruined me; he knows it by this time; he mur- 
thered me; he ſuffers for it, I doubt not, be- 
fore now. I am undone indeed, but 1 had no 
F 2 * — * 
Bor, Sir, : ſays ini ſter, e to 
conſider the — of Life y — 
"Theſe Things are ſad, and J lament your — 
dition heartily. But a. bad Wife 1s no excuſe 
for a bad kate: 2 2: | 
I tell you, fays the See theres. no liv- 
ing a good Life with her, ſo I fhould be damm d 
if L ſtayed at home; for I muſt be always fight- 
ing and raging; 1 muſt live as ſome Drunkards 
do, with their Heads always hot. 0 can my 
at home with the Devil?. aft 1-7 
Boy r, Sir, ſays the Mini ſter, even living 3. 
broad, as you call it, you need not live an im- 
moral Life; there are Gentlemen who have 
diſagreeable Families, that do not preſently . 
lt out into Excelles of Vice and Imoiora- 
it v. 
WAT, ja ſays the deln, about Wamen, 
you mean, T1uppoſe that's all. 


Bur. that is Adultery, Sir, ſays the Minifer, 
which 3 is a dreadful thing to be thought of. 
Wu as to that, ſays the —— my Uncle 
5 5 anſwer for it; he made me commit Adul- 
tery, I could not help it. 
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I don't underſtand how that can be, Sir, ſays 
the good Miniſter. rs . 

- Way, twas all Adultery ; the very Mar- 
age was but a civil Whoring; twas all Adul- 
Y from the beginning; I was a married Man. 

ares: 5; - rat voip - | 
Ax, Sir, ſays the Mini ſſer, there muſt be 

more in that then by a great deal than ever I 
underſtood befor © | 
No, nothing more than you knew too; I 
fay, *twas a Civil "Adultery, a Matrimonial 
Whoredom, to marry this Woman; for I be- 
. . to another Woman, our Souls were mar- 
ried; we were united by the ſtricteſt Bonds of 
Faith and Honour; 'twas all breaking into the 
Rules of Juſtice; and the ſtricteſt Obligations 
that it was poſſible to lay upon one another; 
'twas all Perjury and Adultery of the worſt 
Sort. That old Wretch, my Uncle, made me 
an Adulterer, and?tis but the fame Sin conti- 
nued in. | | 

| You really fright me, Sir, ſays the Minifter: 
Why, this is a terrible Caſe : How could your 
Uncle force you? And why did not you declare 
at the Book, as you ought to have done, that 
vou knew: à lawful Impediment why you 
ſhould not be joined together, for that you were 
firmly engaged to another, and the other to 

ou; I dare {ay no Divine of out Church would 

ave married ou. 

O, Sir, there was a Reaſon for that too, ſays 
tbe Gentleman, a Reaſon that no Body could 
withſtand; a Reaſon enforced with an Eſtate of 
two thouſand Pounds a Year; and the Reaſon 
all in the Power of a Tyrant, deaf to all Rea- 
ſonings but that of Money; in ſhort, there's 
the Reaſon that has n me, and that made 


— 
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an Adulterer of me, What ſignifies it what I do 
now ? 1 
IIS a difmal Caſe, Sir, ſays the Mini ſſer; 

but I beſeech you to conſider the Crime is not 
to be continued in and encreaſed; and if you 
ſinned in Marrying, you have the leſs need to 
fin after Marriage. All evil Courſes are to be 
repented of, and broken off. 

Hexz the Miniſter, went on ſerious, like 
himſelf, and made very earneſt Applications to 
him to change his Courſe of Life. But as that 
Part is remote from our preſent Purpoſe, I omit 
the repetition. Thus far is ſuited to the Caſe 
before me, namely, the miſerable Conſequences of 
Marriages entered into contrary to pre-in _ 
Affections; forced Matches made by Re 
tions, for the meer ſake of Money, without re- 
gard to the Obligations that may be ſubſiſting 
at the ſame time, and without to the 
Affection and Inclination of the Parties con- 
cerned. Who can call ſuch Matches lawful 
Marriages? And what is the ſubmitting to 
them leſs than a Matrimonial Whoredom ? 

As to the Matrimony that paſſes amon 
Princes, Kings, Emperors, and ſuch like, as 
ſaid at ey ſeem to me to be rather Alli- 
ances and Political Agreements than Marri- 

in which the Conjugal Affection is not 
conſidered as a material, or not as the moſt ma- 
terial Part. The Love of Princes is managed 
in a higher and 2 ag Way; it ſeems to be 
a Conſequence of that Marriage, not a Cauſe or 
Reaſon of it; and, for ought I know, as it is not 
often ſo extraordinary as in private Perſons, ſo 
it is not ſo very often quite wanting; the Dig- 
nity and Quality of the Perſon has a t In- 
fluence upon their Behaviour, and, if they * 
2 | ally 
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ally have not abundance of Love, they often 
carry it as if they had an Exceſs of good Hu- 
mour and Complailance, which makes up a ſome- 
— almoſt equivalent to Love; and they are 
not ſo miſerable in the deficiency as meaner 
People are. | 
HowEveR, they have their Unhappineſſes 
too, and as they are not without their Uneaſi- 
neſſes, when the want of a mutual Affection 
breaks out, and gets the maſtery of their Civi- 
lities; fo, on the other hand, where an entire 
agreeing Affection meets in Perſons of that 
high Rank, how ſuperior 1s their Felicity to 
that of other People! How glorious” is their 
Peace! How beautiful the conjugal Figure! 
How happy is the Life of ſuch a Pair! 80 
great an Addition is a mutual Affection to the 
appineſs of Life, even in Perſons of the 
higheſt Rank; it adds a Luſtre to their Glory, 
and is, notwithſtanding all other good Circum- 
ſtances, the brighteſt Beam in all their illuſtri- 
ous Enjoyments. Such was the Life of two 
glorious Siſters, the late Queen Mary, and 
— Anne, of whom it is ſaid; and I never 
heard it contradicted; that they were entire 
Miſtreſſes of their Royal Conſorts Afﬀections, 
Queens of their Hearts, enjoyed a compleat 
conjugal Felicity, and furniſhed back the ſame 
Joy, making full Returns in kind. Nor is it 
the leaſt Part of their Fame. But then it may 
be added to both theſe happy Couples, and 
which yet confirms'what Iam arguing upon, 
that they ſaw and loved before they married. 
They neither courted by Pictures, or married by 
Proxy; their Princes came over hither to view, 
chuſe, and approve, and then married the Per- 

ſans they as z they — in Perſon, and hy 
2 
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I think, all ſhould do that expect to enjoy in 
Perſon.” | 
How happy 1s it, and how good has Provi- 
dence been, in directing human Affairs, that 
Matrimonial Love is a common Bleſſing! that 
the moſt perfect Enjoyment, and that which 
alone compleats all Enjoyments, and finiſhes the 
Happineſs of Life, is an Encloſure laid open 
by the merciful Diſpoſition of Heaven, for all 
his Creatures to ſhare of ; and the meaneſt ho- 
neſt Man, who is not preſs'd with Poverty, is 
oftentimes as compleatly happy, and always as 
capable of being ſo, as the greateſt Prince, I 
mean, as to his conjugal Happineſs. | 
_- SUITABLE Society is a heavenly Life. Take 
a viegy of Family Diſorders; Houſhold Strife 
and Content ion, and join but to theſe the Ma- 
trimonial Vices I ſpeak of, and you make the 
Houſe a Hell, where Rage and Crime conſtitute 
the Place, and where the Flame burns without 
conſuming, though not without encreaſing; and 
where the Offences encreaſe the Puniſhment, 
and the Puniſhment encreaſes the Offence. But 
we muſt - 
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CH AP. VII. 


Of unequal, unſuitable, and prepoſterous 

MARRIAGES, and the unhappy Conſe- 
quences of them. Of the Effelts they 
have upon the Family Converſation, 
How they occaſion a Matrimonial Whore- 
dom many Ways. Alſo ſomething of 
the Marriage Covenant and Oath; and 
how all the Breaches of it are à Poli- 
tical and Matrimonial Whoredom, if 
not a Literal Whoredom; with ſeveral 
Examples. 71 


H E Contract between a Man and 
Woman, which we call the Mar- 
riage Covenant, is mutual and re- 
ciprocal, the Obligations on either 
Side are equal, and the Weight 
they carry with them is equally 
obligatory. What Inequalities there are in the 
coming together, ought to be conſidered be- 
fore-hand; and the want of conſidering thoſe 
Inequalities before-hand, is that of which I 
complain: Theſe Inequalities, in ſome meas - 


P 3 ſure, 


- = Sw 
ſure, deſtroy the End of Matrimony , and if 
they do not make it void, yet they rob the Par- 
ties of the ſocial Comfort of a married Life; 
and ſome indeed entirely deſtroy thoſe Comforts 
themſelves. | 

Ir any Man ſhall tell me, thoſe Inequalities 
may be made up by prudent Condu& on both 
Sides; that no Man muſt expect a Life of per- 
fect ſuitability z that Tempers, Opinions, Paſ- 
fions, Defires, Averſions, Ends and Aims, ſhould 
all agree; and, above all, that even where they 
claſh and diſagree, yet there is no abſolute nece!- 
ty that they ſhould interrupt the felicity of Life, 

e Matrimony a kind of Damnation, the 
Houſe a Bedlam, and the Converſat ion a Hell, 
a State of Strife, Raye, Fury, and eternal Con- 
tention. All this I grant. | 

Bou r if Py ſhall add, that therefore theſe 
things are Trifles, are of no Moment; that they 
are not worth interrupting. the other Views of 
Matrimony, and that they are to be referred to 
after Diſcretion on both Sides. He that ſhall 
talk thus ſeriouſly, all I can fay to him is, I 
am ſorry for his Head. It is true, that Pru- 
dence will go a great Way towards reconciling 
unſuitable Things; and Chriſtians will learn 
by the Chriſtian Law to abate on both Sides, 
forbearing one another in love. 

Nax, Fll go farther : Continual Jarrings in 
Families ſometimes find a Time of Truce, and 
the Husband and Wife, like two Combatants, 
wearied with Blows, lic ſtill and take Breath. 
But alas, what is this! *tis but to recover 
Strength for a more furious Rencounter; the 
lucid Intervals being over, the Fire rekindles ; 
the Paſſions break out and burn with the more 
Force, the Rage is redoubled ; and we may as 
= - : | . O 
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of ſuch, as the Scripture ſays in another Caſe; 
The laſt End of thoſe Families is worſe than ths 
Beginning. | 299 

TRE Inequalities then, and unſuitable Things 
from whence theſe Feuds take life, and are 
kindled up to a Flame, are far fem Trifles; 
the Fire of houſhold Strife burns #6 the loweſt 
Hell; tis an unquenchable Flame; tis kindled 
in Trifles; that may be, and is often true. 
But thoſe Trifles ſet the Fire, and nothing but 
a Wiſdom, more than is generally to be found 
in human Nature, can extinguiſh it. I 

THzse unſuitable Thin then, ought with 
the utmoſt Precaution, to be guarded againſt, 
ſearch'd for, ſhunned and avoided, in our firſt 
Thonghts about Matrimony eſpecially if we 
have any Views of Felicity in a married State, 
For here all future Unhappineſſes of married 
 Mortals begin. | 

TAxk it Matrimonially; take it as it is 4 
Partnerſhip, for Matrimony it ſelf is but a 
Partnerſhip, though tis not a Partnerſhip in 
Trade, tis what is ten thouſand times more 
folemn, tis a Partnerſhip in Life; a Part- 
nerſhip of Souls, they are embarked in the lame 
Ship, they go the ſame Voyage, and, give me 
leave to ſay, they ſwim, they fink, they are 
happy, they are miſerable, they are poor, they 
are rich, juſt as they agree, or not agree; Love 
or Hate, are united or not united; they go on 
hand in hand, and have but one Fate; they riſe 
and fall, are bleſt or cursd, nay, I believe I 
might add, (with but few Exceptions) they are 
faved or damned together. 1 colds: 
Nox let this be cenſured for ſuch an extra- 
vagant Expreſſion as · it may ſeem at firſt Sight, 


for if it be a nece Conſequence of Family 
* P 4 , Diſorders, 
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Ziſorders, that the Paſſions are in a general 
Diſorder on both Sides, by mutual Provocati- 
ons. (And how is it poilible to be otherwiſe.) 
How then can it be, but that they muſt Sin to- 
gether, muſt provoke one another to all thoſe 
Offences which naturally attend an enraged 


Mind, an envenom'd Spirit, and a Soul imbit- 


ter'd by outrageous U ſage. 

- HENCE proceed vile and provoking Words, 
bitter and cutting Reproaches, undue and in- 
decent Reflections, horrid Wiſhes, Imprecati- 


ons, Railing and Curſing; till, in ſhort, they 


puſh one another on to the Gates of Hell, 
and need no Devil but their own ungoverned 
Rage, to thruſt them in. J 

ALL this, and more, if more can be thought 
of, is the Product of Inequalities in Matrimo- 
ny, unfuitable Matches, a joyning Things to- 
NK that will not, and cannot joyn; as I 

id. * may be tyed together, but cannot 
be joyned, joyned but cannot be united. Such 
Marriages are to me little leſs than a Sentence 
of Condemnation to à perpetual State of Mi- 
ſery. The Man or Woman thus married, is 
ſentenced as the Romans ſentenced Nero to die, 


More Majorum, that was, to have his Head put 


into a Collar of Iron, or kind of Pillory, and to 
be ſcourged to Death; they are condemned to 
be tyed together, and to be worry'd-to-Death. _ 

To marry two Perſons together that are of 
contrary Diſpoſitions, unſuitable Tempers, 
diſproportioned-Years, and the like, is like the 
Way of puniſhing Male factors in Per ſia, viz. 
tying the living Body to a dead Corpſe, till the 


_ rotting Carcaſs | £00,008 the living, and then 


7 


they rotted toge 
| LET 


— 
1 9 


firm} A 
Lr thoſe then that eſteem thoſe Inequali- 


ties to be Trifles, and that think the hazard 
nothing but what _y be ventured upon , let 
1 


them, I ſay, ruſh on like the Horſe into the 
Battle: But let them remember *tis with So- 
lomon's Fool, Ianguam Boves, like an Ox to 
the Slaughter, and knows not that it is for 
his Life. 1 
Hous gol p Strife 1s a terreſtrial Hell, at 
leaſt, tis an Emblem of real Hell; *tis a Life 
of Torment, and without Redemption. Ma- 
trimony 1s an irreverſible Decree, tis a Grave 
from whence there is no return; nothing but 
the King of Terrors can open the Jayl; and 
*tis then but an even lay between the Man and 
his Wife, who goes out firſt, and if when the 
Jaylor comes, the Devil comes with him, *tis 
ut one to one who he calls for, nay, if they 
have lived the Life I ſpeak of, as is very pro- 
bable, they way even do what they never did, 
that is to ſay, agree for a Moment, and go to- 
gether. N 
Wnar then can the Man or Woman be ſaid 

to be doing, that ventures upon Matrimony with- 

- out ſtudiouſly conſidering and conſulting the 
Suitabilities that offer in the Caſe, without ſit- 
ting down and judging ſedately, at leaſt from 
what is apparent, what may probably be the 
Caſe afterwards? If they are ſenſible of their 
own Infirmities, let them calculate for them. 
ſelves, as doubtleſs any Man or Woman might 
do, what will be their Caſe : As every one that 
looks into his own Conſcience may, if he will 
be impartial to himſelf, make a Judgment 
his eternal State, ſo every one that will look 
into their own.Temper, and 1mpartially compare 
it with the Circumſtances and Diſpoſition of 
| the 
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the Perſon they are to be married to, may make 
a tolerable Judgment of what their Condition 
will be after Marriage ; and accordingly they 
may and onght to venture, or not to ven- 
ture: A venture it is at-beſt, becauſe after you 
have done your utmoſt, you may be miſtaken, 
may be deceived, and, after the utmoſt Cau- 
tion, ſome unſuitable Things muſt he. expe&- 
ed: You muſt expect Difficalties, and to have 
many Things to ſtruggle with, an Exerciſe for 
all your Virtue, all your Self-denial, all your 
Temper , as long as Fleſh and Blood is a - 
poſition of Contraries and inconſiſtent Hu- 


mours, there will be ſomething always left to 


our Patience, to try your Chriſtianity, 
— — being conſidered, makes it « 
more needful to uſe the utmoſt Precaution in. 
the Choice. l 
Fam not going to give Directions here how 
to ſearch into theſe unſuitable Things, how to 
judge of them, and how to diſtinguiſh Tem- 
rs; that would be a Work too voluminous 
this Place ; But one general Caution may, 
for ought I know, if well followed, be as good 
as a hundred Sheets of Paper filled with Words. 
of leſs Signification. The Caution is ſhort, 
and eaſy to be underſtood, whether it be eaſy to 
be put in Practice or no, that you muſt judge 
from your ſelves. It is, in few Words, this: 
Study well your own Femper firſt. 2 
How ſhall any Man or Woman know whe- 
ther the Temper of the Woman or Man they. 
are about to marry be ſuitable to them, and 
y concur to their fature Felicity, if they 
not firſt know their own? I remember a Gen- 
tleman of Quality and Fortune who courted 
2 Lady a dong while, and their Fortunes _ 


Fas} 

all other Circumſtances agreeing, they were at 
laſt married; while the Matrimony was des 
pending, he happened to be talking with ano- 
ther Gentleman, who was his Intimate, and 
who knew the Lady; and he was congratulat- 
ing himſelf, if I may be allowed ſuch an Ex- 
preſſion, upon the good Proſpect of his Affair 
and the Felicity which he promiſed himſelf i 
his Match; the Fortune, the Wit, the Beauty, 
the good Humour of the Lady he was Court- 
ing; to all which the other Gentleman gave 
the Aſſent of his own Opinion, from a long 
Acquaintance in the Lady's Family, and with 
Her Perſon. | 

Bur, after all, ſays the Gentleman who 
courted this Lady, there's one main Thing re- 
mains which I cannot come at, and upon which 
almoſt all the reſt depends. 

WRA can that be, ſays the other Gentleman; 
I think there's nothing in the Lady but what 
may make any Gentleman happy. 


Wr, ſays the firſt Gentleman, I cannot learn 


any thing of her Temper. ; 
O, ſays the other, ſhe is of a very good Tem- 
mY | 


ay ſays the firſt, when ſhe is Pleas'd, ſo, 
they ſay, is ſomebody elſe; but I want to 
ſee her Angry. Pray, did you ever ſee her 


An ? | 2 

RE: I have ſeen her Angry too, ſays bis 
rieud. 

Wer, and how was ſhe then, fays be. Is 

the a furious little Devil when ſhe's pro- 

voked ? * 


Nav, ſays bis Friend, thats according as the 


Provocation is. Every Body ts ſubject to Pro- 
yocation, and all People have Paſſions. 


AX. 
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Av, ſays the courting Gentleman, but is ſh& 
not apt to be angry, ſoon provoked, a little Pot 
ſoon hot. | | 

War, ſays bis Friend, if ſhe wem, ſhe is ſoon 

cold again, that I can aſſure you, and the good 
Humour returns again immediately, 
+ WELL, ſays the fir, with a Sigh, pray Gop © 
ſhe be not a pathonate Creature, for if ſhe is, 
we ſhall. be the unhappieſt Couple that ever 
came together. | 

Wavy ſo, ſays bis Friend. | | 

War, ſays the firſt Gentleman, becauſe I know 
my own Temper too. 182 1 

Your own Temper, ſays bis Friend; why, 
what is your own Temper ? I ſee nothing in 

our Temper but what the Lady may be very 
Ml -:; 

I be you don't, ſays the Gentleman, but 
Ido; I tell you, I am a pallionate fiery Dog, 
and I can't help it; a Word awry, the leaſt un- 
| Kind or provoking ſets me all in a Flame im- 
mediately, like the Lineſtock to the Cannon; 
I fire off as ſoon as I am touch'd, and make a 
Deviliſh noiſe... + | 

You jeſt with your ſelf, ſays bis Friend; but 
I don't take you to be fo bad as you repreſent 
your ſelf. | | 

TRAr's becauſe you don't know me ſo we 
as I know my ſelf, ſays the Gentleman. 1 
WII, well, ſays bis Friend, if you are hot 
together, you will cool together. 1 
TxarT's imall ſatisfaction to me, ſays the 
(ations, becauſe I can't promiſe it of my 
Side. | 6655 
Bur Ill. promiſe you on her Side, ſays his 
Friend, that one kind Word will cool her 


* 


221] 
again immediately, and then ſhe's all Good- 
neſs and Sweetneſs in a Moment. - | 
Ax, ſo a Word or two will cool me, ſays the 
Gentleman. But who will yield to give the cools 
ing Word firſt, there's the Difficulty. 

AY you muſt, ſays his Friend, tis your 
Place; tis the Man's Place you know, always 
to ſubmit to his Wife. | | 

I can't anſwer for my ſelf, ſays be, I know I 
am apt to be very hot. 8 
AND what will you do then? Jays bis Friend; 
you ſhould have conſidered this before. G 
Nay, ſays be, I muſt venture now, tis too 
late to go back. | 
So, upon the whole, they did venture; and 
two Pieces of Wild-fire they were; and, in a 
very few Months after their Marriage, the Ef- 
fects of it appeared in a manner hardly fit to 
be repeated; and all this only, becauſe when 
it was conſulted and diſcourſed about, it was too 
late to go back, ſo that, in a word, the Gentle- 
man had as good not have conſidered it at 
all ; for conſidering after tis done, is no conſi- 

dering, 
IT is remarkable, however, in the Diſcourſe 
above, that the Gentleman's Concern about the 
Temper of the Lady he was going to marry, 
was occaſioned chiefly from a conſcious Know- 
ledge of his own , and this was the Reaſon of 
my telling his Story. For if we would make a 
right Judgment of our own Diſpoſition firſt, we 
ſhould- the ſooner ſee whether we ſhould: be 
ſuitably match'd to the Perſon propos'd; it as 
not indeed the eaſieſt thing in the World to 
know the Humour and Diſpoſition of one ano- 
ther, eſpecially not in a Month or two, of a 
Durting Converſation ; yet as all Judgment * ; 
G .'Y | that 
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that kind ſhould take its Riſe from the Knows 
ledge of our own Diſpoſition firſt, it becomes 
every one to ſtudy well their own Temper, and 

to learn to judge impartially of themſelves, 
which, by the Way, is not the eaſieſt Thing in 
the World to do. 
To may know whether you are of a com- 
plying, yielding, abating Temper or no; whe 
her you can bear Provocations, and make no 
return till the Heat is over, and then admoniſh 
Calmly; or whether you are full of Reſent- 
ment, Furious, apt to take Fife, and long a 
quenching ; whether you are Rough or Smooth, 
Tender or Harſh; in a word, whether your 
Temper is fit for another to bear, or able to 
bear with another as unfit to be born with as 
your own : From our own Tempers thus im- 
partially judged of, we might very often, I do 
not fay always, determine and chooſe for our 
ſelves with Succeſs. $35 
Bur now, to bring this down to the Caſe be- 
fore me. What muſt we ſay of that Matri- 
mony, which is concluded in ſpite of all the 
Knowledge and Diſcovery, either of the other 
4 ng emper, & * our 2 Le is 4 
on by Appetite, by the Guſt of Inclination, 
A View che Outſide only, without conſults 
ing any thing but the Face; without inquiring 
into the Qualifications, the Temper, the Hu- 
mour, the Capacities, or any of the Decora- 
tions of the Mind. What 1s all this but a meer 
vitiated Defire, a Corruption, and, I may ſay 
a depravity of the Judgment, without Senſe of 
- FW irtue, or value for the Accompliſhments off 
"the Soul; in a word, what is it but a Matri- 
monial Whoredom ? wy 


AN O 
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Axp what are the Conſequences ? And how 
do theſe Conſequences prove the thing? namely, 
that when the corrupted Guſt is ſatiated, when the 
firſt — — _ wr — begin ie par oo 
together, then they begin to Repent andRepin 
they ſee an End of their Happineſs juſt win 
other People find the Beginning of theirs. Ina 
word, the Man and the Woman remains, but the 
Husbandand Wife are loſt; the Con junction holds. 
but the Union is loſt; the Marriage is fixed an 
faſt, but the Matrimony is gone; in a word, 
there's the Whoredom without the Matrimony: 
the vitious Part without the virtuous, the humid 
without the ſublime ; there's the married Cou- 
ple without their Souls; their Affections are 
no more united than the Poles, and like the 
living and the dead Body I mentioned juſt 
now, they are only Bound to one another, that 
at laſt they may Rot together. 
Hon Matrimony! horrid diſcording 
Tempers, raging Pathons, outrageous Words, 
hot fiery Breakings out of ill-natured, bitter 
and ſcandalous Refle&ions, theſe ſum up the 
Family Converſation between them: ' Theſe 
form the Felicity that they have to expect: 
Theſe are the Productions of hot-headed, unſuit- 
able Wedlock; of marrying without Thought, 
taking a Woman purely for a Woman, or a 
Man meerly to have a Man; in a word, ſuch 

ing is, in my Senſe, no better or worſe 
than a Matrimonial Whoredom. 

Now, as I ſaid in the Beginning of this 
Chapter, the Obligations of the Marriage Co- 
venant or Vow are mutual and reciprocal; the 
Band is equal, the Burthen is equally divided g 
And this is it that makes the diſcording Tem- 
pers, the unſuitable Circumſtances of which 2 

. ; . Am 
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am now entring upon the Particulars of, ſo fatal: 
Marriage is a Yoke, ſo it is very well repre- 
ſented, in which the Creatures yoked are to 
draw. together, If they are unequally yoked, 
what is the Conſequence? the Plough not 
forward, the weak Horſe draws all the Load, 
and is. oppreſsd, and, at length, both ſink to- 

ther; the Family is confuſed; the Affairs of 
at are at a Stand; the Family-Peace is deſtroy- 
ed; the Intereſt of it neglected; and, in a 
. word; all goes wrong, till at laſt Ruin breaks 
ing and both the unhappy Creatures are loſt 
and deſtroyed tageth er. 
an em the Caſe, the Inequalities and 
Unſuitables of Matrimony! are far from bein 
Trifles, that are to he diſregarded and et 
on, unleſs by ſuth-People to whom it is in- 
different, whether they live happy or no, and 
that can be as happy with an unſuitable Match 
as with a ſuitable one: I know there are ſuch 
Kinds of Peaple in the World; whoſe very” 
Souls are indolent and afleep;. who receive no 
Impretions of Grief or Joy, Pain or Pleaſure, 
and whoſe Minds are, as it were, perfectly paſ- 
ſive in Life; unconcerned in whatever happens 
to them, that neither look before them or be- 
hind them, one Way or t'other, but riſe in the 
Morning to 15 to Bed at Night, riſe up on pur- 
poſe to fit down again, and ſit down only to 
riſe up. Theſe are indeed fit to marry in this 
manner; they gxe the Family of the Eaſy 
Ones, and to mend tis all one to be happy or 
unhappy, bleſs'd or unbleſs'd, quiet or unquiet; 
— Frowns are all one to them as Smiles, and bad 
Words as good; they neither Taſte the ſour or 
the ſweet; the Muſick of the Viol, or the 
Seraping of a Kettle, is alike to them, r, 
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ien not between Good and Evil. 
A A 


III can ſay to ſuch, is only this, that at pre- 
ſent T am ot talking of 9 or to them; 1 
am rather directing my Speech to the rational 
Part of Mankind, who aim at a Happineſs in 

this Life, and underſtand what it means; who 

deſire to live like Men, and like Chriſtians, 
and know how to. do. ſo and, for this very. 
Reaſon wonld match themſelves with- ſuch, 
and ſuch only, as have the like juſt Notions, -- 
and underſtand what a Life of Enjoyment 
Wee Fob « OS, | oy $ E 4 8 
To thele, I ſay again, that all 1 75 es 
in a ſtate of Marriage, are as ſo many Wounds 
in the Body, which, if left to Nature, will 
feſter and 1nflame, and, at length, mortify, 
and be fatal; at beſt they require a great deal 


of Surgery, Plaiſtering, and; haps, Open- 
ing — Lacie to 95 N acc 


but are abundantly better and eaſter preve 
than cured, be the Skill ever & great: In 1 
all Inequalities are Diſeaſes in Marriage, and 

all Diſeaſes are beſt cured by Anticipation ; 
for, as the Learned ſay, Errors in the firſt Con- 
coction are not rethedied in the ſecond but 
the ill Digeſture affect all the natural Opera- 
tions, till at laft- it reaches the Blood and 


n neee Di. 
es. : 


. To conclude Let all thoſe that expect Feli- 
City in the married Life, that have the leaſt 
View beyond the 5 of the 3 a 

on any thing in Marriage beyond. the 
bridal Bed; I ſay, let them ſtudy” to Match 
with proper and equal Circumſtances,” with 
Perſons, as near as poſſible, ſuitable to then 
ſelves, and that in a * of FO 
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1 ſhall give the detail in the next Chapter, 
Whether my Advice be of Weight or not, 1 
refer to what follows. _ 

I am told, in the oo Moment of writing 
this Head, that to talk of Inequalities and Un- 
ſuitable Things in wn: ue. is too general; 
that tis an Amuſement only, and Nes no 

ht into my Meaning. A young Man mar- 
ries a Wife, his Thou hes are to be ſure upon 
havin a futtable B ellow, a pleaſant, agree- 
able, handfome Woman, to bin himſelf, and 


to ſport with. What do we tell him of Tne- 


ties and Unſuitableneſs? he knows no- 
dr of it; I muſt explain my ſelf. 

Ix obedience to the Tgnofaiice of the Ob- 
jeder, and ſuppoſing it the Senſe of the Times, 
T ſhall « 155 my ſelf accordingly: And firſt, 
I grant, that youn . now act juſt as 
the Get is ſtated; they marry, get a 
Fortune and a Bedfellow, a7 that is all ay, 
trouble themſelyes about. The Caſe is excel- 
lently well  expreſs'd by my Lord Rocheſter : 1 | 


"4 With 4 KE Lale 10 Wit, The Wiſe, 3 


"« En Lan 4 E nos Ll 
b, E 1 8 Ari, to Clo 


1 SAT 1 f, hr um 1 much of the Caſs 


before me; nd mp is that makes ſo much Ma- 


trĩmonial 5505 in the World: This is the 
is eryEſlenceof the Crime lam proving pamety's 
that the. married People look to the Coxcomb's 
aer ; pot to thereal Comforts of a marriedLife, 
Enjoyments of the Night, not the Enjoy- 
5h Fike ay ; to what's reſent, not what's 
and While they do ſo, no wonder we 

n desafbr Fainily-Dotdge as We have 
in 
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in the World. Such Strife, ſuch Breaches; 
fuch Family-Wickedneſs! While the End for 
which the one and that kind of vitious 
Love which, brought them together laſts, they 
run out in their wicked Midnight Exceſſes one 
Way; and when that Love is cool'd, the viti- 
ous Flame quenched, the Fire extinguiſhe 
there being no ſolid Affection antes” upon 
Virtue and true Merit; they run out into their 
Day-light Exceſſes another Way; I mean, jar- 
ring, ſcandalous Contention and Diſcord. 
Thus. the firſt Part of Life is Matrimoniat 
Whoredom, and the laſt Part Matrimonial 
Madneſs. * MAE "I 
Bux all this, I think, tis apparent that, 
next to Virtue and Religion, Suitability is the 
only ſolid Foundation on which the Conjugal 
Felicity is grounded; and unſuitable Matches 
ought, to be avoided with gur utmoſt Care. 
And that I may explain my ſelf at large, and 
becauſe theſe unſuitable Things are too many, 
and have, too great Obſtrudtions attending 
them to be contained 1n_a_ general Defint- 
tion, and more than at firſt Sight ſeems pro- 
bable, take them in the following Particulars, 
all of them really inconſiſtent with the Feli> 


1. Unſuitable Tears. „ 
2. Unſuitable in Quality... 

3. Unfuitable Eſtates 

4. Unſuitable Temp een 

5. Unſuitable Principles of Religion. 


Or all theſe I ſhould ſpeak: diſtinctly, and 
employ diftant Chapters 1 ſome of them; nor 
would it be remote to 29 eſign of this Work 3 

2 o 
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do fo upon all of them, butIftudy brevity; and 
Lam very far from having a barren Subject be- 
fore me; I have rather more Matter than can 
be brought into the Compaſs I have preſcribed 
to my ſelf; yet Things muſt be explained as I 
go, and pectally becauſe they all tend to 
make the married Life unhappy though they 
may not be all equally fatal. Pll run them over 
therefore, 1n a 1 Way, for the preſent, 
the Perſons guilty will have room enough to 
enlarge in their own Reflections ſeparately, and 
as it ſuits their Caſe ; for the ſcandalous Ine- 
qualities of ſuch Marriages as I aim at, are too 
many; no Man will ſay, there is a want of 
Examples. | 

Nos are the Inequalities of Matching, as 
they are now — eſpecially by the Ladies, 
of 10 light a Conſequence, and fo inſignificant 
as ſome would make them; and let but the La- 
dies reflect a little upon the melancholy Cir 
cumſtances of ſome of their Sex, who warm'd 
thus by the ſecret Heats of Nature, which they 
have afterwards been ſenſible of, they have 
thrown themſelves away in the ſcandalous man- 
ner Ihave mentioned, with what SelF-Reproaches 
have they loaded themſelves, when they have 
ſeen themſelves in the Arms of Scoundrels and 
Brutes, who, at other times, they would have 
loathed the Thoughts of, and who they live to 
abhor with as compleat an Averfion, after theſe 
unhappy Heats are cbol'd, as ever they did be» 
fore, But of this in its Place. | | 


: 


 £ 


HAT. N 
Of Marrying at Unſuitable Tears. 


l i true, that the Laws of Matrimony 
2 have not preſcribed us to Tears ex- 
GS cept in the Caſe of Infan andChild- 
hood, and the Reaſons for that are 
| obvious; but, as is mentioned befor 
where the Laws. are Sent, there the gen 
Rules of Reaſon and Religion take Place, and 
are Laws to Chriſtians and to Men of Reaſo 
as is the Caſe of our Limitations in Meats an ne 
—_— 5 are not limited or directed to 
* or how much we ſhall eat or 
Kink ; at I Exceſſes in either are ſinful; ** 
fo all ſcandalous and indecent Things among 
Chriſtians are ſinful and nalawfut; and the 
Rules of Decency and Sobriety have. certainly 
the Force of Laws to thoſe who profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, as much as if they were ex- 
preſaly mentioned in the Decalogue it ſelf. 
\ Now to rs Decuney At reſpect 7 
the ears in Perſons marryin 
think Le n. need go no farther than to bring it 
down to the original Word, Modeſty, of w ich 
I took notice in the Introduction; an * I think, 
this may: paſs for a that what can't be 
Modeſt is not Decent; or, if you will, trans 
Pole the Particles is and can, and read it thus: 
wy” That 


8. 4 good Report; and upon comparing 
with what 
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That what 1s not Modeſt cannot be Decent. 
If then Chriſtians are to do Things of good 
Report, certainly Ho not Decent and not 


Modeft, are forbidden them. How the Practice 
of our modern Chriſtians in this particular Ar- 


ticle are either Modeſt, Decent, or of good Re- 


Fort, enquire within, and you ſhall know far- 
er At | 


Ir is the Opinion of ſome, that after there 
is no more room to expect Children, it is not 
lawful to marry. Nor are the People who are 


of this Opinion, the looſer or weaker-Part of 


Mankind, but the ſerious, ſolid and religion 

as alſo Perſons of Judgment and Learning, an 
they ground it upon this very Text, Phil. 2 
is 
is expreſsly mentioned in the Office 
of Matrimony, namely, that the principal End 
of Matrimony, as an Ordinance or Inftitution 
of Gop, is for the lawful Procreation of Chil- 
dren. Now to what End then, ſay they, is 
Matrimogy, when the Perſon, that 1s, the Wo- 
man in- particular, is paſt Child-bearing ? All 


the reſt can be nothing bet what is not fit to 


name. The Office of Matrimony indeeds adds, 
that another Reaſon of Matrimony, is to pre- 


vent Fornication, Remed. Amoris. 


Now if the married Couple are paſt Chil- 
dren, one would think too, it ſhould be time for 
them to quit the other Plea ; and then let them 


tell us, if they can without Bluſhes, whether 


they have any Plea for Matrimony, that does 
not come within my Title, vix. ConJugal Lewd- 


neſs, or Matrimonial Whoredom ? There are 


many ſcandalous Things might be ſaid upon 


this Süpjeck, but I turn it all another Way, 
and had rather mention it by Way of Queſtion; 


let 


ning of the Queſtion. 


123101 
let the Parties anſwer it, if they can, with- 
out Breach of Decency. I dare ſay they will 
find. it difficult; and yet there may be more 
Modeſty in the Anſwer, than there is in the 
Thing it ſelf too. 

Surrosz the Lady to be about. Five and 
Fifty ;. and the Gubliion i is firſt put to her, Whe- 
ther ſhe has any room to expect Children, or 
whether ſhe thinks it poſlible, in the ordinary | 
Uſage or Courſe of Nature, that ſhe ſhould have 
any Children? And this Lady marries, whether a a 
younger Perſon than — ſelf, or not, tho that ĩs 
ordinarily the Caſe; but ſuppoſe for the preſent, 
not.a young Man, becauſe I ſhall ſpeak of that 
Part by it ſelf. Now what can be a 2 del or 
modeſt Reaſon for this Matrimony ? or if we 
ſhould ſay to this Lady, Pray, nay: n 26 
you marry what could ſhe 

To lay ſhe married: in hopes of 
that could not be; tis forecloſed 


in the Begin — | 
Io ſay ſhe married * one to look hes her 
Tay that could not be; that's forecloſed too, 

ſup her to be 1 in good Gir 
Ef to _ er Eſtate all ſettled and firm. 
Jo ſay ſhe does it to ayoid Fornication, Mo- 
ef. ſhe is Miſtreſs of any, will forbid her 
talking in that manner. 

Suk has, indeed, nothing to fy, but to | 
Bluſh and look down; to * e that ſhe 
did it to gratify (as the Poet expreſſes it mo- 
2 a rite Fart; in ſhort, ſhe ought to 
far, t ſhe married meerly to lis | with: 
| Pg And is not this Matrimonial. Whore- 
dom? If 150 what then muſt it be called; and hy 
what Words, that will nat ane cw | 
ſelves, can we expreſs itt: 
| Q 4 Sort 
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Sorrost the Lady to have no Occaſiom to 
better her Fortune, her Circumſtances bein 
very good, and indeed, in fuch Caſes they el 
dom better their Fortunes, but worſt them. 

Su pros her to have no want of a Steward 
or Manager, her Eſtate being a Jointure or Fee- 
Farm Rent, paid her Quaterly, or Intereſts of 
Stocks, or any other Certainty that takes thoſe 
Excuſes from her. f | 

SupPosE her to have no Occaſion for ad- 
vancing her Equipages or Retinue, or her ſplen- 
did Way of Living; for theſe, and ſuch as 
theſe, are uſually made Excuſes for all thofe 

ſcandalous Things, and much dirty Pains are 
taken by the guilty Ladies, to cover the Action 
from the juſt Reflections which the World caſts 
upon them. But when they are examined to 
the Bottom, tis evident, that, as the Prophet 
Tſaiab ſays, the Covering is too narrow, the 
- Nakedneſs will appear. | | 
FS... * fo, comme cloſer fo, the 2 =_ je 4 
Lady of or fixty Years of A e has 
had Childre, in her younger Years: but has 
left Bearing for ten or twenty Years, and is 
| not the Probability only, but even the 
oll:bilty, according to Nature, of Bearin 

any more. But this Woman caſting her 
tiated Eyes upon a young Fellow of twenty- 
Kve or thirty Years old, perhaps her Ser- 
- vant, her Book-keeper, or her late Husband's 
- Steward, or ſome meaner Perſon, ſhe prone 
takes Care to let him know, that he may be 
| © mitted, if he will puſh at it. The young Fel- 
Io takes the Occafion, and, making his eaſy 
- Intezeſt, ſhe marries him. . 
_ Is any Man is diſpleaſed at my calling this 
by the Name of Matrimonial — 


__ FL 
him find a better Name for it, if he can, and 
tell me, what I ſhall call it, that is ſaitable tg 
the Thing it ſelf. If it is not lewd and ſcan- 
dalous, nay, open declared Lewdneſs, what elſe 
muſt it be? what elſe can it be? I remember 
the Excuſe a certain antient Lady gave for 
ſuch a Marriage, had more Craft in it, tho per- 
haps more Truth too, confidering it Allegort- 
cath” than moſt of the lame Extenuations 1 
Da Madam, ſays, a neighbouring Gentle- 
woman, her Relation, to her, I hear your Lady- 
ſhip is reſolved to marry; I cannot ſay. I be- 
lieved it, for indeed I did not... 
| Way, Couſin, ſays the Lady, for ſuch the 
was, why ſhould you not believe it? 
Nax, Madam, ſays fie, becauſe for your own 
ſake. I would not have it be true. 

War, Couſin, ſays the Lady, why would you 
not CY 5 j kg , ? - 
O, Madam, ſays the Coufin, you live ſo purely 
to be ſo eaſy, ſo happy, ſo free, as „ me | 
thinks you cannot think of coming into Fet- 
ters again. | 7 
Bor, Couſin, _ ſays the Lady, I am nct fo 
'eaſy as you think I am, | | 

* Madam, ſays the Couſu, what can be 
more happy? why, you have nathing to trouble 

ou, and no Body to controul you. An 
WII, Couſin, ſays the Lady, no more I 
won't, if I for I am reſolved to take a 
young Man, that has his Dependence upon 
me, and I am ſure to preſerve my Authority 
„ Madam, ſays the Conn, pra. OD you 
don't find your 2 miſtaken, 9 


generally meet with. 


How 
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Ho can I be miſtaken, Couſin ? ſays the 
Lady; why, I take him with nothing; I ſhall 
make a 8 of ** F 2 2. 
Ax, Madam, tho ou do, ſays the Couſn, 
T have known fo 55 Lade Felge bb 
Tyrants, and domineer and inſult their Bene- 
factreſſes, that I can never think of any thing, 
but of being betrayed and ill treated, when I 
r T. 2 
" Waar, ſays the Lady, when one raiſes them 
from a Beggar, ag 8 
Tis all one, Madam, ſays the Couſin, when 
once they get to Bed to their Miſtreſſes, they 
never know themſelves after it; they know no 
Benefactors. _ | r 
- Weir, I muſt venture it, I think; why, 1 
can't live thus, ſays the Lady, .. 
_ Live thus! Madam, ſays the Couſn; why, 
don't you live as happy as a Queen? 18 
_ ALas, Couſin, you don't know my Caſe, 
fays the Lady; I am frighted to Death. _- 
Fx1GHTED, Madam, with what? ſays the 


Con in. | | | BA 
Fot know 4 ſays the Lady, tis the 
Devil, I think; ever ſince Sir Villiam died al- 
moſt, I have been diſturbed in my Sleep, either 
with Apparitions or Dreams, I know not which. 
They haunt me to Death almoſt, 
Wray, Madam, ſays the Conn, I hope Sir 
_ Filhan don't Walk. r an 
No, I think not: But, I think, I ſee him 
every now and then, ſays. the Lady, and ſame- 
times another Shape; t is Sir Villian, I think, 
e ͤ wo? £4 
Wu Ar does he ſay to your Ladyſhip? Does 
he offer to ſpeak? ſahe the Conn. 


* 
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No, ſays. the Lady, Sir William did not, but 
the other Appearance ſpoke to me, and frighted 
me to Death: Why, he asked me, to let him 
come to Bed to me; and, I thought, he offered 
to open the Bed, which waked me, and I was 
_ een dead with the Frihlt. 
O, Madam, ſays the Couſin, then it was but a 
Dream, it ſeems, it was not the Devil. 
No, it was a Dream; but it was the Devil, 
to be-ſure, ſays the Lady, for all that. NS 
WII, but Madam, ſays the Couſin, if it was 
the Devil, what Will a Husband ſignify? ? 
War, ſays the Lady, I can't bear to be alone 
in the Night, and be thus terrified, 
Wu v, Madam, ſays the Confin, will a Huf⸗ 
band, and ſuch. a one as you propoſe, be able 
to drive the Devil away? I Morde your Wor 


man lies with you; ſhe is as able as he for ſuch 
a Thing , that is to ſay, ſhe will be with you, 
and call for help, if need be; and he can do 
no more. * 1 
I do not know what to do, Couſin, not T, 
ſays the Lady, but, I think, I muſt have him; 
DF Mind is ſo diſtracted I, ſhall never be 
Nav, Madam, ſays the Confin, then tis that 

makes you Dream ſo, it may be. * 
No, no, Couſin, ſays the Laly, dont have 
ſuch Thoughts on me,-pray. 
Leo the whole, her Couſin found what De- 
vil it was haunted her Ladyſhip; ſo ſhe confeſſed, 
at laſt, that the Lady had 0d Reaſons for mar- 
rying; but then ſhe argued warmly againſt her 
taking the young Fellow; and after reckoning 
up 2 Feat many Gentlemen in the Neighbour- 
ood, the preſs'd her earneſtly not to marry be- 
| Way, 


* r 
K 
8 2 
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Way, Madam, ſays the Couſin, a Gentleman 
will always be a Gentleman, and will treat you 
as you deſerve, like a Lady, and like a Perſon 
of Diſtin&ion ; but a Scoundrel knows not how 
to uſe a Lady well, when he has her. | 
WELr, but Couſin, who would lay you out 
for me then ? ſays the Lady. ; 
Way, Madam, ſays the Couſin, there's your 
Neighbour, Sir Adam — — | 
Fix, Couſin, ſays the Lady, how can you 
talk ſo? Why, he's an old Man; Ill never take 
a Man older than my ſelf | 
Wir, Madam, ſays the Couſin, when we are. 
ung, we always ſay, the Man ſhould be at 
leatt ten Years older than the Woman. x 
Ax, then; Then was Then, but Now's Now, 
Couſin, Why, ſure, you don't think ——- 
What ſhould I do with an old Man almoſt- 
ſeventy? | | 
Nax, Madam, ſays the Con ſu, I don't know 
what your N ke any Man, old 
or young, for; I think you are perfectly happy 
as you ate; but if you don't like him, there's 
Sir Fobn , he is younger than your Lady- 
thip by ten Years. | | 
I wonder at you, Couſin, ſays the Lady; 
why, he is a ſickly, decaying Gentleman; he is 
troubled with T know not how many Diſtems, 


No Diſtemper, Madam, ſays the Couſin, but 
the Gout. | | 
Wert, the Gout, ſays the Lady, that's e-. 
\ noughy I have no mind to be a Nurſe, I aſſure 


you. 
dam, and will your Ladyſh 


Wrrr, Ma ip have 
| — young Fellow then ? I profeſ, tis Randa 
. | us OS 


Way, 


THEE 2 
Way, I think I muſt, Couſin: He is a hand- 
fom Jolly, brisk Fellow* ſays my Lady; I cans 
not ſay but T like him. _ 
Nay, if you want a brisk young Fellow, 
Ja s the Cot . 
don't ſay, I want him for that. But what 
would you have me take, a Skeleton? | 


_ Tazxx is a long Part of the Dialogue ſtill 
behind, in which the old Lady confeſs'd ſome 
Things, in Confidence to her Couſin, which, 
though extraordinary well to my Purpoſe, will 
not ſo well bear reading; and therefore I omit 
them. But, in a word, the Lady took this young 
Fellow, and ſhe was as Unhappy with him as 
could be imagined ; ſhe ſettled Two hundred 
Pounds a Year upon him for his Life; and, in 
a word, he broke her Heart; and he lived upon 
it afterward, till he anticipated the Income of 
it, fold his Life in it, ſpent the Money, and 
died in Jail; all which he richly deſerved, for 
he was a Brate to her, however brutal her mar- 
rying of him was. * . N 
Now what was all this but Matrimonial 
Whoredom ? ſhe married him for nothing more 
or leſs but the meer Thing called a Bedfellow ; 
and he took her to be her Servant, to give it no 
worſe a Name, and to have a Settlement of 


— 


Two hundred Pounds a Year for his Pains. 12 


Bur we have groſſer Examples than this, 
and that near our own Days, and within our 
own Knowledge. A certain Lady, and of a 
great Fortune too, at the Age of fixty-four 
not many 29h ago, took into her Service, as 
may very juſtly call it, a Young Ty nan o 
four and twenty, a handſom, jolly Gentleman, 
who might have had Wives enough, and 255 

| | : = 


. 
able to himſelf, and ſuch as might have made 
him happy, having a tolerable Benefice, which 
he lived comfortab 1 CE... 1 
Bur Avarice, and the View of enjoying ſeven 
hundred Poundsa Year, a Coach and four, with 
all the Addenda that a Man of Senſe knew 
well how to Comfort himſelf with, prevailed 
with him to tye himſelf down to the ſour Ap- 
ple Tree, and he ſubmits to the ſervile Drudgery, 
and marries her. | 
AND here the Conſequence fell hard on the 
Man's Side. Firſt, ſhe grew unſufferably Cove- 
. tous, and ſo Narrow, that, keeping her Revenue 
in her own Hands, ſhe hardly allowed him Ex- 
nces for his daily Subſiſtence : In the next 
Place, ſhe was jealous of him to a kind of Mad- 
neſs and Diſtraction; and, in a word, he was 
forced to threaten to leave her, and turn her 
on, again, before he could obtain any tolerable 
Uſage. 4 1 
f Now what did this Lady marry for ? What 
retence could ſhe poſſibly make for it, but 
this Matrimonial Whoredom that I ſpeak of? 
It is hardly poſſible to aſſign any other Reaſon, 
at leaſt, that will ſupport it ſelf, or that any 
one can defend. She lived perfectly eaſy, had 
her Friends about her, the Eſtate was in her 
own hand, and ſhe wanted no help to look after 
her Rents; for it's apparent, after her Marriage, 
ſhe did it without him. 2 
Ix ſhort, tis evident the End of that ſcan- 
dalous Match was viſible to the World; there 
could not be one modeſt Word ſaid for it; at 
lealt, that could carry any Weight in it; 
and the Town have uſed her accordingly; for 
the is the Reproach of all Company, the Scorn 
and Scandal of her Sex, the Talk al | 


_ 
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Tea Tables and Aſſemblies round about; the poor 


Prudge, who ſhe has taken into pay, is pitied 


by every Body ; and the Town where he lives, 
It is doubted, will make a Bonfire, when ſhe 1s 
leaſed to walk off, and congratulate him by 
all the Methods ſuitable to the Senſe of his Des 
liverance. | e 
Wurx an old Man of ſeventy of eighty 
marries a young Girl of twenty, we have ge- 
nerally ſome Game among the common People 
about it. But here, there may not be ſo much 
room for Scandal, becauſe it has often happen- 
ed, that Men have had Children at a very 
ent Age; and there may be extraox.inary Rea» 
ons for them to deſire Children; as particu- 
larly forjthe enjoying Eſtates, to which they 
have no Heirs. But be the Reaſons what th 
will, the Thing is unqueſtioned becauſe lawfu 


and the having Children is poſſible; fo that 


the great End and Reaſon of Matrimony 1s 
not deſtroyed. © | pI 
Bur what ſhall we ſay when two antient 
People, the Woman Children, and the Man 
alſo ; What do theſe join together for? And 
which of the Ends of Matrimony are to be 
anſwered in their Conjun&ions? I obſerve, the 
World are.generally reconciled to thoſe Matches 
becauſe of the Parity of Circumſtances; and 
they ordinarily expreſs themſelves thus; Well, 
let them marry, there's no great diſproportion 
in their Age; ay, ay, why ſhould they not 
marry ? they are very well match'd, the Man's 
almoſt Threeſcore, and the Woman is not much 
leſs, they ll do very well together; ſo there's 


little or no Scandal rais d here, I mean, in the 
5 of the common Cenſurers of ſuch 


hin 
* Bur 
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Bux I differ from the common Opinion here 
exceedingly ; and I mult ſay, that, in my Opi- 
nion, this is as much or more, a Matrimonial 
Whoredom than the other. The Reaſon is the 
ſame; the Occaſion of Matrimony is the ſame, 
with this difference notwithſtanding, and to the 
Diſadvantage of the latter Caſe, for that, in 
the firſt Cale, the lewd Part lay wholly upon 
the Woman, here it lies upon them both: 
where the old ny married the young Man, 
the Matrimonial Whoredom could lye only on 
her Side; but here the equality of Years makes 
an equality of Guilt, there was a ſingle 8 
here a double; and I am much miſtaken,” 
two being guilty makes the Offence leſs. than 
- WrAarT can two People at thoſe Years ſay 
for marrying, ſeeing they know they can have 
no Children? It muſt be for. the frailer Part, 
which it is not my Buſineſs to name; and *tis 
6: only contrived, in a manner, leſs expoſed to the 
common Scandal of the Times; the Woman 
has her wanton Ends anſwered, without the Re- 
proach of taking a young Fellow to Bed to her, 
on the Account mentioned before, and only is 
content to ſleep with an older Bedfellow, to 
avoid the Scandal. 
Bo r there is a worſe Caſe in this ſcandalous 
Matrimony yet behind, and this is on the 
Man's Part, a flagrant Example of which take 
as follows: 1 B-—, a ors Citizen, 
and in the flouriſhing Part of his Years, though 
not in his Prime, not a Youth, being about 
PFPorty, buries his Wife; he has three or four 
"2 >, Children by his former Lady, and cares not to 
5 have the Charge of any more, or, to uſe his 
Words, would not wrong his Children, . 
a | 


- 
* 
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u kind of an Occaſion, which ſhall be nameleſs, 


and he muſt _ | | | 
To anſwer both theſe Ends, and to join the 


Wiſe and the Wicked together, he will, in the 
' abundance of his Prudentials, take a Wife that 
ſhall be ſure to be paſs'd Children, ſo gratify- 
ing the Beaſt and the Chriſtian both at once. 
Upon this, he ſingles out a grave motherly Wi- 
dow, who he took to be about Five and fifty, 
* indeed, by her Face, ſhe ſeemed to be no 
E 


had been given to underſtand what Foot it was 
Mr. B. married upon; and not being 
willing to diſappoint him, or rather, not wil 
ling to loſe him, ſhe calld her ſelf an old 
Woman, and her Beauty concurring, admitted 


what few Widows are pleas'd to — Peg (viz.) 
ty. 


that ſhe was, as above, near Five an 

BEING thus happily married, and Mr. B—< 
wrapt up in his Enjoyments, lo, to his great 
diſappointment, the Lady proves with Child, 
and, in the due Courſe of Time, 2 him 
Twins, a fine Boy and Girl; and after all this, 


as I ſay, in the due Courſe of Time, three 


more. | 
Tunis unlook'd-for, undeſired Fruitfulneſs, 

moves him to. enquire a little farther; and, 
| ſearching the Regiſter at the Birth of his Twi 


he finds, to his ſurprize, that truly Fame, and 
a courſe Countenance, had wronged his Wife 


about ten Years, and that, inſtead of being Five 
and fifty, ſhe was not much above Four and 


TRE Lady had as much Occaſion for a Huſ- 
band as Mr, B-—— had for a Wife; whether 

it was upon the ſame Motive, Hiſtory is ſilennt 
in that Part, and ſo am I; but, it ſeems, ſhe 


R Unpus 
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Up this Diſappointment, his Conti - 
nence betrayed the Occaſion of his Marriage; 
for, as above, he had no leſs than five Children 
by her, which, her Fortune being not extra- 
ordinary, ruined the Fortunes of his firſt Chil- 
dren, who he pretended to have ſo much Con- 
cern for. This was the End of Matrimonial 
Whoring with Mr. B-——. And now he is 
aſhamed to talk publickly of his own Shame, 
as welt the Reaſons of his Marriage, as the Ma- 
nagement of it, in which he has indeed this 
Advantage of the Satyr, that his Diſcoveries 
are too groſs to be deſcribed, as his Language is 
to be repeated; ſo he muſt paſs unreproved for 
the Reaſons given in Page 9. 
I meet with ſo many of theſe Sorts of lewd 
2 that I can hardly refrain giving a 
Liſt of them, laving, that they come ſo near 
home, and the Perſons will fo neceſſarily be 
pointed out by the Deſcriptions, that I am loth 
to draw Pictures that every Body muſt know. 
But ſomething muſt be ſaid to ſhew the Vari- 


Taree lived an eminent City Gentleman, 
if that Language may be allowed to be in 
Heraldry, not a Mile from St. Mary 6 
who having loſt a good Wife, went a Fortune- 
hunting for another; but openly declared, he 
muſt have an additional Qualification too, vix. 
ſhe muſt be paſs'd Children. | 
VVB. He had a Houſe full of Children al- 

_— and but a — gn uh a ſo he — 

tended to marry again, to better ortunes 
his Children. 8 1 

An intimate grave Friend of his, and a real 
Friend to his Fame, as well as to his Fame, 
took the freedom to expoſtulate upon this 2 
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Te& with him very freely, and it occaſioned 
the following ſhort Diſcourſe, according to the 
old Engliſh Cuſtom, which Foreigners laugh at 
us for, and which we have little to ſay; for 
their Salutes were Fack and Tom, though Men 
in Years, and Men of Figure, one almoſt an 
Alderman. | 


Sars Tom, his grave Friend, to Fack, Pr'y- 
thee, Fack, what's all this I hear of you? 
Why, you make all your Friends bluſh for 


ou. 
: Fack. Bluſh for me! What do you mean? 
2 bluſh for my ſelf, what 2 they bluſn 
or me ? | ] | 
Tom. Why, you run to every Hole and Cor- 
ner, to every Charch and Meeting-houſe, Ball, 
and Aſſembly, a Wife-hunting, and, as they 
ſay, a Fortune-hunting too; that's worſe. 
Fack. Nay, that's falſe too; I have indeed 
talk'd of marrying, but not like that neither. 


Tom. But, what need you talk ſo much of 


it? There are Women enough; tis but Ask and 


Have, Pick and Chooſe z the Market's on our 
Sidez you know the Ladies have the worlt of 


it. You may have a Wife any where. 
ack. I don't find it ſo, I aſſure you. f 
om. Why ſo it ſhould ſeem, but how can 


that be, Fack ? A Man in your Circumſtances 


can't want a Wife. | . 5 
Fack, Not fuch good Circumſtances neither. 
Han't I got a Houſe full of Children? 
Tom. Well, and what then? And an't you 
reckoned a Ten thouſand Pound Man, an Alder» 
man's Fellow? - | | 
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Fack. Ay, but I am, perhaps, a little too 
nice in chooſing too: Pm not 10 eaſily pleaſed, 
it may be, as you imagine. 

Tom. What, you want another young Wife, 
as pretty and as pleaſant as that you loſt, One 
would think you ſhould be paſt that, Fack. 
. you are turd of Forty. | 


Only that you happen to be-quite mi- 
ſtaken; — chat 1 look juſt the contrary 


Way: 
om. What do you mean by that ? Explain 
your ſelf, what is it you drive at? | 
Fack. Why, to be plain with you, the Caſe 
is this: Money I would have, that's the firſt 
thing; but then I have Children enough. 
Tem. What! grown Miſer already. What, 
would 8. marry an old ugly overgrown Wi- 
dow of Seventy, only for ber Money? Han't 
vou Money enough? 16 5 

Jack. No, no. Look ye, Tom, I an't the 
Man the World takes me for; I am well enough, 
but I am far from rich; and I have ſeven Chil- 

vou know; and that's enough to make a 

rich Man die poor. LE 2 
Tom. Don't Halt before you're Lame; you 
are worth Ten thouſand Pounds, at leaſt; every 
Body knows that; and a thriving Man too. 
© Fack. No, no, I an't fo rich; but if I was, 
what's that to be divided into ſeven Parts? And 
what muſt the eldeſt Son do? Muſt he have 
nothing more than the youngeſt Siſter ? You 
know Pm a Freeman, FO Fart 

Tom. Well, fo you want a Wife with a For- 
tune, that her Money may go to your Children. 
What old Fool muſt that be 
. Fack. Well, that is the Fool I want; how- © 


erer, In, you know I an a Father. 
| Tog. 
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Jon. But, what if ſhe ſhould have more Chil- 
dren of her own, Fack ?. What then? 

Fack. No, no, ware Hawk, that's my Buſt 
neſs? Tl take care of that. | 
Tom. What, you will have a Wife paſsd 
Children then. Is that it? ddd 2 

Fack. Yes; yes; that's it indeed. But I would 
not have a very Old one, neither. 
Tom, 1 don't think that's a lawful Marriage, 
* Why ſo? pray. _ 
om. Why, where do you read, that any of 
the Ends and Reaſons of Matrimony as to pick 
out a Wife, only for her Money? that is not 
taking a Wife, Fack, tis Matrimonial Plunder, 
tis robbing a Woman, only within the Pale of 
the Church. | | 
Fack. Well, but to tell you the Truth, Tom, 
I care not a Farthing whether I have much 
Money with her, or no, if I like the Wo- 


man. 
Tom. Well, now you ſpeak Bravely and 

Gallantly; I like that. But, hark ye, Fack, 

what's come of the Story of the ſeven p 

CONT And where's the Father you talk'd 

of ? 

Fack. Why, yes, I'm the Father fill ; for I 
ſick by the Point. I am reſolved to have no 
more Children. - 

' Tom, $0 you'll have the old Hag, without the 
Money; nay, that's worſe than all the reſt. 

What! an old Woman, and no Money! that's 
the Devil, Fack. You won't be fuch a Fool, 
I'm ſure. «48 wir 
Fack, Why, you talk madly. I think I may 

have a Woman paſt Child-bearing, and not have 

an old Hag, I hope. 


— — 


R 3 _ Tow, 


— 
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Tom. Pr'ythee, tell me, what will pleaſe you; 
and then a Body may look out for you. 
Fack. Why, a good jolly handſome well-bred 
Woman, about Forty-eight to Fifty. | 
Tom. A Widow, I ſuppoſe , there's no ven- 
euring upon a Maid under Fifty, not in your 
e. 
Fack. No, I would have her be a Widow that 
has Children, but has done Childing for ſeven 
or eight Years. 


Tom. And the muſt be Jolly and Handſome, 


you ay. 3 

Fack. I would not have her Old and Ugly 
too, Tom, that's too hard. 

Tom. Well, I believe I know what you want, 
and what you mean. But, pr'ythee, Jack, be 
honeſt z methinks you are all wrong: What 
ſhould you marry for ? 

ack, Why not? pray. 4 
om. III tell you wh * if you are willing 
to be ſerious. Tou had a fine charming Lady 
almoft twenty Years, ſhe brought you a good 
Fortune, and has left you ſeven fine charming 
Children; your two eldeſt Daughters are fine 
beautiful young Ladies, and Marriageable 
 *rwould look very hard to bring a Mother-in- 
Jaw among them all. It will make a ſad 
Houſe, Jack; it will ruin your Children. 
Fack. Not at all. My two eldeſt Sons are in 
Buſineſs, One I have placed out to an alian 
Merchant; and ones in my own Counting- 
houſe : And my two Daughters will go to their 
— Aunt, their erh Sitter, who will be glad 
ND to have them. 
Jon. And what muff the three young Ones 


30 


Jack. 
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Fack. O, they'll do well enough till they 


grow up. 


Tom. But, where's the Father, now? Fack. 
What's come of the Father you talked of ? | 
2 Why, what's the Matter? 
Tom. Why, take home a Mother - in- law, diſ- 
perſe your Family, and turn your Children out 
of Doors, as they grow up; and all this for a 
new Wife. Is this like a Father ? Fack. 

Fack. No, no; I won't turn them out of 
Doors for her, neither. * 

Tom. That's a Jeſt, you know better; you 
muſt turn them out of Doors, or they'll turn 
her out of Doors, that you may depend upon z 
and the laſt would be hard too. ; 

Fack. But what Neceſſity is there for either 
of them ? 2 | 3 

Tom. The beſt Anſwer to that, Jack, is; 
what Neceſſity can you have to marry at 


all!? | "a 
Fack. I don't know; I have no Neceſſity in- 


deed; but I am alone, without a Wife: I want 
One to guide my Houſe, and govern the Fa- 
mily. | 

Tom. How can that be? when you have two 
Young Ladies, Women grown, that are perfectl 

t for it, and ſhew you, that they very we 

underſtand it. | bo: 
Frack. That's very true; but they won't be 
always with me; they'll marry, One of them 
1s beſpoke already. | 

Tom, Well, *tis time enough then : And, be- 


ſides, x before they are both gone, your 


two youngeſt may be grown up. _ 
Fack. That's true. But tis not like the go- 


vernment of a Wife in a Family; there's no 


Authority. 
4 74 7 R 4 Tom. 


0 
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Tom. How d'ye mean? Tou would not give 
the Authority over your Children to a Wife; 
and you muſt do that, or turn them out of 
Doors, or, as I ſaid above, you muſt give the 
Children Authority over your Wife; and that 
will never do; fo, in ſhort, your Houſe will be 
a Bedlam, and you will be undone: For if once 
the Family-Peace is gone, the Man's undone 
that I take for 2 | 
Fack. Well, I muſt venture it, I think; for 
T muſt have a Wife to direct Things; there 
muſt be Converfation and Confidence, and a- 
bundance of Things which a Family requires, 
that make a Wife abſolutely neceſſary. 
Tom. Come, Couſin, Fack, don't mince the 


a Woman. 2 

Fack. You are quite out, Jom; you miſtake 

the Matter. | 
Tom. Well, well, you may call it what you 

will; but you never make the World under- 

ſtand you any otherwife. 

Fack. I can't help that; I am to underſtand 


for my ſelf. I dont value the World. I tell 


= Ways Part is not ſo much as in my 
ea | 7 
Tom. Well, if it is not in your Head, tis 
ſomewhere elſe then, I tell you; no Body can, 
nor ought to take it any otherwiſe ; tis a pre- 
poſterous Thing; tis againſt the Lays. of Gon 
and Nature, | | 0 
Fac. What de. you mean by that? What 
Law is it againſt? pray. ey 
Tom. Why, you force me to be ſerious with 
you, whether I will or no. I tell you, the Mar- 
riage you Propoſe, though it is not againſt the 
expreſs Letter of the Law, tis agai1 8 <4 
| * en 


Matter. Tou don't want a Wife, but you want 
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tent and meaning of it; tis all Vice and Wick 
edneſs, and, I am ſore, that is againſt the 
meaning of all Law or Rule that a Chriſtian 
ought to walk by. | | 
ot ack, You ſurprize me. Pray, explain your 
elf. | 


Tom, Why, the Thing explains it ſelf: To 
marry a Wife on purpole to have no Children! 
Why, any Body knows the meaning of that. Iam 

lain, and I explain my ſelf thus; As to marry 
— to give your Children her Money, was a 
Matrimonial Plunder; ſo to marry her, to have 


no Children at all, is a Matrimonial Lewdnefs, 


tis only a kind of legal Whoring, Jack, ou 
may call it what you will; I tell you, it's Vice, 
under the Protection of the Church, as I ſaid, 
other was Robbery. ; {> 
Fack. You are very plain with me, that's true. 
But, I tell you, there is no ſuch Thing in my 
Thoughts. | 
Tom. And, I tell you, whatever you may 
rſuade me to, you will never make any Man 
elſe believe it. The Notion of direQing your 
Houſe, airy, your Family, Converling, 
Confidence, and ſuch Stuff as that; all theſe 
are Pretences, and no more; the Thing is 4 
8 a Woman, I tell you, and nothing 
2. 4. - " 1 
Fack. Nay, if you will make it be fo whe- 
ther I will or no, I can't help that. 
Tom. Why then take a Wife in the ordinary 
Way of ſuitable Years, like a Chriſtian. | 
Fack. What, and fill the Houſe: again with 
a new Family? No, that won't do at all. | 
Tom. Why, if you won't marry like a Chri- 
ſtian, then live unmarried like a Chriſtian. 
Priythee be a Chriſtian one Way or ha. 
1 5 ut 


- (TW. | 

But to marry, and yet reſolve to make it 
impoſſible to have Children; there's nothing 
of the Chriſtian in that; any more than you 
may call your ſelf a Chriſtian, and live like a 
* You are very ſevere, Tom; very rigid. 

Tom. I love plain Dealing, I am for your 
doing honeſtly, either one Way or tother. If 
you are in a ſtreight for a Woman, take one in 
the Name of Gop, and in the Way which Gop 
has appointed. But to pretend a thouſand 
Things, and then marry with Views contrary, 
and inconſiſtent with the Ordinance it ſelf 
that's all Grimace; the viſible Occaſion is 
Lewdneſs; ſcandalous Lewdneſs, and you can- 
_ carry it off, let your Pretences be what they 
will, | i 


Tunis Diſcourſe ended ſoon after this. But 
the Citizen was not ſo convinced of the Juſtice 
of his Friend's Reaſoning, as to guide him to 
the wiſer Medium, and not to m at all: 


But, on the contrary, he purſued the brutal 


Part, took the Woman, gratified his groſſer 
Appetite, in ſpite of Argument. In a word, 
he committed the Matrimonial Abomination I 
am ſo juſtly 8 And he felt the Conſe- 
quences of it many Ways: As, (i.) He deſtroy- 
ed his Conftitution, ruin'd his Health, (2.) 
He was Blaſted, as it were, from Heaven; for 
he got a Woman of an unquiet furious Temper, 
that Haraſs'd him with her Tongue, made a 
Bed lim of his Houſe, and broke the Peace of his 
Family. (3.) Endeavouring to oblige One that 
kne w not how to be Oe, he diſobliged all 
his (Children; ed an unkind Father, and that 
drt re them from him, ſome one Way, ſome 

| another; 
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another; and, in a word, he ruined the whole 
Comfort of his Life, and ſuch is the Fruit of 


2 5 Matrimonial Whoredom. 


To conclude. This is frequently the Occaſion 
of great Miſchiefs in Families where it happens; 
it creates conſtant Feuds, and, above all things, 
ealouſy, indeed 1t has a dire& tendency te 
it; *tis as natural for an old Man to be jealous 
of a young Wife, and an old Woman to be 
Jealous of a young Husband, as it is for People 
to be afraid of Fire or Thieves, where there 1s 
no Body left at home to look after the Houſe, 
Nor are ſuch People at all beholden to the 
World's Good-will. Nothing is more frequent 
than for the People, by their common Diſ- 
courſe, Flouts, Jeers, and Gibing, to promote 
thoſe Jealouſies, _ the married Couple have 
no more Wit) to raiſe and encreaſe them. 
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CHAP. X. 
Of marrying with Inequality of Blood. 


PEE NEQUALITY of Blood This is an 
Article in Matrimony which they, 
I who would be thought to expect 
any Felicity in a married Life, 
n ougnht very carefully to avoid, eſpe- 
cially if it relates to Families alſo, How ſcan- 
dalouſly have I known a Lady treated in a 
Family, though her Fortune has been the very 
raiſing, or at leaſt, reſtoring the Circumſtances 
of the Perſon who has taken her, only be- 


"cauſe ſhe has been beneath them in Degree? 


That ſhe has not been of noble Blood, or of 
what they call an antient Family; that the has 
not been what they call a Gentlewoman, and 
= they have. not found any Defe& either in 
er Education or Behaviour ? How has ſhe been 
ſcorned by the Relations, and the Title been 
hardly granted her, which the Lord of Neceſſity 
gives her? Andall becauſeof what they call Me- 
chanick Original. Again, Sir G — has 
married a Lady out of a noble Family. Sir G— is 
Maſter of a vaſt Fortune, has about ſeven thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year Eſtate, and Caſh enough in 
ready Money to purchaſe as much more, But, 
alas! he is of no Family; his Father was a 
Citizen, and purchaſed a Coat of Arms with his 


| Money, but hardly can tell who his Grandfather 


Was; 
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was ; and the Lady is taught to deſpiſe him at 
that rate, that it 1s hardly reconcileable to her 
Senſe, that ſhe ſhould ever entertain him in the 
Quality of 'a Husband. It is true, that ſhe 
had but a mean Fortune, viz. five thouſand 
Pounds. What then? ſhe had much rather 
have married a Scotch Nobleman, as ſhe could 
have done, the Earl of —— —, though he had 
not above a thouſand Pounds a Year. But then 
ſhe had had a Man of Quality, and ſhe had had 
a Coronet upon her Coach; ſhe had match'd 
like her ſelf, and mingled with noble Blood, as 
ſhe ought to have done. But now ſhe is De- 
baſed and Diſhonoured, ſhe is levelled with' the 
Canail; the old Counteſs, her Lady-Mother, 
conſidered nothing but the Money; and d 
it, ſhe had rather have been King Ch—<sg 
Whore, and then ſhe might have beena Ducheſs, 
and her Children had been Dukes of courſe, 
and had had noble Blood 1n their Veins by the 
loweſt degree, and royal Blood on the other 
Side; whereas now, in ſhort, ſhe looks upon 
her ſelf to be little better than Proftituted, and 


that meerly for an Eſtate. 5 


WI TE this Elevation of Pride, concernin 
Blood and Family, ſhe treats her Husband wit 
the utmoſt Diſdain : She will have her Equi- 

ge by her (elf; ſhe will not ſo much as give 


is Liveries, but the Livery of her own F amily; 


ſhe won't have his Coat of Arms painted upon 
her Coach, or * upon her Plate; much 
leſs will ſhe ſuffer her. Coat of Arms to be 
quartered with his, if ſhe could help it, on any 
Occaſion ; and tis a great Mortificat ion to her; 
that her eldeſt Son, attach'd to his Father, and 


honouring his Perſon, learns not to copy 


after her; and is not aſhamed of the Blood of 


his 


- nd m__ 34414 a 
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his Paternal Line, by whom he inherits ſo fair 
an Eſtate. | 

My Lady carries on her Reſentment ſo far, 
that ſhe won't viſit her Husband's Siſter, tho 
ſhe has married an Earl, becauſe ſhe diſdains to 
rank below her; and as to all the reſt of Sir 
G 's Relations, they are looked upon as 
not worth making a Bow to them, other than 
ſhe would do to a Country Farmer, that comes 
to her Ladyſhip to pay his Rent. | 

AMonGs her Intimates, ſhe laments her Miſ- 
fortune that ſhe ſhould be ſo diſhonoured in 
her Match; wonders at her ſelf, how ſhe ſub- 
mitted to let ſuch a Fellow come to Bed to her, 
and is horridly provoked that ſhe has had an 
Children, for the preſent ſhe has parted Beds 
with him a great while; ſo long, that ſhe thanks 
Gop ſhe has forgot him in that relation; ſhe 
made a Political Quarrel with him three Years 
before, and ſhe ſwore to him, he ſhould have no 
more to do with her that Way, ſhe would as 
ſoon lie with her Coachman ; and ſhe has kept 
her Vow moſt ſacred : And was it not for ſome 
Conveniences of her Way of Living, Equi- 
ges, the Manſion Houſe, which is new and 
ne, and coſt. fifty thouſand Pounds building, 
and the like, the would fergn another — 
and ſtep out of his Houſe too, and then ſhe 
ſhould be my Lord 's 77 7 again, 
not my Lady —, the Wife of a City Knight, 
which is much at one to her, as if ſhe had been 
Mrs. , the Shop- keeper's Wife at Vin- 
chefter, or Mrs. Any- Body; or eſpecially it had 
been much more honourable to the Family, to 
have been Lad) Mayoreſs ; then, at leaſt, ſhe 
had been Quality for'a Year; and her good 
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Man had been once a Lord, though his Father 
had been the Lord knows who. | 
Wren ſhe talks to his Servants, that is to 
ſay, thoſe that are his Servants too, ſhe taunts 
them with ſuch an Air of Havghtineſs, as if 
they were Dogs, not Servants; while ſhe treats 


her own Servants with a difference, as if they 
were as much ſuperior to his, as ſhe thinks ſhe 
is to their Maſter. : 
Tre honeſt Gentleman her Husband, is a 
Man of Senſe and Breeding, and particularly 
of abundance of Good-humour : He thought 
at firſt he ſhould have been very happy in a 
Wife, and he choſe her for what he thought ſhe 
had, (but ſhe had it not) namely, good Tem- 
per, Senſe and Sincerity, He could have *bet- 
tered his Fortune in a Wife, by hy or wr 
thovſand Pounds, whenever he had pleaſed; 
ſo that he neither married her for her Family, 
or her Fortune. Tho' he was not a Lord, he 
was able to buy a Lord when he pleaſed; and 
as much deſpiſed a Title, unleſs it had been by 
Blood, or obtained by ſpecial Merit, as ſhe a> 
dored it, only for the meer Equipage of it. His 
diſappointment in her Temper was a great Af- 
fliction to him; and he did not fail to expoſtu- 
late it with her, tho' with the utmoſt Civility. 
But Pride had gotten the aſcendant ſo much 
over her Temper, that ſhe was reſolved to ruin 
her Family-Peace, as it were, in meer revenge, 
for her falſe Step, as ſhe called it, in marryin 
beneath her Quality; tho ſhe really reveng 
it only upon her ſelf. | 


AGAIN ; her Pride was attended with ſuch 
unhappy Circumſtances, that it expaſed her 
very much, and made her the common Teſt of 
all the Families of Geatry, and even a 

nT, alſo, 
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alſo, of which there are a great many in the 
Country where ſhe lives: As I have ſaid, that 
Sir G — was a well-bred Gentleman, and a 
Man of Senſe, he was acceptable to every- 


Body; kept the beſt Company, and was very 
ell received 1n all Places; nor, however the 
ay acted, did the Nobility, even of the firſt 
Rank, think it below them, both to Converſe 
with him, and even to Viſit him; which re- 
liſhed ſo ill with her Ladyſhep, that ſhe could 
hardly refrain her little Sarcaſms, even before 
them; refle&ing on Perſons of Quality keeping 
Company below themſelves, as ſhe callPd it, 
and of the antient Nobility debaſing their 
Blood, by: mingling with Mechanicks; that 
their Anceſtors ſcorned to intermarry with the 
- Commonalty, and kept the Honour of their 
Families entire and untainted, - | 
Sn was roundly anſwered once, at her own 
Table, by a certain noble Lord of an antient 
Family, who 25 8 PW: A = 
MavDam, ſays bz, your ip very mu 
miſtakes the Caſe. — Do 4 che Nobi- 
lity poſſeſsd great Eſtates, and had powerful 
212 the Landed Intereſt was theirs, 
and almoſt all the Poſſeſſion was their on; 
the Commons held under them either in Vaſ- 
ſalage or Villainage, either as Vaſſals, Tenants, 
Cottagers, or Servants; and then it was in- 
deed beneath a Man of Quality to match a- 
mong the Vaſſals. 1 | 
Bor then two Things are to be obſerved, 
_— have happened in England ſince: that 
ime. bot of 


1. Tae Commons have grown rich by-In- 
duftry and Commerce. 


* 
* 
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2. TRR Nobility are become poor, or at 
leaſt poorer; be it by Sloth and Luxury, Ido. 


not determine, 


Txe Conlequence is this, that the Nobility 


ſell their Eſtates, and the Commons buy them: 
And fo the Landed Intereſt is ſeparated; and 
the Commons pollets, I believe, ten Parts of 


twelve, hardly leaving the other two Parts of 


twelve to the better guided Nobility. 

TRER, Madam, of theſe whom we till call 
the Commons, great Numbers of them are of 
noble Families; for the Gentry bringing their 


Sons up to Induſtry and Trade, they have found 


the Sweets of Commerce in ſuch a manner, 
that they have raiſed innumerable Families 
out of nothing; by which means it now is 
come to paſs, that many of our beſt Gentry are 
embarked in Trade; and there are ſome as 
good Families among the Tradeſmen, as moſt, 
out of that Claſs, we often go into the City to 


get Fortunes for our Sons; and many noble 


amilies, ſunk by the Folly and Luxury of 
their Predeceſſors, are reſtored, by marrying 
into the Families of thoſe that you call Me- 
chanicks; and, Madam, (added his Lordſhip) 
the Children of thoſe Families, thus raiſed by. 
their Merit, are not eaſily diſtinguiſhed from 
ſome of the beſt Houſes in the Kingdom. 


HRE his Lordſhip thought he had pleaſed 


the Lady, becauſe ſhe had three Sons, very fine 
oung Gentlemen, by Sir G —. But, far 


rom being pleaſed with his Diſcourſe, the; 


could not forbear being almoſt rude to his 
Lordſhip, and told him, ſne thought the No- 
bility could not Match fo among the Com- 
mons, without corrupting their Blood; and that 
thoſe that had done {6 _ to be no more e- 
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ſteemed 
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ſteemed Gentlemen, or to rank among the an · 
tient Families. | | 
HIS Lordſhip ſmiled. Well, Madam, ſays 
his 8 then you muſt let the Tradeſmen 
keep their Money too, as well as —y their 
Daughters; and we ſhall continue to decline 
and e poor, by our riotous and extrava- 
nt Living; and fo, in a few Ages more, the 
ealth of the Nation may be almoſt all in 
the Hands of the trading Part of the People; 
and the decayed Nobility may be as Deſpicable 


| XS as they a er Pray, added be, what would 


all our noble Blood do for us without our Eſtates? 
And pray, Madam, ſays he, be pleaſed to look 
into Things, and fee how many noble Families 
are, at this time, the Offspring of Trade; 
we do not find, that their Poſterity are leſs va- 
Jued among the Nobility, or leſs deſerve it. 
Two Dukes, adds his F are, at this 
time, the Grandſons, and one Nobleman, the 
Son of Sir Fofiah Child, who was but a Tradeſ- 
man; and the noble Families of Excefter, of 
Onſlow, of Ar —, of many more, are married 
to the Daughters of Tradeſmen ; and, on the 
other hand, the Sons of Sir Fames Bateman, Sir 
Thomas Scawen, and ſeveral others, are married 
to the Daughters of our Nobility. | 
His Lordſhip was going on; but ſhe begg d 
him to ſay no more of that, fearing he would 
have 45 it down to her ſelf at laſt , and 
fo the Diſcourſe went off. But the Lady was 
handſomely reproved. _ Pc 
Tus k are ſome of the Fruits of unequal 
nee and in which much of this Matri- 
monial Whoredom may be committed; and I 
call it ſo, becauſe the ſubmitting to lie with a 
Man, only on the Account of a Settlement or 
* Th EE Fortune ; 
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Fortune; at the ſame time deſpiſing 


the vileſt manner, contemning the 
meer ſelling the Perfon for a Slave, or, th 


, and, 1n 
ans 


is a 
h 


the Words are ſomething harſh, proftituting the 
Perſon for the ſake of the Money. And what 
is that more or leſs, according to my Notion, 


than Matrimonial Whoredom ? 


The next Article is that of Unſuitable Eftates. 
This is of the ſame Kind with the laft, and, in 
its Degree, is equally deſtructive; and theres 
fore I join them together in the ſame Chapter; 
the only Difference is, that the firſt reſpects 
Perſon of Quality marrying a Mechanick, a 
Patrician, or one of the Blood of the Patrici? 


People, very much to their Diſadvantage. 


to anſwer on his Side? 3 no, not at 
& * . 2 


marrying a Plebeian : But this latter looks 4 
Stage lower, and reſpects only the Difference 
of Eſtates, where the Blood may be the ſame, 
which Difference, however, is carried on by 
ſome to greater Reſentments than among the 
Nobility. This happens frequently among 
Tradeſmen, and is diſtinguiſhed by man 


Sir 


M-— G-— was a City Baronet, that 1s, the 
Son of a Money Baronet; he married a Lady, 
the Daughter of a rich Citizen, not in the 
Bloom of her Youth, far from Beautiful; but 
then he had a vaſt Fortune with her; all this 
was well of his Side. But, what is ſhe ? Why, 

in the firſt Place, bringing her to à level with 
_ himſelf, ſhe has a great deal of Money, that 
is true, and he has little or Nothing; he has 
a great deal of good Manners, and good Hu- 
mour, ſhe very little of either; he is Hand- 
ſome, ſhe next Door to Frightful: She inſults 
him upon the Inequality of her Fortune, What 
does he ſay to her in return? Has he nothing 


firſt. 
But 
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But being a Man of Breeding, as I ſaid above, 
he took it quietly, and was eaſy; gave her 
manner of Liberties, made no reply, gave her 
not one ill Word; till, at length, being pro- 
voked beyond all poſſible Degrees of human 
Patience, he reſolved to make her a terrible 
| Return; and, indeed, he was ſorely provoked, 
that he was. He firſt begg'd of her to be eaſy 
and quiet, and to uſe him better, and manage 
her {elf better. She provoked him ſo much 
with her vile Reproaches and Reflections, u 
on his being a Beggar, as ſhe call'd it, and mak- 
ing a Figure with her Money, that one Day it 
broke out into a Flame that could not be 
quenched. But it was his particular good For- 
tune to have ſeveral of her own Friends to be 
Witneſſes of the Provocation, and ſo far to 
juſtify him, as, at leaſt, to witneſs in his Be- 
Half that her Language was unſufferable. | 
Nox is it to be wondered at, that when he 
did break out, he did it with ſuch a Fury that 
conquered all her Reſiſtance, and that put a full 
check to her Clamour ; for it touch'd her in the 
molt ſenſible Part, namely, her Character as to 
Modeſty. 2 
HE gave her this, even the very firſt time, 
in a full broad Side, as the Sailors call it, an 
when, as Iſay, her own Relations were preſent. 
But he did not do it, till ſhe had long and 
very often provoked him, by reproaching him 
with her Fortune, and his want of a Fortune, 
and that with ſo much Bitterneſs, that even 
_ Tome of thoſe Relations of her's begg*d her to 
forbear, and have done with it; and he, per- 
ceiving that Relation inclined to ſpeak, with- 
drew, to give her an Opportunity, which ſhe 
improved, and earneſtly entreated her 1 1 
= 15 ; 
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bear; told her, it was now too late to reflect 
upon thoſe Things; that they had Money e- 


nough to make them both happy; and that, let 


it be whoſe it would before, it was a Stock in 


common now, and ſhe ſhould never make their 


Lives unhappy now about the fooliſh Queſtion, 


who brought it? She told her, ſhe might eaſily 


ſee her Husband was exceedingly moved with 
what ſhe had ſaid already ; and that ſhe would 
certainly provoke him by ſuch outrageous U- 
ſage, to make her ſome bitter return ; that ſhe 
ought to conſider ſhe was a Wife, and that it 
is always in a Husband's Power to make a 
Woman's Life uneaſy to her, eſpecially when 
he has Juſtice on his Side. 

SHE was ſo far from being prevailed upon 
by this calm and cool Reaſoning, that ſhe flew 
out into a Paſſion againſt her Husband, though 
he was not in the Room, reviled him over and 
over with his living gay upon her Fortune, 
while he was but a Beggar himſelf, and the like, 
ſo that the poor Lady, who had talked ſo calm- 
ly to her, had not room to put in a Word. 

In the highth of this Feud the Husband 
came in again, and calmly deſired her to have 
done, and be quiet, and, at leaſt, to talk no 


more of it then, when ſhe ſeemed to be in a 


Paſſion. But twas all one; ſhe run on till, in 


a word, ſhe was out of Breath, and began to 


have done, meerly for want of Strength, not 
Rage. To proceed: K-54 

my turn to ſpeak a little; then, turning his 
Speech to'the Lady that had 

ſence, and to her other Relations, he gave them 
a brief Account how long ſhe had treated him 
zn this Manner; how little Occaſion he had 


ELL, Madam, ſays he, now, I hope, % 
ſpoken in his Ab- 


2 
08 


7 
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was unha 
he inſiſted, ſhe ſhould act the Part of a Wife, 
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wen her for it; and with what Patience he 
d born it: How juſt it was for him to ſay, 
that he could bear it no longer, and that he 
was reſolved to uſe her as ſne deſerved. Then, 
turning to his Wife, who ſtill upbraided him with 


1 


marry ing her for her Money: He ſaid, tis very 
true, 3 Idid ſo; and who the Devil would 

have married you for any thing elſe? He 
added, that if the would find any One to take 
his Bargain off of his Hands, he would return. 
all the Money again, to be rid of her: And if 
ſhe could not, ſince ſhe had taken him, and he 
ppily bound to ſtand to the Agreement, 


not of a Termagant ; of a Gentlewoman, not 
a. Billinſgatez and that, ſince ſhe had taken 

im, let her Fortune be what it will, he ex- 
pected to be uſed as well, as if he had taken her 
upon an equal Foot, otherwiſe he is ſold to 
her far a Slave, which he did not underſtand to 


be in the Contract. | 


w — 


nz revil'd him upon this, with his taking her 


Money e to Abuſe her; he reproaches 
her with giving him her Money and her Perſon 


to, upon a worſe Occaſion; he tells her, he 


could have lived without her Money better 
than ſhe could live without a Man; that he 
only hired himſelf out to her to be her Ser- 
e it by a harder Name) and that 
he had earned all her Money by lying with 
her, which a Porter would hardly have done 
cheaper. 1 + oo 2 8 

Tr is true, this was Bitter: But there were 


two Mastortunes, on her Side, attending it. 


I. Tg4 ſhe extorted it from him. And, 
- * 1 # 7 ; « 7 4 , of IT 4 
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1 
2. Tr it was true; both theſe joined to 
excuſe the Knight, who otherwiſe, and as 1 
ſaid, till by long and unſufferable Taunts and 
ill Uſage, he w TA: out of himſelf, 
was a Perſon of all poſſible Temper and Man- 
ners. | 


Ta1s alſo 8 it home to my Point, 
namely, that theſe lewd ill- principled Matches 
are often as Miſerable as they are Scandalous, 
as Unhappy as they are Unſeemly, and as 
oor begin in Wickedneſs, they end in Weak» 
ack 


for Crime and Shame follow one ano» 


er. 

1 ſhall, perhaps, be asked here, What this 
Unſuitable and Unequal marrying relates to 
my Title, and to the Subject I am upon, (viz.) 

of Matrimonial Whoredom ?. And a. I ram- 
ble from my Text ? But I ſhall make it out, 
that I am not gone from my Subject at all; be- 
cauſe almoſt all thoſe Inequalities' and Unſuit- 
able Things, which I complain of as the Bane 
of Matrimony, are generally the Conſequences 
of thoſe Marriages, which are guided þ the 
Tail rather than the Head; forced on by the In- 
clination rather than the Underſtanding, 
puſhed by the Impetuoſity of the corrupt Part, 
not 8 by the ſteddy Reſults of Reaſon; 
the Fruit of Deſire not Judgment, and with a - 
View to ſenſual Pleaſure, not folid Enjoy» 
„ Wheels in the 

HESE are the great Moving-Wheels in the 
Machines of nd pes un aided Love; the 
Paſſion of Love, not the Qua ity, 1s the Weight 
that makes them move; it is the Fuel of Love, 
not the Flame; the Flame would be pure, 
were the Materials that feed it pure: Bus 
#5 8 4 when 


— 
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when the Combuſtibles are nauſeous, the Barn- 
ing ſcatters noxious Vapours; like the Stink- 
Pots, which the Tarks uſed to throw into Ships 
when they Boarded them, which would poiſon 
the poor Men out of their cloſe Quarters, and 
make them run out, though they were ſure to 
be killed. 5 . 
Scr, lewd and ungoverned Deſires, 
make theſe open and ſcandalous Doings fo fre- 
nent; were it all done in a criminal Way, I 
ould take notice of it in Lump, as a Breach 
of the Laws of Gop and Man; and, as the 
Text ſpeaks, an Iniquity to be puniſhed by the 
Fudge, Job Xii. 28. But it is quite otherwiſe 
ere; the Fire is covered, the Stench is con- 
cealed, and we have all the criminal filthy 
Part acted under the diſguiſe of Virtue, and 
the Protection of Law. This is the Offence, 
this is the Grievance complained of; and this 
the Reaſon why I give it the new and, perhaps, 
8 ſhocking Title of Matrimonial Whore- 
* | 
Tae meaning is plain; tis a Breach of Law 
under the Protect ion of the Law; tis a Crime 
thro the Policy of Hell, plac d out of the reach of 
Juſtice; tis a Sin againſt the meaning of Ma- 
trimony, but within the Letter of it; tis a 
Wickedneſs couch'd under the Name of Virtue, 
tis, in ſhort, a Devil in Maſquerade, whoring 
in the Vizor of Matrimony; a Sinner dreſs'd up 
for a Saint, a foul Diſeaſe under the Term of a 
— tis Idolatry under the Cover of true 
Worſhip, and, as I ſaid above, Lewdneſs under 
the Protect ion of the Church. 
. WrarT Excuſe can it be to ſay, that the Law 
cannot reach it? Are there not many Sins which 
the Commands of GopD prohibits and forbids, 


which, 


W ˙· EE 
which, notwithſtanding no Law can puniſh ? 
And are they leſs Criminal for that, or the 
more? The Laws of the Land puniſh no Man 
for Avarice, yet Covetouſneſs is expreſsly for- 
bid in the Scripture; and the Love of Money 
is called the Root of all Evil. The Laws of 
the Land take no notice of our Anger, Pallion, 
1 if Gluttony, Exceſs of Drink, and ſe- 
veral other Things, except Murther, Breach ↄf 
the Peace, Drunkenneſs, &c. are the Conſe- 
> eee You may eat till you gorge your 
tomach, and deſtroy your Life; you may S1P, 
and WRET, and doze Nature, till it expires in 
a Lethargick Sotiſme; you may Rage, Storm, 
and make your Houſe a Hell, and the Law 
takes no Cogniſance of you. But no Man will 
ſay, they are not all deteſtable and abhorred 
Crimes for all this; unbecoming a Man of 
Senſe, and inconſiſtent with a Man of Reli- 
gion. | | 
2 Tus, in the Caſe before us, the Law is fi- 
lent, and the Sinner ſafe, provided you do but 
marry. Let the Foundation of it be what at 
will, let the Reaſon of it be all as groſs and 
corrupt as Hell , the Motive all Sulphur and 
Salt, the Views as vitious and filthy as Words 
can expreſs , that's all to be anſwered for ſome- 
where elſe, and you take it upon your ſelves, 
ſo you do but marry ; the Law, like Gallo, the 
Deputy of Achaia, cares for none of theſe 
Things, Acts xv1il. 17. gs Ls 
Bur, are they the leſs Criminal? Is the 
lewd Part leſs offenſive? Is the Soul leſs cor- 
rupted? Is the Man leſs debauched? Not at all; 
but rather the more: Nay, the Devil, I make 
no queſtion, as he has infinitely more Adya g 
tage to prompt, fails not to make uſe * tue 
8 | Advan- 


. —_— . 
Advan for he's no Fool: I'll anſwer for 
Satan ſo far, he can hardly be ever charg'd with 
miſling his Opportunities, or not ſeeing his 
Times and Seaſons; he never fails to break in 
at every weak Place, and always knows where 
thoſe weak Places are. K This 
Wr cannot doubt but the Devil, if you will 
grant there is ſuch a Thing, takes all the Advan- 
tage that can be of this Part; he ſhews the Law 
protecting; and perſuades you, that tis therefore 
falt n the Fact, a Fallacy as black as himſelf; 
e prompts the vitious Appetite, and then 
Mews you how tis lawful to gratify it; he 
quotes Dryden upon you, and ſhews the Caſe 
of Fing David, and the Polygamiſts, for a 
Parallel. * 
What can be more ſpecious, what more eaſily 
| pray over? Inclination calls for it, and the 
w allows it. Under this Pretence, all the 
criminal Things which the Marriage-Bed is 
capable of, are juſtified. ' . .. 
Bor was the true intent and meaning of 
the Laws of Gop or Man impartially judged 
oh, on enquired into, the Caſe would be quite 
Y 


erwiſe. Gop forbid, we ſhould dare to 
fay, that the Inſtitution of Matrimony, which 
was Pure, as the Inſtitutor was Holy, could be 
deſigned for a Pandor to our impure and corrupt 
Inclinations! or that Go D's holy Ordinance can 
be made a Plea for any of our unholy and vi- 
tious Practices; and, above all, that they ſhould 
be made a Cover and Protection for them. 

ALL the Heats and Fires, raisd within us by 
the Acrimony of the Blood, by the Inflamation 
of the Spirits and Animal Salts, are kindled 
from Hell, ſet on Fire by the Deyil, and made 
to rage and boil up in the Veins, by the in- 
Up ET” _ flaming 
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flaming vitiated Thoughts and Imagination; 
that Imagination which Gop himſelf ſays is 
Evil, an on Evil, and that continually; 
and whatever the juſt aud ſerious Reaſonings are 
which we ſhould uſe upon this, and the Conſe- 
quences we ſhould draw; ſurely they are not that 
we ſhould apply our ſelves to quench this Fire 
in the Lakes of Sodom, (I do not mean literally 
as to Sedom) that we ſhould ſtudy Ways to 
ſatiate and gratify thoſe impure Deſires z and 
then finding ſome artful Method, give a looſe 
to our Appetite under the Cover of a legal 
Protection, ſheltering our Wickedneſs under the 
Letter of the Law. | 

ON the other hand; if I was to enter into 
the Affirmative or Poſitive Part, and tell you 
what you ought to do, I ſhould ſay, theſe are 
the Deeds of the Body, which you ſhould mor- 
tify, if you will expect to live, Rom. viii. 4. 
the Thorns in the Fleſb, which you ſhould pray 
againſt, 2 Cor. xiL 7. the Enemies you ſhould 
ſtruggle with; and this is what the Scripture 
means, when it ſpeaks of our | crucifying tbe 
Fleſh, with its Affedlions and Lufts, Gal. v. 24, 
But 1 muſt not Preach. To talk Scripture to 
a Man when he has a Woman in his Head, is 
talking Goſpel to a Kettle Drum; the Noiſe is 
too great; the Clamour of his Vices is too 
loud; and he will anſwer coldly, as the Wiſe 
Men of Athens anſwered St. Paul, We will bear 
thee again of this Matter, Acts xxvil. 32. or 10 

ut it into a kind of a Paraphraſe ; We will 
| thee again, ſome time or other, when we 
have nothing elſe to do. | | 
I come therefore to ſearch the Crime, and 
fully to expoſe it. Your own Reaſon, and, if 
you have any, your Religion, will inftru& you 
Gay” to 
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to reform it. Theſe unſuitable Matches are 
generally derived from theſe corrupt and de- 
praved Principles; and theſe vile Appetites are 
the Things that us on to break into all 
Rules, Religious and Moral, in the purſuit of 


Women. 


Waren the Appetite governs the Man, he 


breaks all the Fences, and leaps over all the 
Bars that Reaſon and Religion have fixed in 
his Way; and if he can but juſtify himſelf, by 
pretence of keeping within the Bounds of the 
E tho it be only the Letter of it, he trou- 
bles not himſelf with the intent and meaning 


of it. 


"Hence all the Matrimonial Inequalities, | 


the marrying at unfuitable Years, with unſuit- 
able Fortunes, and all the indecent and ridi- 
cCulous, not inceſtuous, Matches, which we ſee 
daily among us; ſo that to ſpeak of unſuitable 
Matches, is far from being out of the Way of 
my Buſineſs, or remote from my Subject, they 
are, generally fpeaking, from the ſame impure 
and corrupt Originals, impure Streams, from 
the ſame poiſoned and corrupted Fountain. 

Tur Man is eager, urged by the Importu- 
nities of his vitiated Appetite; his Head is full 
of it; he runs from Place to Place to find an 
Object. To ſay his Eyes are blinded with the 
Fumes and Vapours of his fermented Blood, is 
to ſpeak according to Nature, it cannot be 
otherwiſe ; as we ſay Love is blind, and ſees 
no Faults, ſo tis undoubted, the Paſſion is blind, 
the Rage of the Appetite blinds the Eyes, a 

he is not capable of ſeeing even the Defects of 
Nature, much leſs to diſtinguiſh the unſuitable- 
nels of Objects, and the 1nequalities of Cir- 
cumſtances; he is ſtill farther * 
Gs * 


{ 


„ 
the Defects of the Mind, the Unſuitableneſs 
A the ſuperiour Parts; *tis all out of his 
ay. 

| = tis in the more vitious Part Men often 
abandon handſome and beautiful Ladies, their 
lawful Wives, and take up with the fouleſt, 
uglieſt, and moſt diſagreeable Creatures, to 
make. their Whores; 10 in this Humour of 
marrying, meerly to quench Deſire, the Vapour 
darkens the Eyes, the Vice clouds the Sight, 
the Man or Woman takes what Offers, making 
no judgment, no Diſtinction of worthy or 
unworthy, ſuitable or unſuitable, young or 
old; *tis the Sexes that are only concerned; 
tis the Fire that is to be quench'd ; neither 
Reaſon, Religion or Reputation, are hardly 
allowed to give a Vote in the Caſe, nay, ſome- 
times common Senſe: And, in this Heat, I ſay, 
moſt of the unequal unſuitable Marriages are 
made, and, what 1s it all? what can it be 
called? Is this Matrimony ! Is this being join'd 
together according to Gop's holy Ordinance, 
or is it Whoring under the Mask of the hol 
Ordinance! Is this a chaſte and honourable 
Marriage! Is this the Bed undefiled, or is it ra- 
ther a meer Matrimonial Whoredom ! 

I. might include in this ſame Chapter, the 
unſuitable Tempers which often come toge- 
ther on ſuch Occaſion ; but as it is true, that 
this is a thing not always to be avoided, and 1s 
what too frequently . in Marriages made 
with the utmoſt Conſideration; ſo I fhall con- 
vince the Reader that I am careful not to run 
from the Subject in hand, by paſling it over 
as a thing out of my Way at preſent. It is not 
always poſſible fully to diſcover the Tempers 
and Diſpoſitions of one another before Marri- 
S | age; 
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age 3 and they that make the faireſt and moſt 
diligent Inquiry, ſhould” firſt be ſure they 

know, and regulate their own Tem that 

the Fault be not at home while they lay it 

upon their Relatives. But this would require a 

Jong Diſcourſe; I have not room for it 

UNSUITABLE Principles in Religion would 
alſo come in here. But, I think, the People 

I am deſcribing 'need not quarrel much about 

that; for all Principles, all Religion, ſeems to 

be burnt up in the impure Flame, and there- 
fore all Care and Concern about them dies with 

It: How ſhould that Man be ſuppoſed to think 

of Religion, who, in ſpight of Reaſoning, and 

in a perfect neglect of a Family of ſeven 

Children, could plead Neceſſity of having a 

Wife; make a thouſand Shifts to turn off the 

ſcandalous Part, and yet inſiſt upon having 

ſuch a Wife as ſhould bring him no Children; 
that he might ſatiate his Guſt of Senſuality 
without the incumbrance of Procreation; con- 
tract Marriage with a Bar only to the original 

Reaſon of Marriage, and enjoy his corrupt 

Pleaſures under the 7 of Gop's holy Or- 

dinance. Could this Man be ſuppoſed to conſi- 

der the Unſuitableneſs or Inequality of any 
thing, much leſs the Temper or the Principles 

of the Woman he married. * 

An the Conſequence made it appear; for 
happening to marry a Woman that had neither 
904 Temper, or good Principles, he ruined the 

| We of his Family, diſperſed and diſobliged 
his Children, thruſt them out of his immediate 

Care, and left their Education and Inſtruction 

to other Relations; in a word, he robb'd 2 * 
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ſelf of the Comfort of his Children, and his 


Children of the Comfort of a Father. 

AND where was the Religion of all this? 
In ſhort; what of Matrimony was in it all? 
what was it but, as I ſaid before, a poiſoned 
Stream from a corrupted Fountain, a diſhoneſt 
Flame quenched in a diſhoneſt Manner? And 
it can be no otherwiſe, where the Soul is 
verned by the Body, where the ſpiritual Part 
is over-ruled by the fleſhly, where the ſenſual 
dire&s the rational, as is the Caſe here ex- 
actly; I ſay, it can be no otherwiſe. The 
Order of Things is inverted; Nature is ſet 


with her Bottom upward; Heaven 1s. out of 


the Mind, and Hell ſeems to have taken Poſy 
ſeſſion. | 


Nature inverted, the Infernal Fires 

Burn inward, raging in corrupt Defires : 

Such as the ſulpb'rous Lake from whence they 
Alike the Fael, and alike the Flame, 


came, 
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CHAP. XI. 


of going to Bed under Ae Promiſes of 
\ MARRIAGE, and although thoſe Pro- 
. Miſes are afterwards performed; and of 
- the Scandal of 4 Man's making a Whore 
e UE | 19H os bod ech 


- 


1 ſin Is Caſes again, and 1 ſhall 
"pI | a ies them in le Sections 
8 185 I have now before me a 
1 de ſe, in which Marriage is 
e a 2 or protection to a ſcandalous 
Crime. Promiſe of Marriage is Martins e in 
the Abſtract, ſay our Advocates for d- 
neſs; and therefore for the Parties to lie toge- 
ther is no Sin, provided they ſincerely intend 
to marry afterwards and faithfully * 


it. 


Tx1s is, in hört, a ſcandalous Defence of 
a ſcandalous Offence ; tis the weakeſt Way of 
arguing that any Point of ſuch Moment. was 
ever ſupported by. It is ſo far from covering 
the Offence againſt Gop, that it does not re- 
cpmpence the 1 Injury done to d . 

ve 
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ve hinted at it already in tile Chapter; 
and given you there the 2 of op 


of Men, and particularly the Cenſure of the 


Proteſtant Churches upon it, in which, as T. 


ſaid, they are more ſtrict, and puniſh with 
more Severity, than in Caſes of ſimple Forni- 


cation. : 
IT may be true, that Promiſe of Marriage 
is Marriage, but it is not marrying , it maj 


called Marriage, or rather a Species of 


riage; and therefore our Law will oblige ſuch. 


Perſons to marry afterwards, as well in Caſcs 
where they have not conſummated the Agrees 


ment, as where they have; and will give Das 


wages, and that very | conſiderable, ip fegen 


tion to the Circumſtances of the Parties, w 
theſe Promiſes are broken; eſpecially Where 


the Perſon makes the Breach, b. Ing. 
1 i 4 


another purely in Contravention of 


Promiſes. And this is all the Remedy the- in- 


jured Perſon can obtain. LE 
Aso ſuch a Promiſe, 1 if made 
before Witneſs, will be, and frequently is ad- 


mitted as a lawful Obſtacle or Impediment, 


why a Perſon under ſuch an Obligation ſho 


not be allowed to m an er; nay far: 
— by Virtue of ſach LY 


ther, the Perſon claimi 


- Promiſe, may forbid the Bake as we call it; or 


may ſtand forth, and ſhew it as a Caule, even 


at the very Book, why the two Perſons coming 


to the Book may not be lawfully joined toge- 
ther; and the Miniſter cannot proceed, if ſuch 


a Cauſe is declared, till the Matter is decided. 
before the ptoper Judges of ſuch Caſes, 
Bur all this does not reach the Caſe pro- 
pos'd at all; for were Promiſes of Marriage thug 


allowed, and lyi ether upon ſuch Promiſes 
a _ n OE lawful; 


* 8 
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lawful, you would have no more Occaſion of a 
fair and formal Eſpouſal, and we ſhould have 
very little n Marrying among us, And 
what Confuſton would this make in the 
World? How would the ſacred Obligations of 
Marriage be enforced, Claim of Inheritances 
ſecurd, Legitimacy of Children clear'd up, and 
Obligation of Maintenance be preſervd? How 
and where would theſe Promiſes be recorded, 
when denied and revoked ? How would they 
be brought into Evidence, and the Offender 
againſt them be convicted? In a word, what 
nfuſion would ſuch looſe coming together 
make in Families, and in Succeſſions, in divi- 
ding the Patrimonies and Effects of Inteſtate 
Parents; and on many other Occaſions. 

Ov Laws have therefore carefully provid 
that Marriages ſhould not be eſteemed fair an 
2 not performed in a fair and open Man- 

ner, by a Perſon legally qualified to perform 
the Ceremony, and appointed to it by Office 
and the Government is always concerned an 
careful to puniſh any Defe&, in the Peform- 
- ance even of thoſe qualified Perſons, when 
they connive at any Breach upon the Inftitution 
in the Office of Matrimony , ſuch as marrying 
People clandeſtinely, in improper Places, at un- 
| ſeafonable Times, and without the apparent 
Conſent of Parties; and though the Law is 
very tender with relpect to making ſuch Mar- 
riages void, yet they are much the more ſevere 
in fixing- a Puniſhment u the Perſon that 
officiates ; in order, if poſſible, to prevent all 
clandeſtine and unlawful Matche. 
| Txt Law then requiring an open and formal 
coming together, as a juft Recognition and Ex- 
ecution of all previous and private Engage- 
* ALE bs ments, 


. II 
ments, and refuſing to legitimate thoſe En- 
gagements, however ſolemn, and however at- 
deltec, ſo as to admit them to paſs for à real 
and legal Marriage; at the ſame time forbid- 
ding all Conſummation of ſuch Agreements, till 


the open and appointed Form of 128 
of 


ſettled by the Legiſlature, is ſabmitted to, a 
mutually performed. All comin together 
the Man and e Ae the Foot of ſack 
private Engagements, Promiſes or Onan is 
thereby declared unlawful, and is certainly ſinful; 
tis no Marriage; the Children are Baſtards; the 
Man and Woman are guilty of Fornication 
the Woman, let her Quality be what it wi 
is no better or other than a W and the 
Man a -; what you pleaſe to call him. 

Bu r now, notwithſtanding all this, we have 
an Excuſe ready, which is, it fe growing 
Popular; at leaſt, it is calculated abate- 
ment of the Cenſure, and alleviating the Crime 
or the Guilt, and confequently it is calculated 

2 


to legitimate the Practice alſo ; that is to fay; 
they allow it is not ſtrictly 1 tis not a full 
Compliance with the Laws of the Land, and 
therefore they comply with that Part, and 
marry afterwards. F 
Ir may be ſuppoſed, the Advocates for this 
Practice have ranged over all the Proteſtant or 
even Chriſtian Nations of Europe, to find out 
ſome Allowance for this Wickedneſs in the 
Practice of any other Country; and I have 
traced them in the Enquiry, and can teſtify, 
that they have but one little Corner of Europe 
to to 3 1 and that 75 WON ng ,g 
won Kingdom, . ca 0 an. 
And here Ir Cenis fell us, It 1 2 Cuſtom, 
or rather was a Cuſtom, that if a Woman be 


* 8 * n 
ye do 
2 


f 


barbarous Corner, and before the People there 
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with Child, and the proper Father of the Child 
marries the Woman within two Years after its 
Birth, the Child ſhall be legitimate. | 

Now ſuppoſing this to be ſo; tis to be ob- 
ſerved, ' 


1. THAT this was nothing but a Cuſtom, in | 


Favour of the poor innocent Child, whoſe Hard- 


ſhip was great, in ſuffering the Reproach of a 
Crime it was no Way concern'd in. 
2. THAT this was only a Cuſtom in that 


Had received the Chriſtian Religion, or were ci- 
vilized under a regular Government. 

3. Tur it is not allowed ſo at this tim 
fince the Chriſtian Religion is received, a 


have been reformed, no not in that Country, 


© Tax Advocates for it are therefore beater 


From all their Defences; and they can find the 


Practice no where juſtified, no where continued. 
All they have left for it now is, that they will 
not have it be Criminal in the Sight of Hea- 
ven, no Breach upon Conſcience, in a word, 
no Sin; And if this can be obtained, the Prac- 
tice has but one Obſtruction more to remove, 
in order to make it general, and that is, the 
riſque the Woman runs, from the Weakneſs of 
the Obligation of Honour, and from the Men's 
making 15 of the Promiſe, after they have 
obtained the favour on her Side. 8 
_ HENCE it ſeems the ſtrongeſt tye upon 
Modern Virtue, is the regard to Safety, and 


the Women pay a greater Homage to that Se- 
E nity than to the Duty; to their Intereſt than 
to their Virtue, to their Alimony than to their 
Conſcience , and to their Proſperity . nn. ta 
= * ; er 
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their Poſterity. Let us ſtate this Caſe a little 
clearer than it ſeems to ſtand in your preſent” 
View, and ſee if we can bring the World to 
have a right Notion of itz for at preſent, T 
think, the generality of Mankind are greatly 
miſtaken about it. N of 


1. THz Obligation we are all under to the 
Laws of God, is a Foundation-Principle, every 
Chriſtian muſt allow it; and that we ought not 
to commit any Crime againſt Heaven, that is, 
not to do any thing which he has forbidden. 
He that denies Principles is not to be diſputed 
with; and therefore I lay this down as a Fun- 
damental, a Maxim, which, without Ein | 
the Queſtion, I may take for granted, while : | 
live among Chriſtians, and am talking to ſuch. - 
2. Tye Obligation we are under to the 
Laus of the Country, under whoſe Government 
and Protection we live, is a rational Deduction 
from, and is commanded by the Laws of Gop,- 
viz. to be ſubject to ths bigher Powers, and in all 
Things lawful to ſubmit to Governours. 
- 3. Tae Obligation we are under to our own 
Character, and the regard to Reputation, are 
_ undiſputed ; and we ought to do what it of go 

* ſeeing a good Name is better than 
e. | | 


ALL theſe three eſtabliſh the Rules of Mar- 
Triage to be not only lawfully impoſed, but abſo.. 
lutely neceſſary; and that they ought to be ex- 
atly complied with: And all of them make it 
Criminal for any Perſons, that is to ſay, Man and 
Woman, to lie together before! they are legally 
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Havi laid this down as a ſettled and 


Rated Preliminary; it then follows, that no 
. pre-exiſting Engagement or Promiſe between 


the Man and Woman, no, nor any ſubſequent 
Performance of the Promiſe, can be ſubſtituted 
in the room of Marriage, or make the coming 
together (which is ſo, as above, forbidden) be 
lawful or juſtifiable. 

Non can any ſubſequent Performance, I ſay, 
take off the Crime or Scandal of what is paſt, 
It is true, a ſubſequent Marriage makes it 
lawful for them to come together afterward, be- 
cauſe it is not indeed unlawful for ſuch to 
marry. It is not unlawful for a Man to make 
his Whore his Wife, however fooliſh; but it js 
unlawful for any Man to make his Wife his 
Whore, however ſeemingly and intentionally 
Honeſt. | 8 | 

Bur the Promiſe, ſay they, makes the Wo» 
man his Wife, I grant it does ſo indeed, in 
Point of Right, but the Form alone gives the 
legal Paſſeſſion. Signing a Writing, and depo- 
ſiting an Earneſt, or part of the Money, gives 
a Man a Right to the Eſtate he has thus pur- 
chaſed, and he may fairly be ſaid to have bought 
the Eſtate ; but he muſt have the Deeds fairly 
executed, fg d, ſeabd and delivered, and Livery 
and Seiſin given in Form, before he can receive 
the Rents, and before he can take Poſſeſſion of 
the Land, or the Tenants own him for their 
Landlord. 5 BS 


Ups the old Fewifb Inftitution, which, it 


muſt be allowed, was critically juſt in every 
Part, being inſtituted immediately from Hea- 
ven, a Woman betrothed or eſpouſed to a Man 
was called his Wife, yet he never AS - | 
e 
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penly and lawfully married that is 


ſhe was. © 
till he took her in Form. 1 4 | 
Tu Virgin Mary was eſpouſed to Foſeph, 
but ſhe was not married, or, as the Word is, 
there uſed, he had not taken ber to him; yet ſhe 
is called his Wife, and he is èalled her Husband, 
Matth. i. 15. his Mother Mary was eſponſed 
But before they came together e vat found 
with Child — in the next Verſe Foſeph is calld 
her Husband, ver. 19. Foſeph ber Husbaud be- 
ing a juſt Man — globe 
AGAIN, ver. 20. The Angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joſeph in a Dream, ſaying, Fear not 
to take unto thee Mary thy ite: And again, 
ver. 24. He did as the Angel of the LorD: bad. 
bidden him, and took unto bim bis Wife. 5 
Tus the Eſpouſal made the Woman a 
Wife. But they were not allowed to come to- 
gether, until the publick Ceremony of taking 
r to bim; which publick Ceremonies alſo are 
to be ſeen at large'in the Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Fewiſh Church. Vid. Dr. Godwin: © 
In like manner, a Man and a Woman en- 
ged by Promiſe, are Man and Wife, in foro 
on ſcientia; but they are not legally Man and 
Wife, till they are legally and publickly mar- 
ried in due Form, as the Law requires. 
ALL this Preliminary is made needful by the 
wicked Pretence ef being Man and Wife, as 
= they call it, in the Sight of Gop, which is a 
._ Miſtake: They really are not Man and Wife 
"mas 7 of God, any other than as e- 
. ſpouſed , ſo indeed they are and cannot be law= 
_ fully ſeparated, much lefs joined to any other 
Perſon, but they are not effectual Man and + 
Wife in the Sight of Go, till they are ſo alia, 
mn the Sight of Man; till the Publigk —— 5, 
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which is a Part of the Ordinance it ſelf, is pers 
formed, whereby — Eſpouſals . — 
and the Law ſatisfied. | 

Avp what is this Promiſe they generall 
ſpeak of in ſuch Caſes ? Is it not expreſsl 
made, and do they not call it, a Promiſe of Mar: 
riage? Is not the Woman's Excuſe or Plea de- 
livered always in. thoſe very Words, He pro- 
miſed to marry ne; at leaſt theſe are the Pro- 
miſes we mean, and that I am now ſpeaking 
of. As to thoſe wicked Promiſes between tw 
Jo to take one another, and to live as Man an 
Wife without the Ceremony, it may be called 
an Agreement, but it is not a Promiſe of Mar- 
riage, and fo does not relate to our preſent Dif- 
courſe. Y Ar 

Bur now, to bring it down to the Caſe in 
hand. Suppoſe here are two young People, a 
Man ang Woman, they treat of Marriage, the 
Woman agrees, and the Man ſolemnly pro- 
miſes to marry her: But, in the mean time, 
the Fellow (Hell prompting, and his own 
Wickedneſs tempting) preſſes this Woman to 
let him lie with her. His Arguments are ſmooth 
and ſubtle; VN fbenld you refuſe ? ſays he: Ve 
are fairly Man and Wife-already by Agreement, 
ou. in the Sight of God, the Intention is the 

e _ as the Action) there is nothing more 

to be done but juff a few Words of the Parſon, and 
the formality of repeating it in the Church, and 
that we will do too as ſaon as I can get the Licence 
down, (ſuppoſe it to be in the Country) or as 
Toon as the Asking in the Church is over; and 
you may take my Word, for I aſſure you again, 
I'will be very honeft to you, (and then perhaps he 
ſwears to it) and How can you refuſe me? And 
then be kiſſes ber, and continues urging and 
2 . | teazing 
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teazing her, and wheadling her to it, and perhaps 
ſhe as much inclined to it as he, only more 
for waiting till Marriage than he; ſo that the 


Devil takes hold of Inclination on both Sides, 


to bring about the Wickedneſm. 565 
Uron theſe Preſſings and Importunings, at 
laſt he prevails, and ſne complies And What 
is this to be called? The Woman will not-allow: 
her ſelf to be a F hore, no, by no means: The 
Man declares *tis no Whoredom, he ſcorns the 
Thoughts of it; he abhors it. He promiſed to 
marry her, and he performed it, and they were 
married afterwards, He did lie with her indeed, 
and ſhe was with Child firſt. But what then? 
they were married before the Child was born; 
ſo that the Child was born in Wedlock; fo 
that there's no harm done in all tcaet. 
Bu r all this is wrong; tis all vile and abo- 
minable: Tis not only Whoring, but tis worſe 
than Whoring, or, if — pleaſe, the worſt 

kind of Whoring, and that many Ways. 


1. On the Man's Part; here is a publick Con- 
feſſion, that — had a wicked filthy ungo- 
vernable Inclination, that could not contain 
your ſelf from a Woman for a few Days, but 

ſt gratify your Appetite at the expence of 
Modeity, Honeſty, Juſtice to your Wife, Juſtice: 
to was own Reputation, Juſtice to the Child 
to 


born, and beſides all, a Breach of the 
Laws both of Gop and Man. How ſcandalous - 


a Piece of Conduct is it > How Brutiſh, unlike 
a Man, and unlike a Chriſtian? And all this 
under a Circumſtance fo eaſily complied with, 


under an apparent Agreement for Marriage; and” 


even while the Preparations are maki erha 
on both Sides. : Cay. being 


2. ON 
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2. On the Woman's Part; to ſay nothing of 
= vitious and ee mo — — want — 
odeſty, in reſpect only to her Sex; yet be- 
ſides all that, here is a Teſtimony of moſt egre- 
gious — z a perfect negle& of her own Vir- 


tue, and of her Reputation: Abandoning the firſt 
to gratify the Man, and riſquing the laſt on 

2 bare verbal Promiſe, which it is not _ 
ble he may break, and probable he will 

eak, but highly improbable that he ſhould 
not; nay, according to the Cuſtom of Men, 
according to the ne Notion, and the com- 
mon Language 'of the Town, ſhe ought never 
to expect the performance of ſuch a Promiſe. 
He's a Rogue, ſay they, that gets a Woman 
with Child before Marriage; and he's a Fool 
that marries her afterwards: He's a Knave 
that promiſes to marry her; but he's a Fool 
that performs it. 

3. To return to the Man's Part. How abſurd 
a Thing is it to make a Whore of his own Wife; 
to expoſe her for a Whore, who he propoſes to 
embrace as an honeſt Woman ever after; to 
draw her in to be expoſed, to be flouted at, to 
be jeſted with, and inſulted all her Days, to be 
the ſcorn of her Neighbours, ſlighted and 
ſhunned by modeſt Women, and laughed at by 
every Body; and all this to gratify a preſent 
Guſt of vitious Deſire, which, in a few Days, 
would be ſatisfied without the hazard of Repu- 
tation, without Reproach, and without Re- 
proof ? How ridiculous does it make the Man, 
and how aſhamed is he afterwards to think of 
it, even as long as he lives?. And it may be; 
that very Child born, the Product of this Matrix 


Father 


monial M horedom, mall live to upbraid his oO m 


[ 283 ] 
Father with it, or perhaps do the ſame, and 
juſtify it by his Father's Example. 
4. Ae Alx, to ſpeak of it as to the Woman's 
Part. How raſh, how inconfiderate? To expoſe 
her: ſelf to the Reproach of being a hope, 
whereas, in a few Days, ſhe might have gratify 
both her ſelf, and her Husband too, without any 
Scandal to her Character. Now ſhe expoſes her 
ſelf, not only to the Reproach of all her Neignu- 
bours, but to the Contempt of the Virtuous, and t 
the Jeſt of the Mob; and, which is more than al 
the reſt, tis ten to one but her Husband him. 
ſelf comes to upbraid her with it, and, perhaps, 
hate her for it; at leaſt he will be always telling 
her, how honeſt he was to perform ſuch a Pros 
miſe, which no Body but himſelf would have 
made good, and no Body but a Fool, that is to 
ſay, no Body but her, would have truſted to 
and indeed, though 'tis ungenerons and unjuſt 
in him to treat her in that Manner, yet tis 
what ſhe has a great deal of Reaſon to expect, 
2 what ſhe really deſerves by her Con- 
uct. | 1 * | 4 


R H-——, is a North Country Laird, 
which is a Title there not beneath a Man of 
Quality; the Lady had, it ſeems, made a Slip 
in his favour. before Marriage, of what kind you 
ww gueſs : However, he healed up the ſore, 
and married her afterwards ; ſo his Character, 
as an honeſt Man, was ſaved alſo. But how 
far'd it with the Lady ? 

In the firſt Place; as he carried it but very in- 
differently to her as toKindneſs, ſo he never failed 
to upbraid her with his extraordinary Honeſty in 
taking her; how juſt he was, and how infinitely 
obliged ſhe ought to think ſhe was to =_ 3 
90 | that 


-_ 
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- * that it was What no Body but he would have 


done : And if he took any thing ill from her, 
. though it was twenty Years after, he would not 
Fail to tell her, ſhe was Ixgrate; that ſhe ow'd 
him a Debt ſhe could never pay; and fo run 
back the whole Story upon her; and how, if he 
had not been honeſter than ſhe was, he had 
— taken her, and then ſne had been un- 
8 

2. To make the poor Lady compleatly un- 
happy, he is Jealous of her tothe laſt — 

treats her very hardly on that Account; 
and when ſhe ulates with him upon that 


Head, and appeals to him for her Conduct ever 


fince Marriage, which has indeed been blame - 

leſa, the Brute runs it all back to the firſt and 

only falſe Step of her Life, and, with a flout 

upon all her Integrity and exactneſs of Living, 

2 Is her, with an old Scots Ballad at the End 
it: * {ul | rt 


* Titty, Tatty, Kitty, Kati ß, 
Falſe to ea Man, falſe to au Men. 


It ſeems, *tis 'a proverbial Saying for a Man 
who has married a Whore, intimating, that as 
ſhe was aWhore to him, ſo ſhe would be aWhore 

to any Body elfe, or to every Man. 
Tus ſhe is all her Life ſubject to the Re- 
roach ; not forty. Years Wedlock, and an un- 
—9 * Life, will make it up; the Debt is 
never paid, and yet always a paying; and all 
this for a ſhameful. yielding her ſelf up a 
few Days before the Form would have ſanctiſied 
the Action. | 15 | 
- Nox is it ſufficient to plead, no not to 
-himſelf, that he importuned her, or ſurprized 
r 


* 


. 
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her, of drew her in; thoſe Things are all fors 


ot; or, if remember'd, amount to no Excuſe. 
Fhe Breach in the Woman's Virtue being once 
made, he muſt be a Man of uncommon Ln 
and 


and of a great deal of good Humour, that 
not one time or other throw it in her 'Faci 


load her with the Reproach of it. 
In the next equal the hazard on the Wo- 


man's Part is unequal, extremely unequal; ſur 
ſhe runs the hazard of Mortality. — — the 
Man would be juſt to her, and marry her; but 
then, as I once knew to be the Caſe, ſuppoſe 
he falls ſick and dies; the Woman is undone, 
ſhe is left with Child; ſhe cannot claim the 
Man, nor the Child inherit from him as a Fa- 
ther; ſhe has not only no right to any Thing 
he has left, but, for want of à Power to make 
ſuch a Claim, ſhe diſcovers that ſhe is not a 
legal Wife, but was his Whore; and this in 
ſpight of ten thouſand Promiſes of Marriage; 
ay, though there were ten thouſand Witneſſes 
of thoſe Promiſes. So certain is it, that no 
Promiſes of Matrimony make a Marriage, and 
that a Woman cannot expoſe her ſelf with 
greater Diſadvanta & than to take Matrimony 
upon truſt, that all t 

fible for a Man to give her, cannot be an equi- 
valent to the ſacrifice of her Virtue, - beſides 


the riſque of Mortality, as above, in'which Caſe: - 


ſhe is inevitably ruin'd. | 
Ap after all, what Pretence is there for 
the thing, ſince Matrimony is the Matter treated 
of? Why is not the Treaty finiſhed ? and if the 
Treaty is finiſhed, why in ſuch haſte for the 


Conſummation? or why the Conſummation 


without the Ceremony, or before it? Horrid un- 
reſtrained Appetite! Why muſt the brutal Part 
-- It be 


e Aſſurance that it is poli- 
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be gratified at the Woman's 5 ence, and that 
at an Expence ſo very great, that nothing can 
make amends for it? 
I knew a Difaſter * * on the very 
Tame Cale as this, when Mortality interpog'd , 


critical Moment. f 
Tux Cafe was thus: A young Man courted 
neighbouring Maid; the Girl had a v 
Character, was not a Servant; liv'd with 
er Mother, and liv'd tolerably well ; but his 
Circumſtances were the better of the two; ſo 
that it was thought to be a very good Match 
enen ee | 1 10 
- Txers iage was A on; and the 
young Woman, at his Requeſt, took 4 
Lodging in the Town where he liv'd , ſeveral 
Things for a time prevented their marrying, 
and icularly the want of a Licence; but 
he being, after ſome time, — to go to Lon- 
don, on ſome particular Occaſion, he promis d 
his Miſtreſs to bring a Licence down with 
ham to marry her. "FO | n 
How vx, in this Interval it unhappily ap- 
that he had prevailed with her to let 
im Lie with her, and the Girl proved with 


Child. He was ſo juſt to her, that when he 


came back from London, where he had ſtaid 
ſome time, he brought the Licence with him, 
and twice they went together to a neighbour- 
ing Miniſter to be married; but ſtill one Thing 
or other intervened; as once they came too 


late, the Canonical Hour being the feru- = 


pulous Gentleman refuſed, and would not; and 
the next time the Miniſter was really very 
ill, and could not, but appointed them to come 


« 
4 


* 


Death ſnatchd away the Man, in the very 


the next Thurſday, that being Tueſday, _ * 
| | he”; 


: 


* 
1 


1 3 
he would not fail, Gop willing, to marry 
On the Evening of the Wedneſday, the 
ung Man was taken ſick, which proved to 
the Small-Pox, and, in a few Days, he died. 
He declared upon his Death-bed, that ſhe was, 
as he called it, his betrothed Wife; own'd the 
Child to be his, obliged his Mother to take 
Care of-the young Woman, and of the Child, 
which was as much as Providence allowed him 
time to doo . 

Bur this took Wind; the young Woman 
was known to be with Child, and known te be 
unmarried; and ſome maliciouſly informed the 
Pariſh Officers of it, and they the Juſtices of 
the Peace, on pretence of ſecuring the Pariſh. 
But the young Man's Mother anſwered pre- 
ſently to the ſatisfaction of the Pariſh , and 
the Miniſter teſtify'd for both the young Man 
and the young Woman alſo, that they were 
twice with him to be married; ſo that the ho- 
neſty of Intention was on both Sides apparent; 

yh — young Woman was expoſed by it to the 

ee. 

| War Folly, as well as Wickedneſs, was 
here? A young well-meaning Woman preyaiPd 
with, on the weak Pretence of being eſſentially 
though not formally married; I ſay, prevaild 
with, to gratify the Man at the hazard, and, 
as it proved, at the coſt or price of her Virtue 
and of her Reputation; forced to acknowledge 
her ſelf a Whore, and to bring a Baſtard 
into the World, when, upon only waiting 
a few Days, all the Scandal, the Re- 
2 and, which is moge, the Crime alſo 


- 


. 


d been avoided, p 
Þ | | Hz 


little to be ſaid in Defence of it, that, in ſhort, 
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+ Hrzz was Whoredom under the Protection 


or in the Colour and Diſguiſe of Matrimony 


He told her, they were married in the Sight of 
Heaven; he her his Wife, and twas too 
evident he ue'd her as ſuch; and Heaven, in 
Juſtice, brought her to Shame for it. What 
was this but a Matrimonial Whoredom? and 
that of a fatal Kind; a Kind that has ſo 
many weak and vile Pretences for it, but yet 
Jo fair and ſpecious, that many (till then) 
innocent Women, have been impoſed upon by 
them, and ruined. i e 
Bo r that which is ſtill unaccountable in it, is, 
that the Hazard is ſo great, and the Benefit; 
the Gratification, or what other ugly thing 
we may call it, is ſo very ſmall: Tis like a 
Man and Woman on Horſeback, ar,» to 
ford, or rather ſwim, a deep and rapid River, 
when the Ferry-boat is juſt ready on the other 


Side, and may be called to them in a few Mi- 
nutes, to carry them over ſafe. There is no 


common Senſe, no rational Argument, in their 
ſavour. But the Brutal Part prevails; the 
Woman, abuſed with fine Promiſes, E | 
tutes her Hononr, her Virtue, her Religio 
and her Poſterity, on the lighteſt and moſt 
ſcandalous Pretences that can be imagined; and 
when ſhe has done, has nothing to ſay but old 
Eve's Plea, The Serpent beguiled me. o7 
I know nothing that can be ſaid for the 
Man; nothing but what is too vile for me to 
mention, too groſs for my Pen; and, as I ſaid 
in another Place, the Crime muſt go without 
its juſt Cenſure, only becauſe it is too groſs. 
to be named. The Motives to it are ſo wi 
the Pretences for it ſo foul, and there is ſo 


% 


ay.” 


* 
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the beſt Thing I can add, is to ſay, tis the 
worſt Piece of Matrimonial Wickedneſs that 
can be practiſed, I call it Matrimonial, becauſe 
committed under the Shelter of thatſacredCovers 
ing; the holy Ordinance is made the - diſguiſe 
for it, the Woman is beguiled, under the Maſque, 
and on the Pretence of its being no Crime. 
Tat Man is the Deceiver; he acts the De- 
vil's Part every Way, he is the Tempter, and 
is a Party to the Crime : As for himſelf, his 
Reaſon muſt be — or he conld never 
ſubmit to ſo ſordid an Action; he muſt be 
degenerated into ſomething below a Man; his 
Appetite muſt be all brutal and raging, pers 
— out of the government of his Un 
ſtanding; in a word, he muſt be out of him- 
ſelf; the thing is ſo contrary to Reaſon, that 
it is indeed contrary to Nature, and to common 
Senſe, for a Man to defile his own Bed, — 
his own Race, make a Whore of his own Wife; 
nothing can be more inconſiſtent with Nature, 
and, as I ſay, with common Senſe; not to Tay 
a Word about Religion, or the Laws of Gp; 
Theſe, to the People I am ſpeaking of, are not 
to be mentioned, or, in the leaſt, ſuppoſed tg 
have been thought of. N 
War muſt the Man or the Woman think 
of themſelves, when, after Marriage, they 
come to reflect upon this Fart? What Re- 
roaches will they caſt upon one another? 
hat Comfort, as the Scripture ſays, can they 
have in thoſe Things whereof they are now” d. 
Hamed? Granting for once what, however, 
very ſeldom happens, that they do not come to 
Reproach one another, and Revile one ano» 
ther; ſuppoſe the Man good-humour'd enough 
not to * has Wife for — eaſy complying, 
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or to be jealous. of her doing the ſame for 
others, according to the Scots Song mentioned 
above: On the other hand, ſuppoſe the Wo- 
man does not upbraid the Man with delud- 
ing her, making a thouſand ſcurrilous Re- 
flections upon him, for drawing her in by his 
fair Promiſes, his horrid Oaths and ſolemn 
Proteſtations, and now to upbraid her with 
3 Suppole, I ſay, the Man and the 
oman both, not ſo .il-humourd as to Re- 
proach one another with the Crime; yet they 
will deeply Reproach themſelves, for laying 
themſelves ſo open to publick Scandal, for 
the ſatisfying a meer Guſt, and the prevailing 
Importunities of their corrupted Appetite, when 
ſo ſmall a Time of. forbearance would have 
made all ſafe on both Sides. | 
Ix the mean time, let the Self-Reproaches 
on either Side be ever ſo ſevere; let the Repen- 
tance be as ſincere and as publick as you P caſe 
to imagine it, the Fact is the ſame; and I can- 
not call the Thing it ſelf any thing more or 
Jeſs than, according to my Title, a Matrimonial 
Whoredom, and that in the courſeſt Degree. 
.  PexHAPs ſome may think my Cenſure too 
hard on the other Side; I mean, as to the 
Man's marrying the Woman afterwards ; and 
that whale I exclaim ſo loudly againſt the Of- 


_ Fence of lying together, though under ſacred 
Promiſes of Matrimony, I encourage the Men 


to break thoſe Promiſes, pretending, that the Of- 
fence being already ſo great, they can be no 
worſe; for ſince it —— not leſſen the Crime, ſa 

they, what ſhould they marry the Woman for? If 


me muſt be counted a Whore all her Days, and he 


a Criminal, though he is ſo honeſt as to marry 
her, what ſignifies the Honeſty 2 He can be 
FT = 
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no worſe if he lets it alone? And thus 
— Reproof, they ſay, will do more hurt than 


S.. To this I anſwer : Let the Woman then pro- 
vide againſt that; for I ſhall never think Pity 
due to any Woman after this, who, being thus 
warn'd, will let a Man lie with her up- 
on Promiſes of After-Marriage; there can 
be no wrong done to the Woman, ſeeing ſhe 
may avoid the Danger by avoiding the 
Crime; and yet the Man is greatly miſtaken 
too, who pretends, that to break his Sanyo 
ment with the Woman does not en the 
Offence. If this were true, and that by ow 
forming the Promiſe the Perſon was not the leſs 
Criminal, the Offender - would always. take 
care not to perform the Obligation; and {ſa 
we ſhould have a continual Complaint. But, 
I ſay, let it be ſo, nay, let the Woman take 
it for granted, I am ſure ſbe ought to do 4. 
that whenever ſhe yields on ſuch Terms, the 
will be left in the lurch, and expoſed; and this, 
if any thing, would ſhut the Door againſt her 
complying. - 855 
Nay, I muſt needs ſuy, the common U- 


ſage is ſo much againſt her, that one would 
wonder any Woman ſhould be fo weak 


to yield upon thoſe Conditions; and, to 
me, it argues heceſlarily one of theſe two 
Things. 8 "PEE 


1. GR RAT neglect of the Conſequences of 
Things; great Indifterence not only as to her 
being with Child or not with Child, taken or 
refuſed, married or not married; and ſo alfo 
with reſpe& to her Fame and Character, whe- 
ther Honeſt or a Whore. But, e 
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2. Ir argues Iikewiſe a perfect Indifference 


9 


as to the Crime; * Offence, 


againſt Gon or Man; and ſuch a Woman ought 
not to be ſuppoſed to value the Sin of 


ing a Whore, any more than the Scandal of 
at. | | 


In Drzp; to be utterly thoughtleſs of the 


Conſequence, and every Way as wicked as the 
Man, fe 


eems to be juſt the Character of the Wo- 
man in this particular Caſe: And I muſt leave it 
her, that ſhe who thus complies, declaresher 
JTelf, by the very Fact, to be utterly uncon- 


_ cerned about her Character, whether as a Wo- 


EIT] 
1s Di t to her Senies again, ihe m 


be ˖ that ſhe deſerves to be ſo un- 


L 2531 


ST N So 7 „1 
- eH AN M 48 
Of a Huchand knowing his Wife after Cons - 
ception, or after ſhe is known to be 
with Child. Of the Reaſonableneſs and” © 
of the Lawfulneſs of it. And whether 
| this may not come under the juſt Deno- 
mination of MATRIMONIAL WHOREs 


s the Procreation of children is the 
only, or at leaſt the chief Reaſon of 
Was NN Matrimony ; fo when the Woman. 
bas once conceived, it is the Opinion 

SEES of the learned and modeſt World, 
her Husband ought to know ber -no more till ſhe 
a brought forth, and is delivered of her Bur- 


then. | 

Som will have this be called a rigid Law; 
that there is nothing in the Laws of Gon to 
direct ſuch a Reſtraint, and that therefore tis 
what the Text calls binding heavy Burthexs z 
-like the Phariſees impoſing Severities. on others, 
which they would not be bound by themſelves; 
and, as tlie ſame Text hints, would not touch 
tbem with one of their Fingers, that is to lay 
would not obſerve, or be under the Obligation r 


* 
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thoſe Laws which they preached up the Neceſſity 
and Duty of to the People. 

Tur Queſtion before me, at preſent, is not 
who does, or does not obey and obferve the Rules 
of Modeſty, which we lay open to be their 
Duty; but whether thoſe Ru es are juſt, and 
= hy ought to be obſerved, yea or no? If 

ey who diate Laws do not obey the ſame 
2 be that double Guilt to themſelves, and 
be theirs the Repentance; the Debt is no leſs a 
| Debt for its not being paid, but tis doubly a 
= Debt upon thoſe that Inſtruct others to pay 
| it. However, that's a Subject to be entered upon 
by it ſelf, our preſent Buſineſs is to Then of 
the Thing as it lies before us. 

In Article I have now mentioned, is not 
- ſo much a Rule of Decency, as it is a Law 

of Nature; the Obligation to it, is therefore 

back'd with a ſuperior Authority: It is not 
fpounded in Cuſtom and Habit; it is not the 

Effect of the Curſe, or brought in as Modeſty is, 
_ as the Fruit of the Fall. Shame and Bluſhing 
may be the Conſequence of Sin; but the Sea- 

ſons, and the Laws of Generation, are the Off- 

de 85 of Nature; the great Parent of Life is 
irector and guide of Life, and has ap- 

pointed the Laws of it as a general Head of 

| Conſtitutions, by which all the Creatures are 

. 2 and F ſpeaking, — the 

+ + Crexvures are WI 2 5 1 naturally ſa- 
with thoſe | nftitutions, and freely 


2 r Brutes obey the Laws of Mitte tis 
not a ſubmiſſion, not a ſubjection, but a meer 
Conſequence of their Life; and tis the man- 
ner in which their natural Powers ate di- 


tected; tis ä in Which they flow 
23 : | they, 


= - 


Fu 
they know their Seaſons, and they follow 4 
Nature leads; chaſte and reſerved when the 
Streams of Nature abate, hot and furious when 
the Animal Spirits return; in a word, they 
come when Nature calls, and not before. ; 
Bur Man! ungoverned Man! neither in- 
fluenced by the Laws of Gop, or of Nature, 
gives himſelf a looſe to his corrupted Deſires,” - 
and ſubjects Nature; Reaſon, and even Reli: 
gion it ſelf, to his Appetite; in ſhort,” to a cor- 
rupted and depraved Appetite, a furious out- 
rageous Guſt; his Will governs his Underſtand- 
ing, and his Vice governs his Will; the brutal 
Part tyrannizes over the Man, and his Reaſon 
is over- ruled by his Senſe. * * 
Ir is obſerved of the Deer, that whereas it 
is a mild, quiet, gentle Creature; tame, even 
by its own Diſpoſition, pleaſant and inoffen- 
five, and this through almoſt all the Seaſons 
of the Year; yet, in its Seaſon, that is what 
they call its Rutting- time, they are the moſt 
furious of all Creatures; and though they do 
not, like the ravenous and voracous Kinds, 
ſuch as the Lyon or Bear, fall upon other 
Creatures for their Food, and to ſatisfy their 
Hunger, which, as is obſerved, is a Reaſon 
for their being 0 dangerous: Yet, on the other 
hand, the Stag, or the Buck, at that particular 
time, flies upon Man or Beaſt, and will kill 
and trample under its Feet whatever comes 
near him, or, at leaſt, offers to come near its 


Female. : 4 
eepers, Rangers of Foreſts, or 


No Park-K 
others, how bold and daring, or however fami- 
har among them, will darè to come near them 
In their Rutting- time, unleſs very well armed 
and attended; that is, with Dogs and Guns 
Aiden: 3 even 


1 | 
even the Dogs themſelves, though they are 
their Terror at another time, — it — the 
whole Pack together, will not meddle with 
them if they can help it. 

NATURALISTS tell us, that the Blood of 
the Creature at that time, is boiling hot; and 
though it be not in a Fever, which, they ſay, 
In a is Madneſs, or in Cats, and ſome other 
Creatures, becauſe it does not lie in the 
Head, as it does in Dogs, and ſuch other Crea- 
tures as are ſubje& to Madneſs, yet that 
the Spirits are in as high a ferment in theſe, 
as thoſe are. 

Bx that as it will, tis certain this is the Work 
of Nature, not a Diſeaſe upon Nature; and 
when the End, which is Generation and Pro- 
pagation of the Kind, is anſwered; when the 
Seaſon is over, the Creature returns to its na- 
tural calm and quiet; tb a Diſpoſition familiar 
and domeſtick ; will come up to the Keeper, 
feed out of his hand, and be as tame again 


as before. 


_T 818 fury of the Blood, however raging in 


the Buck, I ſay abates with the Seaſon, and 


he returns to be the ſame gentle pleaſant Crea- 
ae he "as 3 — = is not. ſo with the 
n; when the of his Appetite, prompt- 
ed by the youth f 5 Spirit, Ph. to 6 highth 
a little more than common, it continues there ; 
Iu not ſlacked by the Evacuations natural to 
Caſe, but he continues a Madman ſtill, and 
knows no Bounds. FMT. 

. In vain is Reaſon. given him, and intended 
by the Giver to be the guide and the govern- 
ex of his Life; to be his Director, and to com- 
mand his Paſſions and Affections; his Appetite 
getting ence the government, like a _ 

ſs ” a mou 


1 297-] = 
moutbd Horſe, he feels no Curb, knows no 
Reſtraint, and is 1 by no Reins but thoſe 
of his enraged Will. 

I can deſcribe the Article I am upon by 
no Mediums but thoſe of Simily and Allegory. 
Decency forbids me ſpeaking plainer than this. 
The Man is a Fury, and knows no limits to 
the Rage of his Inclination; but, puſhed on by 
the Heat of ungoverned Nature, and ſuppo- 
ſing an unlimited Liberty is given him by the 
Marriage-Licence, which, by the way, is a 
miſtake, he acts all the immodeſt Things ima- 
ginable with a ſuggeſted Impunity. 22 
Hence Sodomy it ſelf has been not only 
ated, but even juſtify'd in the Marriage- Bed; 
and indeed, one may be expected as well as 
the other; for why may we not look for one 
unnatural Exceſs, as well as another. * 
- Tae Twrks, tis a little hard I muſt be force 
to leave the Practice of Chriſtians, and go look 
among the Turks and Infidels for Examples "of 
Modeſty and Decency, but fo it is; the Turks, 
I fay, have brought this very Offence. which 


I complain of, under the Government of their 


Laws; and, as I ſaid before, it is remarkable, 
and a Pattern for Chriſtians, that they try. 
thoſe Cauſes in a manner much more awful 
and grave than we do. | Bu png 
Non is the Woman under that Reſtraint, 
which they are here, where, tho? ſhe is perhaps 
grolly injured, ſhe cannot do her felf Juſtice, 
uſe Modeſty forbids her Tongue expretling 

the Particulars, and deſcribing the Fact. But 
there, if any unlawful Violence is offered to a 
Woman by her Husband, under the Liberties 
of the Marriage- Bed, and ſhe finds her' ſelf ſo 
| - agerieved 
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red, as that the 1 is obl iged to ſeek redreſs 
ſhe proceeds th us: 


1. Sne goes to the / proper Officer, and de- 
— a Summons for hes Husband to appear 
—— the Grand Vizier, to anſwer to her Com- 
plaint 
2. Wr he appears, and ſhe is call'd in to 
juſtify her Charge, ſhe ſays not a Word; nor 


is her Face unveiled, till the comes to what we 


call taking her Oath : But then, unveiling her- 

Face, ſhe ſtoops down, takes off her Slipper in 

the Face of the Court, and holds it up to the 

SD (the Grand peppered: — it the 1 
ide upward. 


Tuis is enough to the Court, who unkind 
her diſtinctly, namely, that ſhe ſwears u pon 
the Alchoran that her Husband offers unnatural 
Violences to her, and that ſhe cannot live with 
him 15 that Account. She needs ſay no 

ut upon this Proceſs ſhe obtains a Di- 
=o againſt him, unleſs he can do one or both 


of the ollowing Things : 


-2. Cina himſelf of the Charge; or, 
2. Give ſufficient Security. for not ee 
the like to her again. | 


Turn is no need gd a r farther Ex- 
planation of theſe Things, or to ask me, what 
1s meant by offering unnatural Violences to a 
Wife ? Thoſe Queſtzons aim evidently at. what 
Thave from the Beginning proteſted againſt 
and any juſt and m eſt R will under 
what I mean by that. 591-541") 7 Fo 


© wh $» 2% - 
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„ 
II is enough to tell you, that the very 
Thing I complain of in the Head of this 
Chapter is one of them: It is enough, that the 
Woman has conceived, and is with Child. 
What can be deſired of her more, is, in the 
Language of Mabometan Modeſty, a Violence, 
nay, an unnatural Violence; and the Woman 
complains of it as highly injurious. | 
THe Woman has indeed a ſtrong and unan- 
ſwerable Argument againſt the Man in caſe of 
this Complaint, which, tis true, we cannot 
plead here; namely, that ſhe holds up two, 
or three Sticks, which are given her by the Offi- 
cers, intimating, that her Husband can plead 
no Neceſſity for his uſing her in that manner, 
for that he has one, two or three Wives be- 
fides her, according to the Number of Sticks 
which ſhe expoſes, or holds up, and that there- 
fore he ought to let her alone to. go on in her 
Pregnancy, that ſhe may bring forth a Man 
Child without danger of Miſcarriage, which, 
_ *tis ſuggeſted, might otherwiſe happen to her 
by that Violence. EPI 5 
I very much doubt this will be called a new 
Doctrine here; and I have been told already 
(by a Man of Modeſty too) upon reading it in 
the Manuſcript, that I ſhall: never perſuade 
Chriſtians to believe it Criminal, whatever 
the Turks may do. But why ſhould I ſuſpect᷑ 
this, where, as I ſaid before, it is not the Law W- 
of Matrimony, or the Law of Turks and Pagans. 
that T'am'mentioning, but the Law of Nature; 
though Cuſtom may be argued to be a Law, 
or as a Law, and that in many TO Cuſtom 
18 2 Tyrant; Nature is a juſt and limited Geo- 
vernment. Cuſtom is Anarchy and = ; 


* 


„ 


A 
* 


Tou, Cuſtom, you are an Invader and an Uſur- 
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Nature is a regulated Monarchy, and a well- 
eſtabliſhed Conſtitution. - 
Bur, to go farther; the Law Iam ſpeaking 
of, is Nature, ſupported by Reaſon, or, if you 
pleaſe, Reaſon ſupported by Nature. Reaſon 
thinks it juſt to follow where Nature leads, 
and where there is no juſt and rational Ob- 
jection againſt her Dictates, becauſe Nature is 
certainly judge of her own Conſtitutions, and 
beſt knows her own Actings; her Influences 


run in ſecret Channels, which no Force ought 
to obſtru&, and, when they do not ſwell w 


yond Bounds, ought not to be check d and ftop'd 
bs. = are many Arguments in Philoſophy, 


az well as in Medicine or Phyſick, why the 
Courſe of Nature ſhould not be obſtructed and 
Interrupted ; and except where her Exorbi- 
tances ſeem to break out into Offence, ſhe 
ought not to be reſtrained, -and even there 


but gently and with good Reaſon, and in its. 


oper Time. "FE 
fo T Cuſtom pretends to govern Nature with 


a kind of abſolute Dominion, and to n- 
nize over all the Laws of Reaſon and of Na- 


a 
cCuſtom, which al Mankind to Slav'ry bringt, 
bat dull Excuſe for doing filly Things. _ 


_ Now if Cuſtom has ſet up a vitions Practice: 


in contradiction to Nature and Reaſon too, 
ſhall this be a received Law. among us, who 
pretend to know and practiſe ſo well > Beſiles, as 
the Devil faid to the Sons of Sceva, Nature we 
know, Reaſon we know, but who are you? 


per; 
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per; an Invader of Nature, and an Ufurpet ot 
the Throne of Reaſon, that ſets up for a Judge 
of Convenience, and a Judge of Right and 
Wrong, to which you have no more Claim 
than you have to judge of Truth and Reli> 


wh. © --* 
ö Ix all ſuch Caſes, it is but a juſt Enquiry to 
make here, What is this Cuſtom derived from? 
And I am ſure, in this Caſe, it muſt be an- 
ſwered, this Cuſtom is begun in Crime; it is 
derived from an Offence, and, as is the Tree, 
ſach is the Fruit, offenſive z for this Evil Tree 
cannot bring forth good Fruit; it derives from 
vitiated and corrupt Affections, heated Blood, 
and debauch'd ſappreſs'd Reaſon; | 
Do Men gather Grapes of theſe Thorns? 
Can good come out of this Evil? Corrupt Ap» 
petite, unreſtrained Will, break out in corrupt 
Actions, and continued in, grow up to corrupt 
Habits, and this we call Cuſtom; when it 18 
grown up to- that Name, Cuſtom, it immedi- 
atel _—_ to Tyrannize, and make it ſelf 
an Excuſe for its own Errors. In a word, Men 
£0 on in a Cuſtom, becauſe it 1s a Cuſtom 
d it gets Years on its Side, and then tis call 
an old Cuſtom, an antient Cuſtom, which adds 
Veneration to it, and, at laſt, an immemorial 
_ Cuſtom, or, as we vulgarly expreſs it, a Cuffom, 
Time out of mind; whach is ſufficient to make 
p Tut 9 ion uſt On N | 
HIS ption upon Nature, ERS 

turned into Cuſtom, is the Thing we —— | 
combat with in the Article before us, in which 
we have this lawful Plea to bring againſt it; 
8 That Cuſtom in Crime is juſt as much a 
Defence for it, as Antiquity, in Error, and is 
andeed the ſame thing; and fo, in the Caſe 


ſ 


= wel . 
before me; for a Man to ſay, I have always 
done ſo, you ſtartle me a little, tis true, Idid not 
examine into the thing, but I never made any 
hefitation about it; tis a Cuſtom, and, I be- 
Heve, every Body does it as well as we; and 
therefore I cannot think tis a Crime; you 
muſt preach it down in general; when it comes 
to be — by other People, Ill think of 
it, _ I believe, every Body does ſo, as well 
28 i 


Tusk are really dangerous, as well as 
unjuſt Arguings, and the more ſo, becauſe 
are too true, and too real. But what 

is then to be done? Muſt Cuſtom, founded up- 
on the moſt ſcandalous Miſtake, take Place? 
It was, in its very original, an Encroachment 
upon Nature, upon Modeſty, and upon Tem- 
perance, and ſhall we plead its Antiquity, 
which is ſo far from an Excuſe, that it is 
an addition to its Crime; this is as if a con- 
victed Highwaymen ſhould plead for Mercy, 
becauſe he had been forty Years in the Trade, 
an old Offender, and practis d in the 
Crime. ” DS Mm. as. 
_ . Te: the Cuſtom is wicked; if it is, in its 
original, a Treaſon againſt Virtue, and an En- 
croachment upon Nature; will any Man plead 
for the Practice, becauſe their Anceſtors were 
guilty of it before them. n 
TxERE is indeed a happy Article in this Argu- 
ment, (vix.) that there is not one Word of Excuſe 
for it, but this fooliſh Plea of its being a 
Cuſtom; all other Arguments are againſt it; tis 
evidently a Pollution in Nature, a Scandal to its 
Purity, to its Virtue, to its Moderation, and 
to all that can be called Prudent and Wiſe. 


Pug: 
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PROCREATION of the Species, and the Ges 
neration of Mankind, is the juſt End of Ma- 
trimony; tis expreſs'd ſo in the Office of Matri- 
mony, and in the ſacred Text, in many Places; 
Now when the Woman is with Child, the End 
of Matrimony is anſwered ; the Demand is at 
an End till ſhe is light again (as the Women 
call it), Some would fain plead a progreſſive 
Conception, and that there is a Supply wanting 
to compleat the Formation of the Fetus, and a 
great deal more of that Kind. 

Bor this is evidently a Miſtake, and the 
contrary is manifeſt z the Work of Conception 
is hit off at once; the Materials being furmiſh- 

ed, Nature being ſet on Work, all the formin 
Parts are engaged together; they may, — — 
be hindered and interrupted in their Opera- 
tion by future Agreſſions, and by the very 
Offence which I complain of; but that any 
addition can be made to the Work of Nature, 
eſpecially in the manner, and at the diſtance of 
Time that we ſpeak of, is groſſy abſurd, and 
contrary to Nature. 
IT uꝝꝭxù limitation of Time when, as I ſay, the 
Man ſhould know his Wife no more, is plac'd 
at ſo convenient a diſtance, as that of her be- 
ing known to be with Child. If there were 
any ſuch Thing as a ſecond Conception, or ad- 
ditions to the Work of Conception, auxiliar to 
Nature, I ſay, if there were any ſuch thing, as 
I can by no means grant, tho I do not diſpute 
it here; yet tis evident it muſt be at or about 
the Beginning of the Conception, not at four 
or five Months diſtance of Time, for then a 
Woman might go with two or more Children at 
once, and bring them forth four or five Months 
after one another; nay, a Woman might be 
| | always 


6 3 


VEN Conceiving, always Breeding, and al- 


ways Bearing or Brin ng forth. 

WHETHER mult t groſs Ideas lead us? 
And into what Abſurdities — we run in our 
Thoughts of them? Let thoſe that can con- 
ceive thug of ſuch Matters, enter into a Deci- 


cifion of the Controyerſy; I think, our preſent 


Subje& is no = concerned to anſwer them, 
than only to 9 5 to Reaſon and Experience, 
and to all the earned/Anatomiſis and aeneed 
ers, to judge of it. 2 281 Þ; 
I obſerve, when I hint the Modeſty. S 
bometan Nations, and other /People, who, as I 
have ſaid, abſtain from their Wives as: ſoon as 
they have Coneeived, or, tor put it zight, as 
ſoon as they know they» are with Child ; I am 
anſwered with a kind of eagerneſs, that it is 
eaſy to them, bechuſe during Plurality of 
Women, or being allowed as Wives as 
they will, ey hl can lay by one, and take 
another as leaſe ;; ſo that they are never 
without a W 
ſhe —— Apartment, and he knows 


Bed; and as flee may continue ſour or five 


by that time the firſt is ſure to be delivered, 
the Wives in their Turn. And thus the Man 


nience. 


e Reaſon of that Fractice is taken from the 
Cuſtom 


— ons- is with Child, 
her no more. But then he calls another to his 
Months before he can be ſure ſhe is with Child, 
and be ready for his Bed again; and ſo of all 
is never F a Woman for 3 Conve- 
Wir this be co, all met ean be ſaid for: . 
3s, that this is'a kind of Argument in favour 
of Poligamy, that is to ſay, that we make uſe 


of it es ſuch. But the Tu, As are very far from 
Fe this as a Reaſon for their /Poligamy -. 


2*] 


. 305 F 1 3 
Cuſtom of the Patriarchs, and is made a part 
of Mabomet's Law; and if they were not ſo 
allowed the uſe of Women promiſcuouſly, 
it is certain they would till abſtain from their 
> during the time of their being with 

Ir is looked upon as 2 prepoſterous Thin 

2 Pollution and Impurity, nay, they take 4 

to be nauſeous and unnatural; the ſober 

Men among them ſpeak. of it with deteſtation, 
and upbraid the Chriſtians with it as acting 
more than Beaſtial, for that very few of the 
brute Creatures practiſe it; and, if you conſider 

it with -exaQnels, you will not find any of the 
Brutes that will admit, much leſs ſeek the Con- 
junctionof theirSexesafter Conception: However 
eager when Nature prompted, ' and however 
loud the Female calls the Male, yet, after the 
Fire of Nature is quenched, ſhe fights him, and 
flies at him if he attacks her. | 

Ir would be an unpleaſant Task, and un- 

| ſuitable to the juſt Reſtraint which I have put 
upon 9 in the firſt Un ing of tha 
difficult Work, if I ſhould pretend to enter 
here into a Philoſophical or Anatomical De- 
ſcription of the Reaſon and Nature of the 

brutal Appetites; their Seaſons, their Conduct 3 

in them, and their punctual obſerving the "> 

Laws of Nature in the various Cir CES | 
of thoſe , Seaſons, their Conception; their 
bringing forth their young; their ſackling . 
and nouriſhing them afterwards z how regular, , 
how exact, and how punQual the Creatures are = 
to thoſe Seaſons, and how modeſt and uncon-. 
cerned with one another when thoſe Seaſons. 

are paſt, or in the due Intervals of them. 


. 

I ſay, it would be an improper Search under 
the Limitations which I am otherwiſe bound 
by; the Enquiry would be very improving, 
critical and curious; and ſuch a Thing may not 
be unprofitable in Surgery and Anatomy: But, 
at, preſent, our Subject points another Way; 
and I am ratherdiſecurſing the Morality, as well 
as the a rage þ od it, the rational, not phyſical 
Foundation of it; and ſearching into the Rea- 
ſon why we give our ſelves ſuch Liberties which 

the 8 and undirected Part of Mankind, 

do not ta 8 1 oP n AN 
As to the weak Excule, that the Mahometan 
and Pagan Nations have a Plurality of Women, 
ſo that they ſupply Nature's demands another 
Way, tis a moſt ſeandalous Confeſſion, that 
the vitious Part of the Man is the only occaſion 
of the Practice; and that this is done, not that 
it is ſuppoſed to be right, but becauſe the Power 
of the Vice prevails, and the Appetite rules the 
Man, the Reaſon, and Nature is ſubjected to 
Deſire, and the pure Flame is overborn by the 
impure eruption of Salt and Sulphur. © 

Ap where's the Chriſtian all this while? 
Where are the neceſſary Mortifications of a 
holy Life? Where do ſuch mortify the Deeds 
of the 'Body? Rom. viit. 13. How have they 
—_ the Fleſß with its Affection and Lufts ? 
Gal. v. 24. | n | 
SMALL Chriſtians, that pretend to walk by 
the pure Pattern of their Saviour and his Apo- 
les, and by the perfect Rule of the Scripture, 
at the ſame time plead a neceſſity of Polluting 
themſelves, and that in a filthy and loathſome 
manner; a manner which they cannot ſpeak of 


without Bluſhes; ſhall theſe plead a ſupplyof ths 


* 
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"Demands of Nature, and a neceſſity for want 
of a Plurality of Women? | 
How ought ſuch rather to remember that 
they are Chriſtians, and that the double Obli- 

1 lies upon them to abſtain from ſuch 
Tr hings, by how much they pretend to a great - 
er Alita e in their Mortifications from ſupe- 
rior and inviſible Helps of Religion? How 
do we ſee the Clergy of the Roman Church 
devote themſelves — 4 Ne Chatte) Celibacy, and 
enter into ſolemn Vows 0 - and per- 
form them too; for tho? ſome. may 7 fete, we. 
cannot, With common Juftice, charge it upon 
the whole Body of the Clergy, and' of the Re- 
ligious People? e 

AND ſhall Proteſtants only pretend we a 
neceſſity of Crime, and that they cannot re- 
ſtrain themſelves from ſecret dneſs, or 
keep themſelves from ſhameful Pollutions, 
15 that they muͤſt allow themſelves to act 
againſt Nature, and againſt Virtue, and even 

ainſt the Stomach? This is the gfroſſeſt Piece 

of confeſs'd Frailty that one can meet with 
"oy where, and nothing that T now ar Roty 
can come up tot. 
As to the Abſtinence of thoſe 1 20 de 
Countries, are allowed a Plurality of 1 
we are aſſured that ſome, <a, many of them, 
after having had the Knowledge of one of their 
Women, they knew her no ce till they haye 
an Aſſurance that ſhe has not conceived, and 
that ſhe is not with Child. The Grand Seig- 
nor, tis certain, acts thus among the Ladies of 
"THE Seraglio; and, we may believe ſome WhO 
retend to know, lives a much more temperate 

ife, aud acts with a great deal mare Modera- 
tion among three or four hundred Ladies, all 4's 

* 2 
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his Command, than the Gentlemen I am ſpeak- 
wg 9b of 2 with one 1 8 no more. * 
among thoſe People, for a Man 

3 a Woman after ſhe was already with 
Child, would be deteſtable, it would be an abo- 
mination to them; the Woman would refuſe it 
with as much Reſolution as ſhe would a Ra- 
viſher, and the Man muſt be abandoned to all 
that was counted brutiſh and unclean, that 
ſhould offer 1 It... 

WHETHER it 'be ſo a among us, ot how it is 
received and l among us Chriſtians, I 
leave to the general Opinion, and to private 
Experience, ot .meddling with that Part, as 
too groſs for me; though I might 12 Eramp Jes 
100 Notorious, from the Mouth Trae Font Sant 
Friends. of the unbluſhing Club at 
and from the Teſtimony and Confellch TY a- 
bundance of the modeſt Socie 5 — be- 
_ ſides. fome of the Ladies who, termed- 
Ae fo 00s fox t 27 in the 
| as to be of this 
pay wee and of n 0 o it; of 
wha my wonderful Concern. for their Fame, 


' gives me leave to lay no moge, It were to be 


| SIO +l pry! would, for the. . ” 
2 0 of their own. Characters, as 


"I am _ after all 1 have ſaid upon this 
filthy  Subje8, to obſerve, that Hole are yet 
no Want of 2 to defend the Prac- 
tice; though. I muſt add, that there is a per- 
F& Rterility. of 8 or, at leaft, rea- 
ſonable Arguments, to ſupport their Defence 


4 they ſay amounts to ſo little, and 
that little i in . * 
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fits ſo ill upon the Tongues of Men of Virtue 
and * much Þ leſs Men of Chriſtia- 
nity and Religion, that I bluſh' for them; and 
conceal it. Nothing requires a more juſt and 
ſevere Cenſure, except it be the Action they 

would defend by it. 

To ſay they cannot refrain, is to confeſs a 
frailty which apiſts, and, Popiſh Votaries de- 
ſpiſe, and pretend to make flight of, nay, 


| 9 Pagans and Mahometans overcome by 
r of their Religion. The Nas dedicated 


aud to 9900 ſuch Saints, undertake 


ori, ng 
to preſerye an F and the Hb 
Friars do 


10us Orders of Monks F; 
R e Cler nniverfilly make no o Diff 


cul 01 K. and this for the length af their 
hol Lives. And Mall Proteſtants not be a- 
ſhamed to fay the icy cannot for ſo little 
a Time, and an Octaſion? Tis à moſt 
ſhameful, Ne ty they are under; if the 
Fact be true, they ht, as 1 ſaid in another 
Caſe, take Plz F r Medicine, and ſtrive 
by Juſtigeble Mach, o abate the Acri- 
mony of their Blood, bringing themſelves into 


5 | 


ule or. Regimen of, Diet, that they may te- 


A the Cauſe, and enable them to command = 
their raging 550 by weakening the Deſire 
it ſelf, 3 
Norns is more certain, thai thit lüru- 5 
rious living, eating and drinking, what we 
call rich Diet, high Sauces, ffrong Wines, and 
other Incentives, are great Occaſions; ot Poll 
are Provocatives, and of other and | 
ſcandalous Appetites; the Blood "is ot oy | 
fired, and the Spirits are inflamed ; Nature is 
elevated and prompted, and then we Plead and 
Argue what Se gh — fo 5. 


/ 
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to name, and would Bluſn to do it it another 
time. | . re N 
Tx1s Luxury is not only a Sin in its own 
Nature, but it is a ſtrong Motive to other 8ins; 
tis the Devil at the Elbow, promptiug and ex- 
citing, and we ought to avoid the Cauſe as we 
— obey the Scripture, which ſays, Flee 
youthful Lufts ; the Reaſon is given in the 
very ſame Verſe, for they War againſt the Son; 
they raiſe a Tumult in the Man, they arm his 
Vices againſt his Reaſon, and procure him Ene- 
mies, even from within, that are too hard for 
him; in ſhort, they” raiſe the Devil, which he 
e . e 77 neee ee 
Ir is an undeniable Maxim, that a luxu- 
rious Appetite in eating and drinking raiſes an 
ungoverned Appetite in other Pleaſures; Na- 
ture obeys its own Laws: Great takings in 
muſt have great goings out; groſs feeding, and 
ſtrong rich taking in of Diet, muſt have Eva- 
cuations in proportion; if there is an Acrimony 
in the Blood, there is à phyſical Application 
neceſſary in its Courſe; great Digeſtures muſt 
have ſtrong Emeticks; there muſt be Evacua- 
tions of one Sort or other. $10.98; 235 HH 42 
Now a vitiated Appetite of one kind is the 
Effect of a vitiated gorging the Appetite on 
the other; and the groſs feeding occaſions groſs 
Deſires; on the other hand, to reſtrain and 
Iimit the Appetite in eating and drinking, is 
the only Way to get a compleat Victory over 
our dn Corruption Ta}; 
A mortified Mind therefore, a Soul reſolv'd 
not to be overcome; or be drawn aſide of it own 
Piuſfts, and enticad, but reſolved to mortify the 
Fleſh, with its Affections and Luſts, would 
en it ſelf a and ſubdue all the Oc- 
N. £ 
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exfions of the Crime. Certainly high feeding is 
the Original of high Vices, and brings the worſt 
Inconveniences of this kind upon the Man. 
Hence Faſtings were introduced in the primi- 
tive Churches, and Mortifications, in order to 
bring under the Body, and bring the Fleſh 
into Subjection; and they are pradisd among 
the moſt devout of the Popiſh Recluſes to this 


time, in order to enable them to reſtrain natu- 


ral Inclanation, and they do find them ef- 
fectual ; the abating the quantity of Animal 
Food, the pungent Particles of which ſharpen 
the Blood, preſs upon the Nerves, and give an 
ungoverned Vigour to the Spirits, 1s certainly 


the Way, and an effectual Way to reduce the 


Corruptions to the Government both of Reaſon 
and Religion. re; eee e 
II this Devil cannot be caſt out but by 
Prayer and Faſting, then Prayer and Faſting 
mult be practis d; for the Evil Spirit mult. be 
caſt out, and the ſtrong Man muſt be diſpoſſeſs d. 
Nox is it neceſſary upon a religious Account 
only, and to reduce us to the Nank of Chri- 
ſtians; but indeed, tis neceſlary in the Caſe 
before us, to bring us to à due Exercife of our 
Reaſon, and to act like Men, that we may not 
live like human Beaſts, without all Govern- 
ment, and without any Subjection to the Domi- 
nion of our NREj,/ͥ n- 8 
_ Tris then is the true Way to takę off that 
pitious Plea, (vix.) That they cannot reſtrain 
themſelves. To act reaſonably would be to re- 
ſtrain our ſelves; and thoſe that really can- 
not ſo reſtrain themſelves, grant, that they have 
not the exerciſe of their Reaforf. If due Mor- 
tifications were 3 the difficulty of re- 
raining themſelves . be taken away; in 
| : 1X4 
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the particular Caſe I am ſpeaking of, and the 
Inclination would not be able to conquer the 
Averſion; for there muſt certainly be ſome- 
thang ſhocking to Nature in the Thing it ſelf; 
and there wants nathing but a decay of the 
Ferment in the Bleod to make the Victory 
eaſy, and io bring the Enemy to be ſubdued. 
Ap to add to this Phyſical Reſolution the 
Methods of Diet, why ſhould not both Men 
and Women tie themſelves by ſolemn Vows, 
Promiſes and religious Reſolutions to keep 
themſelves within Baunds? Perhaps then they 
would aſſiſt one another in the Performance. 
Why do not Proteflantiy as well-as\Papifs; enter 
into Vos of Gontinence? No doubt if t 
would be aſſiſtant to ane antther to break thoſe 
Charms of Hell, thoſe Filtres and Bewitchings, 
which are certainly the Attacks of the Devil, 
they might break them 
Dio they do this, they would fortify' one 
another in the Ways of Virtue; and it would 
not be ſo eaſy to be drawn into Crime z'a'three- 
fold Cord is not eaſtly broken and: here is a 
threefold Help: As; (I.) A Conviction that you 
ought to perform it. (2) A ſolemn Vow to 
en the Performance. And, ( 3.) Mutual 
both in the Vow and in the Neſolu- 
„ OE 


e that chis_ eee ces 


ried on rather for want of knowing 
ho offenſive it is, than for want pf Power to 
reſolve a Performance, and to the Mind 


in it. Ouſtom has made the Vice, however 
odious in it ſelf, fo natural to us; that there 
are thouſands of People among us at this 
time, who, if you ſhould ask about it, would 
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readily anſwer with a ſurprize, Tprofoſs r never 
thought it had been an Offence. '' 

Mex go into it without Conſiders- 
tion. Nature gives faint checks to the Mind 
for even Nature, left entirely to it (elf, wok. 
yet have ſome Reluctance, and would a little 
recoil at the unnatural Action. But the Men | 
are us d to ĩt 3 there is no expreſs Law 
it; they ſes no notice taken of it in the 
ture, or in any ſubſequent Inſtitutions; they 
are under no — of that kind; and 
where ſhould' they then be reſtmined, and b 
Ih 10 df ut tons 900 fals 
b 3 i the Of. 
ren n in commit 
s it. The Cuſtom of the! COuntry he lives 
in is a terrible Plea, and he is too apt to cleave 
to it, and venture upon the Cuſtom ; he 
knows no Law againft it, and therefore "ſees 
no Crime, nd Breach of any La * the com- 
mitting it's ; - 90177 Jo evs 8 zei ni ne 
How ; weak) ig e Nature nt to ſee 
the Scandal : of ſo really odious 3 
Practice? And hom far is this Ignorance from 
ran, an Excuſe? It is indeed à Sin of Igno- 
but then it is a criminal Ignoranee too, 
a it makes no excuſe for, butaggravates the 
Charge as Murther committed: 1 r 


neſs is an Murtherr.. 
To de — 3 that Nature * 
rates, is inſt natural 


Light; reſiſting e moſt pow 
can be found oppoſing it. . Wpy do not ſuch 
open their Eyes? Nature aſſiſts them to 

40 it;; but the debauched — win — 


\ e lde — 4 


1 Motive that | 


Sarue 


e 
Salix r Francis, if you will believe the Writers 
of his Hiſtory, was particularly perſecuted 
with wicked and raging Inclinations to Wo- 
men; and the Devil, who, by the way, knows 
how to prompt us in that particular Article, 
where Nature is weakeſt and moſt inclined to 
yield, often laid Snares for him, and would 
appear to him in the ſhape of a beautiful Lady, 
or in the appearance of lewd and indecent 
Geſtures, But to reſiſt him, and keep down 
the rebelling Vice in his Blood, he would fall 
upon his Body, with the Scourge and the Diſ- 
cipline. Ha! Brother Aſs, 4 he, that vat the 
- beft Title be could give bis Carkaſs, do you want 
Correction ? Is your Blood ſo hot ſtill? Then 
he would faſt forty Hours, and all the while 
whip and tear himſelf with a Wire Scourge, till 
he made the Blood come. 65 
ZB the Hiſtory true or not, the Moral is 
The unmortified — Carkaſs is 
the real Fund of all theſe raging, tyrannizing 
Inclinations, which we make our ſimple Ex- 
cuſes for doing ſordid Things; and though I do 
not preſcribe Diſciplines and Faſtings, by way 
of meritorious ; Mortification in this Caſe, as 
the Papiſts do; yet I muſt tell my guilty Rea- 
der, they are abſolutely neceſſary in the Caſe, 
to reduce the (Car kaſs) Body into a due Sub- 
jection to (the Sou) Reaſon; and he that can»: 
not otherwiſe conquer an outrageous Appetite, 
ought, and muſt uſe the ve rryns to re- 
duce it; the Cauſe muſt be taken away that 
the Effect may ceaſe. : #7769 ; 26 1K» 
A Man who not only has a rational Soul, 
but has the Powers and Faculties of it, (vix.) 
His Underſtanding and Will in their due Ex- 
erciſe, ſhould be ed ta ſay, he 2 re- 
of © 7 By f rann 
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ſtrain this or that corrupt Affection; the Af- 
fections are certainly regimented in a ' ſuhorz 
dinate Station in the Soul, and are placed ini 
ſubjection to the key — He that 
gives them leave to advance beyond their 
Appointment, ſuffers his Soul to be hurryud 


down the Stream of the Affections, is ſo fx 


diveſted of himſelf, and out of his own G0 
vernment, and ought to uſe rational Means to 
recover the Exerciſe of his Reaſon, and to give 
thoſe upſtart tumultuous Things, called the Af. 
fections, a due and ſevere Check. AK 
ITERIS Doctrine of Diſciphne and Mortifi- 
cation, how much ſoever it may look like 
Popery, is notwithſtanding à moſt abſolutdly 
neceſſary thing in the Life of a Man of Senſe; 
and tho I am not talking of it here as 
religious Exerciſe, at leaſt not in the Man- 
ner and on the Principle of Merit, as the Fu- 
piſts practiſe it; yet I muſt own, tis the moſt 
effectual Means to anſwer the End in ſuch Caſes 
Le 

Ir it be true, that the Affections, which are 
the groſſeſt Part of the Man, are up in Arms; 
if this Mob is rais'd in his Soul, for ſuch it s 
the Militia muſt be raisd to ſuppreſs them; 
Violence muſt be ſuppreſsd by Violence; the 
Torrent muſt be check'd, and the Man be re- 
duced to the Government of himſelf, and . 
brought into good Order by proper Powets:; 
for as it 18 = ſhort) a Tumult in his Soul, 
and a Rebellion againſt the juſt Dominion of 
his Reaſon, ſo he muſt uſe the means Nature 
has put into his hand to quaſh and ſuppreſs the 
Rebellion, and chain them down like Galley- 
— to the Oar, to humble and mortiſy 

s en luck | * + 2 "a g 
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Tux Allegory is it is the hi auth of the 
! Spirits — ons all the Exor- 
bitances in the Affections, and thoſe Heats are 
to be - abated by Auſterities and” Diſcipline. 
Nature calls for It, whether Religion calls for 
i or no; it is a Political, as well as a Phyſical 
_ Prudence will direct; and any Phy- 


ou were honeſtly to tell him 
Caſe, S if: take 1t as a Diſeaſe in the « Blood, 


an Inflammation and Fever in the Hea 
— and would preſcribe you juſt oh 

Phyſick, ſuch ain, ks. th and fuck Mortifi- 
eations as I mourns as, the beſt Medicine for 


it as a Diſtem 2. 

I am the longer upon this Subide of Abſti- 
nence and erfunden in this Place, becauſe 
the Pretence in this Article is, the Strength of 
Inelivation is too great; and that we CANNOT 

eompleat it, tho it ought rather to be ſaid, 
irt vor. Nom were it really true, that 
they could not reduce and conquer the Incli- 
nation by the force of ordinary Reſolution, 
then the "reducing the Principle of it is the 
next ſure and I Method. Water may, 
if the Quantity be ſufficient, conquer and put 
ont — ne) but removing the Combuſtibles, 
the 8 1s a never-failing Me- 
rſt may do it, but the laſt muſt do 
it. 10 Fire . = 0 8 ſelf; that which w 
call Burning, is not 10 but penetrating 
dividing the Particles of Matter; if the” Mat- 
ter be femoved, there is nothing to ſeparate, 
—— operate upon, and the Fire goes out 
E. 
Tux like Plea for Mortifications holds good 


in moſt of the other Caſes I have 3 


Work; for ſhould we 
— ork; for ſho W 


"Tad 
Exceſſes which I have touch d at in the former 
Part of this Work to their true. Original, we 
ſhould find much of it owing to the Extravagan- 
ces of our Living in England, I mean, as t 
eating and dien What is the Reaſon, w 

e die of Fevers here 


— 
(on ; 
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 burs, Pride and Idleneſs, and Fulneſs A | 
Bread. By which I underſtand, that their la 
civious Wickedneſs proceeded from their luxu- 
rious Diet; Sloth and Gluttony enraged their 
Blood; and they fat upon the high Places to 
.Ovx fulneſs of Bread muſt be acknowledg d 
to be a great Aſſiſtant to our immoderate Appe- 
tite another Way; for this high Feeding gives 
High Spirits, and theſe prompt to all exorbitant 
Crimes. Exceſs of the Animal Spirits fill and 
Hire the Blood, and when thoſe heats rage; then 
the Head contrives Wickedneſs. I need not ſpeak 
it plainer, the Caſe is eaſily underſtood. N- 
thing can bring us to a Life of Moderation in 
our Pleaſures, like a Life of Temperance: and 
Moderation in eating and drinking 
Bur I come from the Cauſe to the Crime; 
and muſt ſay a Word or two more to that. 
Amond all the brutiſh Circumſtances of it, 
this is one, that tis an Action ſtript of all mo- 
deſt Pretences, all tolerable Excuſes; as it is a 
meer Act of Pollution, ſo there is not one 
Mord to be ſaid to extenuate it; the Man can 
only ſay, that he does it as an Excurſion of 
meer ſenſuality, or a gratification to the F 15 


There can be no End in it, or Reaſon for 1 
that can be ſo much as named without Blaſh- 
ing. The Woman is with Child, that's ſup 
100 It is known, and ſhe acknowledges. it. 
What then can be faid on that Side? The End 
of the conjugal Act is already anſwered , 
"Wherefore does he come near her? Tis only to 
ſatisfy the cravings of his Vice, only to gra- 
tify his fraileſt Part, to pleaſe himſelf, or, as 
the Scripture ſays, to fulfil the Luſts of the 
ER | TH Ig 


— 
T uIs is an End ſo baſe, ſo mean, fo abſurd, 
that no Chriſtian Man can plead" it in Excuſe , 
and yet, at the ſame time, tis impoſſible to 
find any other Excuſe for it: In ſhort, it is a 
meer ſhameleſs uſe of a Woman, to abate the 
heat of his Spirits, and cool his Blood; tis 
making a Neceſſary-Houſe of bis Wife, and no- 
thing more or leſs ; and that indeed is a ſordid 
Thing, ſo much as in the ſuggeſtion of it; tis 
adding Scandal to the Crime, covering it with- 
out a Cover; there's no Excuſe can made 
for it, no tolerable Name be given to it (that 
I can find at leaft) but this of Matrimonia 
Whoredom; according to my Title. 
Lr us then think of reforming this ſcan- 
dalous Practice; let us look at it in a due Per- 
ſpective, in à clear open Light. If any one 
thing can with Modeſty be ſaid in Defence of 
it, let us hear it; if not, if it is to be only _ 
confeſsd as a Crime, let it be forſaken as a 
Crime. What cannot be defended, ought to be 
reformed : What every one is aſhamed'to ſpeak 
for, none ſhould be aſhamed to forſake. 
I could offer ſome Examples upon this Sub- 
&, but they are of ſuch a courſe kind, that 
it is too foul to mention; there's no entring 
into the Particulars; it would offend the 
Ears of all thoſe that have the leaſt Pretence 
to Modeſty. Some of our worthy Neighbours 
will indeed, on this very Score, is? unreproved, 
and the filthy Circumſtances not be animad-. 
verted upon, becauſe they cannot he mentioned; 
— it is fo, it cannot be helped, ſo they mult 
cape. 22 E 2 
I have the Honour to converſe with ſome 
Gentlemen fo abſtenious, that they are able to 
clear themſelves of this Charge; and uy to 
* 5 > er 
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* ERNAR- Zandt f though, ** 
Sir W... G—, Lies Ong his La 
treated one. another always with fo Jae 
and with ſuch Reſerve in — Li Caſe, that as ſoon 
as ever the Lady has found her ſelf with Child, 
ſhe always lodged in Apartments by her ſel 
till mel was delivered, and the like at * A Sea- 
ſons; that no Occaſion might offer, where there 
— much Love, to have any excel3.. 
| " on has this modeſt Cuſtom Town ſo much a 
Stranger to oux Anceſtors, as it ſcems to ally 
been to Why 3 b char 
| 3 this was, wit n 
. good Cuſtom among Perſons of F s- 
lity, and of any —— — Fortunes, to have 
b — A ents, the Gentleman's Lodg- 
ings e Lady's uy ſeparate, ſo that, 


wind Fes r pg y went from one 
another for a whi proper Times return». 
ed, and made Lodging together reaſonable 


Ir is true, mildtine Families have not. this 
Convenience, and cannot keep ſeparate 
ings for one 931 44.4 it may be ſaid 
of ſuch indeed, that they have the greater ex- 
erciſe for their Virtue, becauſe they are obliged 
always to lodge together. But how great ſo- 
ever the Exerciſe 1s, and how difficult ſoever 
to be put in 13 8 all, as it is a Virtue, it 
ought to be ſtrictly obſerved ; nor, in | 
Opinion, can any Man be ſaid "Bra a Lite 
Virtue that ealeds 1 | 
Tux reft is all Proſtitution ; nay, tis worſe, 
tis unnatural, tis a kind of leſſer Sodomy for, 
I doubt not, but Sodom's Sins, the Foundation 
of which was laid, as I have > chibeved, in high 
** 9 1 in the ſacred 
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Text by Fulneſs of Bread, ſo the Conſequences 
brake out in divers other Exceſſes, beſides that 
one deteſtable Crime, which bears the Name and 
net of the Place to this Day. Their gor- 
ged Stomachs diſcovered themſelves, no doubt, 
in all the Exceſſes of a provoked Appetite, and 
an inflamed Blood; and it is fo, in like Caſes, 
to this Dr. | 

We have a Teſtimony of this in all Places, 
and, I may ſay; in all Ages of the World: The 
high Feeders are the high Livers; exceſs of 
Wine is'deſcribed in Scriptute to produce exceſs 
of Vice, and the Fire of Nature burns in pro- 

ion to the Fewel. Hence the Ttalzans, a 

Nation who revel in all the Varieties of Lux- 
ury, ſach as rich Wines, luſcious Fruits, high 
Sances, Pickles, Preſerves, 'Sweet-meats,. and 
_ Perfumes, 'to''an Exceſs, How do the helliſh 

Fires rage in them? Ho do they run out to all 
the Extremes of criminal Riot, even to that 
Fury of Love, called Jealouſy, and this often 
ending in Blood? How Joche; dwell in Wan- 
tonneſs and Laſciviouſneſs, and carry it on to 
all the moſt unnatural Extremes of the dead 


Lake it ſelf, and this not only now, but in the 
Romans Time alſd it was the lixkmee. 
Arx the ame time the more moderate feed. 
ing Nations round them, are in proportion, leſs 
outrageous in their Vice, and whether it be 
from any Principle of Virtue or no, they age 
ſo by the meer Conſequence, of Things; they * 
live more ſparingly; and their Blood is kept 
lower, not always inflamed (as is the Caſe in 

Italy, and other Parts of the World); they are 
forbid Wine, which to theſe Northern Climates 
is the Fewel of outrageous Actions, and leads to 
innumerable Crime. 
2 Y EE How 
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How eaſily then is this ſcandalous Exceſs to 
be cured? They have very little regard to Mo- 
deſty, to the demands of their Reaſon or of 
Religion, who will not reduce themſelves to a 
moderate Degree of Heat, in order to morti 


ſuch criminal Deſires as theſe; if a litt 


abatement of Wine, or of ſtrong nouriſhing 
and rich Diets, and feeding more ſparingly, 
would do it, they muſt have no deſire to live 


within Bounds, like Chriſtians, and like Men, 


who will not abate a little at the Trencher, that 
they may be able to abate in another Place. 
Gror ron and Drunkenneſs are too near 

a- kin to the Debaucheries of Love, as they may 
well be ſtiled, not to be called the Parents of 
the Vice. If you reſtrain the Original, you 
cut off the ſequent Crime; if the Springs are 
cut off, the Streams will ſoon fail; if the Foun- 
tains are ſtopt, the Rivers will ſoon be dry; 
and they that will not ſuffer ſo ſmall a Morti- 


cation as the denying themſelves a little in 


the exceſſes of the Table and the Bottle, in 
order to abate ſome of the more criminal Ex- 
ceſſes in the other Place, loudly tells us, they 
are in love with the Crime, that they are 
pleas'd with the Vice; and that it is not that 
they cannot reſtrain themſelves, but that, de- 
lighting in the vile Part, they don't deſire to 
reſtrain themſelves, or to be reſtrained; that 


they will not remove the Fewel, leſt the Fire 


ſhould abate : Thus one Exceſs followsanother ;/ 
a Debauchery of one kind follows the Debauch- 
of another; the Matrimonial Whoredom 
follows the Drunkenneſs and the Gluttony, by 
the ſame Neceſlity, and as naturally as the 
Conſequence follows the Cauſe; theInflux oc- 
calions the Eflux, and the Man is * ag 
| e; 
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ſame; he is a Voluntier in both, a willing Sers 


vant to the Devil, and deſires not to be deliver- 


ed from the pleaſing neceſſity. | 
I am the longer upon jt here, as I ſaid be- 
becauſe indeed tis the ſame thing in all 
the other wicked things I have mentioned in 
this Work. Whence comes all the indecent law - 
ful Things we have been talking of, but from 
this Sin of Sodom, ( vix.) Fulneſs of Bread ? 
while the Stomach is gorged with animal Food, 
of which no Nation in the World feeds like us; 
while the Blood is filled with theſe pungent. 
Particles, and the Veins ſwelled with animal 
Spirits, no wonder the ſeminal Veſſels are over 
full, and ſummon the Man to a Diſmiſſion or 
Evacuation, even at the Price of his Virtue, of 
his Conſcience, and of his Reaſon-. | 
Lu them that are truly deſirous to prevent 
this unhappy eruption of Conſequences, begin 
in the right Place; abate the firſt Miſchief, let 
them remove the cauſing Evil, and the conſe- 
quent Evil will die of courſe. 
A Mortification of the Palate would be an 
effectual Reformation upon the Life; by a 
due Regimen of Diet we might bring our 
ſelves to be a reformed regular Nation; and I 
ſee no other Way ever to bring it to paſs. | 
Ws are ruined in our Morals lawful 
Things; the Exceſſes in our lawful Enjoy- 
ments make them criminal; even our 
needful Supplies of Life are the ruin of Life. 
We not only dig our Graves with our Teeth, 


by mingling our Diſeaſes with our Food, nou- 


riſning Diſtemper and Life together, but we 
even eat our Way into Eternity, and damm 
our Souls with our Teeth; gnawing our 
Way through the D of the Devil's Cale 
2 wit 


2 8 : T4] 1 1 
With our Teeth. In a word, the Drunkard 
may be well faid to drink himſelf to the Devil; 
the nice eating Glutton feeds and fattens himſelf 
up for the DeviPs Slaughter-houſe ; becauſe one 
Vice feeds another till they are made ripe far 
Hell, by the diſtracted Uſe of lawful and lau- 
dable Things; making lawful and even neceſ- 
ſary Things criminal, and ſowing the Seeds 
of Vice in the ordinary Ploughings of meer 
eee Wight "we ippty this oo 
Ho ulefully might we apply this to our 
rticular Friends, of whom G many will 
ive. to Bluſh, when they read it. A— 
J Eſq; had never been a Whore-maſter if 
he had not din'd fo often at Puntack's ; nor had 
| | wy and grave Sir . , viſited Tabby 
1 by Moon-light, if he had not dwelt 
ſo many dark Evenings at Browr's ; ſo he goes 
from the Bottle to the Bawdy-houſe; in which 
the Man may be ſaid only to act Nature, and 
purſue, as all the World does, the direct Courſe 
of Cauſe and Confequence. _. 55 
Ir G-— ill ceaſe to make his Houſe 
a Stews, his Marriage-Bed a Pollution, and 
bring his modeſt Wife to a neceſſity of turn- 
ms er Slipper the wrong Side upward at him, 
if he will be able to give a better Excuſe for his 
. Matrimonial Whoredom, than that he can't help 
it; let him ceaſe to eat three Hours together at 
Breakfaſt ; let him not gorge at Noon till he 
Falls aſleep at the Table, or drink at Night 
till he lies under it; let him read Cornaro 
of Venice, and live upon two Ounces and five 
Prams. a N and half a Pint of Wine in 
three Days; I anſwer for it, his Wife ſhall 
not lock her ſelf up for fear of coming to Bed 
to a Fury, nor ſwear the Peace againſt him to 


bs 


. 
get him bound to the Behaviour of a Chriſtian, 
or fear of being murthered in the lawful Me- 

thoCTht Man:and Wife © ETD 

Mapa by Day will be Madmen by 

Night; they that have no government of 
themſelves one Way, how ſhould they have it 
another Way? I expect it will be objected here, 

that the Nations which I have named, ſuch as 

the Turks and Moors, thongh they: drink no 
Wine, and do not feed, as we do, upon Fleſh, 
yet are as wicked and vitious as other Peo- 

F | 

IBT thoſe Nations are vitious, may be 

true; and having no, Laws of Conſtience cr 

Religion to reſtrain them, they are, no doubt, 

much the worſe. But yet I deny one Part, 

(vix.) that they are ſo privately wicked, fo 

(lawfully Lewd) as I call it, as we are; they have 

their many Wives, as they will, but not 10 much 

conjugal Lewdnels as, I believe, we have; and 

I have many Reatons to think ſ © 

TE Subject of this Chapter is indeed oN RE, 

but have I not given twenty Inſtances of Ma- 

trimonial , Whoredom in the compaſs of this 

Work ? Is not the common ordinary Courſe of 

our married looſe Ones, a Series of moſt ſcanda- 

lous Doings ;\ ſuch and of ſuch a Kind, as the 

Mabometans and Savages, who have no guide but 

Nature, no check but the averſions of common | 

Senſe, would abhor? * 8 

Or the ſame Nature with this, is that of a 

Man coming to his Wife after Child- bearing, and 

before her Body be ſufficiently cleanſed from its 

natural Impurities ; before the Seaſons ſet apart 
for her praper Purgations are finiſhed. This is an 

Article — lightly touch'd too, becauſe (for- 

ſooth) we will not bear * ſpoken plainly to, of 

09; £44 Lo he 0 e 
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cho Thins, which we yet are openly and ſhame- ' 
Ol > * "it 

This is one of the Breaches Mankind 
make in their ordinary Practice, not upon the 
Laws of Decency only, but upon the Law of 
Nature; for the Separation is evidently directed 


dy the Law of Nature; tis dictated from the 
Firſt Principles of that Knowledge which the 


moſt Ignorant are furniſhed with of them- 


felves. 


ITuE Women indeed ought to be the Con- 
ſervators of this Law; and as they ſeem to 
have a — 1A wry Power Ragnar 
during their ordin parations, they ſeem to 
be the moſt an e with the Breach of it; 
becauſe they are not altogether ſo Paſſive at 
this time as at another. ut tl 
IF there is a Breach of Modeſty here, tis 
on her Side chiefly, and therefore the Reproof 
is to her, and ought to be ſo taken; for it is as 
notorious a Charge upon her, as that of admitti 
a Man, upon Promiſe of Matrimony, before it 
was formed into a Marriage; which indeed, 
tho the aggreſling was chargeable upon the 
Man, yet the yielding or conſenting which 
was wholly upon the Woman's Side, and in her 
Power, plainly makes her chargeable with the 


Offence, makes it all her own Act and Deed; 
Jo it is here; and therefore it is true, that the 


Crime 1s her's, and the Reproof is upon her, 
and upon her only. | 5 
TE Law of Gop, in the publick Inſtitu- 


tion of the Fewiſh O Economy, ſtates this Caſe 
with reſpe& to the Woman's Separation after 


Child-bearing in ſuch a manner, as that tho 
the Fewiþ Conſtitutions, being aboliſhed, do 
not ſeem to be binding to us, yet they gre-cer- 


L 388, 11 
tainly a juſt Rule for us to ſtate a Chriſtian _ 
Regimen or Government from; they are a good 
Standard to meaſure Decency and the Laws of 
good Order 4 They were certainly formed 
upon the moſt perfect Model of Juſtice and 
Equity, perfectly ſuited to the Nature of the 
Thing, and are binding in Decency, if they are 
not abſolutely ſo in Conſcience, and under the 
uſual Penalties, as the reſt of Gop's Law at 
that time was. | „ | 
Mos of the ſacred Conſtitutions of the 
Fewiſh. State were enjoyn'd upon the ſevereſt 
Penalty, generally of Death; being cut off 
from the Congregation, of the Lox D, &c. and 
amongſt. thoſe Things to which, thoſe Severities 
were annexed,. thoſe which. reſpected Unclean- 
neſs, and natural or accidental Pollutions, were 
ſome of the chief; ſuch as having the Diſeaſe 
ok the Trac, Iſſues of Blood, nay, even 
eating Teavened: Bread in the ſeven Days of 
the Paſſover; counterfeiting the ſacred Oil and 
the ſacred Perfume, were puniſhed with Death, 
that Saul wat to he cut of, &c. the Reaſon, was, 
becauſe it was a deſpifing the Legiſlator; But 
when he comes to enjoyn the needful Purifi- 
cations, and the particular Uncleanneſſes 
which were to be purg'd by waſhings and ſepa- 
rations, as alſo for the eating of Blood, the 
Reaſons are given in plain Words; Go p ſpeaks 
them himſelf I have ſeparated you $3 other 
People that ye ſhould be mine, and ye Hall be holy 
unto me; as in Exodus, chap. x11, and Leviticus, 
chap. xv. and xvii. and ſeveral other Places. 
Now if theſe legal Purifications were ap- 
pointed only that the People might be a more 
exactly clean and ſanctified People, than the 
other Nations about N eaſon wo 
_—_ 4 tha 
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Penalties, as above. 


8 815 . 
tho the Sanct ion of that particular Conſtitution 
is ceas d, as in other Caſes, for example, the 
Law for the Man who had treſpaſs'd upon his 
Neighbour, cheated or deceived him, was made 


to appoint a Sacrifice' to attone for the Crime, 


and reſtitution for the Treſpaſs; the Crime is 
ſtill the fame, though the manner of making an 
atonement for it is ceaſed. Au | 


o * 


"Txt Uncleanneſs is the ſame, whether the 


- 
[5 
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Law be in force or no. By the Moſaick Inſtitu- 


tion, the Woman was to perform ber Separa- 
tion, or, What was then called a Purification, 
a certain time; upon her bringing forth a Male 
Child, ſhe" performed an etact Gnartntine, vix. 
three and thirty Days, and ſeven Days; and 
for a Female Child ſhe was obliged to perform 


a double Suarentine, namely, ſixty and fix 
Days, and fourteen Days; during which time 


the Man was not to be ſuffered to come near her, 
or ſo much as to touch her, upon the ſevereſt 
S inc its 10 D 


i, * 


Now, not to inſiſt upon the legal Purificati- 
ons of that ſtrict Law; enjoyned from above, and 
which had ſuch ſolid Reaſons given for it; yet 
the Law of Nature, upon which all that Part is 


originally founded, is the ſame. You may ſay, 


the neglect of it is nct a mortal Sin, or that 


deſerves Death, - But you cannot ſay it is not 
a Pudor, a ſhameful, an immodeſt Thing, or 


that it is not loathſome and odious, even in its 


own Nature; for the Regulation of clean and 
unclean, like right and wrong, is ſtill the ſame, 
ſettled and unalterable, as Things eſtabliſhed in 
the Law of Nature, which are not altered by 
Cuſtoms and Habits, whether good or evil. 

IT is true, that our Uſage has reduced theſe 
Separations and Purgations of the Sex to'a 

| Month 
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Month or thirty Days, which the Law of Gon 
had fixed at ſix Weeks; and has made no dif- 
ference in the time of the Separation between 
the Circumſtances. of àa Male or Female Barth z 
for all which we give phyſical Reaſons, ſuch as 
generally ſatisfy our Scruples in thoſe Affairs; 
nor is it my Buſineſs to diſpute here the Reaſon 
and Nature of the Alteration, and whether it 
is ſufficiently grounded. Our Phy ſicians and 


Anatomiſts are beſt able to anſwer for that Part, 


and, I ſuppoſe, gan da ſt t.. 
Bur even, with all the abatement of Days, 
and I doubt not tis reduced as low as it can be, 
yet, I a, with that abatement we fund it is 
not obſeryed ; our Libertine Age breaks thro 
it all, and, if it were a Fortnight, would per- 
haps do the ſame; and this is the Thing 1 com- 
plain of; and for want of which Decency, or 
Duty rather, People of this Age may be juſtly 
ſaid to deſerve the Cenſure which a Wit: and 
good Man put lately upon them, namely, that 
we have not leſs, Holineſs; than our Anceſtors, 
nor leſs Honeſt y, 8 more ; only that 
he thought the Holineſs and the Honeſty 
of the Days differed, and that fome, Things 


would paſs now for Holineſs and for Honeſty | 


with us, which would not paſs for ſuch with our 
Anceſtors. - 4 F e 

Tais indeed may alter the Caſe very much, 
and the Ages may differ in the Species when 


they do not differ in the Name of the Things; 


the Standard of Virtue may alter as the Stand- 
ard of our Coins frequently do; but the real 
thing, the Silver, and its intrinſick Rate or Va- 


lue alters not, tis always the ſame, and ever 
will be. 
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Virtue and Modeſty were Things our Anceſtors 
had to value themſelves upon in a particular 


manner; and indeed they had a great Share of 


them, ſuch as they might juſtly value them; 
ſelves upon. Now we may boaſt, I hope, of Vir- 
tue and Honeſty, in Quantity, as much as they, 
and, I believe, we do talk as lqdly of it as 
ever they did; but whether our Virtue and our 


HFoneſty are of as fine a Standard or not, I dare 


not enter upon a nice enquiry into that Part, 
for ſundry good Reafons, not fo fit perhaps to 
mention, as we might wiſnh they-were.,  _ 
 SoMETIMEs I am afraid there is a baſer 
Alloy among us, and that the Species is a little 
altered (in theſe Ages of Mirth and good Feed- 
ing) ; IJ won't venture to ſay it is not ſo. But 
even in the Particular before me, Thave been told, 
our Forefathers were ſtricter in their adhering to 
the Laus of Nature than we think our ſelves 
obliged to be; that they abhorred the Pollut ions 
that I complain of, and that they left us their 
Poſterity, much a ſounder and healthier Gene- 
ration for that very thing, — than we 
may leave thoſe that are to come after us. 

Ir is a very 3 Caſe, that theſe Prac- 
tices ſhould affect Poſterity ſo much as they ay 
they do, becauſe whether we confider it fo 
much as we might do or not; I cannot doubt 
but our Children will be touchd in their 
Health and Conſtitutiun a little, if it be bu 
a little, by the corrupt Practices of this lew 
Age. What we bring upon our ſelves is no- 
thing but to our ſelves, and we might be apt 
to ſay, we alone ſhould ſuffer for it; and it 
were well if it were no otherwiſe. 


Bur 
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Bor to forfeit for our Poſterity, to entail 
Diſeaſes upon the Blood of our Succeſſors, to 
ſend them into the World with aching Heads, 
rheumatick Joints, entailed Diſeaſes, inflamed 
Blood, and affected Nerves, and cauſe them, as 
we may ſay, to come WER REIN into the World, 
and go GROANNG out of it; this would give 
a conſidering Mind à Pang of Remorſe, and 
make us anticipate our Children's Sorrows a 
little, by ſighing for them ſometimes before 
they are bert ne 0910 e eee cf . 

LiFe at beſt brings Sorrows enough with it, 
and we need not ſeem to be concerned leſt our 
Children ſhould not have their ſhare: of them; 
they will bring Evils of that kind enough 
(and faſt enough too) upon themſelves; we 
have no need to ſend them into time with an 
Inheritance of crippled Joints, and aching 
Bones, and take care to give them cauſe to 
curſe their Fathers and Mothers, as many do 

I make no doubt but the Intemperante and 
Exceſſes I have ſpoken of in this Chapter, have 
ſometimes deſcended from Line to Line to the 
third and fourth Generation; and that many 
of the Miſeries of Life are owing to the in- 
fected Blood of thoſe that went before them: 
And let ſuch People reflect ſeriouſſy upon 
the Number of Children born into the World 
in this luxurious, 3 vitious Age, 
and in this City in particular, who die in the 
very Infancy of their Life, who coming into 


the World loaded with Diſtempers, the effe& . - 


of their Parents Intemperance and unnatu- 
ral Exceſſes, ſtruggle a few Days with the un- 
equal Burthen of Life, and expire under the 
Weight of it. " 
1.3 T 
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II is but within a few Days that I have feen 
Examples of this kind, in Families within the 
reach of a little enquiry. One has four Chil- 
| Uren left out of twenty-four ; another two out 
of eighteen z another three out of twenty-two; 
and ſo of many more; whereas 1 C—, a 
Man of Virtue and Temperance, within the 
reach of my on Acquaintance, has had thir- 
teen Children, and never buried one; but at 
ninety Years of Age fees them all grown Men 
and Women, healthy, ſtrong, fruitful, and full 
'of Qlajaren or ther own. 40 
. G— D-—, another antient, grave, and re- 
Iigious Gentleman, had but four Children, his 
*Wife dying young, and himfelf living ſingle 
afterwards to a great Age, ſaw thoſe tour, ba 
ing all Daughters, bring forth juſt eighty Chil- 
dren, and had at one time One hundred and 
thirteen of his Children, Grand-Children and 
Great Grand-Children, dining with him at his 


v7 | _ You: | _— 

_ © Tmxesx are ſome of the Examples of Tempe- 
Tance and Modeſty, which atlift to a ſtrong 
Conſtitution, whoſe Vigour extended in the 
Courſe of Nature, multiplies much more than 
the Heats of an outrageous Flame, and leaves 
a Tincture of Health and vigorous Spirits upon 
their Poſterity ; whereas, a tainted Soul, cor- 
Tupting the Maſs of Blood with Vice and 

_ Lewdneſs, brings a Generation of diſeaſed and 
diſtempered Animals, fit to be ſent to an Hoſ- 
pital, Cradle and all; and calling for Phyſici- 
ans, and the wi, of Art, even before they can. 
be\fairly faid to live. 2 25 . 
II is true, I do not place this all to the Ac- 

count of the two particular Branches of Intem- 
perance and Exceſs only, which are mentioned 
ü 20 
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in this Chapter, but to the whole practice of 
 'immodeſt and indecent Actions, the product of 
extravagant Deſires, mentioned in the ow ti 
foregoing; for being now at the cloſe of the 
Account, (and tis time I were, for it is a black 
Account indeed) the Application refers to the 
whole, (viz.) the general Immodeſty of the Day, 
as practiſed among married People, and pleaded 
for, vindicated” and defended, under the cover 
and protection. of the ſacred Office, and under 
the pretence of being lawful, becauſe within 
the Bounds of Matrimony. r. 
Nox do I pretend that I have yet gone 
through all the Branches of this dirty Practice; 
the Wickedneſs is diſperſed among a vaſt vari- 

ety of Cauſes and Circumſtances, as it is a- 
mong abundance df People; not à Back-door, 
but the corrupt Blood, the Offspri > of a cor- 
rupt Race ſally out at, and Which Way ſdever 
you look, you way fee daily new Indecencies, 

not only acted but contrived, ſtadied and found 
out, in order to gratify the Vice, and lay us 
open to the Scourge of the Satyr. 
IIx is time to combat an Evil that is thus 
zrowing upon us, and that encroaches under the 
eien of ſo many ſpecious and plaufible 
Outſides: One pleads Nature, another Law 
another Neceſſity, all of them Things that 
have their additional Pretences as hard to an- 
wer as the Offenders pretend they 'are to re- 
fiſt. It is not eaſie to perſuade” them that 
they offend; and if they ſeem to be convinced 
that they do, tis yet with ſuch Extenuations, 
ſuch Excuſes, are ſuch apparent Inclinations 
to continue the Practice, that there is ſcarce 

room to hope for any Amendment. * 


 Cov's 
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Cov'p we but conquer the avow'd open de- 
ſending theſe Practices, it would be a great 
oint gaind; Men would ceaſe to inſiſt 
upon the [uſtification of it, or to boaſt in the 
Facts: Could we but perſuade them not to pubs 
liſh their own Shame, but to ceaſe valuing 
themſelves upon what they onght. to bluſh at, 
this would give ſome room to hope for a Refor- 
mation of the Practice; we might promiſe our 
ſelves, that what they were once aſhamed of 
they might perhaps, in time, think of reform- 
ing ; at leaft, it wou'd be a Step towards it. 
But how ſhall we ſuppoſe L—— G „0 
ire, Eſq; or his eminent Neighbour the 
]-—ce, ſhould. quit the Crimes which they 
meet without fail twice a Week to contem- 
late of, committing them over again in 
Imagination, leaſt they ſhould not be. guilty 
enough, and forming an accumulated Guilt, in 
their Souls, a Guilt. which few People are 
wicked enough to underſtand, (uiz.) once i 
the Fact, and again in the Reflection; in- 
ſtead of Repentance, commit ing the Crime 
er the Mind, by thinking it over with 
r | 10 f 1 
Ts are Proficients in the Art of Sin- 
ning, that knowing how to offend in the moſt 
exquiſite manner, are ſo far from Repentance, 
that, if they have any regret at all, it is that 
they know not how to be wickeder than they 
re, but rejoyce over the Opportunities they 
have, and wiſh for mare. 
Rar RRR than not be wicked, they will run 
lawful Things up to a. criminal Exceſs, and 
make . themſelves Offenders when they need 
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Tus is ſuch a kind of pleaſure in Crime, ſuck 
a n fondneſs of doing Evil, that I am perſuaded 
the Devil does not come up to; the Devil does 
not commit Sin as a pleaſure, but with other and 
farther Views, ſuch as affronting Go p his ſupreme 
Governor, and who he hates on innumerable Ac 
counts; ruining Man, the ſubject of his Envy 
leſſening the Authority of Heaven, and counters 
acting divine Providence; and ſueh other hel- 
liſh Ends and Reaſons, for which he exerts 
himſelf in Crime to the utmoſt; and the Pleas 
ſure the Devil takes in Crime is no otherwiſe, 
but more or leſs, as it anſwers ſome of theſe 
helliſn Deſigns, and aims at mormme. 
Bur my accurate Friend the Squire —, 
pleaſes himſelf in the meer Crime, laughs in 
the Satisfaction he finds in the very Enjoyment 
of Vice; like a Man that wopld' Blow up a 
Houſe, and the whole Family in it, for the- 
meer Satisfaction of hearing the Bounce; and 
pleaſe himſelf with it afterward, upon the 
meer Pleaſure of ſeeing the innocent Wife and 
Children fly up in the Air, and be daſh'd in 
Pieces with the full. ent 
Tux Fact is not ſo bloody and cruel indeed, 
but the Princjple is the ſame; he that can look 
back upon a hundred Adulteries, and act them 
all over again in his Imagination, with the ſame 
Pleaſure as before, wiſhing for Occaſions to 
commit a hundred more. I appeal to the learned 
Divines, who Know what the meaning of that 
Text 1s, bas committed Adultery with ber already 
in bis Heart, Matth. v. 28. whether ſuch a Man 
is not really, tho? not actually, guilty of three 
hundred Adulteries, putting them all together! 
- IT is a particular Snare to theſe Men, in 
the Caſe I am upon, that they ſay the _ 
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they are thus daily committing is no Crime, 


Much leſs Adultery, and that it has a Cover. 
for it, which they make their Refuge, and 
under the Protection of which, they run out 
into all theſe Extravagancies with a kind of 
quietneſs and ſatisfaction upon their Soul, that 
is not eaſily to be deſcribed; this Covering is 
the Article of Marriage, the very Thing I am 
upon, and *tis upon this very Account that this 
whole Book 1s written. 1 

Ir is under the Cover of Marriage, that theſe 
Exceſſes and Immodeſties are committed. But 
under what Protection are they committed over 
again with the Tongue, boaſting and talking 
lewdly of the Extravagancies they have com- 
mitted ? Of which I have this double Charge to 
lay againſt them, (viz.) In the firſt they 11nn'd 
with their Wives; in the ſecond without their 
Wives; nay, to carry it farther, in the firſt 
they. ſinn'd againſt Heaven, in the ſecond a- 
gaĩnſt the ſacred Ordinance of Marriage, and a- 
ent ee: Wite alfo-” of 41H et 

- AND not to leave them room to Cavil at the 
Expreſſion, I explain and inſiſt upon it, that a 
decent concealing the conjugal Freedoms be- 
tween a Man and his Wife, is a Debt due to 
Modeſty as a Virtue, and to the Wife as ſhe is 


a Woman. He that expoſes thoſe Things de- 


ſerves no more the Name of a rational Creature, 


much leſs of I Man of Modeſty, nay, hardly 


of a Man. In a word, he Sins againſt his Wife, 
and expoſes himſelf, and the laſt moſt abomi- 


. nably. 


Nox will his Marriage cover either of theſe 


Crimes, but rather aggravate them, for, as I 
faid, he Sins againſt the very Marriage it ſelf: 
Marriage is a Contract of Liberty to lawful 


Things 


? 


| T x82; Þ 
Things; but Marriage, is no Protection for 
Crime; Marriage covers the Bed undefiled, 
and makes it pure and honourable. But the 
Man may pollute even his Marriage-Bed, and 
when he does ſo, he makes that criminal which 
would otherwiſe be law ful. W 
Tus unnatural Crimes may be acted in the 
Marriage-Bed; and will any Man ſay, it is no 
Sin becauſe it is under the Cover of Marriage; 
the Woman may be raviſh'd in the Marriage 
Bed, and the Man deſerve the Gallows for 
Crimes offer d to his own Wife. Let ſuch con- 
ſider of it, leſt the Woman turn the Slipper up 
againſt tbem, and leaſt they be expoſed as: they 
deſerve. T 0 uch £34: 6 URYR aii 
As Matrimony is no Predien for unnatu- 
ral Vices, ſo neither is ih for indecent Exceſſes 
and Immodeſties; and as for the Pleaſure they 
take in the contemplation of what was cximi- 
nal in the committing, as it is doubling the 
Offence, ſo it is with the addition of lometinng 
unnatural in it alſo. In a word, talking Pewd- 
ly, according to a known Author, is infamous, 
but talking lewdly of conjugal Actions is un- 
natural and odious; tis a kind of a Sodomy of 
the Tongue; tis a Crime that wants a Name, 
but tis great pity it ſhould want a Puniſhment. 
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of indecent and untimely Marriages, wwhe- 
ther as to the Tears of the Perſons, 

' marrying Infants and Children, or mar- 


rying inmediately after the Death of the 
Husband or N ife that went before. 


JHOUGH every Indecency is 
Ta not equally criminal, yet every 
Thing ſcandalous: and offenſive 18 
really Criminal, as that which 
Ig cxcccds it in Degree; and there- 
— forc the Article I am now upon, 
though it may not be ſo odious ſingly, and in it 
ſelf ſeparately, though it is not ſo much a Ma- 
trimonial Whoredom as the Heads I have 
mentioned, yet it is Part of the Crime, and in 
the Intent and Meaning, the Perſons are as re- 
* guilty as in any of the other. | 
VERY Ahne comes within the Compaſs of 
what I call Matrimonial Whoredom, wherein 
the Marriage is made the meer Cover for a 
wicked, ungoverned ſenſual Deſire. Marriage 
is the Reſult of a pure Flame; tis entring into 
a ſacred Relation with the Ends and Views 
which conform to the immediate End and 
Reaſon of the Inſtitution it ſelE 


As 


* 
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As it is an Ocdinance of Gop, its original 

is Divine, the reaſon. of it good, the nature of. 
it {ſacred ; and it ought to be preſerved in its 
Purity, not debauched by the corrupt Inclina- 
tions of Men, and made a Tool to a vitious 
ungoverned Appetit. 
HIs is the Caſe when any Excurſions are 
made out of the —_—_— Road of thoſe. two 
obligatory Articles, which I mentioned at firſt, 
(viz.) Decency and Modeſty.'. | 

To ruſh into Matrimony as a Horſe ruſhes 
into the Battle, intimates a'Fury, not a ratio- 
nal ſober Chriſtian Proceeding ,, in a word, it 
dete&s the Perſon of the Crime I have men- 
tioned ſo often, (vix.) a raging inflamed Appe- 
tite; let ĩt lie ever ſo deep, covered with what - 
ſever Pretences, guilded over however ſmooth 
and ſhining, let the outſide be as ſpecious as 
you will, the Poiſon is lodg d within, the Ve- 
nom of it works in à ſecret manner, till it 

breaks out in Scandal and Crime. 
IAxx it in which Sex you will, the Offence 
is the ſame; nor do L always yield that it is 
worſe in the Woman than in the Man; the 
Crime is the ſame, and the Obligation to De- 
cency is equal; we may load the Woman the 
harder, becauſe we pretend Modeſty is ever 
peculiar, at leaſt ought to be ſo, but I do not 

ant it at all. Men indeed make the boldeſt 
Sallies, and the Men have brought themſelves 
to a kind of allowing themſelves in Crime by 
the Authority of Cuſtom; but I deny that 1n 
the Original it ought to be ſo. 1 

A Man ought no more to ſwear and be drunk, 
quarrel and commit murther in his Rage than 
a Woman; and the Offence is as great when 
he does it, Cuſtom op has given Crime 

a | 2 - % 


LY 


[ 340 ] 
a more odious Title, where the Woman is the 

uilty Perſon, becauſe it is not expected from 
Fir ſomuch. But is there any Law that ſhows 
us, the Man has more indecent Liberties al- 
lowed him than the Woman? Not at all; the 
3 is the ſame, and the Offence the 
- fame. 

ALL indecent Matrimony is mutual, and 
the Crime is mutual, the Scandal affects both; 
the Woman is as guilty as the Man, and the 
Man as the Woman. Suppoſe, for example, a 
Man having buried his Wife, goes the next 
Week, or next Month, or next Day (for *tis 
much alike) to court another Woman. This is 
not unlawful, that's true, but tis highly inde- 
cent; and where lies the Crime ? In the Man, 
ſays Cuſtom, becauſe he is the Aggreſſor: But 
I deny that there is the leaſt Difference in that 
Part, for the Woman knows it, and ſhe knows 
tis {ſcandalous ; Why then does ſhe come into 
it? The Crime is hers as much as his. Nay, if 
a Breach of Modeſty 1s greater in the Wo- | 
man than in the Man, as ſome pretend, then 
ſhe is the greateſt Offender here too, for the 

Indecency on her Side is utterly inexcuſable. 
Bur a Queſtion or two returns upon us 
here: What is the Indecency that you ſhould 
bring it into the Rank of Matrimonial Whore- 
dom, or that the Woman ſhould be charged 
with it? The Indecency is a want of reſpect 
to the Memory of the Dead, and pray what is 
the Woman concerned in that ? Perhaps ſhe did 
not ſo much as know her, or had ever ſeen her 
in her Life; what then is the Memory of her 
to her that comes after ? 

TxE next Queſtion is this, Breach of De- 
cency is an invaſion of Cuſtom only, jar 
| „ om 
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Cuſtom 1s a meer Thing of Nothing, an Origi- 
nal of no Authority, —— as an Ondi 

nance of Go p, and as a ſacred Inſtitution, Cu- 
ſtom can have nothing to do with that; it is not 
binding at all in Law, neither the Laws of God 

or Man, and what have we to do with that? The 
Man is ſingle, and the Woman is dead; ſhe is as 
really dead as if ſhe had been in her Grave ſe- 
ven Vears; nor is there the leaſt Injury or In- 
Juſtice done to her; all the reſt is a meer Ho- 
mags paid to Cuſtom, and which is not at all 
its due. 


I yu this the greater Length becauſe *tis a 
popular Argument, and often brought to de- 
fend theſe ſudden, haſty and indecent Marriages 
I ſpeak of; and likewiſe to let you ſee, that 
though I ſhould grant every Word of it, yet 
my Objection againſt the Practice of ſuch haſty 
I ſtands good, and the Reproach 1s the 

me. 7 
Fox, 1. My Objection is not ſo much a- 
gainſt the Breach of a Cuſtom, as it is againſt 
a Breach of Madeſty; and if Cuſtom only has 
made it ſo, for Cuſtom or Crime made Modeſty. 
a Virtue at firſt, yet ſince it is ſo we are 
bound by it ſo far, as we are to do every thing 
which is of good Report, to avoid every thing 
that gives offence, and is an occaſion of Re- 

now : though it may in it ſelf be literally _ 
wfut. 

2. Bur my Obje&ion lies chiefly anoth 
Way, and points at another thing; the haſt 
and untimely, or unſeaſonable Marriages whic 
I complain of, and which, I ſay, are {candalous 
and criminal, are ſo, as they diſcover them- 
ſelves to be- the Effect of a raging, ungo- 
verned Appetite, a N immodeſt Gon of 

2 en- 
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- gar „ à Flame of immoderate De- 

res. | 155 | 
As theſe are Things which ſhould be morti- 
fied and reſtrained, not 1ndulged and gratified, 
to every indecent untimely Step taken in pur- 
ſuit ot this* corrupt and vitiated Flame, is a 
Crime; and therefore T think a Marriage found- 
ed upon this Foot is neither more or lefs than a 
Matrimonial Wharedom, or at leaſt a Degree of 
It. Tis a criminal Guſt, giving Beginning to a 
ſcandalous and indecent Action, which by that 
means becomes criminal too, though otherwiſe 
literally lawful; that is, it becomes Matter of 
Scandal, and gives offence to others, which is 
what, by the Scripture Rule, Chriſtians ought 
 Induſftriouſty to avoid, © "FS 7 

Now when a Woman, within a Month or 
two after her Husband's: Death, ſhall receive 
the Addreſſes of another, or a Man within ſuch, 
or ſometimes a ſhorter Time, ſhall apply him- 
ſelf to a Woman for Matrimony, can this be 
{uppoſed to be from à modeſt Foundation, or 
within the compaſs of religious Regards? It 
cannot be. 42 ug er 
MATRIMONY, though it is not fo regarded, 
is really a religious, ſacred and divine Inftitu- 
tion; it ought to be taken as ſuch, and never 
undertaken without | Regard to its religious 
Foundation: So far as it is made a ſtalkin 
Horſe to a corrupt and baſer Deſire, ſo far as it 
s made uſe of as a Pretence to cover the vitia- 
ted Appetite, give it what fine Words you 
will, and guild it over with as many fair Out- 
fides as you will, *tis ſo far turned into a Ma- 
trimonial Whoredom: The Vice is at the Bot- 
tom, the Matrimony is enter'd upon meerly to 
 gatify it, and to pleaſe the Appetite m_ 
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2 Cover of Liberty, and under the Plea of 
W. 4683 . 
IN a Word, all ſuch Marriages, or ſuch Mo- 
tions to Marriage, where the ſenſual Part is the 
eſſential Part, are ſo far liable to this Charge; 
when the Vice, I ſay, is the moving Cauſe, 
and the Ceremony is x 64 Tool to introduce and 
colour it; that's what I call legal Wickedneſs; 
when the Law of Matrimony is made a Key to 
the Union of the Bodies more than of the Souls, 
opening the Door to the inſatiate Appetite, 
and covering the Fire of Vice under the legal 
Inſtitution. This I call Matrimonial Whore- 
_ and, I think, it merits the Name very 
| MATR&IMONY is a chaſt and modeſt Scheme 
of Living; *tis a State, not a Circumſtance of 
Life; the End and Meaning of it is the raiſ- 
ing Families, procreating Children, to be 
brought up religiouſly; ; tis an Eſtabliſhment 
contracted, or at leaſt! ought to be ſo, as an 
Appointment of Heaven; and for: ſolid and 
ſubſtantial Enjoyments; it is durable as Life, 
and bounded only by the Duration of Life. If 
it be enter'd into upon other Foundations, and 
ſo far as it is ſo engaged in, ſo far tis abuſed; 
ſuch are joined together indeed, but not ac 
cording to-GoD's Hol) Ordinance, tis debauch- 
ing the Ordinance, corrupting. the propoſed 
End; *tis a good Means made uſe for a bad 
End; and as tis purſued with wicked Deſigns, 
*tis ſo far a wicked Engagement: Such do not 
come together like Man and Wife, but like 
W-— and R—; in ſhort, they come 
ther to take their Fill of Crime, and that, made. 
a Crime by the Manner of it, tho' not in the 
Letter of it... | x 

4 2 4 w_— 
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As when a Set of Gentlemen make an Ap- 
pointment for what they call a Drinking-bout, 
they make their Agreement to meet at ſuch a 
Tavern on purpole: *Tis certainly and literally 
lawful for them to meet. Society, and even 
Society for diverſion, is lawful and good; but 
this 15 a Meeting meerly to be drunk, meerly 
to ſatisfy the Appetite or Thirſt of Wine, and 
with an Intention, nay, with a reſolved Pur- 
poſe of being Drunk; and what is to be faid 
then of the Meeting it ſelf? It was a Wicked- 
neſs in it ſelf; twas a purpoſe to gratify a 
vitious Appetite; and ſo far the very Meeting 
it ſelf was a Crime; *twas an Act of Debauch- 
ery; twas founded on a thirſt of Wine, and a 
Thirſt not to be quenched but by Exceſs and 
Intemperance. | 

TRE Parallel is exactly juſt, the 333 
contracted in the manner I ſpeak of is juſt 
the ſame; tis founded in Crime, the ſenſual 
Part is the Foundation and Original of it; and 
the Matrimony is only the help, the conveni- 
ence to bring it to paſs lawfully, as two re- 
folving to go over a River to commit a Theft; 
the paſſing the River, and the Robbery, is the 
Intent; the Ferry-Boat is only the lawful AG 
ſiſtant to an unlawful Purpoſe. 

Bor neither is this all, for it is criminal to 
abuſe the Ordinance, to turn the ſacred A 

ointment of Heaven to a corrupt and vile 
ſe, making it the aſſiſtant to Senſuality, and 
to gratifying the Fleſh, to quenching a diſho- 
nourable Flame, which was very far from the 
meaning or deſign of the Inſtitution. - That 
was all pure and upright, ſingly and ſimply, 
honeſt and- clean in every Part and Branch 
of it, and cannot without a Crime be 
Wy turned, 
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turned, and applied to gratify unchaſt De- 
ſires. | | 
Ir is greatly wanted that our Governours 
and conſtituted Powers ſhould take notice of 
ſuch Things, and, as far as lies in them, pre- 
vent the turning and inverting the End of 
theſe nice Inſtitutions, that they may not be 
apply'd to wrong Purpoſes, or debauched by 
Men of vitious Inclinations, to ſuch Ends as 
are ſcandalous to Religion, and to humane So- 
clet y. | +7 
16 true, it would be hard to make a Re- 
gulation which fhould ſuit to every Cir- 
cumſtance which might happen, and to the 
nature of the Thing too; yet ſomething might 
be done; for Example, I think there might be 
a Law made which ſhould limit the Rule of 
Decency in the Caſe of ſecond Marriages, bind- 
ing the Parties ſurviving to a certain Time, in 
which it ſhould not be lawful for the Man or 
the Woman to marry after the Death of the 
Wife or Husband that went before; and if any 
did marry within that Tame, it ſhould be e- 
ſteemed not only unlawful but ſhameful and 
odious, done in meer ſenſuality,” and to gratify 
the worſt Part, not the Chriſtian: Part; at 
ſhould, in ſhort, be a Brand of Infamy on the 
Perſon, whether Man or Woman, either to 
marry, or even to treat of, or about Marriage, 
within that Time. | 
Sucn*' a Law would, at leaſt, diſtinguiſh 
People one from another ; they would-be known 
and mark'd out; and if that Law was duly 
and exactly executed, the Offence would, in 
time, grow out of uſe, be really ſcandalous, 
no Body would be guilty of it that had 
OED . | any 
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any Value for their own Character, becauſe it 
would expoſe the Crime, as well as the Fact. 

I grant, that the Reſpect to the Dead is not 
the thing that makes the Crime, but that Re- 
ſpect being a Debt of Decency, why is it not 
paid? Let the Reaſon be enquired into, the 
Anſwer muſt be natural, becauſe the Party has 
a ſecret Inelination to gratify, and which is to 
be obliged in ſpight of that Pretence. Now all 
Matrimony that is meerly enter'd into to gra- 
tify the Inclination, that is undertaken meer- 
Iy for the ſenſual Part, is, in my Senſe, a 
debauched Matrimony, becauſe Senſuality is 
not the true End and Deſign of the Ordinance 
of Matrimony, but a Corruption of it, and an 
Abuſe. ; . STREGT 3 $4 en 

IT is for the Honour of Matrimony, and to 
dignify the Ordinance in a due Manner, that 
thoſe Things ſhould be avoided which bring 
Scandal upon it, tho? it be but in the Circum- 
ſtances, not the eſſential Part: To ſee a Couple 
come together meerly and openly to gratify 
the vit ious and Brutal Part, and ſatisfy their 
Senſuality, and then take the ſacred Name of 
Go p in their Mouths, and tell us, they do 
come together arcording to 'Gon's boly Ordi- 
nance. This is making, not a Jeſt of Religion 
only, but 'tis Prophaneneſs, tis turning ſacred 
Things to debauched Purpoſes, tis giving reli- 
gious Titles to corrupt Undertakings, and ſan- 
ctifying Crimes by the Mask of Innocence. 

Lr Proteſtants and Chriſtians, or thoſe who 
would be efteemed ſuch, look back upon the 
Purity which they profeſs, and no longer ſtudy 
to cover and conceal Crime under the Appear- 
ance of Religion, but honeſtly explode the vi- 
tious Part, and diſtinguiſh rightly between 

Things 
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Things ſincere, and Things ſhameful and hy- 
pocritical. 
WER Matrimony is pretended, let 1t be 
as it ought to be, according to its Inſtitution, ac- 
cording to Gop's holy Ordinance; and as after 
joining Chriſtians are ſtill bound by the Laws 
of Decency and Modeſty, let their coming to- 
gether be ſo too; let it be without the Reproach 
of Crime, without the Brand of Indecent and 
Immodeſt, which are the Offspring of a moſt 
infamous Principle. They that fix the Blame 
upon themſelves thus at firſt, may depend that 
the Brand of it, like hurning in the Hand, will 
be Indelible, the Blot never wears out; what- 
ever their Characters are after ward, the Hiſtory 
is told with this Heſitation, But He or But She 
did ſo or ſo, married in a moſt ſcandalous Way, 
immediately after the Death of the former 
Wife or Husband; and with this Reproach 
they muſt be content to go on to their 
Grave... 71 11 ; 
How eaſily may People avoid theſe Re- 
22 And how much is it every Chriſtian 
an's Duty to avoid them, if poſſible? A little 
mortifying of the Fleſh, with its Affedlions and 
Lufts, would do it, eſpecially as to the reli- 
gious Part; a little Prudence in reſtraining 
their Inclination; a little Government of the 
corrupt Flame; a little Concern for Reputa- 
tion, for Character, and for the Honour of 
Poſterity, would ſmooth the Way; that's the 
civil Part. r 


Bor wretched Conduct! How are all theſe 
Things laugh'd at? How are all the Obligations 
of Decency and Modeſty forgot? When the 
Vice prompts, when the ſenſual Part ſtirs, the 
Voice of Reaſon is drown'd and ſtill'd by the 


Clamour 
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Clamour of the Senſes; Nature rebels againſt 
Principle, Vice gets the better of Virtue, and 
the wicked Appetite ſinks all the Reſolutions 
of Abſtinence and Moderation. 5 
- AND what is all this Scandal heap'd up for ? 
How mean, how fordid a Thing, if it be con- 
ſider d, abſtracted from that ſpecious Pretence ? 
And what is the Difference betwixt this and 
Whoring, if there was not this Refuge of a 
ſcandalous Marriage? Would ſuch Men ſeruple 
quenching the Flame a more irregular Way ? 
How long would Virtue reſtrain them, if Mo- 
deity — Decency will not? How long will 
they be afraid of Crime, that are not afraid 
of Scandal? fi. 

+ Tre Man, © outrageous in his Appetite, 
muſt have a Relief, his ſenſual Part teazes and 
importunes him : How long would he hold out 
apainft it, if there was not this Relief under 
the Colour of Law? As if the Letter of the 
Law would defend him, where the Eſſence, the 
intent and meaning of the Law is againſt 
ie els . 

I can never hope for ſuch a Man, that he 
would reſtrain himſelf for fear of the Sin, who 
will not for fear of the Scandal; eſpecially 
where the Scandal brings Crime along with it 
too: Tis a Crime upon himſelf; tis a Sin a- 

inſt himſelf, againſt his Fame, and againſt 
his Family and Poſterity; it lays: an indelible 
Blot upon them, and he Brands himſelf with 
ſuch a Mark of Infamy, that not only his Chil- 
dren after him ſhall bear a Share of, but ſuch as 
his Children themſelves ſhall reproach him with 

in their Turn, and when twill be too late for 
Him to Bluſh, if it ſhould not be too late for 
him to Repent of it, > 

_— | 0 
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NoTHING that I know of, at leaſt nothing 
of the Kind, can be a worſe Blot upon the 
Character of a Chriſtian, than this of an un- 
bounded, ungoverned Senſuality, and of doing 
ſcandalous Things from ſuch a vile Principle. 
The Man himſelf, or the Woman either, will 
be as much aſhamed of it, and as much re- 
proach themſelves afterwards as any Body elſe, 
unleſs the Crime it ſelf hardens them againſt 
Shame. | 

CAPTAIN —— H, was a noted Offender 
of this kind, he was a Commander of a 
Ship, and his Name 1s now a ſtanding Prece- 
dent, both of the Crime I am ſpeaking of, and 
the Penitence; he buried a virtuous, ſober, 
beautiful Wife, and with a Face of uncon- 
cerned Levity, looks immediately round him 
for another, even. before his firſt Wife was bu- 
ried, As the Thought was ſurprizing and im- 

udent, ſo he could not expe& any Woman of 
Modeſty would talk with him upon that Sub- 
ject; and as he found he was abhorr'd and 
ſcorn'd upon the very mention of it, he ſeeks 
out where he thought he ſhould not be refuſed; 
and that Way he anfwered his wicked Deſign 
immediately; for he married in two Days after 

his Wife was buried. 
I an ill Hour, purſuing his vitious Appe- 
tite, he ſingles out a Woman, Fool as I was, 


(ſaid he afterwards). What need I have ask'd © | 


her to marry? If it had been t other Queſtion, 

I need not have fear d a Denial. ' 

In a word, he marry'd her, loy'd her, lay 
with her, and hated” her, and all within the 
compaſs of a Fortnight; in another Fortnight 
he went to Sea and left her, and, in twoMonths 


more, was caſt away, drown'd, and ſaw her no 


more; 
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more; and the Woman marry'd again the next 
Day after ſhe heard of it. | Wee 
Tun Man was always (before this Step) lov'd 
and eſteem'd among his Friends; he paſsd till 
that time for à Man of Virtue. and Sobriety; 
and, had he thought fit to have ſubdued his 
vitious Appetite but one Yeaf, or perhaps half 
a Year, he had preſerved that Character, and 
might have had his Choice of a Wife among 
the Ladies in his Neighbourhood; very few 
would have refus d him. And this he acknow- 
ledged in the hearing of the Perſon from whom 
1 had the Relation | 
Bur overjoy'd with the Liberty he had up- 
on the change of his Circumſtances; quitting a 
fick Companion, and left to range the World 
for another, he ſacrificed his Fame to his Sen- 
ſuality, and could not prevail with himſelf to 
ſtay, no not a Week; which Precipitation 
made him the ſcorn of all about him; and, as 
Iſaid, in leſs than a Month he could have hang d 
himſelf with the ſame ſatisfaction, compar d 
to what he had in the prepoſterous Step he had 
taken: But it was too late to look back; he 
could never retrieve it. He was indeed a Peni- 
tent, as to the Folly of it; and own'd to me 
perſonally, that it was nothing but meer Ma- 
trimonial Whoredom. I uſe his own Words; 
and it was the very firſt Caſe that put the Pur- 
ſe of reproving it in this manner, into my 
Thoughts. 8 * | MOAL 
THe Tragedy of this poor Gentleman was 
enough to fill any Man's Mind with a juſt In- 
dignation at the Practice; and though we ſee 
it often done, where perhaps theConſequence is 


not ſo fatal, yet the particular Scandal of it is 
not at all leſſen'd: Had he not found that fa- 
vourable 
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vourable Paſſage out of Life, whether in Judg- 
ment or in Mercy, Gop alone knows, I know 
not what might have been his Fate; for it was 
fuch a mortification to him to ſee himſelf ſo 
univerſally deſpis'd upon this ſcandalous Occa- 


ſion, and, as he himſelf ſaid, to deſerve it too; 


whereas he was, on the contrary, ſo generally be- 


loved before, that it was more than all the Phi- 


loſophy he was Maſter of could ſupport. ' 

He was indeed a Memento to * Friends, 
and a Warning againſt Matrimonial Whore- 
dom to all that knew him. I ſay nothing of 
the Creature he took ; ſhe is below our Conſi- 


deration in the Caſe, becauſe ſhe had no Cha- 


racter, no Virtue to e | 
ALL the Argument this unfortunate Perſon 
had to excuſe himſelf was, that he was loth to 
go to a Whore z but he was horribly aſham'd to 
mention it; nor did he ſpeak ſo but to his very 
intimate Friends, of whom I was one. But he 
repented - heartily of that Caution, and own'd 
to us, that he believ'd his Sin was as great, and 
eſpecially, as he ſaid; the Scandal was greater. 
Nor did he think himſelf leſs guilty of Whore- 
dom for the formality of the Marriage; and I 
am to acknowledge that it was from this Man, 
and from his Penatentials, that, as above, I 
the very Words which I make the Title of this 
Work, and which I have on ſo many Occaſions 
repeated, ow Matrimonial Whoredom. 
ROM this ſad Hiſtory in a Man, whom Le- 


ſeemed as a Man of Worth, and for that Rea- 
ſon eſteemed his Story as conſiderable, I might 
roceed to give flagrant Examples of the hike 
candalous Matches, and from the like unjuſti- 
fiable Principle, but without the like penitent 
* 1 
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ren ſuch is the famous 8 
of wanton Fame, who married five 
Husbands in leſs than four Fears ; and impu- 
dently declares, ſhe refolves never to ſtay above 
a Fortnight unmarry'd at a time. But theſe 
Examples are too mean for our mention; the 
telling a ſcandalous Story of a ſcandalous Per- 
ſon is no Novelty, there's no Inſtruction in it, 
nothing elle is to be expected. But the prac- 
tice of ſuch things where Men pretend to un- 
derſtand themſelves, to have a Senſe of Repu- 
tation, of Virtue, Prudence, and, above all, of 
Religion; this indeed has ſomething wonder- 
ful in it, and is worth recording. 4 

ANOTHER ſcandalous Piece of Matrimonia 
Whoredom, and which I call untimely Marri- 
ages, is that of marrying Infants and Perſons 


not of Ages fi . or, as we Tay, not 


marriageable. This has fomething extreamly 
ſhocking and ſurfeiting in it, and, indeed, wi 
leſs bear a repetition, than any thing we have 
ſpoken. of yet; and I am harder put to it to 
expreſs the juſt Deteſtation of it, eſpecially in 
the Caſes which repreſent: themſelves on the 
Particular before me, becauſe the Particulars, 
and the Motives of them, can hardly be-mo- 
deftly mentioned. Aa 32bh WS... 
7 — M—, liv'd not twenty Miles off of 
Higbgate, he had two young Ladies in his 
Houſe, and who were bred up by him, or under 
him, his own Daughter, and a little Couſin his 
Childs Play<fellow; his Wife died, that was the 
firſt opening to his Wickedneſs; they were 
both young, his Daughter about eleven Years 
old, the Couſin between eleven and twelve, 
from his little Couſins, being his Danghter's 
Play-fellow, he wants to make her his o__ 


* 
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and, in about two Years, made himſelf ſo fami- 
liar with her, (to deſcribe it no neater) that he -— 
diveſted ber cf all Modeſty alſo; but that he i! | 
might not make it a Piece of Debauchery, as 4 
he called it, he gets a profligate Parſon, and 1 
marries the Girl, himſelf upwands of Forty, 
and the Child a little above Lharteen, which he 
alledged was a marriageable Age, and before 
me was Fourteen ſhe was with Child by him. 
Whether the died in Child-bed or no, I do net 
remember; but this I have heard for Truth, [4 
that a few. Years after he was under Proſecn- | 
tion, or at laſt. fled the Country for a more 0 
criminal Converſation. with the Vother Child, |: 
(vix.) his own Daughter, when, to palliate the L 
Matter, he would have marry'd her too; but AY 
the Deſigu was happily prevented. Ihope no 
Body would deny, but that whatever the firſt - 
was, the laſt was not Matrimonial Whoredom 
only, but Matrimonial Inceſt. % 
Ir is true, the laſt is a ſuperlative in Wick. 
edneſs, and is needful to our Caſe; but the "== 
firſt 4 take to merit very juſtly the Title of | 
Matrimonial Whoredom, and to come within | 
The mach of m ent. 1 
I could give a Counter-example do this in 2 = 
Woman upwards of Forty, who, having bred * 
up a Youth.almoſt in Charity in her Family, | 
and being her ſelf left a Widow, married the 
little Boy, G1 call. him, and did it with Cars 
cumſtances ſcanda lous enough: The Particylars 
indeęd I have not at large, hut at his Thar» 
teenth Year ſhe married him, and befote he was 
Fifteen Tears old, had a Child bychim, and. 
after that three more. nee 
I cannot enter into, the Detail 'of her tot, 
no not ſo much as I have had an Account ors. 
e ü "i 1 we 
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| S tis too foul; I have indeed no Words for it; 


the Engliſþ Language is not able to cover ſuch 
dirty Work, ſo I muſt leave it, as I am forced 
to do ſeveral others; but you may depend up- 
on it, if there is ſuch a thing in Nature as that 
I call Matrimonial Whoredom ; it was here in 
ijts higheſt Extent, and in the extreme of Inde- 
-cency and Immodeſt x. 
IIł is true, theſe ought to have belonged to 
the Chapter of. Marriages in unſuitable Tears ; 
but I rather place them here, becauſe I treat 
- theſe parent ar Articles as teally criminal in 
themſelves, and in the Nature of them; the 
other might be onhappy; occaſioned by the 
unſuitable Circumſtances, but theſe were, as 1 
ſay, criminal; as 70 ſays, they ought to have 
been puniſhed by the Judge, they Kink in the 
Noſtrils of all modeſt People, and are hateful 
and odious in the Sight both of Gop and Man. 
To bring it to the Cale in hand: Here Was 
the Eſſence of Matrimonial Whoredom; the 
meer Incentive to this Marriage muſt be the 
wicked Part, the ſatisfy ing the brutal ſenſual 
' Appetite. What can. it be leſs # The Office of 
Matrimony was made but the Introduction, I 
had almoſt faid the Uſher, to the Whoredom ; 
only that indeed the, Matrimony is a paſlive 
= Circumſtance, not a voluntary Act, in a word, 
"Matrimony is abuſed, and brought into it un- 
-quitly ; and therefore, I think, they are right 
in foreign Countries; where, in ſuch Caſes, the 
Perſons are liable to Puniſhment, not for the 
vitious Part only, which it is hard to come at 
there, as well as here; hut they are liable, I ſay, 
to Puniſhment, for abuſing the holy Sacrament, 
o they call Matrimonyy ud making it to be a 
iT ool to hand them on To commit the 3 


— 
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- this they call Inſulting the Church, and, in- 
deed, fo I think it is; and they have their 
Eccleſiaſtick Conſtitutions, by Which it is pu- 
niſhable, and the Prieſt is puniſhed alſo that of. 


ficiates in ſuch a Marriage. 

Bor to quit this nauſeous Part as ſoon as 
we can; untimely Marriages are certainly 
ſcandalous in their Nature, eſpecially where 


the Age is unequal, where one, being young, 


and ſcarce Ripe, by the ordinary Courſe of 


Nature, for the Marriage Bed, the other is of 


full Age; tis not a "Matrimonial Whoredom 


only; tis, in my Opinion, a kind of a Matri- 


monial Rape, becauſe it has ſomething of Vio- . 
lence offered to Nature in it on one Side, and 


ſomething odiouſſy and criminally Immodeſt, 


on the other. 


- 


I is true, and tis objected againſt me here, 
rdinary for the 


that in other Countries it is © | 
Children, efpecially of great Families, to come 


yt 


together, young, and they have a uſual Saying, 


that like Fruit gathered green, and laid up, 


they will ripen. together; upon this Foot 
they frequently marry very early, the Ladies at 


eleven to twelve, and the Gentlemen at thir- 
teen or fourteen ; and, as it is the practice of 
the Country, there's no Scandal in it. | 


I have little to ſay to this Practice abroad; 1 
know it is fo in 78 Portugal, and ſome 


other Places in the World; and there may be 


natural Reaſons to be given in. juſtification of 


the Practice; ſome taken from the Conſtitutian 
ok the People, ſome from the Climate, tome 
from one Cauſe, ſome from another. Natura- 


lifts can ſay more to it than is needful here. 


Man and Woman have a Vegetative, as well as 


a ſenſitive and rational Life; and there may 


4 2 2 be 
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be a phyſical Reaſon given; why Nature may . 
be 1 4 in ane Part of te en 
another, and in ſame People ſogner than in 
others; as it is evident the Seaſon for the pro- 
duct ion of the ſame Fruits differ in one Place, 
and in one Country from another, the Vie 
and the Corn-harveſt, differ in ohe Country . 
from another; here they gather in AuguP, 
there in October; and it may be, the like in 
other Things, and in Men and Women, as well 
as in other Creatures, for, a I ſaid, the vege= 
tative Life obeys the Law of Nature in them, 
as well as in Plants and Trees. 

Bur tis enough that this is not the Cuſtom 
in our Country, neither, perhaps, has. Nature 
prepared Things to have it be ſog and though 
fometimes we may fee Exceptions here too, and 
Contracts may be made ſooner, yet at ſooneſt 
the Lady ſhould be fourteen to fifteen, and the 
Gentleman ſixteen to feventeen, and even this 
would be thought very ſoon to. 
I know, as above, it may be otherwiſe ſome- 
times; but it is not looked, upon as Modeſt or 
Decent, I hear of an Juſtance at this time of a 


Poung Lady that is big with Child, at a little 


above thitteen. But is ill thought on; tis 
made a Jeſt of; tis calbd à Child with Chile 3 
the Mother of the Girl is look'd awry. upon, 
and ſpoken ill of, for ſuffering it; the young 
Thing, is looked at as People look at a Sight or 

Show, and as ſomething monſtrous. 
Bur what. is this to the Caſe in band, where 
the Couple is equal, the Matter is the leſs; and 
if there be à Fault any where, it ſeems to lie 
upon the Parents, or the Guardians, or whoever 
had the Conduct of the young People. But 
this does not relate to the Caſe that I am up- 
9 "+ © Fl on . 
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"on; the two wretched Examples I have givers 
and which” were both within the narrow Com- 
paſs*of my own Knowledge, are not at all juſti- 
fied by the practice of other Nations; .we ark, 
as Chriſtians, to be bound by the Laws o De- | 
cency znd Modeſty,” and, as Subjects of a juſt | 
Government, by the Laws ptact is d and receiv'd 
n our own Country. It is the Cuſtom in ſome 
ations to go naked, and in others they cloath 
4 ig that it is, as We ſay, next Door to go- 
Jug 


I ked; their Cloaths being ſo thin and light, 
55 all the Parts of the Body are, as it were, 


deſcribed to the Eye, by the Garments ſetting 
2 Cloſe to them; as in Italy,” in Turtey and Bar- | 
bary;, avid other hot Countries; But ſich aPrac- | 
tice, though tis thought nothing of there, | 
vould be thenght immocdeſt here to the: laſt 
Degree, and indeed ſcandalous; and Chriftians 
"are ele ſo far to the Cuſtom of the 
Place, as tö do all Things that are of good 
1 I retarn' to the Cafe of untimely Mar- 
r1ages, and I mall cloſe it with a Story which I. 
have very good Authority for the Truth of, 
wherg, thong I cannot {ay there was any | 
thing of Immodeſty in the Deſign or Intention, | | 
nor any thing Immodeſt pract isd, or 'intended 
tp. be praQisd, yet Heaven ſeemd ta make it 
an Enbappines to the Party, at leaſt it was n. 
ſuxprizing Diſappointm ent. 
A certain antient Widow, having a tolerahlle 
good Eſtate, but no Children, and being up- 
wards of fixty Years of Age, had fixed her 
Phomrhts upon two ycnag Women, which were 
er. Relations (Nieces I think) to leave what Ex 
ate ſhe had ta, and which, divided between the 
two, would have made them tolerable good Far- 
tines. n 211 2580 
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As ſhe intended them this Luck, ſo 'tis 
' likely ſhe gave them ſome tolerable Additions 
While ſhe was alive, as to their Education, and 
perhaps to their Equipage. ed 
HowEvrk, the fooliſh young Girls, * 
ſing their Aunt had no Body elle to give her 
Eſtate to, and not perhaps ſenſible of the Kind- 
neſs ſhew'd them, at leaſt not ſo ſenſible of it 
as they ought to have: been, carryd it but 
very indifferently to the old Lady not only 
hg ting her, and neglecting her on many Oc- 
caſions, but | ſometimes! took upon them to be 
ſaucy to her; and; in a word, at length they 
too plainly. diſcovetred that they looked upon 
the Eſtate to be, as it were, their right, and 
as af the old Lady lived too long for them; 
they would be frequently talking to one ano- 
ther, or to others, What they would' do, and 
how they would live! when they came to the 
Eſtate, if the old Woman was but out of the 
„„ 15059 G9) 20600.) 24) 93a Fufs1 biz 
Crake ſome officious People, perhaps Ser- 
vants, had ſpite enough to report this to the 
old Lady, or the Nieces had the Indiſeretion to 
Jet her hear ſome of it; the latter not very 
unlikely ; or ſhe gathered from the whole Te- 
nour of their Conduct, that they ſlighted her; 
that they only waited the good Hour, that 
what little Reſpe& they ſhew'd her, was evi- 
dently for what they were to get by her, 
and no otherwiſe, and that they waited with 
impatience when ſhe would be eaſel to walk 
off; all which was indeed true in Fact. 
- AFTER the old Lady had thus taken 
notice of their Conduct ſome time, ſhe once 
took Occaſion more particularly to let them 
know it; She told them what ſhe had . 
F ** = 
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how unkind]y they treated her, how perfectly 
at liberty ſhe was to give her Eſtate io whom 
ſne pleaſed, and that the” was not fo old, and 
come to doat ſo much, as to give what ſhe had 
to thoſe that did not think it worth their while 
to deſerve it, or that could not afford to be Civil 
to her; that ſhe found they only pap'd for her 
Death, and that ſhe ſnhould take care, if they: 
did not alter their Conduct, they ſhould have 
little enough to expect tom hen 
TAxSs alarm'd them a little; and if they had 
been any thing but thoughtleſs Girls, they 
would have chang d their Methods a little. But 
it were off in 4 little time, and they went on 
juſt as they did beformmee oo ett ng 
Ar length tiie old Lady, thoroughly provok- 
ed by their ill Ufage, and her Retentment be- 
ing quickened by ſome particular extraordinary 
Carriage, takes a ſudden Reſolution to change 
her way of living leave off Houſe-keeping, : 
and retire into the Country, to end her Days, as = 


ſhe called it, in Peace, and do good with what 
ſhe had. 21 * 10470 | TSYOHY DQIITT IE 1 I 
"Hex Nieces ſoon found they had loſt them | 


ſelves ſo much with her, that they had 
not Intereſt enough to alter her Reſolutions, 
though they hung about her then with Tears 
and Entreat ies, fo they employd other Rela - 
tions to intercede with her. But ſhe: ſoon \ | 
ſtopt their Mouths, with letting them know 2 
how her Nieces had treated her, and what fair 
Warning ſhe had given them, adding ſame par- = 
ticular Unkindneſſes which ſhe had met with iS 
from them, and ſome Speeches which they had 4 
been weak enough to let her overhear Ha * 

which, in ſhort; the was unalterably refolved ei- 
Eſtate to charitable Uſes, or 
224 other 
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hem 
a Was fot News to the to Gb; | 
but they had no Remedy, ſo they ſhifted an 
they could; we have no more to ſay about 


e | #1 tr At ot Nan 
HE old 14 4 ACCAF ding to her. Reſalution, 
as = W19K put off her Houſe, aud went into the 
Country. where her Eſtate lay, and dwelt with 
one her Tenants 1 in the Country; here ſhne 
liv' e Fon rd, and attended ohly with 
one Servants nd. by this; Tune the was about 
ſixty ve 8 old, but of à ſqund, hail Con- 
ſtitüt ion, a chearful;; eaſy Diſpaſition, calm 
Tera and all the happy Tokens of long Life. 
Ix happened one Day, talking ferioully with 
her I nant, a good, honeſt plain Man, but a 
an of. enk Senſe, and particularly of abnndance 

0 Keie edge, ſhe. made her Com- 
plaint. t 45 unkindly ſhe had been 
treated by ler Nicces, and 3 ſhe had reſented 
it, and was Soar as above, that none of 
them 7 e the better for her.. 7 
E good Man exhorted. and i ler 

to W the young Women, to conſider they 
wary ans and gay; and wanted Diſcretion, 
* £ os no doubt, they would carry it other- 
6, er now, if ſhe would receive them a- 
55 he added the Command of our Saviour, 
Forgive Enemics, aud our offending. Brotber; 
100 To pleaded often with her for the two poor 
Caſt-off | 


„ 

Caſt-off Girls. But he found the old Lady ift 
flexible; ſhe had taken Things ſo ill that the 
could not go back; ſhe would forgive them, ſhe. 
ſaid, and pray for them, but ſhe would" never 
give her Eſtate to them; that the ſaid he was 
not bound to do upon any Account whatever, 
In a word, the good Man found there was no. 
room to. ſay any thing farther upon that Sub- 
je&, unleſs he would / ttterly difoblige her, 
which it was not his Buſineſs to do ; ſo he. 
meddled no more With it. 
Arrkx ſome time, the old Lady tells her 
Tenant, ihe wanted to ſpeak with Him, and Bis 
Wife and Daughter together; the Daughter 
was, it ſeems, young married Woman, but a. 
ſober, grave and religious! Body, like her Fa- 
ther; and alſo of a Judgment above her Nears; 
and this, it ſeems, made the old Lady take her. - 
into the Council; the Tenant bad alſo à Son, 
but he Was but à little Boy of about nine or 
Ar this Meeting the old Lady tells them, 
that as ſhe Was now in Tears, and could not 
expect to live much longer, ſhe thought 
it Was time to ſettle her Affairs in the World. 
and to diſpoſe of what Eſtate he had ta leave 
behind her; that they all know, how. ſhe had 
been treated by thoſe to whom ſhe flad been 
ſo kind, and to whom ſhe had purpoſed to be. 
ſtill ſo much kinder; That 8 knew 
what her Neſolutions were with refpe& to. 
that; that at his Importunity however, ſhe 
had ſo far forgiven them, as to reſolve to give 
each of them à Legacy of One hundred Pounds. 
to help to ſupport them, and to teſtify her 
Charity, notwithſtanding the ill 'Uſage he 
t Eon un 838 ad 
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had been pleaſed to 1 her; hut that now 
it was tame for her to ſettle the reſ. 
Ark this Diſcourſe, ſhe told them, that 
" the had deen ſtudying all ble Ways how. 
ſhe: might diſpoſe: of her Eſtate moſt to her 
ſatisfaction; and that, upon the whole, ſhe 
Was reſolved ta marry. 1 The Tenant,” a grave, 
. 4nd; as I ſaid, good Man, ſeem'd to be greatly 
diſtaſted at that kind of Propoſal for ſettling 
her Eſtate, and the Tenant's Wife and Daugh-' 
ter, both began to diſcover their N at it, 
and a kind of nauſeating the 2 Nn 

Bur hold, ſays ſhe, hear what I have far- 
ther to ſay before you give your Opinion. My 
a al of marrying ſhall have no Scandal in 
it, Ell promiſe por; I ſhall leave no foom for 
Reptoachz and you-will ſay ſo, when you hear 
ho I have pitch d upon for my Husbang. In 
ſhort, there is a little Boy in your Toπ]n Whom 
J have choſen for a Husband, and upon whom 
Iwill ſettle my Eſtate; and he is ſo voung, 
that no Body can xaiſe any Object ion againſt 
it; for, to be ſure, I ſhall be in my Grade be- 

fore he will be grown up to Man's Eſtate; and, 
giving them no time to anfwer, the added, this 

Fittle Boy is your Son. I think, ſays ſhe, you 
Ay he is not above nine or ten Tears old, and 
J am almoſt ſeventy; and, if you give your 
Conſent, II put him to School; and after that, 
if 1 ſhonld live ſo long, Ell put him to Prentice 
at Londan to a good Trade, and give One hun- 
dred Pounds with him, and, to be fore; I fhall 
be dead before he will be out of his Time; and 
then, ſelling Part of the Eſtate, he will have a 
Stock to ſet up with, and the remainder” 


will make a good Jointure for a Wife. 
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Tae Tenant was ſtrangely ſurpriaed with 
the Propoſal, and indeed was barks 'dwith it. 
As for the Women, they were quite ſilene'd. 
But the Man told her, that indeed the 
Propoſal _the- had made of marrying' à Child, 
weld take era all the Scandal which he Was 
before concerned about on her Account; but 
that it would be a ſad Blow to her own Rehe. 
od and tho' he knew not what to ſay 'as 

11d;; whom he would be ve det 

5 ſeeing ſhe had ſuch kind Thoughts a. 
bout him, as to Deſign him her Eſtate, To 
could not of ill but be — her to conſider ver 
well before ſhe Diſinherited her two N 
and, at leaſt, to do ſomething” more for them, 
But, in ſhort, ſhe was mimoyeable'as to that 
Part ; and, after ſome other Difficulties which 
the the old To Tenant ftarted, for he did not tem 0 

come very willingly into it, no not to the laf 
= = 1 ene and we was marrie 
to e' N 1 

Accoanina'to;her „ the os him 
to School, and had him made a 
Scholar; and ſhe li wd not only i te 74 
come home from the School, but to be bis. e⸗ 
nough to go Prentice, and alſd to ſee him come 
out of his Time; by which time he was about 
twenty- two Tears of A ge. 

Bur, as I ſaid, even this unſuitable Match 

did not prove ſo ſatisfactory as might have been 
expected; for it pleaſed God this Woman liv'd 
to ſuch 1 prodigious. Age, that the little Boy 
Was ene Years of Age when he followed 
her to the Church to bury her, and ſhe was One 

hundred twenty-ſeven ears old. 

TRIS el. I had atteſted to me by a Perſbn 
of an wm ion d Veracity, who told me, he 
ü Was 


o 


* 


x XL”. 
" was himſelf at her Funeral: She was ſixty-five 
when. ſhe marry'd him, and liv'd 'fixty-two 
Years with him; ſhe indeed made him fom 
Amends for the diſparity of Years by tſk 
that ſhe was a maſt excellent Perſon,” of an ini- 
mitable Diſpoſition, preſerv'd the Youth of he 
Temper, and the Stren th of her Underſtand. 
ing Memory and, Exe-fight to the laſt; an 
Which was n remarkable, ſhe. bred 
whole new Set of 8 as white as Ivory,” and 
as. even as a Youth, after ſhe was ninety Years 
Heut ws a Dilparity, ds true Hut hers 
was none of the corrupt Part, which 1 baye 
malle the Mark n Rep, and, Jo Juſtl 
100. Here was no Vice, no ſenſual Part, to! 
0 much as thought ek; and yet, I ſay, it con 
not bat be a dif{ppointmeur to the young Yr 
0 i 


and ſhe would often complain tö him of 
Injury ſhe did him in living ſo Tong, But 
$id not 8 it fen NY Ts. Oe. 
er extraordinary good Temper making hi 
ſo much amends "MN _— uo " 1 | N 
Tur is a Cuſtom of 'marrying Children 
one to another by the Compact of their Parents, 
While the ſaid Children are very young; as has 
been the Practice abroad, and as we had lately 
an Example of in the euch and Spaniſß Courts, 
tho“ hot voy enchütggigg neither by 1ts Suc, 
ceſs, or fitted much in Frample. 
"Tarts has its Inconyemiencies in it on many, 
Accounts; but as they do not come within the 
reach of the nin rt I do not ſay they 


are concerned in the Reproof of this Satyr; ; 
nor am I ſpeaking of Tuch. n 

"Bo ſince I am taking notice of the various 
Sorts bf untimely Marriages, and 1 have men. 


tioned 
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tioned this; I ſhould do Juſtice to the Practice 
our own Country in thoſe Caſes, a 
me in ſuch Compacts of Parents they 
nerally made this upon Condition that +2 
young People hke one another when they” e are 
grown up, and fit to come together. 
THis bas both Reaſon and Religion in it, 
and ſeems. to be founded upon the great Prin- 
ahi of Liberty, both Civil and'Eccleffaſtick, 


ich this Nation are happy, i in the Enjoyment 


= DEED, it ſcems à kind + Tyranny oper 
our Children, which we have no Power to'ex- 
ercile, to anticipate their AﬀeSions, and — 
them in their Infancy to take up with an 
ject they have no, liking to. and bind them 
40 here or there before- and. I will not ſa 
but it may indeed be a kind of ſpeaking ww 
Diſlike from the natural Averſion which 
commonly. have to every Thing which is 5 

poſed upon them, and to that uklome "Thing 
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1e AR * 1 . i Di & * 
a great Ach of and 
„that our Laws have 
N ing of Ladies criminal; 
l mean a Ca ital Criminal. Ie 
ſieemed a little that a Gentle- 
man might have the ſatisfaction of hangin — 
Thief that ſtole an old Horſe from him, 
could have no Juſtice againſt a Rogue for bel. 
his Daughter, 3 707 
e Arts and Tricks made aſe of to Traphni} 
© and, as it were, Kidnap. young Women away 
into the Hands of Brutes Sharpers, were 
very ſcandalous, and it became almoſt dange- 
rous for any one to leave a Fortune to the 77 
poſal of the Perſon that wat to enjoy it, and 
where it was ſo left, the La Lady went al- 
ways in Danger of her ſhe was watch'd, 
laid in wait for, and, as it were, beſieged by 
a continual Ga Rogues, Cheats, Game- 
ſters, and ſuch like ſtarving Crew, ſo that ſhe 
was obliged to confine her ſelf like a Priſoner 
to her Chamber, be lock'd, and barr'd; and 
bolted in, and have her Eyes every Moment 
upon the Door, as if ſhe was afraid of Bayliffa 
and Officers to arreſt her; or elſe ſhe wag 
Mmatch'd- up, ſeized upon, hurry'd up into a 
ET UN Coach 


* Ke 
Coach and fix, a Fellow dreſsd up in a Clergy- 
man's Habit to perform the Ceremony, and -a 
Piſtol clapt to her Breaſt to make her conſent 
to be marry'd: And thus the Work was done. 
She was then carry'd to the private Lodging, 

ut to Bed under the ſame awe. of Swords. and 
Piſtols; a Fellow that ſhe never ſaw in her Life, 
and knows nothing of, comes to Bed to her; 
deflowers her, or, as may be well ſaid, raviſhes 
her, and the next Day ſhe is called a Wife, and 
the Fortune ſeized upon in the Name of the 
Husband; and perhaps, in à few Days more, 


play'd all away at the Box and the Dice, and 


the Lady ſent home Hin naked, and a Beg- 

r. Iritis is Jes e 

Tris was the Caſe within the Times of our 
Memory, till the Parliament thought fit to 
make it Felony,” and that without Benefit of 
Clergy, and till ſome of theſe Fortune Raviſh- 
ers have ſince that paid for their Sueceſt at the 
Gallows. And now, indeed; the Ladies are a 


little ſafer, and muſt be attempted with a little 
more Art, not taken by Storm, Sword in hand, 
as Men take fortified Towns; but they muſt 


be brought to give a formal Aſſent by the cun- 
ning of Female Agents, Wheedling and delu- 
ding them, and playing the Game another Way; 
till they are decoyd into Wedlock; the Man 
pretending himſelf Quality and a Perſon equal 
in Eſtate; by which Craft à certain Nentiſb 
Lady of Fortune, was moſt exquiſitely drawn 
in at once to marry a City Chimney<ſweeper, 
and was fore d to ſtand by it too, after ſne came 
to an underſtanding of the Bargain ſhe had 
made; and another Weſt Country Lady, 4 
Highwayman, and the like. 
eie, UE Fargd wer tt Sagiot? *2f - 4a 


} : « 
> \ 
1 . 8 a 
1 
2 9 HES E 
4 * 
_ 
; * 4 


2 
* . 
þ - A 


1 368 } 


near Matches however; come within the 
of our Complaint, and are but with too 
much Juſtice branded with the Charge of Ma- 


It is the Money more then the Senſuality, the [ 
Fortune more than the Woman; and ſo it 
might be called Matrimonial: Avarice. But as 
the knowing of the Woman is“ the eſſential fi- 
miſhing Part of tHe Wark, and the Title or 
Claim to the Eſtate is fix upon a full Poſſeſ- 
ion, which they call a. Conſummation of the 
2 the Word M haremom is not foreign 
to the Charge, at leaſt on the Man' Side, be- 
cauſe he lies — not as a wedded 
Wife, according; to God's * Ordinance, but 
ſtute, which, in 


meerly to entitle him to 
Shank is perfecting the End of Matrimony”; 
ob no Man ean ſay, it is a legal Marriage in 
ht of Him:whoſe Sane 8p 
were atrimon law ful. N 4 1 

Mazzyinc Women by force, can never 
+ iſlet marrying according to Go holy © 
Crt 3 for all Mialence is unjuſt, and al 


njuſtice is incanſiſtent with Holineſs. For 
an impure and righteous Deſign can never be 
comprehended- in à holy and pure Inſtitution ; 
it Fan determined by — all; the Laws of Ma- 
Trimony in the World, that Marriage ought to 
be the Act and Deed 'of both the Parties the 
Act and Deed not of their meer Compliance 
and ſubmiiſion by Neceſlity, but the Act e 
their Minds, their free and unconſtrained 
Choice; and if it be not ſo, it is not really a 
law ful Marriage. Marriage by conſtraint is 


—— Bond given in Priſon, the Party is not 
bound to the payment: To be marry'd by force 
* to be Married, Put to be taken het" 


CES < 


trimonial Whozedom? It is true, in cheſe Caſes 


[369] 
r 
then them eir 
them out for the 
the Em or by the Baſha or Grand Vizier; 
Whoſe: 
he pleaſes to demand them. 

„ e e ge | 
diction in Speech; the Ternis are inconſiſtent 
'tis no Marriage at all, or, if you will call it a 
Marriage, tis no Matrimony. How are the 
Women ſo usd, 3 to ng 
their wedded Husband ?- The very 
the Word „in — _ 

Can a Woman be dad te to 
to his Bed 


Ee ne — 
chuſe is 

as 2 Malefactor is dragg'd to Execution, or 

we- expreſs it, as a Bear to the Stake? that 


to Joy, to the Place where he is to be Baited 


with and which he knows is to be his 

yea] therefore haue tin he is hauld 

fi ny oy tos Bag he IIs, ad OE 
it. e N 5 


xine this back to wur former Teſts Every 
Marriage where the nud ſimple End of 
the Matrimony is not uch as agrees with the 
4 ious End of the Inſtitution, is, in mySenſe, 
atrimonial Whoredom, and no other, and, 
— the reſt,” 
be marry d, is one of: the worſt. "2 1358307, 

I muſt be allow'd there to except; | Political 


| State Marriages, made for: the Intereſt of Nav 


tions, forming Alliances and Priendihips, butts 


ing or engaging Confederacies and — 


eople. e 
fur the prese 
ood of — 


between Princes and P. 
Also Family 
Eſtates in the Lines and 


to be lain with 
il. they are encloſed * 8 
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as 
—— ED 
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this of forcing a Womam to - 


* the e and 8 and the * f 
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— Ends; in which Caſe, though Vio 
nee is not uſed, yet tis generally expected 
the Women ſhould comply, and they do com- 
pl I may ſay they do always comply indeed. 
{earce remember an Inftance in Hiſtory of 
any that have refuſee d 
I there is thing in theſe Matches to 
the diſhke of the Parties they muſt take it as 
an Accident to the Dignity of their Birth, and 
go through it as well as they can; they have 
2 the State and Hondur of their Birth 
nd Families, and the Titles they poſſeſß, to 
make up the Deficiencies, and to be Equivas 
lents for the loſs of their perſonal Endearments; 
fo. we have nothing to fay to thoſe Things. 
If Princes and great R ure content to 
marty on thoſe Conditions, they muſt do as 
they pleaſe, the Conſequence is to themſel ves. 
We are not 2 here of People under the 
Influence of Politick Government, and Who 
move this Way or that, by Reaſuns of State; 
but of People within the Cirele of Equality 
with our felves; and under the Government 
of Laws both of Juſtice and Reaſon, and alſo of 
the Conſtitution; and to ſuch, I think, what 
Thave obferved, is juſt. Matrimony is a Law 
of Decency, binding to Chriſtians, and to Peo- 
e who pretend to live and act as Chriſtians 
or ſhould do; and thoſe who do not proceed 
in it with à due regard to Decency and Chri- 
ſtianity too, ſhould lay aſide the Name of Chri- 
Man, and pretend to it no mörmeee. 
x is true, there ate various Sorts of for 
2 Thoſe 22 uk roy * 7h wt | 
a Woman away by Strength, and terrifyin 
her afterward into Compliance, our Laws, as 


oy 
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have ſaid, have declared againſt; fo that 1554 


ſay nothing more to them 
- THERE is alſo a violence of Fmportunity, 


— have ſpoken to at length, as well a8 the ds! 
ence occaſioned: by 9 Perſon havin 
his or her Power LY ive or WI W 
ons and Portions of. the Per 
UT 


isd upon the ies indeed; - but 
imes both Sides are engag d, and it is F 
3 the utmoſt Cunning and Artifice : Firf, a 
5p or ſecret Agent is plac'd in the Famil, (or 

near it as may be) where the Perſon I 
and Who inſi nuating into the Acquaintance 

Lady, and 5 into her Confidence and 

avour, fails not to enerocach 
ag 10 bring the Perſon ho & ſires ber Aſſiſt 
ance, or employs her for that Purpoſe, into the 
Lady's Com any; 2 him, 
Chatacter, ſets other People to give 
racter; and thus, in a Ks 
f Rook ſets Cully, for a Sharper; that 12 $9 
ſays z for, &, 8 

Petnabs my Readers may be too ſober 10 
underſtand the "New ate Language, that is ſuits 
able to this e WEE, E N that the 
Cully is an innocent or ignorant Perſon, whoa 
Sharper, that 18A 
in to Play. 


is Chas 


THE ok is Wind Perſon; o+ Tots bi 


as they call it, that is, gets into his Company 
inſinuates into his 80 leg , ſcrapes Achuaints 


unce with him, and . 51 in th an Alehouls- 


or ben where the © bbs eſter je Ture to Us 


** 


and a violence of Authority; both theſe alſo 


there is yet a yiolence * are | 
and this is alſo a Crime which indeed ought to 
be puniſhed by the Jadge, This is, gen a=: 


- 
- p 
= » 2 
- P d 
1 ERIE iy wo es r 


radually ſo 5 fon 


ives' his 
the Lady is SET, as 


ſter, wants 15 draw | 


- ready, 
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and ſo draw the nm l in 
and cheat him of his M 1 Als ti 
ike, wangen the Sharger here employs 
too, and who, in t ole Caſes; i al- 
al, a Woman, She is fre 10 get - acquainted 
with.the Lady; d, after ſome time, and get - 
into her Confidence; takes care to let the 
La y know, that ſhe underſtands that a cer- 
tain Gentleman, who lodges in ſuch a Place, is 
in Love with her; that ſhe came to underſtand 
it, by a very odd Aceident 3 and chen ſhe tells 
her a formal Story, that being at ſuch/a Place a 
viſiting, and ſome Company coming in that 
| were Strangers, Mey all all ſat down to drink Tea; 
that there was a voung Gentle en | 
modeſt kind of Gentleman among them, whic 
the Lady of 8 Couſin, and that 
; accidentally riſing — make Room for more 
ny, the Ge , lays:the Spy, hap- 
= to be; lacd x 2 to) Mer; 
which, fays the, LpnſMy wy-Chainib8ck 19-1 t 
farther a 38 Nba od? uses 
p ng «its 0 — — ae 4 
rhaps 30g enough to. ing) 
Fes Ty Love withome,. when l a 
e Soi mel 3 1 fi 232 
Law, my Dear, fays He, 1 gere Jay, the 
Gentleman before in my Liſe. But 
Bur what — What makes you on talk "fach 
| Stuff?, ſays the Lady; ftill-nettled with what 
* had ſaid ſubtilly and flily before. 
W on eee e Gen a Fe, 
that Im ay; and ſo he, paſſe 
and talks of Concthing, ale to lee bon, aver, 
wont take it, Ain 4 
As ſhe thought, fo..it was, the Lady. was 
touch with the frk Piece of the Tale, OA 
ept 


to 5 
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kept her original Speech in her Thou ghts, that 
che Gen was in Love with beß but be. 
ing — * w 2 — * — _ Necellity of 2 
ing he n, e a ext whi e 
ab lat ths Ix brought” dr . auf in, and 
aged," Who this Gentleman wass 
— 2 — Me did 1 'kiiow 
im; but, it leems, he 
—5 if abt ohen 4 . Oe 
War de veu mean by tht?! cf -- 
don't wee 510} wy. en Ney, fie, Tr 
IIS no matter forchgt, an he he knows 
ou Je out 18 gun Hf Nioſd MN 
* do you knouthatꝰ? ſays the'Ea when 
185 —— pete fool 7 IT 
0 — fayr en I know it for Al that | 
Ax "thus me led her on on Artfully; till ſhe 
folind ſhe had raiſed her E ion a little; 
and then ſhe told her St [51 Vans K 
"Wax; Madam, 72 as I told vou, I 
thruſt my Chair back to it farther off, theGen-/ 
tleman being like to ſit next me bet Madam 
: meaning — at whoſe Houſe they 
and ng the e 8 
Chair next to — me; Sir, füys ſhe to 
him, pray ſit next to this Gent woman, the. 
lodges i in the ſame Houſe Where the Lady lives 
that is your particular Favourite 
Say yon ſd, ſayr the Gentlemait; withallmy 
Heart; 1 — g eyery Thing that is dut 
known to Madam 1 are bl your 'felf 7. 
and ſo he ſat don. „Uran leren 
WO canthat he? Nu Lady. 
Nax, indeed, ſays ſbe, I dom t know* that; 
but he is a very fine Gentleman, I aſſure yν; 
— 1 a Wr o modeſt, "und 7 fa | 
Ane. . 1445 
OTE Bb ; 11 "DT WEN 
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r you talk\d with bn; it emu, ſun 

1 RE 11 as 51 
Tas Company were. very merry, ſay⸗ Go.) 
and every. Body talk d. But he has a World of 
„ eee 
AY now. Youare a. ge 4 Fi 
No, Madan ſays . dont . dat 
all the Company 0, a8 well as . | 
Nor to hi bg fm) indy Do art 
way: by Loxd 


No, Madam; but — went a 
fetch d him away an his Coach and fax. |, 
. TH1s:touch'd- her again; —— 
Manager could perceive it plain, enough. 80 
ſhe dropp d the Diſcourſe again, and run on up» 1 
on other Thangs but upon ſeyeral Turns the 
Lady brought it about again: At laſt, ſhe was 
ſimple enough to ask her, If ſhe thought there 
was any Thing in it? Which = all the Crea- 
ture wanted. AH ier act ee 
, Jong nn ie believed there 
For ſhe.could ive the Gentleman was 
0 2 nany Body: did hae peak 
ele merh ont, ti 
4. be dy, Lara PG. 0 


= * > 


. | 


— delay ct not WE [12 © 
hope you 90k, no notice ha you knew, 
me, ſays 4 Lady. Need enen 33 

SAKS" Madam, — could I help t at 9 | 


* He, W * all told him I lodge 

7 ES ſame H 12 e. | N 60 n 

(„Way, that's 5 true indeed, Joys the, 15. 1 

W muß of that, 
ps Madam, + vou nge not een 

| * ak nothingco your Dilatrantage, K 
83 7 FE meu FI Fe 
| — * 10 2 ö | kues 
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Turn ſhe began to enquire into the Diſ- 
courſe, and the ſubtil Creature took care to! 
tell her a thouſand fine Things of him, which 
he never ſaid ; how he toaſted her Health; and 
what fine Things he ſaid of her, when; perhaps, 
not a Word was ever mentioned, But ſhe ſaw 
it work'd as ſhe would have it, till, in ſhort, - 
ſhe brought, her to be in Love with the Gentle- 
man too, and that before the had ſeen him. 

T1M# brought Things about; and the young 
Lady was weak enough to go and viſit the Lady 
at the Houſe where this Gentleman had been 
ſeen, and which, it ſeems, was but a few Doors 
off; and the Spy had ſo much Knowledge of it, 
as to give the Gentleman notice, who found 
Ways to get into the Company, and to make his 
Acquaintance with her. And thus it began. 

From this Beginning, the Manager carry'd» 
on all the reſt. The Gentleman was repreſent- 
ed as an Heir to a great Eſtate,” but not quite bt 
Age, and that if ſhe had him ſhe might depend 
upon a thouſand à Lear Jointure; and, in a 
word, ſhe drew the unwary Lady into a pri- 
vate Marriage, and ſo to throw herſelf away. 
upon a young Fellow, without à Shilling in 
his Pocket, ànd a good-for-nothing empty- 
headed Fellow to boot. As good hap was, he 
was nota Rake, and ſo ſhe was leſs ruined 

than ſhe would otherwiſe have been; but ſtill 
ſhe was fo far undone, as to be able to make 
no Proviſien for her ſelf bat what he pleaſed to 
do in good Nature, which was about One hun- 
dred Pounds a Lear; and was all ſhe could {ave 
out of about Thirteen thouſand Pounds 
I could fill up this Account with -ſach Matri- 
moniaFFrands as this, and ſome much more 
tragical; but there is no Room for it? Tuis 
9 B b4 may 
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EN © 
may ſuftice to ſhew the Meaning of the thi 4 
tis not ſo remote from the 'Detign; ad may be 
ſuggeſted. Trapanning of Women is not much 


1 


lunder the in- 
1 77 of her Eſtate, 
Money is ſeized 


* A 


ge 


ly 


an impure and loathſome/Plapne, fh that the'is 
ruin d at once in Life and Eftate.. 12415 din 
ITIs is worſe than Matrimonial Whare⸗ 
dom, for it is Matrimonial Murther, and the 
ppt: Lacy 2s undone; ſhe is B on one 
and, and ruin'd on the other, and 1s ſoon tranſ⸗ 


Fos d from 2 fine furniſhed Houſe toan Hoſhital, 


and from thenceto theGrave, and perhapsftary'd 


10, to make her Miſeries more compleat: 1; 


Tui is a Miſchief we yet want a Law for, 
and, indeed, tis wonderful to me that weſhould 
do io, It ſeems to me, that a Man in fact Cir- 
Imſtances merits as much the Gallows for an 
attempt of that Nature, as it js poſh ble for him 
to. do by any other Crime he can commit! 1 


von would 


i 


would humbly recommend it to the Legiſtature 
to-think ot propet Remedies for, fo dreads 
Miſchief. Eo aA 8 
Ix ãs not fop me to dictate Meaſures an "Mae 
Caſes; tis enough that I repreſent the Crime. 
that I endravouf to dreſs it up in ſuch Cloath? 
as are proper to ſet it farth in. All that i; due 
to a R ia Raviſher, und 4 Murtherert 
ſcems to be dde tothePerſoh that is tlisgullry; 
for he -manifeffly7*comgn all theſe m 
and that ãn the moſt inte 1. He? 
4 Robber; fot he! veſts himſel with 4 46 684 
Claim to the; Lady Efhate/ by Taba 2 
— and deteitful 4048 A Fm ahd 
ife;) making thinſet appear to 
he not, an 8 "Yay ING A Robb bg £ 
Another N I F 
— — 10 ae fTR7 wp H 2 Mer 4 
Hz a Wviſher er the " ich yah 
tlie Perſonund Hytioot of the Lady 
2 raud, and in a Ciremſtafice, whit! if ſhe- 
acquainted with The wohM ever fubmitto* 
but by the utmoſt Viglence, and 1 ps Would 
much rather ug to be than, to 
be ſo uſedd Is eg! Sow =: #1 = 
3. To: — MurtHerer ntthaftif 
the moſt horrid Method of 'Murther that can 
imagined: I need go no farther 5 deſcribe the 
Caſt; — is done in ger oh e vg 
ve Page 17). W ere tin 
| Jameatabl: . ALD ri N 
War now can do een : Priviſkiiny 
equal to this Crime?” And why might it not be 
called a righteous Law to vun nr W. with Death a 
Man, that, deceiving” a Woman in Marr. 
n 


ſo 


ks 


ſhould bring to her 2 Body änfected with 
Hut Diseases and give it his Wife, it beine 
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known that he contracted the Diſtemper before 
Marriage. 

Nox would it be fo hard to prove the F 
as ſome may imagine; I man. that it would 
ig He ſtate in the Terms, of fuch a 

Law, certain and publick Clauſes, by which the 
Fatt 'ſhauld be both enquired into, 425 admit 
a fair Proof; for ſuch is the Nature of the Con- 
tagion, that it is not eaſily concealed, and the 
Evidences may be made A 2 as parti - 
cularly the Perſon's having been under Cure 
before his Marriage; ſuch a Man ought never 
to dare to marry, except with the Whore who 
_ Infeed him; — there indeed = ought to go, 
' that they may Rot together. 

Bo r for ſuch a "Man to Ty ids A "Woman 
of Virtue and Modefty found in Body, and 
and upright in her Intention, cone to her 
with a Contagion in his Vitals, and, and, abuſe her 

in ſuch 2 vile, odious and abominable Kind: 
As the Crime is not to be named without Abhor- 
rence and 'Execration; ſo the Criminal merits. 
to be turn d out of humane Society, that he may 
abuſe no more, and maybe a Terror to others 

CERTAINLY this deſerves Death as much as 
ſeveral Crimes, which are at this time puniſhed 
with it, and particularly as much as Highway> 
Robhery, for the Plunder is attended wi inſt . 
nately worſe Circumſtances, and has many | 
_ worſe Aggravations attending HENS 

as — no more. I cannot doubt but the fatal 

ſequences, and the frequency of this hor- 
= ime, (and that in theſe Days, I believe, 
more than gon wall at length awaken Juſtice , 
nd we ſhall, one time or other, have a ſuitable 
5 to o puniſh it z and this, 1 believe, would 
* the on! nly Way do prevent nn | 
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9 "of this Work; 1 1 * to, 
2 1.18 have given à longer Preface to it, 
l intimating the true End and Deſign, 


Ins 75 85 But I, think 'tis een 


wh ca 2 Noe be better explain'd bai aller 


it 18 | . 5 
Tan 5nd but two Obielt ions that can lie an 
gain this 7 Un ELe or the Performance af its 
after the ſtricteſt Inquiry into every Part of its 
and, as Author, I think my ſelf — 6 in 
them Both. OF. which ns een eader is 
ta be the Judge. . e EP „ Kale 
1. WuET REI the Satyr be Juſt”: 4 aw 
2. WyRTHER the Manner be Juſtifiable, - 
In indeed the Satyr is not juſt, the Author 
has done nothing, and can have nothing to ſay 
why he ſhould not lie under the worſt of Cen- 
ſurez but he is under no Care 75 that Sub- Ti 
ject: Even the moſt Innocent will hardly enter” 
pps the nn me, or venture to me | 


"x g 
1 TS. 
: 
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that tho they may be clear of it themſelves, that 
therefore no Body is guilty ; and as for the 
reſt, tho they are harden'd againſt Bluſhing at 
it, T don t find any of them harden'd enough to 


| ah 

Wt are come to an Abe herb tie not the 
Mode to acknowledge and reform à Miſtake, 
but to add a Front to the Fact, and Triumph in 
the — which the mould be aſhamed of: 


I DAR > br enge 110 1 58 5 a 
whether gurlty or not for givin 
the Matter KF A Feder 7 5 * 209 Ih 
that there is no Crime in it. Ang us we 
Pip Tie upon the Merit of the 
851 75 be 92 ee, ae in. 
after Matrimony, and chat not | 
de indecent or unlawful between a Man pe Ares his 
47 iR Matrimoniat” Liberties art without 
and there are no Limitations to that 
ae neither Fo Re the Laws of Gos 
ature | 
SE the Man cannot Til 3 1 Kis Wife."or 
the Wife againſt her Husband; if no Fxceſſes | 
can be complained of, and nothing can be ei- 
ther out of Meaſure, or out of Seslon z if no 
unnatural Violences can be offered, and the 
Woman can have no reaſon to tuin ber Slip | 
the prong Side upward againſt her Huthand. 
Ir the Laws of Matrimony cannot be = N 
the Ends of Matrimony not defeated, the Rea- 
ſon of Matrimony, not, be miſtaken, and a 


jage cannot be made a Maſque to 3 
N 
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Au 2 word, if all the Complaints of this 


Kind are cauſeleſs and needleſs, and there are: 
neither the Crimes or the Crintivals to be found 
or to be heard of among us, then indeed the 
Satyr cannot be guſt, and the Author deſerves 
the Cenſure of a falſe Accuſer. Let him be 
try d. by G0, and his Country; and let the 
abuſed Perſons who are without the Sin, throw = 
the firſt Stone at him. S 7 * + By 
Bor if the Fact is to be proy'd, if the Guilt 
is nbtorious, if he not only has painted out the 
Crime, but is ready, if called upon in a-lawful 
Way, to i t. ont; the Criminals too, and to 
convict them upon their qun Evidence, and 
cout of their own Mouths; if they not only 
daily commit thoſe n daily boaſt o 
them; if the 3 are witneſſes on one 
Side, and the Tea- Tables Huſt on the other, 
and lewd;Dialogues on that Wicked Subject cir- 
cCulate from one to tother , if thediftering Sexes 
are united in the ut, tho in 4 differing wax, 


= 


and the. odiqus Facts are. become flagrant, tis 
then high time to combate the Vice, and en- 
deavour by any poſſible Ways to bring the 
World to bluſh. for them, ſince they are paſt 
bluſhing for themſelves.  @*' LT WH 
As the Guilt. thus legitimates the Satyr, {6 
the Circumſtances of it, and the unhappy ſtate 
of Things juſtifies the Author in the Method of 
attacking it. The Law cannot reach it; the 
Fact as not cagniſable in a way of Juſtices no 
criminal Proceſs can lie in the Caſe, tis one of 
the Offences that are too vile to be hid, and yet 
too ſecret, and too much hid, to be laid hold 
+ They ſeem to he fenced. and protected by 
ole, very Laws that fhould cenſure and ex+ 
pole them; and tho they frequently ſally due 
RE +5 5 an 


* - 
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1 8 
and make criminal Excurſions, yet when they 
are attack d, they retreat behind the Fences 

and Fortifications of the conJugal Laws, and 
the Letter of Matrimony is turnd againſt the 
Meaning of it, as the Cannon of a Baſtion, 
when the Work is taken, are turn'd againſt the 
Town which they were mounted to defenl. 

Sar can where the Laſ of the 
Law cannot; the Teeth and Talons of the Pen 
will bite and tear; and the Satyr has à Stin 
which is made for the Correction of ſuch Of 
fences and ſuch Offenders as bully Juſtice, and 
think themſelves out of the reach of Priſons 
and;Puniſhments ; as fmall Arms are of uſe in 
Battle where the Cannon and Mortars cannot 
play, and the Point of the Lance can wound 
where the Balls cannot fing. 
Ir Men are fenc'd againſt one Thing, they 
may not be fenc'd againſt another, and the 
ſenſe. of Shame may reſtrain where even 4 
ſenſe of Puniſhment will not. There are Crimes 
which a-laſh of the Pen reach'd when a (laſh 
at the Cart'stail would not; and a time when 
Men that have langh'd at the Lau-, and ridi- 
culed all its Powers, have yet been laughed 
out of their Crimes by a juſt Satyr, and brought 
to the neceſlity of hanging themſelves for 
Same, or reforming to prevent it. 
Ir then the Crime be evident, and yet the 
Law e impotent, who will contend that the 
Satyr is not juſt? Tis the only unerceptiona- 
ble Caſe in which-not the Juſtice only, but the 
Neceſſity of a Satyr, is to be inſiſted ou. 
Som will ſay, aud in this particular Caſe 1 

think they are right, that there is no ſuch thing 
as an unjuſt Satyr; that a Satyr is never wrong, 
net can be 1044: for that, ode Brrs 430 97 

e 1. Is 
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1. Ir the Fact be not true; tis no more 4 
Satyr but a Slander; tis a LIE, and Merits t the 
Correction of the Law. 

2. Ir the Fact be true, but is in it ſelf 10 
Crime, the Satyr has no Teeth, no Claws; it 
can neither Bite or Sting; and then again tis 
no more a Satyr; it has only a kind of cloſe 
par'd Nails with which it can Terateh its own 
Face, and can hurt no Body elfe; ſo that tis 
no more a Satyr, nor will it bear to be call d 
by that mami 3 8 of the ys 
here. + (ot 92 5 * 

WI int with "hs Fuſtice of the Batyr, us 
well from the Nature of the Charge it brings, 
as from the certainty of the Fact proved by 
the Confeſſion of the guilty Offenders, and the 
1 Teſtimony of the Times, as above. 

Ir remains then to ſpeak of the Manner of 
the Performance, and enter upon the Vindica- 
tion of it, a thii) much more properly under 
taten, now tis ich , thin It 'con'd befors 
It was 

TRE only Objeckions Which can te And 
the manner, I think, come into theſe two. (10 
The neceſſity of ſpeaking a Language that 'iF 
unpleaſant To Near and which, at leaſt, ſeems 
to esd on the brink of the ſame Indeceney 
which it reproves; Ax pwhich alſo the Author 
has ſufficiently expreſid his dread of. Ox, (2) 
The deficiency of the Reproof from an over- 
reſtraint, and declining to 7 — Thin wy 
on that very Account, Tor fear of offending ono 
Way, offending too much the other. 

I have, with the utmoſt Care, avoidiat hs | 
firſt of theſe-; I have ftudied to ſhun all Inde 

_ of Expreſſion, or ſaying: any thing that 
4 might 
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might offend the chaſteſt Mind, and the moſt 
— Ear, allowing but juſt room to mention 
the Crime that is reproved, and hardly that in 
ſome Places ſufficient to have it underſtood. 
Ie T have given the leaſt Caufe of Complaint, 
I profeſs it to be unſeen and undeſianed 3 nor 
upon reviſing the whole Work, do I yet ſee 
any, Reaſon for altering or wiping out any 
thing on that Account 

Tux Scripture it ſelf, the ſacred Pattern of 
Modeſty in Expreſſion, and which I have all 


along kept in my Eye as a Director in that 


* 
, 


icular Point, has, in many Places, been ob- 
iged to ſpeak plainer than I have done in the 
Bur when the Cenſure is to be paſs'd, there 
muſt be ſo much ſaid at leaſt, as may let the 
Reader _ underſtand what it is we reprove, or 
elſe we ſpeak of nothing, and to no purpoſe; 
yet I have ſtudied with the utmoſt Care to do 
it, ſo as to leave no room for Reproach. None 
can find Occaſion to bluſh here but thaſe that 
are guilty; let them bluſh and reform, then the 
End of the Satyr is anſwered. _ 1 
As to the ſecond Caſe; I cannot but lament 
the neceſlity I have been under to omit ſeveral 
flagrant Stories, with Names and Sirnames too 
attending them, good Evidence of Fact ready; 
which yet I have not been able to find Wo 
ta expreſs with Decency enough to bear read- 
ing, or to.. preſerve the Purity of the Deſign, 
and the Dignity of a juſt Satyr. 
nr vile and 2 5 Practices 


could I have expoſed, could I] 


| I have found Wards 
to dreſs up the Relation in? And what inimi- 


table Examples have I ready to produce to — 


* — 
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port the Truth of the Facts, would the Stories 
ut bear telling. N 
I confeſs, tis ſomething hard that Men ſhou'd 
fin on, only becauſe they cannot be modeſtly 
reproved; that they ſhou'd go on in ſuperlative 
Wickedneſs, with an Impunity only owing ta 
the horrid exorbitance of their Crime, too _ 
to be ſpoken of, too nauſeous to be mentioned. 
Why has not our fruitful Inventions added 
ſome Signals, ſome Figures, to ſerve inſtead of 
Speech, (as I have obſerved the Tarks do, by 
turning up the Slipper) by which Signals or 
Figures the filthy Part might be expreſſed, 
without fouling the Mouth, or affronting the 
Ears of others, | 2 

Bur it is not to be done, and therefore, as 
above, I have choſen to leave out many long 
Hiſtories of inexpreſſible Lewdneſs, parti 
cularly under the Matrimonial Cover, and 


which would have given a keener Edge to the 


Satyr, and have confirmed the Neceſſity of the 
Reproof 'in this Caſe, more than all that has 
—— expreſs'd, But, I ſay, it is not to be 
done. | - tu | 
WRERE I have been neceſſitated to come to 
the very Brink of the Fact, and to go as far as 
Language would ſuffer me; certainly I hope 
for fo much Charity in the Reader, as to ac» 
knowledge the Juſtice and Neceſſity of going 
ſo far, at the ſame time giving the true Reaſon 
of my going no farther, | 

Tis a hardſhip an Author is ſeldom put to, 
to be-obliged to break off in the middle of his 
Evidence; to omit and drop all the Illuſtrations 
of his Story, . and fcarce give you enough of the 
Generals to gueſs at t 


G e Modeſt 


a — 


e Particulars by z but 
this is my Caſe, and all in obedience to that 


| 
| 
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Dirt, it would deſcribe. them in a more eſ- 
fectual manner, they would be painted in the 
moſt ſuitable Colours, and dreſs'd up in the 


dark, and reprove by Allegory and Metaphor, 
that People may know, or not know what I 


8 I have ſaid above; but the Hardſhip riſes 
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_ » Modeſty, the treſpaſſing upon which is the 
ground of the whole Complaint. If theſe Men 
could be talked to in their own Language; if 


the odious Expreſſions they uſe in their ordi- 
nary Diſcourſe could he thrown in their Faces, 
and they could be daub'd with their own 


Robes that would beſt become them; and, in 


one reſpect, it ought to be ſo, that every Crime 


might be ſhown as it really is. | 
T was a Practice in ſome of the Nations in 
the Eaſtern Countries, that if a Woman was 


convicted of Adultery, ſhe was ſtript ſtark 


naked, and led abont the City, that ſhe might 


de expoſed in the ſame Nakedneſs in which ſhe 
had voluntarily expoſed her ſelf, and fo be 


puniſhed in the very kind of her Offence. 
Bor this would not do in a Chriſtian Coun « 


try; it would be it felf an Offence againſt De- 
- cency, and a Breach of the very Modeſty 
- which it was intended to puniſh, and therefore 
it cannot be done; in like manner the Crime 
I am reproving, cannot be expos'd in the lively 


manner that other Offences are expos'd in; be- 
cauſe, as I may ſay, we cannot ſpeak the Lan- 
guage: The Dialect theſe People talk is a 

eat part of the Crime; and as it is not to be 


| made ufe of for their Reproof, ſo wearefſtraiten'd 
. exceedingly in Reproving; and they triumph 


over me 1n this very Part, that I talk in the 


mean, juſt as it may happen. 
Tr1s may, in ſome Senſe, indeed be true, 


from 


9 N 387 ] | ; 

from the black Circumſtances attending the 
Crimes they commit; and, of all People, they 
mould be the laſt to boaſt of that Advantage; 
ſeeing they muſt own at the ſame time, tis be- 
cauſe their Behaviour is ſo much too vile to be 
reproved, that it cannot be mentioned; the 
Language of it is ſo foul, that it will not read; 
modeſt Tongues cannot ſpeak it; modeſt Ears 
cannot hear it; like ſome particular Trials in 
our Courts of Juſt ice, when they are obliged to 
deſire of the Women to withdraw, becauſe they 
may be obliged to uſe ſuch Expreſſions as it is 
not decent to mention before them, or modeſt 
in them to be in the hearing of; and yet; 
without which Words ſpoken in the groſleſt 
and plaineſt manner, the Cauſe cannot be tried, 
the Evidence be taken, or the Offender . con- 


ef 


- iced. 


 Tars is exactly the Caſe; and under this 
Difficulty the whole Work: labours in almoſt 
every Part. But I have taken the Part that, I 
think, Religion and Decency directs that is, 
to go as far as I can, and leave Conſcience to 
work the reſt its own way. I have painted out 
the Crime as fairly as juſtifiable Language will 
allow; and where it will not, I content my ſel 
with leaving the Guilty to judge themſelves by 
the general Hints given them. The ſilenk 
Needle in the Compaſs points to the Pole, but 
ſays no more; yet the Pilot, which knows its 
meaning, ſteers by that Direction, and brings the 
Ship ſafe into Port. * | 
IT xx Facts are indeed notorious, and the leſs - 
plain Engliſþ will ſerve; the Things I reprove 
are not ſo very abſtruſe; there are few mart1 
People but will underſtand me; and all the 
guilty, I am ſure, will read their Crimes plain 
HEY Cc2 enou 
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e 
enough, they will need no Explanations; if 
they pretend to it, they will be too eaſily con- 
futed, by referring them to their own Pracs 
tice. | | 
I is true, there are ſtill ſome ill Uſages a- 
mong theſe People, ſome Matrimonial Whore- 
doms which are wholly omitted, which it is im- 
poſſible to mention, no not at the greateſt diſtance, 
no not by Simily, Allegory, or any other Re- 

reſentation. They are too wicked to admit 
the leaſt Suggeſtion about them, or ſo much as 
to guide the Reader to gueſs at them. Nor are 
they a few Things which I am thus obliged to 
overlook. But there 1s no doing it; they muſt 
be buried in Silence if they cannot be reprov'd, 
becauſe ay cannot be mentioned. Let the 
Offenders, the guilty Perſons, conſider, Heaven 
can find out Ways to puniſh them, tho' we cans 
not find ont Words to reprove them: 

TxarT Juſtice, that brings to light the hid+ 
den Works of Darkneſs, can make the Crime 

ublick in the Puniſhment; and there it may 
be read with Terror by every one that looks on 
it, when their Ears will not be offended with 


the Deſcription. Nor is it an unuſual Method; 


Providence often thinks fit to do ſo, Drunken- 
neſs, tho in ſecret, is made publick by Solo- 
mon's Signals, / ho bas redneſs of eyes, who bath 
wounds withont cauſe? they that tarry long at the 
Vine, &c. Prov: xx111. 29. 

Tuus it may be ſaid again, who hath lean- 


neſs of Countenance, who hath rottenneſs of 
Bones, who Bath loathſome Diſeaſes ? Are the 


not the People Iſpeak of? Let them take heed; 
tis not the Whoremaſter and the Strumpet a- 


lone that contract Filthineſs and Diſtem pers; 
and 'twill be a dreadful Rebuke for a pretender 


40 


[ 389 ] 
to lawful Things, and no more, to ſee himſelf 
brought to the ſame Diſtreſs by his Exceſſes, 
that others are reduc'd by their Vices and open 
Wickedneſſes, and loaded with thoſe Diſeaſes, 
which ſo ſtrongly intimate another kind of 
Guilt, that no Body will believe him Innocent, 
tho” he really be ſo. 

I leave it to Phyſicians to explain what 
I ſay, and to tell whether there are not many 
ſcandalous Diſeaſes which People bring upon 
themſelves by their Intemperances and Ex- 
celles, which are ſo near the main Contagion, 
that no People will believe they are Innocent 
that have them, and that yet may befal thoſe 
who have never been guilty out of the Mar- 
riage Bed | 
LI ſuch People refle& upon the Grief it 
will be to them, to be univerſally condemn'd 
where they are not guilty ; and to bear the 
' reproach of a Crime they have not committed 
for the Crime which none imagine, and which 

they have dwelt unreprov'd in ſo many Years, 
till they come to be a Reproof to themſelves, 
and a Reproach to all about them. | 

I could give Examples of ſeveral who have 
fatally ſuffered in this Manner, under the 
Weight of their own 1mmoderate Practices, to 
ſay no worſe of them , and I could, I believe 
find ſome Inſtances of thoſe who have periſhed 
under the Miſery, rather than diſcover the 
Grief ny lay under, leaſt they ſhould be ſup- 
poſed guilty of what they abhorred ſo much as 


to think of. Te | 

Bur how juſt is divine Vengeance thus to 

reprove thoſe Intemperances in his awn Way, 

which were otherwiſe out of the reach of hu- 

man Laws, and indeed of human Eyes? And 
Cc3 how 


+, Re 

how ſhould the People I ſpeak of, whoſe Con, 
duct I cannot reprove, becauſe too foul to be 
mentioned, refle&, that Heaven can find out 
Ways to make them a Puniſhment to themy 
ſelves, and join their Sin and their Shame to- 
gether? $3548 

I could have alſo given ſome living Examples 
of the Intemperances which I have mentioned, 
which have livd to be extreamly expoſed, even 
tho they have not been ſpoken of in print; in 
whom the diſtemper'd Bodies, aching Heads, tot- 
tering Joints, beſides the many nameleſs, fil- 
thy and unclean Diſeaſes that have hung upon 
them, have been their laſtingReproof, and they 
Have carried the reproach of their Follies about 
with them where-ever they went, till no Body 
has car'd to come into their Company, and they 
have been a Shame even to themſelves. 
Tus E Things have been the Fruit of thoſe 
Doings, which they call lawful; their conjugal 
Exceſſes, thoſe Liberties which they have all 
along pretended Heaven allow'd them; Liberties 
Nature dictated, Love prompted, and Matri- 
mony made lawful ; as if Heaven, Nature and 
the Matrimonial Law, which is founded on the 
Laws both of Gop and Nature, had dire&ed 
them to an immoderate Uſe of the Liberties 
they allow'd; which is no more true, than that 
becauſe Gop gave the Wine (a noble Plant) 
and the * of its Fruit, for our Comfort, and 
for the ſupport and ſupply of the Spirits, had 
allowed us to drink, and to drink it with Plea- 
ſure; and that Nature, conforming to the Bounty 
of Heaven, had given us a guſt or love to the 
Liquor it ſelf; that therefore Gop and Nature 


Fllowed us to be drunk, to drink . e 
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to drink away our Senſe, our Underſtanding 
and our Life, as many daily do. 

I would conclude this with an earneſt and ſe- 
rious Monition to all the conſidering, rational 
Part of Mankind, who call themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, and would be called ſo, who are willing 
to act as ſuch, and to anſwer to themſelves, not 
ſuppoſing they had any other Account to give 
for all their Behaviour, I ſay, Iwould movethem 
toenterſofarinto the Government of themſelves, 
as becomes Men of Senſe and of Virtue, to put 
a due Reſtraint upon themſelves in the uſe of 
lawful Liberties, and to a&, not like Madmen 
and Furies, but like Men of Underſtanding, - 
to act in ſuch a Manner, as they may not re- 
proach themſelves hereafter with waſting their 
Youth and Strength, and bringing Age and 
Weakneſs upon themſelves before their Time. 

CexTAINLY, Gor Almighty, who formd 
the Man, and who committed him, in à great 
Meaſure, to the Government of himſelf, did 
not do ſo with a general leave to live how he 
pleaſed; did not leave him to the guſt of his 
Appetite, without * the leaſt Limits to 
himſelf by his Reaſon, but as he gave him 
ſuperior Faculties, ſo he gave thoſe Faculties, 
and placed them in a ſuperiorĩty one to another, 
that they might be a Check to the ſeparate 
Motions and Operations, and keep the whole 
Machine in order. en 

Ir the Man breaks this Order; if he inverts 
Nature; if he gives himſelf Liberties that 
Gop and Nature intended him not, and ſuch 
as are inconſiſtent with the good Order of the 
Machine, he will put the whole Fabrick out of 
Tune; nor can he expect the reſt of the Moti- 
ons can perform as they 2 otherwiſe do. I 
| c 4 : LP 
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it will ceaſe to Draw; if the Ballance be over- 
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Te the Spring of a Watch be over: ſtrained, 


loaded, the Motion ſtops. It is the like in all 
other natural Motions, and 'tis fo in this of 
the Man. He that will put Nature out of her 
roper Courſe, and upon Extreams which ſne 
— not equal Powers to perform, will ruin thoſe 
Powers which ſhe has, and, in a word, ruin the 
whole Fabrick. 
Ty the Man is himſelf, if he is Maſter of 
his Reaſon, and found Argument can make any 
due Imprethon upon him, he will conſider this 


Part for his own fake; abſtracted from its being 
an Offence againſt his Superior, the Governor of 


his Life, to whom he muſt Account; if, I ſay, 
he would only conſider himſelf, act like a rat io- 
nal Creature, and ſtudy his own Intereſt, it 
muſt move him to behave himſelf prudently. 

I know nothing, no not one Inſtance in 
Life, wherein Virtue may be more truly ſaid 
to be its own Reward, than in this Particular: 
Take the Caſe inverted, who has length of Days, 
who ſound Conſtitution ? who has ftrength of 
Body, agility of Limbs, who enjoys an unin- 
terrupted Health, but the Temperate, the Mo- 

derate, and the Virtuous ? Their Vitals are not 
exhauſted , Nature is not opprefs'd ; the Vi- 
gour of the Spirits expended, and the Marrow 
of their Bones waſted : Their Youth has not 
robbed their old Age; or their untimely Vice 
diverted the Channels of Nature, and turn'd 

the Water from the Mill. 
Tre Modeſt, the | Chaſt, the temperate 
Youth, is the hail, the chearful, and the healthy 
old Man: He that lives too faſt, goes to his 
Grave too ſoon tis 2 courſe, but ſignificant Ex- 
preſlion, He that lives a Gallop,goes to the _ a 
; | r ot, 
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Trot. The meaning is plain; exceſs in Youth 
anticipates old Age; they that will tear them. 
ſelves in Pieces, who can patch them up? Tis 
in vain to fly to Art; Phyſick may cleanſe 
the Blood, correct the noxious Humour, clear 
the Stomach, and help the Digeſture; but 
2 cannot make the Body anew ; Phy- 
ſick cannot give a new Fund of Life, and form 
Nature upon a new Foundation. Phyſick can- 
not reſtore when the Liver is waſted, when the 
Lungs are ſpit out of the Mouth by early 
. Catarrhs, when the heel is broken at the Ciftern: 
-when, as Fob ſays, the Reins are conſumed within 
us, what can Phyſick do for us? Art may af 
fiſt Nature; but Art cannot give Youth, nor 
reſtore that Vigour which Vice has exhauſted. 
When the Dart ts ſtruck through the Liver, 
when the Heart ceaſes to beat Time to the 
Pendulum, tis in vain to talk to Phyſicians: 
As you have put your ſelves in the Devil's 
ſtead to deſtroy, Phyſicians cannot put them- 
ſelves in God's ſtead to Create : Who ſhall ſup- 
ply in Age what the Spendthrift, the Extra- 
vagant has waſted 1nYouth? A frugal Uſe of an 
Eſtate preſerves it for the Heirs; whereas he 
that cuts the Timber down young, ſhall have 
no large high Trees to leave behind him; and he 
that, without manuring and good Husbandry, 
leaves the Land to be beggar'd, and plough'd ont 
of Heart, ſhall be ſure not to keep up the Rent, 
bet, pe Eſtate will decay, and the Heir be re- 

ud. 
I a Word, Temperance and Moderation 
keeps Nature in a due ſtate of Health, and la 
in an early Proviſion for Time, a Stock for ola 
Age to live _ hands on Vigour with the 
Years, and makes Age triumph in the e 
| 0 
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of the Conſtitution: Whereas Vice leaves 
Youth groaning and mourning under Aches, 
Rheumaticks and Hydrophicks before its Time, 
the Jounts trembling cannot ſupport the Body, 


the Nerves are innervated, the Sinews ſhrunk ; 
in a Word, the Blood is poiſon'd, the Spirit ex- 
hauſted, and the whole Maſs corrupted; thus the 
Fabrick ſinks like a Noble opulent City ſwal- 
Jow'd up in an Earthquake, there it ſtands a ſad 
Monument of the devouring Teeth of Crime, 
and a Sacrifice to Debauchery. 

_ WHENCE is it, that the Number of Phyſi- 
clans, Apothecaries and Surgeons, are fo en- 
creas'd among us, and eſpecially the latter, be- 
fides the innumerable Throng of Quacks, Pre- 
tenders and Dealers in Plaifters and Doſes? If 
Diſeaſes were not multiply d, the Remedieswould 
not crowd in upon us as they do; tis the Stench 
of Carcales that brings the Fultures about us 
and our Families: As the Groans and Cries of 
dying and decaying Bodies are loud among us; 

Jo-Phylick is grown noiſy and clamorous. 
How many Doctors and Surgeons, nay Apo- 
thecaries, ride about in their Coaches? Perhaps, 
as one cunnangly alled not for the Vanity 
of the Equipage, but for Expedition, and that 
he might be able to make more Viſits in a Day; 
otherwiſe he could not diſpatch his Buſineſs, or 
ſee all his Patients ſo often as they deſir'd him. 
As our Yearly Bills are encreaſed, the Phy- 
*Ficjans grown Rich, their Number more than 
doubled, and their Equipages advanc'd in ſuch a 
Manner, Whence is it all? It cannot be all 
. meerly by the Encreaſe of People about us; tho* 
that I know is alledged ; there muſt be ſome- 
thing elſe; and the Reaſon is evident, our Lux- 
. ury is encreaſed; and with our Luxury, our 
| | Vices, 
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Vices, and other Extravagances, our Laſciviouf- 


neſs, Senſuality, and, in a Word, our Impu- 
dence, and with all theſe our Diſtempers: 


Theſe enrich the Doctors, theſe call the Sur- 


eons and Apothecaries about us, like the 
Gown about the Carcaſe; and they Bombard us 
with the Gallipots and Glaſſes, as the Alge- 
rines aſlault a Ship with Carcaſes and Stink- 
ang Pots. | | 


r the Numbers of People are encreas'd a 


bout London, that may be ſomething, though 


tis begging the Queſtion moſt egregiouſly to 


ſay fo, as we do by Lump, that this is the only 
encreaſe of the Mortality, Some ſuggeſt ſuch 
an Encreaſe as amounts to a third Part of the 
whole; and others will go ſo far as to tell us 
they are doubled, and this they gather (as they 
ſay) not from the exceſſive Numbers of Build- 
ings only, but from the Throngs of People which 
are to be ſeen in the Streets upon all publick 


Occaſions, I will readily grant both theſe, par- 


ticularly, that there are great Numbers of new 
Buildings, Streets and Squares added: to the 
Town, and in all the extreme Parts of it, in- 
deed an innumerable Number, ſuch as no City 
in the World can ſhow the like, as at St. 
Giles's, burn - Road, Ormond - Street, Hockley, 
Finsbury, Spittle-Fields, Wapping, Rotherbithz &c. 
Nor 1s this all, but I allow that there 1s alſo A 
t 2 Encreaſe in the Villages adjacent to 


don, which, as they ſay, and in that indeed 


they ſay true, are not only doubled, but ſome 
of them encreaſed to ſeveral Times as many Peo- 

le as formerly, ſuch as at the new Docks near 
Deptford, and at the Town of Deptford ; alſo 
at Greenwich, Clapham, Camberwell, Chelſea, Ren- 


ſengton, Hampſtead, Newington, Tottenham, E- 
monton, End field, Bromley, Stratford, Weft Ham, 


V. anſtead, 
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Wanſtead, Walthamſtow, Low-Layton, and abun- 
dance. more, all whoſe Pariſhes are out of 
the Bills of Mortality; and were their Num- 
bers added to the laſt yearly Bill, would make 
up the Mortalities at leaſt to Five and thirty 
thouſand. | { 
- Now tho' all this were true, and more, yet it 
does not at all account for the Grievance in our 
Morals, which I have complained of; or for 
the Depredations made upon Nature, and upon 
Health, by our intemperate and luxurious 
Living, our immoderate and ſcandalous Ex- 
ceſſes in otherwiſe lawfut and allowed Plea- 
_ Fures. But let thoſe that queſtion it, look back 

into the Book of Nature; and let them tell me, 
whether the Numbers of the Sick too are not 
encreaſed in proportion, and indeed more than 
in proportion, to the Number of the Dead ? 
And if they will not take my Opimon, let 
them know the late famous Dr. Radcliffe, 
wt ſeveral 7 5 Phyſicians, gave the —5 
Judgment. And Iam yery willing to appea 
1 he Learned, whether theſe Exceſſes Clem 
now mentioned, haye not contributed at leaſt 
to making the Age leſs ſound in Life, if not 
Morter livd than their Anceſtors. 
Iwill not attempt to abridge the Sovereignty 
of Providence in its Government of the Earth 
or to ſay, that Heaven has not appointed a 
limited the Time of Life to all his Creatures: 
Yet I am not ſo much a Predeſtinarian nei- 
ther, as to pretend that Men cannot ſhorten 
their Days by Luxury and Intemperance, Glut- 
tony, Drunkenneſs, and other worſe and more 
criminal Exceſſes; why ſhould we not think 
that ſuch Crimes as theſe entail Heaven's Curſe 
upon us, and blaſt our Breath, and ſhorten our 
Time, as well as Diſobedience to Parents? 1 

3 5 5 W 
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will not preſume to ſay, in the Words of the 
Command, be Temperate, be Virtuous, be Mo- 
derate, that thy Days may be long in the Land; 
I acknowledge, that I have no dire& Autho- 
rity to add a Promiſe to the Exhortation; but I 
may take more freedom, I believe, in the alter- 
native, and ſay, be not Intemperate, be not Vi- 
cious, Luxurious, Immoderate and Brutal, and 
add, with the Wiſe Man, V by fhould'/t thou dye 
before thy Time ? Eccleſ. vii. 17: | 

W1THOUT queſtion, Life may be ſhortned 
by our Wickedneſs. How many do we ſee, in 
almoſt every weekly Bill, dead of exceſſive 
Drinking, others D_—_— and Fighting; 
ſome by one vile Exceſs, ſome by another? 
Shall any Man dare toſay,theſe did not ſhorten 
their own Lives! Shall we ſay, they lived out 
balf their Days! Pſal. Iv. 23. I think it would 
be affronting the Juſtice of Providence, to ſay, 
they were not ſlain by their own Crime, cut off 
by untimely Vice, or that, with David's wicked 
Men, they do not live out half their Days. 

Bur, not to enter into Diſputes of Things 
remote to the Caſe; if Life is or is not, can 
or cannot be ſhorten'd by our. Intemperance 
and Vice, the Comfort of Life may be lefſen'd. 
Life may be made a Burthen, loathſome and 
uncomfortable, by loading it with Diſeaſes 
and Sorrows, and by bringing complicated 
Miſeries upon our ſelves in the Room of 


Health and Vigour, which would otherwiſe be 


the Lot. | 
A bright Countenance, a ſprightly and brisk 
Eye, a conſtant Smile, a nimble agile Body, a 
clear Head, a ſtrong Memory, and clean Limbs, 
theſe are Nature's Furniture to a Man of an 
untainted Race. But how often are all theſe 
original 
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original Beauties, the native Attendants upon 
Youth and a good Conſtitution, made to droop 
and flag, while Paleneſs and Leanneſs come 
into the Face, Heavineſs into the Heart, and 
Dulneſs into the Head? How is the . 
fparkling of the Eye eclipſed, the Underſtand- 
ing loſt, the Memory decay'd, and the Genius 
8 of the Contagion, entirely al- 
. 

Tat Glory of a young Man is bis Strength; 
ſays Solomon, Prov. XL. 29. and one of his firſt 
Advices after that Expreſſion, is, give not thy 
Strength unto Women, it is true, Solomon there 
means to a ſtrange Woman, that is to ſay, 4 
Whore. But with ſome abatement for the Perſon 
only, and for the Circumſtances ſpoken to here; 
the Thing is (otherwiſe) the ſame, and the Ex- 
ceſſes are in their Degree, tho' perhaps not 
every way as fatal. . | | 
IT was a late learned Phyſician who ſaid, 
that the Women wearing Hoops would make 
the next Age all Cripples; that drinking Tea 
would wake them Rheumatick ; that taking 
Snuff would make them Lunatick: To which at 
was faid, by way of Repartee, the Doctor being 4 
little of a Libertine, that the Levity of the 
preſent Times will make the next Age Atheiſts; 
the Cavilling at Scripture, (which is now the 
grand Mode) make them Hereticks ;. and 

the — Nonſenſe make them all Fools: 

And now, I think, I may with equal Propriety 
add, that the Vice of this Age will make the 
next Age rotten. | 
Cru has an unhappy propagating Qua- 
lity ; tis always in progreſſion. If one Age 
talks Hereſy, the next Age talks Blaſphemy: 
If one Age talks Faction, the next Age talk 
| 5 ö Treaſon; 


RE. fs: 
Treafon : If one Age talks Fooliſh, the next 
Age talks Mad. So, in the Caſe before 


me, if one Generation are Immoderate, the 
next are Extravagant. If one Age runs to e 


ceſs in Things Iawful, the next purſues the like 


exceſſes in Things unlawful; or make thoſe 


Age are Beaſts, the next Age are Devils: To- 


day Matrimonial Whoredom, To-morrow Un- 


bounded Whoredom. As Vice leads, Fools fol- 
low; and where muſt it end but in Deftru- 
tion? 5 | 

IT is the like in the Contamination of Blood; 

the fatal Progreſſion ſhows it ſelf there, as well 
as in other Parts. Exceſſes weaken the Body, fink 
Nature, darken the Countenance, ſtupify the 
Brain; To-day they reach the Body, To-mor- 
row the Soul, and, in the next Age, the 
Race. "©" 
Tux lawful Things of this Age will make 
the next Age lawleſs; their Fathers conveyed 
Blood, and they convey Poyſon; our Parents 
handed on Health, and we Diſeaſes; our Chil- 
dren are born in Palaces, and are like to die in 
Hoſpitals. Debanchery is the Parent of Di- 
ſemper z Fire in the Blood makes a Froſt in 
the Brain; and be the Pleaſures lawful or uns 
lawful, the effe& of Folly is to leave a Gene- 
ration of Fools. 

IT would be happy, if after having faid 
thus much in general, and after having enter'd 
fo ſeriouſly into all the Particulars by which 

a lewd Generation defile and. pollute the Mar- 
2 Bed, and ruin both themſelves and their 
Poſterity, I could propoſe ſome effectual Me- 
thod for the ſuppreſſing the wicked Ty. 

| an 


lawful 8 Crimes, by thoſe exceſſes: If one 
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and bring Mankind to live, at leaſt li 

reaſonable Creatures, if not as Chriſtians. ve 
Tut Anſwer to this would be direct, if 
Laws and Goyernment were concerned in it. 
But as we complain of an Evil which the 
ſenſe of God's Laws, nor the force of human 
Laws, will not reach, nothing of Force, no- 
thing of putting Statutes in execution; no- 
thing of the Hand of the Magiſtrate can be 
thought of uſe, or, if it be, will be equally 
laugh'd at. Indeed, how ſhould they that 
can Argue themſelves out of all the Re- 
ſtraints of Virtue and Religion, be expected 
to be under any Reſtraints, except thoſe of 


Power? _ 25 
AND this makes me have recourſe to Sa- 


_ tyr, and the Reproofs and Laſhes of the Pen. 


"Theſe are the proper Weapons to combat 
"this Adverſary: Where the Laws of Gop or 


Man have no Effect, the Satyr has been 


ſometimes known to reach the Aﬀe&ions and 


Paſhons of Men; as they run in ſeveral 


Channels, ſo they are to be come at by ſe 
"veral Methods; Ways and Means for one 
Thing will not be always Ways and Means 
for another; as Men are wrought upon, 
"Tome by one Thing, ſome by another, ac- 
"cording to the ſeveral Tempers and Diſpoſi- 
tions which govern. them, and in which they 

act; ſo, in general, they are mov'd, ſome in 
one Way, ſome in another. 

_ ©... NaTIONAL Miſtakes, vulgar Errors, an 
even a general Practice, have been reform” 
by a juſt Satyr. None of our Countrymen 
have been known to boaſt of being Tie- 
Born Engliſh-Men, or ſo much as to uſe the 
Word as a Title or Appellation ever ſince a late 


Say 


[ 40 
- Satyr upon that National Folly was pubs 
re, tho almoſt Forty Tears ago. Nothing 
was more frequent in our Mouths before that, 


-nothing ſo: univerſally Bluſn'd for and laugbh'd. 


at ſnce. The Time, I believe, is yet to come, 


that any Author printed it, or that any Man 


of Senſe ſpoke it in earneſt; whereas, before 
vou had it in the beſt Writers, and in the 
moſt florid Speeches, before the moſt auguſt Af 
ſemblies, upon the moſt ſolemn Occaſions. 
Coup the Practice complain'd of in this 
Work, ten thouſand times more ſcandalous, 
n up to be odious and ſhameleſs; to wiſe 
Men hateful, and to good Men horrid, I 
mean that of talking 
the World by a juſt Satyr; could it be laſld off 
the Stage of Life by the Pen, happy would the 
Author be that could boaſt of ſuch Succeſs. 
Corp all the Third Chapter, and the 
Fuurth Chapter, and the Fifth, and Seventh, and 
Ninth, and Eleveyth Chapter-Crimes, be met 
with in the ſame Manner, and with the ſame 
Succeſs, I ſhould think this, however difficult, 
the beſt and happieſt Undertaking that ever 
came into, or went out of my Hande 
I cannot deſire a greater Scope in any Sub- 


ject, that calls for Cenſure among Men; 1 


think I may ſay, I muſt have all the Wiſe 
the Religious, che modeſt Part of Manki 
with me, in the Reproof. The Crimes I at- 
tack are. not only nces' againſt Heaven, 


— | 
Againir ; 7 an 
Reaſon, and, in ſome Things, againſt Na- 
ture; Crimes that modeſt Words cannot (with- 
aut great R Tongues 


Humanity, againſt Virtue, 
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lewdly, be hiſs'd out of 


inſt all good Men, againſt Society, 


expreſs, 


4 
þ 
14 
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er preſs; nor modeſt Di, "without bluſhing, 


hear mentioned. 
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As no ſober . hay receive the Ideas of 


. them, without entertaining the utmoſt Aver- 

ſton to the Facts; ſo none that ever I met 

with, that had any common ſhare of Breed- 

ing and Manners, could bear the mention of 

them, * in the common Dialect of 
ca 


yo thoſe 


the Criminals, + | 
Nox E but a Set of People with Faces of 


| Steel, who can triumph in their Victory over 


Religion, Conſcience, and the Thoughts of 
Eternity, that have got the Better both of Edu- 
cation, and of all Manner of Principles. Theſe 


may Glory indeed in their Shame; and 
| theſe. are the People our Satyr deſires = | 


ſe. 
As to their. Perſons, nothing but univerſal 


Contempt of them can have any Effect; no- 
thing can aſſiſt them to Bluſh but a — 


ral Hiſs "front Mankind, and being thru 
the Stage by the very worſt of Men. I 
have heard It was the Foundation of a very 
ſcandalous vicious Perſan's Reformation, when 
another more notorious Fellow than himſelf, 
reprovd him in this Manner: Fie, Jack, 127 
then art merge than am. 

Tua are ſo mauy Lites of Crime; which 
Vet came ſhort of dels, lawful Sinners, that 
à Thief, a Drunkard, a: 2 a Profligate, 
may come to Man talking , a8 1 
* mentioned, and ſay, Eie, . 

1e, Mr. H. * Mr. L ROW 


: : you are worſe than Tat. 


May may we, not hope * Tg the. Mime; 
when the work of N ſbal] op 
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their Ears at the Wickedneſs of theſe, and 
when the very Scandals of the Times ſhall 
Bluſn for, and reprove them. This univerſal 
Contempt of them; this general Averſion, if any 
Thing on Earth can wor upon them, will have 
ſome Effect; there are few guilty Men har- 
den'd againft the Battery of general Clamovr 


it ſeems to be an Aſſault to be reſiſted ol 


by Innocence; Crime muſt certainly fa 
under it; Innocence may hold the 
Head in ſuch a Storm; but Guilt will ger- 
tainl and Toon © founder, "alt" ſuffer Ship- 
© "Wes 

Tries, thiens eme to be Sie affinity 


in Crime, between the People who We are now 


Cenis, and another horrid modern Genera- 
tion too vile to name, and yet who ſeems 
to be ſeeking Protection under theſe. There 
may be indeed an eſſential Difference; but in 
awhat ſmall and minute Articles does it exiſt ? 
But as the Particulars will not admit a nearer 


f Enquiry, I think the better Way is to reject 


both with Contempt, with an Abhorrence ſuit- 
able to the vileneſs of the Fu, and caſt 
them out together. 

Tuts will aid the wodeſt dre of the World 
in their juſt Oppoſition to all Ind 
and if we did nothing elſe; our Work would 
recommend itſelf to chat Part of Mankind 
which are really moſt valuable; and as for 
the reſt, let chem A as they pleaſe, their 
1 will add no Credit” to the 


V1 14 = ECL ELKE if n 


1 ond done: Have? {aid not all 1 5 


ball to ſay, but all I have Room to ſay here; 
and having brought the very Concluſi on *o 
a Cloſe, I would only add one Thing by 
TA „ way 


way of Challenge to that Part of Mankind, 


_ to thoſe Gentlemen 1 in a few Words, viz. 


| HADABLGT n they pleale, 
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Who I may. have touch'd. in this Satyr, a 
who, for ought I know, may be angry; for, 
indeed, Foy ve nothing e left for it, but 
to be angry, and rail at the Reproof; ac- 
„ 15 en Piſtich uſed n a N 


* 


Tat D , ben , 
. - Have pil B 129 — — to Bal 


Nov in this Caſe, Iſay, I have a fair Offer to 


4 — Ir them. prove a the Fact here repre- 
NES, is not in being; that tis all a Fiction or 
Shadow, 2 Man of Straw, that there's aachen 


32.16, and thai Tam in the wrong Or, 


18 Tux if it is in being, that tho the Fat 
is true, and tho ſuch Things are done, they merit 
no Satyr, that they ought not to be reproved or 
s Liay; Jet them do this, and then they 
Mall Rail A fl, and treat Me, and the Work 
which I have juſt now finiſhed, in ee 


w 


3. Which 1 had much rather they ſhould 0 
15 them REFoxx;- take the hint, fall under 


the Reproof, and ene the Crime. $46 


confe it ke ems rational t one or other 
A a 571 — he bye firſt, w 
are in ſome the ſame, I am out of fear 


of: the ant Jorma a Debt; tis juſt I ſhould de- 
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nant 3 In + them repel the Charge, or re- 
ee. iim ing bn TI £ 
£4 ICS 


Ir they cannot do the fitſt, and pp contemi 
the laſt, I declare Wa | 1z and if 1 
live to appear again in the Field, let them ex- 


*#7%S _ 


| giſters; of 
ime, with Name and Sirname; for no Man 
ſure, in a Chriſtian Government, as this Is, 
need. be afraid of Jaying Hell open, or draws 
ing the Pictures of Men when they are turn'd 
A e 
I might fay a Word or two more with reſpe& 
to Style; I think I can have given no Offence 
in Decency of Expreſſion: If any Thing has, 
notwithſtanding the utmoſt Care, ſhpt my Pen, 
let it be a Defence, that I profeſs it is unde- 
ſign'd; the Whole Tenöür of the Work is cal- 
culated to bear down Vice, vitious Practiſes and 
vitious Language; and, I think, I may claim 
a favourable Conſtruction where there ſeems a 
Fault, if it were really a flip of the Pen: I 
may claim it as a Debt due to a modeſt Inten- | 
_ tion; declaring again, there is not one Word 4 
willingly paſs'd over that can be Cenſured, as | 
evidently leading to or encouraging Indecency, 
no not in Thought, An evil Mind may, cor- 
rupt the chaſteſt Deſign; as in reading the ex- 
planation of the Words 1 WIL L, in the Mar- 
rage Covenants which, I ſay, is a ſolemn Oath, 
and that as plain as af it had been expreſs d, 8 
ſwearing by the Name of Gop. Sure none can 
be offended as if I put the ſacred Name of Go 
into the Mouths of the Readers upon à light 
Occaſion, making them take the Name of Go 
in vain, or making them repeat an Oath in the 
moſt vulgar and courſeſt way. But if any 178 5 
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Or 
Flack Mall Pe perlen, and 1 may come to 
8, Re 


. 
mould be ſo weak, not to * malicious, let 
them know, that I think the Expreſſion car- 
ries with it a due reverence of the Name of 
Gop; and that the Occaſion is awful and ſo- 
lemn ; and if T had ſaid, S0 help me, Go p, it 
had been the ſame thing: The meaning is, to 
convince Men chat how . ſlight however they 
paſs over the Marriage Covenant, it is a ſolemn 
Fto Gop for the Truth of the Intention; 
and a folemn binding themſelves in his Name 
and Preſence, to a Arik Performance of the 
Conditions; and that he that breaks them breaks 
a moſt ſacred Oath, and is as much Per jured as 
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i he had been ſb in the ordinary Farm. 
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#hat. line 22. for is neciful read is wor needful. P. 

354: lin. 15: for read 7. P. 355, lin. 29. for and ſome 
and perhaps in ſame. P. 366. lin. 7. for Criminal read 

me, P. 368, lin. 25. for righteous read unrighteom..  - 
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P 352. line 13. for &r a. read and a8, Ine 17. for the 
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